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Agreed concl usions *

1. In the years to cone, the development of electronic comerce wll affect
fundanentally the functioning of international trade. The participation of
devel oping countries - in particular the |east developed countries, and certain
devel opi ng countries with structurally weak and vul nerabl e econom es - and countries
with economes in transition, and in particular of their enterprise sectors, in
el ectronic commerce will be an essential ingredient for growh and weal th creation
at the global |evel.

2. However, present inequalities in access to underlying infrastructures (such
as tel ecomuni cations) and networks (such as the Internet) need to be addressed if
the potential benefits of electronic conrerce are to be realized in a truly gl oba
fashion. Equally inportant in this respect will be the ability of these countries
to access relevant information about the technical, |egal, economc and policy
i ssues raised by the rapid devel opnent of el ectronic conmerce.

* As agreed at its closing plenary neeting on Monday 14 Decenber 1998.
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3. In this context, the “Partners for Devel opment” neeting (held in Lyon, France,
from9 to 12 Novenber 1998) constitutes a positive contribution towards a comon
under st andi ng of the devel opnment di mension of electronic commerce. The Comni ssion
consi ders that the pursuance of this positive approach could contribute to the work
towards an international framework for electronic comerce

4, The Commi ssion expresses its appreciation to the secretariat for the quality
of the analytical docunentation produced for its third session, and stresses the
i mportance of anal ytical docunmentation in raising awareness anong nenber States of
the potential benefits and obstacles specific to the devel opment dinmension of
el ectronic comerce and in deepening understanding of policy inplications. It
consi ders that UNCTAD can make a significant and positive contribution to the
current debate on electronic conmerce by pursuing such work, while focusing on
i ssues related to trade and devel opnent. This should be done in cooperation with
i nternational organizations which have a specific interest in the field of
el ectroni c commerce

5. The Commi ssion takes note of the recomendati ons of the expert meeting on
“Capacity-building in the area of electronic conmrerce: human resource devel opnent”,
contai ned in docunent TD/ B/ COM 3/ 13.

A. Addressed to Governments

6. Covernnents are invited to provide the proper |egal and regul atory environment
for the rapid developnent of electronic comerce and its dissem nation anong
enterprises, especially small and nediumsized enterprises with a view towards,
inter alia, facilitating interoperability. |In particular, policy neasures |likely
to encourage investnent in |local telecomrunications infrastructures and Internet
connectivity should be considered as a precondition for the enhancenent of the
participation of all countries in electronic conmerce.

7. Both the private sector and the public sector have inportant contributions to
make to the design of the national and international rules and guidelines which wll
allowa fair and truly gl obal dissem nation of the benefits of electronic comerce.
Covernnents are invited to pay appropriate attention to the experience and expertise
of their own enterprises in the area of electronic conmerce.

8. Governnments are invited to pursue their efforts to give appropriate
consi deration to the devel opment inpact of the possible rules and regul ati ons they
coul d adopt nationally, regionally and internationally in the field of electronic
conmmer ce
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B. Addressed to the international community

9. The international comrunity is invited to strengthen assistance to these

countries in the following priority areas:

(a) Rai si ng the awareness of governnent officials, trade practitioners and

entrepreneurs about the wvarious legal, technical and economc

di mensions of electronic comrerce, and their potential inpact on the

ability of these <countries to participate nmore actively
i nternational trade

(b) Offering practical learning and information tools to enhance the
ability of such countries and their enterprises to use the techniques

of electronic comrerce effectively ;

(c) Strengt heni ng devel oping countries’ ability to enhance their trade

efficiency through the use of electronic neans;

(d) Provi di ng necessary assi stance to these countries in capacity-building

and in setting up the necessary legal and regulatory framework to

benefit fromelectronic commerce;

(e) Facilitating broader participation of these countries in the work

towards an international framework for el ectronic comrerce

C. Addressed to UNCTAD

10. The Comm ssion takes note of the existing cooperation between UNCTAD and
other relevant international and regional organizations which have rel evance in the
field of electronic comrerce and stresses the inportance of further enhanci ng such
cooperation.

11. The Conmm ssion requests that UNCTAD gather information relevant to
devel opnment-rel ated di nensions of electronic commerce and that this be posted on
UNCTAD s website. Such information could include devel opnent-rel ated progranmes
of international organizations as well as basic statistics on Internet access and
connectivity.
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12. The UNCTAD secretariat is encouraged to pursue its analytical and research
work on the links between el ectronic conmrerce and devel oprment, with special focus
on measures and policies likely to enhance the ability of these countries to
participate nmore fully in global electronic comerce. The secretariat is
encouraged to approach other relevant organi zations to produce joint studies in
areas of particular interest to these countries. Specific inmportance should
continue to be attached to the |inks between electronic comerce and trade
facilitation. Such work should be nmade available to other rel evant organizations,
in particular the Wrld Trade Organi zation

13. The Comm ssion requests UNCTAD to organize regional electronic comerce
wor kshops; enphasis should be put in such workshops on stinulati ng exchanges of
experi ences anong enterprises having a practical know edge of electronic conmerce.

14. The Conm ssion takes note of the secretariat’s revised proposals for the
Trade Efficiency Assessment Methodol ogy (TEAM and encourages the secretariat to
approach possi bl e donors to expand, if necessary, to other countries the val uable
exercise carried out in Canbodi a.

15. The Commi ssion takes into account and supports UNCTAD s work in the area of
el ectronic commerce. Concerning the Trade Point Programre, the Commi ssion
reserves its conclusions for its next session in the light of the ongoing
di scussion on the in-depth review of that programme in the Wrking Party on the
Medi umterm Pl an and the Progranmme Budget.

16. The Commi ssion agreed to convene the follow ng expert meeting under agenda
item 4:

Capacity-building in the area of electronic conrerce: |egal and regul atory
di mensi ons:

(a) Potenti al inpact on devel oping countries of the |egal and regulatory
proposal s currently being discussed in international foruns;

(b) Capacities and policies to be considered by devel oping countries and
the international comunity to stinmulate the participation of smaller
pl ayers (including small and nediumsized enterprises and |east
devel oped countries) in global electronic comerce.

It decided to mandate its extended Bureau to consider the topic for the second
expert neeting under this agenda item



