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1. ANNOTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

ltem 1 El ection of officers

1. In accordance with rul e 18 of the rules of procedure of the main Conmittees
of the Trade and Devel opnent Board, the Conm ssion shall elect a Chairnman, five
Vi ce-Chairmen and a Rapporteur from anong the representatives of its nenbers,
taking into account the need to ensure equitable geographical distribution.
Moreover, rule 19 of the same rules of procedure states that the Bureau of the
Conmi ssion shall consist of seven nenbers (i.e. four menbers from Lists A and
C conbi ned, two nenbers from List B and one nenber fromList Dreferred to in
the annex to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 1995 (XIX) as anended).

2. Accordingly, followi ng the cycle of rotation established after UNCTAD I X,
t he bureau for the second session of the Conmi ssion shall be as foll ows: Chairnan
fromList A(Asia); Rapporteur fromList D, and five Vice-Chairmen (3 fromLists
A and C, and 2 from List B).

ltem 2 Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

3. The provisional agenda for the second session of the Conmission, as
reproduced i n section | above, was approved by the Conmi ssion at the second part
of its first session on 21 February 1997 (TD/ B/ 44/5, annex |V).

4. Concer ni ng the organi zati on of the work of the session, the Conm ssion has
five days avail able. It is suggested that the agenda items be taken up
sequentially, with the first plenary neeting on Monday, 17 Novenber, being
devoted to procedural matters, introductory statenents and the comencenent of
t he di scussion under item3. The |last plenary neeting, on Friday, 21 Novenber,
woul d be devoted to the adoption of any formal action and to itens 7 and 8.

5. The secretariat will prepare a detailed programe of the session, which
will be nade available on the first day of the session.

Docunent ati on
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ltem 3 Diversification in connodity-dependent countries

6. This itemwll serve to revitalise the commpdities debate, as conmodity
dependence remanins a pressing concern for rmany developing countries.
Diversificationin production andtradeis anintegral el enent in the devel opnent
and econonmic restructuring and industrialisation of narginalised econom es,
notably in Africa and the LDCs, many of which are commodity-dependent. Beyond
the objectives pursued by diversification strategies, such as export revenue
i mprovenent and stabilization, the Conmm ssion session nay provi de an opportunity
to expl ore the devel opnent al aspects of diversification policy, such as i ncreased
value added and its retention in the exporting country, and the inpact of
diversification efforts on producer incones.

7. The gl obal environnent, where processing steps are increasingly divided
bet ween different | ocations, has altered the way Governnments and the enterprise
sector undertake diversification measures. The Comm ssion nenbers may wi sh to
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exchange experiences on how CGovernnents are adapting their donmestic trade and
sectoral policies to this new environnment, and on the extent to which they see
a case for increased supportive nmeasures to enabl e cormodi t y- dependent devel opi ng
countries to diversify. This mght also include a discussion on shortcom ngs
in diversification policy due, for exanple, to conflicting policy objectives.

8. Conmi ssion nmenbers may al so wish to explore how various fornms of inter-
ent erpri se cooperati on and econom ¢ and social institutions night be tapped with
a view to pronmoting successful diversification. Discussions could also touch
on the respective roles of the enterprise sector in agriculture and industry,
econoni ¢ and social infrastructure, finance and investnent, and institutional
support in strengthening and accel erating diversification efforts.

Docunent ati on
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Iltem 4 Ways and neans for inproving the opportunities for the expansion of
exports of goods and services from devel opi ng countries

9. This itemw Il first pernmit an exam nation of opportunities and chall enges

for devel oping countries in expanding trade in goods in the post-U uguay Round

envi ronnent . Sectors where sonme devel oping countries have recorded dynanic

export performances may provide an indication of export opportunities in
international narkets for other developing countries. Such sectors nay,
therefore, be identified, keeping in nmind that the dynanmic sectors are likely
to vary dependi ng on the | evel of devel opnent of particul ar devel opi ng countri es.
At the sanme time, attention has to be drawn to the obstacles such as market
access barriers and supply-side constraints which still prevent many devel opi ng
countries fromtaking optimal advantage of new market chances.

10. Furthernore, this itemwll pernit an exam nation of ways and nmeans to
strengthen the capacity of developing countries to export services. |ssues for
exam nation would include opportunities and challenges faced by devel oping
countries in delivering services to world markets, the inportance of well-
designed export strategies, the role of new technologies in the supply of
services and inprovenents in statistics on services trade. Finally, this item
will provide the opportunity to exami ne the scope for future initiatives to
enhance export opportunities of devel oping countries.
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ltem5 Reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Conmi ssion

11. In accordance with paragraph 114 of "A Partnership for Gowh and
Devel opnent" (TD/ 378), subsidiary bodies should report technical mtters
di scussed at the expert level to the parent Conmi ssion, which may transnit them
to the Board as appropriate. The Conmission will consider their findings and
di scuss the policy inplications. The Commi ssion shoul d, when appropriate, make
the results of its expert neetings available to other rel evant Comm ssions.
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Docurent ati on
TD/ B/ COM 1/ 7 Report of the Expert Meeting on Strengthening the
TD/ B/ COM 1/ EM 1/ 3 Capacity and Expanding Exports of Devel oping

Countries in the Services Sector: Health Services

Report of the Expert Meeting on Vertical
Diversification in the Food Processing Sector in
Devel opi ng Countri es?

Report of the Expert Meeting on Positive Measures
to Pronote Sustainabl e Devel opnent, Particularly
in Meeting the hjectives of MEAs?

Report of the Expert Meeting on Trade and
I nvest ment | npacts of Environnmental Managenent
St andards, Particularly the | SO 14000 Series, on
Devel opi ng Countries?

ltem 6 Provi sional agenda for the third session of the Conm ssion

12. In accordance with rul e 8 of the rul es of procedure of the nmain Committees,
the secretariat will subnmit during the session a draft provisional agenda for
the third session of the Commi ssion.

13. Furthernore, in accordance with the decision taken at UNCTAD | X (para. 114
of "APartnership for Gowh and Devel opnent"), the Comi ssi on may convene expert
neetings of short duration, not exceeding three days, in order to benefit from
a higher |evel of technical expertise. Expert nmeetings should receive fromthe
parent Conmmi ssion precise ternms of reference. In the Ilight of the provisional
agenda for the third session, the Conmi ssion is expected to decide on the expert
neetings to be convened during 1998.

ltem7 O her busi ness

ltem 8 Adoption of the report of the Conmssion to the Trade and
Devel opnent Board

14. The report of the Commission will be adopted at the final plenary neeting
of the second session and subnitted to the Trade and Devel opnent Board for
consi derati on.

! Synbol of report not available at tinme of witing.



