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MAINSTREAMING OF GENDER IN ORDER TO PROMOTE OPPORTUNITIES

Outcome of the Expert Meeting

1. Gender maingtreaming involves bringing the contribution, perspectives and priorities of both
women and men to the centre of atention in the development arenaiin order to inform the design,
implementation and outcomes of policiesand programnmes. Itisacritica strategy not only in the pursuit
of gender equdity — a deveopment god in its own right — but dso in the achievement of other
development gods, including economic ones. Indeed, overlooking relevant gender factors in
meacroeconomic policies and inditutions can undermine the successful outcome of those very same

policies and inditutions.
2. It wasin this spirit — and in line with the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action, ECOSOC agreed

conclusions 1997/17 of 1997, and the twenty-third specia sesson of the General Assembly in 2000—
that the Expert Meeting on Mainstreaming Gender to Promote Opportunities proceeded.

GE.O01-



TD/B/COM.3/EM.14/L.1
Page 2

3. The Expert Meeting identified the following policy options'recommendationsfor congderation
by the Commission on Enterprise, Business Facilitation and Devel opment, and requested that they also
be brought to the attention of the Commission on Tradein Goods and Services, and Commoditiesand
the Commission on Investment, Technology and Related Finance Issues.

() Mainstreaming gender in the area of commodities

Policy options/recommendations addressed to Governments

4.  Governmentsshould review laws, policies and adminigtrative practices, including customary and
traditiond laws, to ensure equal accessto land ownership, right to property and earnings, and credit in
rural arees.

5.  Governments should undertake proactive policies amed a encouraging the crestion of
cooperatives and enterprisesfor women in order to facilitate their accessto information, communication,
technologies and trading networks.

6.  Alongwith supporting gender- senstiveregular agricultura extenson programmes, Governments
should dsoinitiate and support activitiesaimed a providing business support services, such asmarketing
and business planning, for women. Governments, via dia ogue/guiddines/policy making, should ensure
that gender aspects are included in extension services of both the public and the private sectors.
Recommendations addressed to the international community and UNCTAD

7.  The internaiond community should desgn and implement technicd and financid assstance

programmeswith genuine consultationswith local and nationd representatives of women' sorganizations.

8. Theinternationd community should increase efforts for adequate development assistance and
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grengthen the resources of the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) to improve commodity

development measures and support women in their activities.

9.  UNCTAD should support women in the production and commercidization of high vaue added
products in non-traditional export sectors such as production of fresh fruits and vegetables. In this
respect, UNCTAD in cooperation with I'TC should help countries organize nationa training workshops
that will assst women producers to acquire expertise in achieving qudity standards in each market
segment in the importing country.

10. UNCTAD should liaisewith nationd, regiond and internationa organizationsto promotethematic
workshops of interest to women in the commodity sector across countries and other cgpacity building,
including technica assstance programmes.

11. UNCTAD should seek waysand meansto explorethe potential and opportunities offered by the

agro-tourism sector for rurd women as anew way of doing busnessin rurd aress.

12.  UNCTAD should explore, in collaboration with relevant international organizations, the posshility
for women to take advantage of biodiversity in developing countriesand to have accessto protection of
intellectud property rights (IPR), for example with regard to forest products, methods and techniques of

commodity processing and preservation, as well as other resources available.

(i) Mainstreaming gender in tradein services

Policy options/recommendations addressed to Governments

13.  Women'sdifferentiated contribution to society and to the nationd and theinternational economy,
paticularly in dl the service sectors, should be accounted for by better collection, classfication and

andydsof datisticsand quditative datato grasp the specid characterigtics of women’ swork in services,

with market value or not, as well as the interlinkages generated in other sectors. Thisisthe basisfor
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gppropriate tools to formulate adequate policies for socia and gender equity in services.

14. The competitive profile of women in terms of skills should be improved by implementing direct
programmes and by encouraging voluntary targeted actions by the business community in order to
promote productivity in services as well as negotiating skills.

15. Intheareaof multilatera and regiond negotiations, particular attention needs to be paid to the
service sectors where women have ademonsirated capacity to supply servicesthrough the four modes
of supply, namely transborder movement of services, consumer movement, establishment and
investment, and movement of natura persons (for example, in such areas as hedlth services, education

services, and cultural and recrestional services).

16. Theparticipation of womenin policy and decison making should be enhanced by improving ther
competencies/skills in leadership related to trade in services.

17. Policy-oriented studies on gender impacts of liberdization of the services sector need to be
conducted, in cooperation with UNCTAD.

Recommendations addressed to the international community and UNCTAD

18. In order to increase the qudity of service provision in some sectors, as wdl as improve the
livelihoods of women providing services, it could be necessary for trade liberaization of servicesto be
accompanied by appropriate international standards for business and professona qudifications and
conduct. Thiswouldinclude, for instance, adoption of various ethic codesfor recruitment or recognition

of professond qudifications and competencies.

19. A methodology of sex-disaggregated data identification and ensuing collection of suitable
informationin the services sector needsto be designed and implemented, distinguishing trade and foreign

owned activities wherever possible.
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20. Transparency in the area of accessto information at al levels should be enhanced.

(iii) Mainstreaming gender in FDI policy

Policy options/recommendations addressed to Governments

21.  With respect to promoting gender equdity, Governments should:

@

(b)

(©)

Collect sex-disaggregated data on employment, wages, etc., which could assist policy
makers in assessing the gender- differentiated impact of FDI;

AssessFDI palicies asthey impact on gender equdity; thisincludeslooking a education,
on-the-job training facilities and transfer of knowledge and technology;

Examine gender-specific conditionsin selected FDI-intensive industries and sectors,

22.  With respect to promoting macro-economic and development goals, Governments should:

@

(b)

(©

(d)

Screen FDI flowsfor congstency with macroeconomic and development godl's, including

gender equdlity;

Take into account the gender impact when designing FDI targeting programmes and
strategies geared to attracting FDI into particular sectors and industries,

Assess the gender implications of an “over-dependency” on exports,

Promote gender-sengitivity and socia responsibility of the private sector, in cooperation

with the business community.
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Recommendations addressed to the international community and UNCTAD

23. Theinternationd community and UNCTAD should:

(& Collect and publicize best practice examples from different industries and countries that

relate to employment equdity (including recruitment, training, promotion and working

conditions) in TNCs, especidly in export processng/free trade zones,

24. UNCTAD should:

(8 Integrate a gender perspective into al andyss and research, as well asin the advisory
sarvices related to FDI and itsimpact on host economies,

(b) Examine TNC subcontracting approachesin terms of the effects on supplier firmsand the
informal sector.

(iv) Mainstreaming gender in enterprise development

Policy options/recommendations addressed to Governments

25. Governments should:

(8 Review and adapt laws and commercid regulations to enhance women's access to

ownership and use of economic resources,

(b) Ensure that domegtic financid inditutions reach the underserved segment of women
entrepreneurs by:
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()  Encouraging banks to report on the composition of their loan portfolios by size of

enterprise and by sex;

(i) Offering specid credit lines for women entrepreneurs,

(i)  Providing both financia and non-financid services to women entrepreneurs by

entering into partnershipswith quaified business devel opment service providers.

(©) Support the creation of national networks of women entrepreneurs and business

associations.

Recommendations addressed to the international community and UNCTAD

26. Theinternationd community should:

(@ Improve women's access to finance through partnerships between internationa
organizations, for example Women's World Banking, and women's business
asociationsto increase the awareness of how financia innovations can remove barriers

to finance

(b) Promotetraining and mentoring programmesfor bank management and saff in order
to sengtize them to the needs of women entrepreneurs and the potentid benefits of
reaching this underserved market;

(©)  Providetraining through quaified business development service providersto improve
the management and financid skills of women entrepreneurs so that they can effectively

negotiate with creditors and investors,

(d) Egtablish within the Committee of Donor Agencies for Smadl and Medium-sized
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Enterprise Development a working group on women entrepreneurs in order to
coordinate their approaches and develop best practices in their programmes serving
women entrepreneurs.

27. UNCTAD, in cooperation with other internationd organizations, should:

(& Promote regiond networks of women entrepreneurs and business associations,

(b) Contribute to improving the coherence of policies and strategies, aswdl as other
links, between enterprise development programmes of UN agencies,

(©) Together with I TU, sudy thefeasibility of acybermarket for women entrepreneursand

Specid training in e-commerce.

(v) Maingreaming gender in ICT policy

Policy options/recommendations addressed to Governments

28.  Recognizing the public goods nature of knowledge and the Internet, Governments should ensure

rapid, equitable and affordable access to the Internet and ICT for women by taking al appropriate

measures such as,

(& Esablishing an appropriate infrastructure (through telecentres, Internet cafes, etc.) in

order to facilitate women's access to the Internet;

(b) Providing computers and telecommunications at affordable prices to low-income
families and specificaly women entrepreneurs, as demonstrated by countries such as
Pakistan;
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(¢ Involvinglocd governments (in addition to the national Government) in reaching out to

rurd communities,

(d) Creating broad awareness raisng programmes using mass mediaand targeting rurd

aress,
(e) Offering computer and language skillstraining specificaly targeted at women; focusing
on distance education at home or community centres; and offering training coursesto

women in telecentres at low cost;

(f)  Trainingwomen in the methods and scope of setting up e-businessesand developing e-

commerce;

(9 Promoting the capacity of women as managers and owners of telecentres;

(h)  Introducing the appropriate language courses in primary schoals;

(i)  Providing Internet databases in loca languages,

()  Creating public-private partnerships to facilitete access via the Internet to foreign

markets and potentia business partners for women entrepreneurs.

29.  They should enhance the number of women inthe IT industry by:

(& Incressing the enrolment of femae students in ICT-related courses through specific
promotion campaigns and scholarships,

(b) Ensuring the participation of women in the desgn and development of new
technologies,
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(©

Ensuring the representation of women in ICT policy making bodies.

30. They should support organizations and grassroot groupsinvolved in asssting women with access

and usage of the Internet and ICT.

Recommendations addressed to the international community and UNCTAD

31

Theinternational community and UNCTAD should as a matter of urgency:

@

(b)

(©

(d)

(€

Mainstream gender in their overal work on ICT and e-commerce;

Promote ways in which ICT and e-commerce can creste new economic
opportunitiesfor women and thus contribute towardsincreas ng the competitiveness of

developing countries,

| dentify gender- specific opportunities of the digita economy through andytica and case
study-based work, including on such issues as. (i) thelevel of employment provided to
women in ICT-related services sectors, (ii) the extent to which these sectors are
involved in export; and (iii) the type of employment foreign firms provide in these
services sectors, from a gender perspective;

Collaborate with Governments and the private sector to incorporate the findings from
ther andyticd work into policy didogue and decison making;

Develop programmes to facilitate women's access and use of ICT and e-commerce

tools, specificaly through transfer of technology and competitive scholarships,
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(f)  Promote waysto facilitate women's access to information and the use of ICT inloca

Government development, and the establishment of information management systems.

32. The Commission on Science and Technology for Devel opment should formulate guiddines on
increasing the participation of women in I T during the course of itswork on its new subgtantive theme:

Technology development and capacity building for competitivenessin adigital economy.



