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1. ANNOTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA
ltem 1 El ection of officers
Rule 18 of the relevant rules of procedure, i.e. the rules of the main

Conmittees of the Trade and Devel opnent Board, states that: "At the comrencenent
of the first meeting of each regular session, the Committee shall elect a
Chairman, five Vice-Chairnmen and a Rapporteur fromanong the representatives of
its menbers. These officers shall constitute the Bureau of the Commttee. In
electing the officers, due account shall be taken of the need to ensure an
equi t abl e geographi cal distribution". Mreover, rule 19 indicates that "Wt hout
prejudice to the principle of equitable geographical distribution as |aid down
inrule 18, the bureau of the Conmittee shall consist of seven nenbers, including
four nenbers from Groups A and C conbined, two nmenbers from Goup B and one
menber fromGoup D, referred to in the annex to General Assenbly resol ution 1995
(XI'X) as anended."

The Conmission may therefore wish to elect its Bureau in accordance with
t he above rul es.

ltem 2 Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

The provisional agenda for the first session of the Commission, as
reproduced in section | above, was approved by the Trade and Devel oprment Board
at its thirteenth executive session, on 8 July 1996. |In accordance with the
under st andi ng reached, the first session of the Conmi ssion would take place in
two parts. The first part, to be held from®6 to 8 Novenber 1996 (2 % days),
woul d focus on agenda item 3; and the second (resunmed session) to be held from
19 to 21 February 1997 (2 Y days) would focus on agenda item 4.

It was al so agreed that the docunentation to be prepared on item 4 would
be made available to the first part of the first session on the understandi ng
that it would not be subject to discussion or corments during the first part of
t he session, but woul d rat her serve for national preparations for the second part
of the session.

ltem 3 Enabling countries to respond to the opportunities arising fromthe
Ur uguay Round Agreenents so as to derive maxi mumavail abl e benefit by:
analysing the inpact to the Uruguay Round Agreenents on devel opnent
and enhanci ng capacities for participationinthe multilateral trading
system

This itemwould permit an exam nation of the current tradi ng opportunities
and chal | enges facing devel opi ng countries and the inpact of the U uguay Round
Agreenents on their devel opnent. Tradi ng opportunities of devel oping countries
i n goods and services and their integration into the world econonmy will also be
influenced to an inportant extent by the ability of these countries to
participate nore fully inthe multilateral trading system This issue will focus
on enhanci ng national capacities in terms of human resources and admi nistrative
infrastructures, to enable countries to adjust effectively to neet their
obligations and to take advantage of their rights under the multilateral trading
system as well as with the assistance provided to countries in the process of
accession to WIO. The secretariat report to this session should include possible
ways of strengthening capacities for participating in the multilateral trading
system

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ COM 1/ 2 Report by the UNCTAD secretari at
and Add. 1 Statistical tables.
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ltem 4 Integrating trade, environment and devel opnent: recent progress and
out st andi ng i ssues

Consi stent with the UNCTAD | X mandate, the Comm ssion should anal yse the
situation four years after the Rio Conference, particularly with regard to the
i ssues identified in paragraph 91 (iv) of the UNCTAD | X docunent.”’

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ COM 1/ 3 Report by the UNCTAD secretari at

ltem5 Provi si onal agenda for the second session for the Comni ssion and any
necessary preparation through expert neetings

Paragraph 107 of the Mdrand final document states that the Conmi ssions

"... wWill nmeet once a year unless otherw se decided by the Board. Sessions of
the Conmi ssions should be as short as possible and not exceed five days." A
draft provisional agenda for the second session of the Commission will be

subm tted for consideration at the second part of the first session.
Iltem 6 O her busi ness

ltem 7 Adoption of the report of the Conmi ssion

The report of the Commission wll be considered by the Trade and
Devel opnent Board.

*

Fi nal docunent adopted by the Conference at Mdrand in My 1996,
entitled "A Partnership for Gowth and Devel oprent” (TD 377).



