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Recommendati ons of the Expert Meeting to the Comm ssion on Enterprise,
Busi ness Facilitation and Devel opnent?

Backgr ound

1. The Expert Meeting recalled that, despite the rapid progress in information
technol ogy, custons transit continues to be largely based on procedures invol ving
the transm ssion of paper documents

2. The Meeting stressed the crucial contribution of information technology to
the proper functioning of custons transit systens. The Meeting al so noted that,
al t hough autormati on coul d not be considered as a panacea for the solution of al
transit problens, such systens could have a positive inpact on inproving transit
operations. Neverthel ess people rather than machines remain crucial for the
proper functioning of custons transit. This in turn requires an adequate | ega
and procedural basis, as well as a proper system of guarantees. Cust ons

adm ni strations nust have adequate nmanpower and facilities and be commtted to
conbating fraud, snuggling and corruption in all its forms. The Meeting noted

! Adopted by the Expert Meeting at its closing plenary neeting, on 7
May 1997.
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that the “backbone“of transit information systens should include, inter alia,
several features: on the one hand specific data on operators and nodes, custons
regi mes, nature of cargo; on the other hand data on common basic features per
consi gnnent .

3. The Meeting al so underlined that transport information systens to track
transit cargo should be further enhanced with a view to autonating data capture.
The current |ack of such systens in many countries jeopardi zes the efficiency of
transit transport operators; and it is also detrinental to the efficient
perfornmance of customs transit systens.

4. The Meeting recalled the use of UNCTAD s Autonated Systemfor Qustons Data
(ASYCUDA) and Advance Cargo Information System (ACS) in nmany countries at
different levels of developnent. It agreed that the conputerization of transit
procedures could significantly contribute to speedi ng up the procedures and
reduci ng their cost, for the benefit of trade, while enhancing the efficiency of
Custons controls and cargo tracking. At the sane tine, however, it believed that
only through cooperation wi th other organizations - e.g. The Wrld Custons

QO gani zati on (WO, the European Conmi ssion and ot her regional groupings involved
insimlar initiatives - could maxi mum benefits be realised.

Recomendat i ons

5. The Meeting believed that UNCTAD should, in cooperation with all other
interested parties, work towards developing a transit nodule, in the context of
ASYCUDA and ACI'S, which woul d incorporate the structure of nessagi ng systens
outlined in the paper “Use of information technol ogies to make transit
arrangenents nore effective” (TDYB/ COM 3/ EM 1/ 2 and Add. 1).

6. The Meeting considered that the transit nodul e could cover all functions of
Custons control and transport nonitoring of transit goods fromthe beginning to
the conpletion of the transit operation, including the rel ease of securities
where appropriate. It should be open to sinilar conputerized systens and, to the
extent permtted by national laws, it should permt relevant access by trade and
transport operators. Messages used shoul d be based on existing internationa
standards, in particular UN ED FACT. A group of countries both transit and | and-
| ocked, with a priority on LDCs, could be targeted to act as pilot sites for such
an electronic transit module. Furthernore, the possibilities offered by

| ocal i zation techni ques such as d obal Positioning Systens (GPS) could be

i nvesti gated for eventual use

7. The Meeting al so considered that UNCTAD shoul d cooperate with the

organi zations involved in the devel oprment and mai nt enance of transit systens, in
particul ar The United Nations Econom c Comm ssion for Europe, the European
Conmi ssion, regional groupings in devel oping countries as well as relevant
public and private sectors.

8. The Meeting considered the inportance of strengthening technica
cooperation in favour of devel oping countries, in particular of the |east
devel oped, to benefit fromthe progress in using infornmation technol ogy for
custons transit.
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9. The Meeting recogni zed the need for a conprehensive Qustons transit system
and an integrated cargo tracking systemopen to all operators. The Meeting al so
recogni sed that UNCTAD shoul d pursue its support for current users of ASYCUDA and
AC'S and pursue the devel opment and further inplenentation, including the
pronoti on and ongoi ng support for both systens.



