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[1. ANNOTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA
ltem 1 Election of officers
1. In accordance with rule 18 of the rules of procedure of the nmain Comm ttees

of the Trade and Devel opnent Board, the Comm ssion shall elect a Chairman, five
Vi ce- Chai rmen and a Rapporteur from anong the representatives of its nenbers,
taking into account the need to ensure equitabl e geographical distribution. Rule
19 of the rules of procedure states that the Bureau of the Conm ssion shal
consi st of seven menmbers (i.e. four nmenbers fromLists A and C comnbi ned, two
menmbers from List B and one nmenber from List D referred to in the annex to
CGeneral Assenbly resolution 1995 (Xl X) as anended).

2. Accordingly, following the cycle of rotation established after UNCTAD I X,
the bureau for the third session of the Comm ssion shall be as follows: Chairman
fromList D Rapporteur fromList C and five Vice-Chairmen (3 fromLists A and
C, and 2 fromList B).

ltem 2 Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

3. The provisional agenda for the third session of the Conm ssion, as
reproduced in section |I above, was approved by the Comm ssion at its second
session on 21 Novenber 1997 (TD/ B/ 45/2, annex 1V)

4, Concerning the organization of the work of the session, the Conm ssion has
five days available to it. It is suggested that the agenda itens be taken up
sequentially, with the first plenary neeting on Mnday, 28 Septenber, being
devoted to procedural matters, introductory statenments and the conmencenment of
the di scussion under item3. The last plenary meeting, on Friday, 2 Cctober,
woul d be devoted to the adoption of any formal action and to itenms 7 and 8.

5. The secretariat will prepare a detailed programre of the session, which
wi |l be nade avail able on the first day of the session
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ltem 3 Ways and neans of enhancing the utilization of trade preferences by
devel oping countries, in particular LDCs, as well as further ways
of expandi ng preferences

6. This itemwi |l serve to revitalize the debate on GSP and other unilatera
trade preferences and their role in the new trading environnent. The Conmi ssion
session provides an opportunity to explore new nmgjor policy initiatives to
enhance preference schenmes. Initiatives may include special nmeasures for LDCs,
enhanced burden sharing, developnent-friendly operation of preferential schenes,
har noni zati on of preferential rules of origin, and the search for a new concept
of special and differential treatnment for devel oping countries.
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7. This itemwi |l also provide the opportunity to di scuss strengthening and
reorientation of technical cooperation in order to place greater focus on
enabling LDCs to nake better use of GSP preferences, while adapting technica
cooperation for nore advanced devel oping countries to their changi ng needs.

Docunent ati on
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ltem 4 Scope for expanding exports of developing countries in specific
services sectors through all GATS nodes of supply, taking into
account their interrelationship, the role of information technol ogy
and of new busi ness practices

8. This itemwi |l permt an exam nation of opportunities and chall enges for
devel oping countries in expanding trade in services in the post-Uruguay Round
envi ronment. Sectors where some devel opi ng countries have created export niches
may provide an indication of export opportunities for other devel oping countries.
Sonme of these sectors have been identified in the report, particularly those
which lend thenselves to supply through cross-border electronic comrerce.
Furthermore, this item will permt an exam nation of the interrelationships
anongst the nodes of supply of services, taking into account the inpact of new
technol ogi es. The report draws upon the experience of the expert neetings
convened to exam ne particul ar service sectors.

9. At the same time, attention has to be drawn to the obstacles that can
hi nder export expansion, such as visa regulations, licensing and qualification
requi rements and techni cal standards, and supply-side constraints which stil
prevent many developing countries from taking advantage of new market
opportunities. Finally, this itemw |l provide the opportunity to exam ne export
strategies and the scope of future initiatives at the national, regional and
mul til ateral |evels.

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ COM 1/ 21 Report by the UNCTAD secretari at

Iltem5 Reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Comm ssion

10. In accordance wth paragraph 114 of "A Partnership for Gowh and
Devel opment” (TD/378), subsidiary bodies should report technical matters
di scussed at the expert level to the parent Commr ssion, which may transmt them
to the Board as appropriate. The Commi ssion will consider their findings and
di scuss the policy inplications. The Conm ssion should, when appropriate, make
the results of its expert meetings available to other rel evant Comr ssions.

11. In addition under this item and further to Board deci si on 445(EX-16), the
attention of the Commission will be drawn to the report of the Secretary-Genera
of UNCTAD on the Ad Hoc Meeting on GSP, GSTP and New Initiatives for LDCs.
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TD/ B/ COM 1/ 16 Report of the Expert Meeting to Exam ne the

TD/ B/ COM 1/ EM 5/ 3 Ef fecti veness and Usefulness for Commodity-
dependent Countries of New Tools in Comodity
Markets: Risk Mnagenment and Collateralized
Fi nance

TD/ B/ COM 1/ 17 Report of the Expert Meeting on Strengthening the

TD/ B/ COM 1/ EM 6/ 3 Capacity for Expanding the Tourism Sector in
Devel oping Countries, with Particular Focus on
Tour  Operators, Travel Agencies and O her
Suppliers

TD/ B/ COM 1/ 18 Report of the Expert Meeting on Strengthening

TD/ B/ COM 1/ EM 7/ 3 Capacities in Devel opi ng Countries to Devel op
their Environmental Services Sector

UNCTAD/ ST/ AC. 1/ 1 Report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on
his Ad Hoc Meeting on GSP, GSTP and New
Initiatives for LDCs

Item 6 Provi si onal agenda for the fourth session of the Comn ssion

12. In accordance with rule 8 of the rules of procedure of the main Comittees,

during the session, the secretariat will submt a draft provisional agenda for
the fourth session of the Comm ssion.

13. Furthernore, in accordance with the decision taken at UNCTAD | X (para. 114
of "A Partnership for Gowth and Devel opnent”), the Conmi ssion may convene expert
meeti ngs of short duration, not exceeding three days, in order to benefit from
a higher level of technical expertise. Expert meetings should receive fromthe
parent Conmi ssion precise terns of reference in the light of the provisional
agenda for the fourth session. The Commission is expected to decide on the
expert neetings to be convened during 1999.

ltem 7 O her busi ness

ltem 8 Adoption of the report of the Commission to the Trade and
Devel opnent Board

14. The report of the Commission will be adopted at the final plenary neeting
of the third session and submtted to the Trade and Devel opnent Board for
consi derati on.



