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SUMVARY

At its third session, the Conm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for
Devel opnent considered five main itens, including the exam nation of a report
on the substantive thenme for the session, “Information and comunication
technol ogies (ICT) for developnment”, submtted by the Wirking G oup on
I nformati on Technol ogy for Devel opnment. Other substantive agenda itens
covered science, technology and innovation policy reviews (STIPs); action
arising fromthe second session; consideration of ways and neans of
comenorating in 1999 the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations
Conf erence on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opment and the vision of the
United Nations role in the area of science and technol ogy for devel opnent;
and the role and activities of the Comm ssion regarding the coordination of
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent.

After consideration of the substantive agenda itenms, the Comm ssion
adopted an ommi bus resolution, entitled “Science and technol ogy for
devel opnent”, which addressed all the mgjor issues discussed at the
third session, and recomended it for adoption by the Econom c and Socia
Counci | .

In the above-nentioned resolution, it was decided that the substantive
theme and the focus of the work of the Conmi ssion during the inter-sessiona
period 1997-1999 woul d be “Sci ence and technol ogy partnershi ps and networki ng
for national capacity-building”. Panels or working groups of the Comm ssion
woul d anal yse and meke reconmendati ons on a nunber of issues related to the
subj ect, including North-South as well as South-South partnerships and
networks involving, inter alia, enterprises, educational bodies, research
i nstitutions, governnental science and technol ogy departnents, and other
actors in the field of science and technology, with particular attention to
be paid to biotechnol ogy and energy. It was further decided to hold a pane
meeti ng on bi otechnology and its inpact on devel opnent, bringing together
nati onal experts and experts fromrelevant institutions and United Nations
agenci es working on that subject, in order to identify critical issues
rel evant to devel opment not sufficiently covered by existing forums, with
particular attention to food production

Regarding ICTs, it was recommended under the resolution that Governments
establish national ICT strategies, and establish task forces or ensure that
existing entities be charged with the design of national |ICT strategies.
They were requested to report to the Conm ssion on those activities at its
fourth session. To assist countries in the preparation of those reports,
wor kshops may be organi zed, provided extrabudgetary resources can be found.
The rel evant bodies of the United Nations systemwere also invited to assess
their capability to provide assistance and pronote cooperation in the ICT
area, and to suggest areas in which they are best able to assist devel oping
countries and countries in transition in the design and inplenmentation of
their national ICT strategies. The secretariat of the Comm ssion was
requested to synthesize the results of those assessnments, and to organize,

Wi thin existing resources, an inter-agency neeting to discuss the synthesis
report. The Conmi ssion was requested to identify an independent institute



to prepare a study for the next session of the Conm ssion on new forns of
resource generation, focusing on ICTs that m ght support econom c and socia
devel opnent priorities.

Furthernore, under the resolution, the Council would recomend the
continuation of cooperation between the Conm ssion and the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opnent on science, technol ogy and i nnovation
policy reviews (STIPs), and woul d decide that the Conm ssion shoul d organize
a wor kshop conparing the experiences in STIP or simlar reviews in devel oping
countries and countries in transition

The Council woul d al so reconmend under the resolution that the
Commi ssion, in the formof expert group neetings, carry out a programre of
preparation for a comon vision of the future of science and technol ogy for
devel opnent. The Council would further reconmend that the Comm ssion convene
a workshop to provide a forumfor coalition of resources, particularly in
relation to IClTs. The Council would also recommend that in any future session
of the Conmi ssion, the report on the budget and inter-sessional activities of
the Comm ssion be considered under a separate agenda item It would request
the Gender Advisory Board to continue its work, as reported in collaboration
with all relevant organizations, in particular those within the United Nations
system

Regardi ng the coordination of activities in science and technol ogy for
devel opnent of the United Nations system under the resolution the Counci
woul d decide that the secretariat of the Comm ssion should be requested to
study the possibility of setting up, in collaboration with other
United Nations bodies, including the regional conm ssions, an el ectronic
network on their activities in science and technol ogy for devel opnent.

It would further decide that in order to pronote better interaction with
United Nations bodies, especially the regional commi ssions, the Comm ssion
shoul d gi ve consideration to including suitably qualified menbers of those
bodies in the working groups of the Commi ssion; in addition, neetings of the
wor ki ng groups of the Conmmi ssion nmight be held in the offices of the regiona
conmi ssi ons, whenever possi bl e.

The Commi ssion al so recommended in draft decision | that the Counci
decide (a) to hold an organi zational neeting of the Commi ssion at CGeneva or in
New York as early as possible in January 1998 for the sole purpose of electing
the nmenbers of the Bureau other than the Chairman, the neeting to be attended
by representatives of permanent m ssions at either venue; (b) to extend the
termof the current nenbers of the Commr ssion's Bureau until 31 Decenber 1997.
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Chapter |

MATTERS CALLI NG FOR ACTI ON BY THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L
OR BROUGHT TO I TS ATTENTI ON

A. Draft resolution

1. The Commi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment recomends
to the Econonmic and Social Council the adoption of the follow ing draft
resol ution:

DRAFT RESOLUTI ON

Sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent

The Economi ¢ and Soci al Council,

Recogni zing the role of the Conm ssion on Science and Technol ogy
for Devel opnent as a forumfor the exam nation of science and technol ogy
qguestions, for inproving understanding of science and technol ogy policies for
devel opnent, and for the fornulation of reconmendati ons and gui delines on
sci ence and technology matters within the United Nations system all in
relation to devel opnent,

Al so recogni zing that the Conmi ssion, in carrying out its work, should
pay special attention to the needs and requirenents of devel opi ng countries,
in particular the |east devel oped countries and | andl ocked and small island
devel oping States, and that it should in addition take into consideration the
rel evant problens of countries with economies in transition

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Conmi ssion's Wrking
Group on Information and Communi cati on Technol ogi es for Devel opnent 1/ and the
concl usi ons and recomrendati ons contai ned therein,

Recogni zi ng that the social and economi c potential of informtion and
comuni cation technol ogies is enornous, and that the risks for those w thout
the capabilities to access, design, produce and use the new products and
service applications may lead to their marginalization fromactive
participation in the global econony,

Noting with satisfaction the report on the scientific and technol ogi ca
aspects of sustainable energy systens, 2/

Also noting with satisfaction the report by the Gender Advisory Board on
its work, 3/

1/ See E/CN. 16/ 1997/ 4.
2/ See E/CN. 16/ 1997/ 3.

3/ As summarized in E/CN 16/1997/8, paras. 19-22.



Further noting with satisfaction that the science, technol ogy and
i nnovation policy reviews directed at a broad spectrum of sectors, including
i ndustry, social sectors and government itself, have started, with one review
al ready conpl eted, another under way and a third awaiting financing,

Noting the other relevant docunentation submitted to the Comm ssion for
consideration at its third session, 4/

Al so noting that the fourth session of the Comm ssion is schedul ed
to take place 20 years after the United Nations Conference on Sci ence and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, held at Vienna, and recognizing that there is
a need to define a new vision and to enhance continuously the role for the
United Nations systemin the area of science and technol ogy for devel opnent,

Recal | i ng Commi ssion decision 2/101 on its working nmethods, which was
ratified by the Council,

Recogni zi ng that enhanced transparency and accountability are essenti al
for the efficient and effective functioning of the Conm ssion

Wel coming the initiative taken by the United Nations Educati onal
Scientific and Cultural Organization in holding a Wrld Sci ence Conference
in 1999 to strengthen the conmm tnment of countries to scientific research and
devel opnent in the service of societal progress,

Activities as followup to the earlier work of the Conni ssion

A. I nformati on and communi cati on technol ogi es for devel opnent

1. Recommends that each devel oping country and country in transition
establish a national strategy for information and comuni cati on technol ogi es,
taking into account, inter alia, the guidelines proposed by the Wrking G oup
on Information and Comuni cati on Technol ogi es for Devel opnent of the
Commi ssi on on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opment. Where such strategies
al ready exist, they could be reviewed in the |light of those guidelines;

2. Recommends that action be taken by national Governnments to
establish a task force or conmi ssion, or to ensure that an existing entity
be charged with the design of the national strategy for information and
comuni cati on technol ogi es;

3. Invites countries, in order to facilitate the exchange of
experience anong them at the international and regional levels, to prepare a
report on their strategies for informtion and comuni cation technol ogi es for
the next session of the Conmission, to be held in 1999. Countries' reports
shoul d include the priorities of each national strategy, the mechanisns for
updating, and the procedures for inplenenting the strategy, and to enhance the
val ue of the reports, consideration mght be given to the organization of
wor kshops, all of which should be financed from extrabudgetary resources;

4/ E/CN. 16/ 1997/2, 3, 5 and 7; E/CN. 16/1997/CRP. 1-5; and
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ M sc. 1- 5.



4. Invites relevant bodies of the United Nations systemto assess
their capability to provide assistance and pronote cooperation in the area of
i nformati on and communi cati on technol ogi es, and to suggest areas in which they
are best able to assist devel oping countries and countries in transition in
the design and inplenentation of their national strategies for information and
comuni cati on technol ogi es;

5. Requests the secretariat of the Comm ssion to synthesize the
results of those assessnents, and - within existing resources - to hold an
i nter-agency neeting in cooperation with the Comri ssion to review that
synt hesi s;

6. Invites Governments, the public and business sectors, academ a
and non-governnental organizations in industrialized countries to engage in
technol ogi cal cooperation activities with their counterparts in devel opi ng
countries and countries in transition in order to facilitate their access,
encour age the use, production and devel opment of information and conmuni cati on
technol ogies, and to ensure their effective participation in building the
gl obal information infrastructure;

7. Requests the Conmission to identify an independent institute
to prepare a study for the next session of the Conm ssion on new forns of
resource generation, focusing on information and comruni cati on technol ogi es
that m ght support social and econom c devel opnment priorities;

B. Science, technology and innovation policy reviews

8. Deci des that the Comm ssion shall organize a workshop conparing
experience in science, technol ogy and innovation policy or simlar reviews
i n devel opi ng countries and countries in transition in order to stinulate a
| earni ng process in those innovative efforts, subject to the availability of
extrabudgetary resources;

9. Recommends the continuation of cooperation between the Comr ssion
and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment on science,
technol ogy and innovation policy reviews;

C. Comon vision of the future of science and technol ogy for
devel opment.

10. Recommends that the Conmi ssion, in the form of expert group
nmeetings, carry out a programre of preparation, as outlined in the report of
the neeting of the preparatory working group on that subject, held on 20 and
21 Decenber 1996 at Ceneva, 5/ taking into account regional inputs;

5/ See E/CN. 16/ 1997/ CRP. 2.



D. Gender Advisory Board

11. Requests the Gender Advisory Board to continue its work as
reported, in collaboration with all relevant organizations, in particular
those within the United Nations system

E. New substantive thene and other activities

12. Deci des that the substantive theme for the inter-sessiona
period 1997-1999 will be “Science and technol ogy partnerships and networ ki ng
for national capacity-building”. The thenme will include North-South as wel

as Sout h- Sout h partnershi ps and networks involving, inter alia, enterprises,
educational bodies, research institutions, governnental science and technol ogy
departnents, and other actors in the field of science and technol ogy, with
particular attention to be paid to biotechnol ogy and energy;

13. Al so decides to hold a panel neeting on biotechnology and its
i npact on devel opnent, bringing together country experts and experts from
rel evant institutions and United Nati ons agencies working on that subject,
in order to identify critical issues relevant to devel opment that are not
sufficiently covered by existing forums, with particular attention to food
production, and in order to recomend how further work on those issues night
be undert aken;

F. Budget and inter-sessional activities

14. Recommends that at future sessions of the Conm ssion, the report
on the budget and inter-sessional activities of the Comn ssion be considered
under a separate agenda item

G Coordination of science and technology for devel opnent in the
United Nations system

15. Deci des that the secretariat of the Conm ssion on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent shall be requested to study the possibility of
setting up, in collaboration with other United Nations bodies, including
regi onal comm ssions, an electronic network on their activities in science and
technol ogy for devel opnent, meking that network wi dely accessible to science
and technol ogy institutes around the world;

16. Al so decides that in order to pronpte better interaction with
United Nations bodies, especially the regional commi ssions, the Comm ssion
shall give consideration to including suitably qualified menbers of those
bodies in the working groups of the Conmi ssion. |In addition, meetings of the
Commi ssion's working groups mght be held in the offices of the regiona
commi ssi ons, whenever possible;

H Coalition of resources

17. Recommends that a workshop be convened by the Conmi ssion on
Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent to provide a forumfor coalition
of resources, particularly in relation to informtion and comuni cation
t echnol ogi es.



B. Draft decisions

2. The Commi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment recomends to
t he Economi c and Social Council the adoption of the follow ng draft decisions:

DRAFT DECI SI ON

El ection of the nenbers of the Bureau other than the Chairman

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council* deci des:

(a) That an organi zati onal neeting of the Comm ssion on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent shall be held at Geneva or in New York as early
as possible in January 1998 for a duration of half a day, w thin existing
resources, for the sole purpose of electing the nenbers of the Conm ssion's
Bureau other than the Chairman, the neeting to be attended by representatives
of permanent nissions at either venue;

(b) That the current nenbers of the Bureau shall stay in office
until 31 Decenber 1997

DRAFT DECI SI ON |

Report of the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy
for Devel opnent on its third session and provisiona
agenda and docunentation for the fourth session of
the Comm ssion**

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council :

(a) Takes note of the report of the Comm ssion on Science and
Technol ogy for Developnent on its third session

(b) Approves the provisional agenda and docunentation for the
fourth session of the Conmm ssion set out bel ow

PROVI S| ONAL AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH SESSI ON OF THE COVM SSI ON
1. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

2. Substantive thene: *“Science and technol ogy partnershi ps and networki ng
for national capacity-building”.

Docunent ati on
Report of the Secretary-Cenera

* For the discussion, see chap. VI

*x For the discussion, see chap. VIII



10.

11.

12.

Panel on bi otechnol ogy.

Docunent ati on
Reports of the panel on biotechnol ogy

Comon vision on the future of science and technol ogy for devel opnent
on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations
Conf erence on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent.

Docunent ati on
Report of panel s/working groups on conmon vision on the future of
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnment

Budget and inter-sessional activities of the Comm ssion.

Docunent ati on
Note by the secretariat

Coalition of resources.

Docunent ati on
Note by the secretariat

Conpr ehensi ve note on inplenmentation and progress nmade on deci sions
taken at the third session of the Conmm ssion, including follow up work
on information comuni cati on technol ogi es and sci ence, technol ogy and
i nnovation policy review.

Docunent ati on
Note by the secretariat

Rol e and activities of the Conm ssion regarding the coordi nati on of
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent.

Docunent ati on
Note by the secretariat

El ection of the Chairperson and other officers for the fifth session of
t he Conmi ssi on.

Provi si onal agenda and organi zation of work for the fifth session of the
Conmi ssi on.

O her matters.

Adoption of the report of the Conmission on its fourth session



C. Decision brought to the attention of the Counci

3. The foll owi ng decision adopted by the Commission is brought to the
attention of the Econom c and Social Council:

Decision 3/101. Chairman's summries of the discussions*

At its 9th neeting, on 16 May 1997, the Comm ssion on Sci ence and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent decided to include the Chairman's summaries of the
di scussions at its third session in the report of the Commi ssion on that
sessi on.

Chapter |1

SUBSTANTI VE THEME: | NFORMATI ON AND COVMUNI CATI ON
TECHNOLOG ES FOR DEVELOPMENT

1. The Comm ssion considered item2 of its agenda at its 1st, 2nd, 3rd

and 9th neetings, on 12, 13 and 16 May 1997. It had before it a note by the
Secretary-Ceneral transmitting the report of the Whrking Goup on Information
and Comuni cati on Technol ogi es for Devel opment (E/ CN. 16/1997/4).

2. At its 1st neeting, on 12 May, the Director of the National Centre for
Sof tware Technol ogy (1 ndia) nade an introductory statement.

3. At the same neeting, the Co-Chairman of the Working Goup on Information
Technol ogy (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel and) al so made an
i ntroductory statenent.

4, Al so at the same neeting, the representative of China nade a statenent.

5. At the sanme neeting, the representative of the Econonic and Soci al
Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific nmade a statenent.

6. At the 2nd neeting, on 12 May, the representatives of the
Uni ted Kingdom Uruguay, Colonbia, Chile, Malta, the Russian Federation
Bel arus, Jamai ca and Gernmany nade statements.

7. At the 3rd neeting, on 13 May, the representatives of the

United Kingdom Bul garia, Ethiopia, Uruguay, Colonbia, the United Republic
of Tanzania, Malta, Pakistan, Ronmania, Egypt, Togo, Gernany and Jamai ca nmade
statenents.

8. At the sanme neeting, the representative of the Econonic and Soci al
Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) nmade a statement.

* For the discussion, see chap. I X, sect. B



Chai rman's summary of the general discussion

9. The Working G oup on Information and Communi cati on Technol ogi es for
Devel opnent, in its report and recommendati ons, had focused on the probl ens of
access to and the inpacts of those technol ogies in devel oping countries and
countries in transition. The work of the W rking Goup had led to the
preparation, in addition to its report, of two background documents. The
first docunment dealt with scenarios for the devel opnent and inpact of

i nformati on and comuni cati on technol ogies (I CTs) on devel opi ng countries and
countries in transition. The second was an extensive and in-depth analysis of
the role of ICTs in building innovative know edge societies, which could serve
as a source book for, ampong others, the national task forces that were
recommended by the Working G oup.

10. Havi ng consi dered the argunents and evi dence on the pattern of diffusion
of ICTs and their impacts on countries, the Wrking Goup had arrived at

t hree basic working assunptions, which underlined its recommendations to

t he Conmi ssi on:

(a) The potential of ICTs far exceeded their inmpacts to date, and
al t hough in the short run the cost of joining the global information
infrastructure might be high, in the long run the cost of not joining was
likely to be even higher. There was therefore no alternative for devel oping
countries but to gain access to those technologies and join the energing
gl obal information infrastructure;

(b) There was a need for the active involvenent of the private sector
in the diffusion of ICTs in devel oping countries and countries in transition
al though in countries in which the private sector was still at an early stage
of devel opnent, public/private sector partnerships m ght be necessary to
pronpt access to and effective application of |CTs;

(c) Devel opi ng countries and countries in transition were at very
different starting positions in developing their respective nationa
i nformati on infrastructures.

11. The Working Group had proposed four key recomendati ons and gui del i nes
for devel oping countries and countries in transition with regard to devel opi ng
and strengthening their national |ICT strategies:

(a) Each devel opi ng country and country in transition should establish
a national |ICT strategy, and where such strategies already existed, they
shoul d be reviewed to ensure that they took note of the guidelines proposed by
the Worki ng G oup;

(b) Action should be taken by national Governnments to establish a task
force or comm ssion, or to ensure that an existing entity was charged with
establishing the guidelines for their national |ICT strategies;

(c) Each body of the United Nations system should review the
financing, production and use of |ICTs for social and econom c devel opnent
inits area of responsibility; and



(d) The United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel oprment (UNCTAD)
shoul d prepare a study for the next session of the Comm ssion on the
i mplications of new forns of revenue generation, focusing especially on those
i nvolving I CTs that m ght support social and econonic devel opment objectives.

12. It was enphasi zed by sone nenbers of the Comm ssion that, although the
recommendati ons and guidelines of the Working Group were pertinent, they

| acked the focus and specificity necessary for effective inplementation. Sone
devel oping countries, in particular the | east devel oped countries, mght |ack
t he resources, both financial and technical, to inplenment effectively the
gui del i nes and recomendati ons proposed w thout concerted support fromthe

i nternational comunity. The financing aspects of entry into the gl oba
informati on infrastructure by devel opi ng countries and countries in transition
shoul d be given serious consideration. |In responding to that comrent, one
menber reported that the Conm ssion was preparing three studies on coalition
of resources, with a focus on ICTs, specifically the financing of the
applications of ICTs in three areas: transm ssion infrastructure, education
and health. The reports would be finalized and distributed in due course.

13. Several menbers enphasi zed the need to consider carefully the w der

di ssemi nation of the work of the Working G oup and the Conm ssion as a whol e
One possi bl e channel for dissem nating the findings, conclusions and
recommendati ons of the Wrking Goup was via the Internet Wrld Wde Wb
site. However, since access to the Internet was limted in nost devel opi ng
countries, other nore traditional nethods of dissem nation should be pursued.

14. Wil e the “wi ndow of opportunity” opened by the new I CTs was wi dely
acknow edged, the chall enges faced by devel oping countries and countries in
transition were nunerous, and coping with themwould require concerted efforts
at the national and international |evels. The W rking G oup had concl uded
that, to make the nost of the opportunities offered, countries needed to
devel op a national ICT strategy and build local skills, a technol ogica
capability, and an organi zational and institutional capacity. That would
require a technol ogy assessnment in each country in order to determine its
starting position and I CT needs.

Action taken by the Conmi ssion

15. At the 9th neeting, on 16 May, the Conm ssion had before it a

draft resolution (E/CN. 16/1997/L.3) entitled “Science and technol ogy for
devel opnent”, which was submitted by the Chairman on the basis of inform
consul tati ons.

16. At the sanme neeting, before the adoption of the draft resolution
statements were nade by the representatives of Malta, Belgium Denmark, India,
the United Kingdom Germany, Chile, Belarus, the Russian Federation, China,
Bul gari a, Jamai ca and Romani a.

17. Al so at the same neeting, the Chairnman read out the agreed anendnents to
the draft resolution

18. At the sane neeting, the Conm ssion adopted the draft resolution, as
orally amended (for the final text, see chap. |, sect. A).



Chapter 111

SClI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND | NNOVATI ON POLI CY REVI EW6

1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item 3 at its 4th and 9th nmeeti ngs,
on 13 and 16 May 1997. It had before it a note by the UNCTAD secretariat on
the inmpl ementati on of the programme on science, technology and innovation
policy reviews (E/ CN.16/1997/5).

2. At its 4th neeting, on 13 May, an economic affairs officer of UNCTAD
made an introductory statenent.

3. At the same neeting, the Director of the Division for Science and
Technol ogy of UNCTAD nmade an introductory statenent.

4, Al so at the sanme neeting, presentations were nmade by the representatives
of Col onbia and Jamaica in connection with science, technol ogy and i nnovation
policy reviews in Col onbia and Janai ca.

5. At the sanme neeting, the representatives of Uruguay, Malta, the
Uni ted Ki ngdom Dennark, Spain, Nigeria, Togo, Antigua and Barbuda, and
Egypt made statenents.

Chai rman's summary of the general discussion

6. The work on science, technol ogy and innovation policy (STIP) reviews
recei ved the endorsenent and support of the Conmi ssion. STIP reviews were a
powerful tool in building up national science and technol ogy capabilities, and
could help nobilize resources for that purpose. They could also be undertaken
at the regional level with a view to addressing the situation of all countries
in a region simltaneously, although it was recognized that for follow up
activities, national efforts were essenti al

7. Several nenbers supported the organization by the Comm ssion of a

wor kshop on STIP reviews and other simlar reviews in order to pronote the
sharing of experiences anpbng countries at different stages of devel opnent, and
suggested that a nonograph coul d subsequently be published for the benefit of
ot her countries. Based on its discussion of the first STIP review recently
conpl eted in Col onbia, the Comm ssion discussed the STIP review process and
the | essons learned fromthat experience, including the influence engendered
on devel opnent and technical change in the country concerned. Simlar
reviews were undertaken by other multil ateral organizations, such as the

I nter-American Devel opment Bank, and it m ght be possible to inprove

coordi nation by conbining that kind of experience with the experience

of the STIP reviews for consideration at the above-nmenti oned workshop

8. The di scussion al so addressed the issue of technical assistance to
menber States in the formulation of STIPs through the STIP reviews. Although
the STIP reviews needed to be tailored to the needs and characteristics of
each participating country, it was enphasized by some nmenbers that there
shoul d neverthel ess be some commopn thenmes, such as (a) a review of STIPs;



(b) the financing of innovation and coalition of resources; and (c) the role
of external resources in endogenous science and technol ogy capacity-buil ding
ai med at inproving the coordination of donor contributions.

Action taken by the Conmi ssion

9. At its ninth neetlng, on 16 May, the Commi ssion adopted a draft
resol ution entitled “Science and technol ogy for devel opnent” (see chap. 11,
paras. 15-18; for the final text, see chap. |, sect. A).

Chapter 1V

ACTI ON ARI SI NG FROM THE SECOND SESSI ON

1. The Commi ssion considered item4 at its 5th and 9th neetings, on 14
and 16 May 1997. It had before it the follow ng docunents:

(a) Not e by the UNCTAD secretariat on the inplenentation of and
progress made on decisions taken at the second session of the
Conmi ssion, including foll owup work on technol ogy for basic
needs, gender and sustai nabl e devel opment, and coalition of
resources (E/ CN. 16/1997/8).

(b) Not e by the UNCTAD secretariat on the scientific and
technol ogi cal aspects of sustainable energy systens
(E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 3) .

2. At the 5th neeting, on 14 May, the Chief of the Science and Technol ogy
Policy Analysis Section of UNCTAD nade an introductory statenent.

3. At the sane neeting, statements were nade by the representatives of
Denmark, Brazil, Malta, the Russian Federation, Belarus, Japan, Janaica,

Et hi opi a and Chi na.

4, Al so at the same neeting, the representatives of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi zation (UNESCO and ESCAP nade
statenents.

5. At the sanme neeting, the representative of the Department for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of the United Nations Secretariat
made a statenent.

6. Al so at the same neeting, an economic affairs officer of UNCTAD nmade an
i ntroductory statenent.

Chai rman's summary of the general discussion

7. The Commi ssion eval uated positively the note by the UNCTAD secretari at
on the inplenentation of decisions taken at the second session of the

Commi ssion. In the course of the discussion, additional information was
provi ded on the issue of inplenentation of Commi ssion decisions by sone
menbers of the Conmi ssion and representatives of secretariats of a nunber of
bodi es of the United Nations system in such areas as coalition of resources;



poverty alleviation; rural industrialization; strengthening of research and
devel opnent systenms and technol ogical capabilities in devel oping countries;

i ntegrated | and managenent; transfer of environnentally sound technol ogies;
and devel opnent of energy systens. The opinion was expressed by one

del egation that the abolition of the Senior Advisers on Science and Technol ogy
of the Econom c Conmi ssion for Europe had created an additional responsibility
for the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment. Anot her

del egati on enphasi zed the inportance of continuing to nonitor the

i mpl enent ati on of Conmi ssion decisions. The Conm ssion considered it usefu

to continue to nmonitor devel opnents in the area of science and technol ogy.

Scientific and technol ogi cal aspects of
sust ai nabl e energy systens

8. The Conmi ssion considered the note of the UNCTAD secretariat on this
topic (E/CN. 16/1997/3), which had been prepared at the request of the

Commi ssion at its second session. The topic was al so discussed under

agenda item 8 on future work. During the substantive di scussion, a nunber of
general as well as nore specific cormments were nade. Regarding energy as a
substantive topic, it was considered vital to take into account a nunber of
pertinent issues, such as the uneven distribution of fuel and energy
resources, the interactive managenent of energy, energy savings, the problens
rel ated to bi omass sources fromcontani nated forests and the need for a tota
energy system and the special needs of small island countries.

9. More generally, it was noted that energy was an inportant issue that
could not be ignored by the Conm ssion. However, efforts should be made
to ensure that duplication was avoided within the United Nati ons system
The need for coordination of energy-related activities undertaken by
United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons was vital.

The budget and inter-sessional activities of the Conmm ssion

10. The Commi ssi on expressed appreciation for the contributions of its

Bur eau, experts and secretariat to the inter-sessional work of the Conm ssion.
It also expressed its appreciation to Governnments and organi zati ons that had
contributed financial resources to support the Comr ssion’s style of work

i nvol ving the setting-up of panels and working groups to deal with specific

i ssues identified for further consideration

11. Some nenbers urged that a provisional work progranme and budget

be circulated to nenbers of the Conmi ssion at the beginning of the new

i nter-sessional period, and that for the purposes of transparency, the
secretariat continue to provide progress reports on both the work progranme
and its financial aspects at six-nonth intervals. The provisional agenda for
the fourth and subsequent sessions of the Comm ssion should also reflect the
menbers’ wish that an itemdealing with the budget be included.

12. Menmbers of the Conm ssion al so enphasi zed the need to nake use of the
conpetences available within the secretariat, whenever possible.



Action taken by the Conmi ssion

13. At the 9th neeting, on 16 May, the Conm ssion adopted a draft resolution

entitled “Science and technol ogy for devel opment” (see chap. Il, paras. 15-18;
for the final text, see chap. I, sect. A).
Chapter V

CONSI DERATI ON OF WAYS AND MEANS OF COMVEMORATI NG I N
1999 THE TVEENTI ETH ANNI VERSARY OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS
CONFERENCE ON SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT
AND THE VI SI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS ROLE | N THE AREA
OF SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT

1. The Commi ssion considered item5 of its agenda at its 6th, 7th

and 9th neetings, on 14, 15 and 16 May 1997. It had before it a note by the
UNCTAD secretariat on the consideration of ways and neans of comrenorating

in 1999 the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Science
and Technol ogy for Devel opnent (E/ CN. 16/1997/7).

2. At the 6th neeting, on 14 May, the Chief of the Conpetitiveness and
Technol ogi cal Capacity-building Section, Enterprise Devel opment Branch,
UNCTAD, made an introductory statenent.

3. At the same neeting, the Conmission held a video conference between
Geneva and New York with the Chairnman of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Worki ng Group
on Informati cs.

4, Al so at the same neeting, statenents were made by the representatives of
Bel gium Austria, Belarus, Chile and Malta.

5. At the sanme neeting, the representative of the Department for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent nmade a statenent.

6. At the 7th neeting, on 15 May, the representatives of Uruguay, |ndia and
Germany made statenents.

7. At the sanme neeting, the representative of UNESCO nade a statenent.

Chai rman's summary of the general discussion

8. In addition to the note by the UNCTAD secretariat on this agenda

item (E/CN. 16/1997/7), docunmentation included a report on a nmeeting of experts
outlining specific areas that could be dealt with by small expert group
meetings as a basis for devel oping a common vision for the future contribution
of science and technol ogy for devel opnent (E/CN.16/1997/CRP.2), as well as
anot her docunent containing a sunmary of the discussions at a workshop held at
Ocho Rios, Jammica (E/ CN. 16/1997/M sc.1).



9. The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation for the note by the UNCTAD
secretariat, and suggestions were made concerning additional elenents to

be taken into account for the el aboration of a comon vision, including
consideration of the evolution froma State-led to a science-led system and
t he invol vement of civil society and stakehol ders, including Governnents,
enterprises, academ a and non-governnental organizations, as well as

i ndi vidual citizens, in the process of fornulating a conmon vision for the
future contribution of science and technol ogy to devel opnent. Science and
technol ogy were to be seen as incorporating not only the natural and physica
sci ences but the social sciences as well. The process for elaborating a
conmon vi sion, as outlined in docunment E/CN. 16/1997/CRP.2, should be anchored
in effective international cooperation, with a recogni zed role and
responsibility for the United Nations system should bridge conceptual and
practical issues; and should combi ne both gl obal and regi onal dinmensions. It
shoul d al so cover such concerns as the devel opnent of South-South cooperation
the integration of |east devel oped countries and economes in transition into
the worl d econony; the transfer of technol ogical capabilities to devel oping
countries; and the preservation and devel opment of the scientific and
technol ogi cal potential of countries in transition. That process should be
linked to the followup work to the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Devel opnent and Agenda 21.

10. Wth regard to further nodalities for the el aboration of the vision

in particular in the context of the twentieth anniversary of the Vienna

Conf erence, diverse proposals were presented, including the discussion of a
comon vision at a global |evel, with a nunber of variations, such as the
hol di ng of a special session of the General Assenbly or the preparation of a
speci al high-level neeting at the fourth session of the Comr ssion on Science
and Technol ogy for Developnent. The hol ding of regional events, such as

sci ence and technol ogy exhibitions, was al so suggested, along with the
preparation of a video filmon science and technology in relation to

devel opnent, highlighting both positive and negative aspects. 1In the course
of the discussion, the representative of UNESCO officially invited the

Conmi ssion and the secretariat to participate in the preparations for the
Worl d Sci ence Conference, to be held in 1999.

Action taken by the Conmi ssion

11. At the 9th neeting, on 16 May, the Conm ssion adopted a draft resolution

entitled “Science and technol ogy for devel opment” (see chap. Il, paras. 15-18;
for the final text, see chap. I, sect. A).
Chapter Vi

ROLE AND ACTI VI TI ES OF THE COVM SSI ON REGARDI NG THE COORDI NATI ON
OF SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT

1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item6 at its 7th and 9th neeti ngs,
on 15 and 16 May 1997. It had before it a note by the UNCTAD secretari at
on the role and activities of the Conm ssion regardi ng the coordi nati on of
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opment (E/ CN. 16/1997/2).



2. At the 7th neeting, on 15 May, the Chief of the National Policy Reviews
Section of UNCTAD made an introductory statenent.

3. At the sane neeting, statements were nade by the representatives of
Mal ta, Egypt and Chi na.

4, Al so at the same neeting, the representatives of ESCAP and the Econom c
Commi ssion for Africa made statenents.

5. At the sanme neeting, the representative of the Department for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent nmade a statenent.

Chai rman's summary of the general discussion

6. The Commi ssion considered the note prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat at
the request of the Commi ssion at its second session (E/CN. 16/1997/2). It was
noted that, with the ongoing process of restructuring of the econonm c and
soci al sectors of the United Nations, which had brought the Conm ssion to
Geneva and had al so nade UNCTAD the secretariat of the Conm ssion, the mandate
for the coordination of the activities of United Nations bodies in the area

of science and technol ogy bel onged to the Department for Policy Coordination
and Sust ai nabl e Devel opment. I n addition, the functions of the forner

I nt er- Agency Task Force on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opment had been
assumed by the existing coordinating bodies under the Administrative Commttee
on Coordi nation. The Consultative Conmmittee on Programme and Operationa
Questions and the Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainabl e Devel opnent were the
two bodies that dealt with issues related to inter-agency coordination in the
field of science and technol ogy for devel opnent; in that regard, a close
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p had been established between the secretariats of the
Commi ssi on on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment and the Conm ssion

on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment. As to the role and responsibilities of the
Commi ssi on, one del egati on enphasi zed the inportance of continuing to
strengthen its activities. Another del egation expressed support for the idea
of strengthening the Conmi ssion's involvenent in the coordination of science
and technol ogy for devel opnent.

7. It was pointed out that requesting United Nations organizations and
bodies to contribute to the preparation of reports fell short of the
requi renments of active collaboration and coordination. In pursuing its

coordi nating responsibilities, the Comm ssion should involve United Nations
organi zati ons and bodies in the conceptualization and planning of its

i nter-sessional work and the inplenentation of its recomrendations, to

the extent that financial resources were available for that purpose.

8. It was al so suggested that the use of information technol ogy, such as
vi deo- conferencing, could provide a possible channel for facilitating close
comuni cation and cooperation anong the organi zati ons and bodi es of the
United Nations system



Action taken by the Conmi ssion

9. At the 9th neeting, on 16 May, the Conm ssion adopted a draft resolution
entitled “Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment” (see chap. Il, paras. 15-18;
for the final text, see chap. I, sect. A).

Chapter VI

ELECTI ON OF THE CHAI RPERSON AND OTHER OFFI CERS FOR THE
FOURTH SESSI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON

1. The Commi ssion considered item7 of the agenda at its 8th
and 9th neetings, on 16 May 1997.

2. At its 8th neeting, on 16 May, upon nom nation by the representative
of Morocco (on behalf of the African G oup), the Conm ssion el ected by
acclamation M. Aserat Bul bula (Ethiopia) as Chairman of its fourth session

3. At its 9th neeting, the Conmm ssion had before it a draft decision
subm tted by the Chairman on the basis of informal consultations, entitled
“El ection of the nmenbers of the Bureau other than the Chairman”
(E/CN. 16/ 1997/ L. 2).

4, At the sanme neeting, the Conm ssion adopted the draft decision
(see chap. 1, sect. B, draft decision I).
Chapter VI1I

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH SESSI ON

1. The Commi ssion considered item8 of its agenda at its 9th neeting,
on 16 May 1997. It had before it an informal paper by the UNCTAD secretari at
containing the draft provisional agenda for the fourth session

2. At the sanme neeting, the representatives of Germany and Ronmani a nmade
statenents.

3. Al so at the same neeting, the Conmm ssion approved the provisional agenda
for the fourth session, as orally anended, and decided to entrust the UNCTAD
secretariat with the task of conpleting the provisional agenda in the |ight of
the resol uti on and deci sions adopted by the Commission at its third session

(see chap. 1, sect. B, draft decision Il).
Chapter |X

OTHER MATTERS

A. Budget and inter-sessional activities of the Conni ssion

1. The Commi ssion considered item9 of its agenda at the 7th

and 9th neetings, on 15 and 16 May 1997. It had before it a note by the
Secretariat on the budget and inter-sessional activities of the Comr ssion
(E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ CRP. 3) .



2. At the 7th neeting, on 15 May, the Director of the Division for Science
and Technol ogy of UNCTAD mede an introductory statenent.

3. At the sane neeting, statements were nade by the representatives of
Austria, the United Kingdom Belgium Colonbia, Egypt, Chile and Mexico.

4, Al so at the same neeting, the Chairnman nmade a statenent.
5. At the sanme neeting, the Secretary nmade a statenent.

B. Chairman's summaries of the discussions

6. At the 9th neeting, on 16 May, the Chairman made a statenent.

7. At the sanme neeting, the Conm ssion decided to include the Chairman's
summari es of the discussions in the report of the Comm ssion

(E/CN. 16/1997/L.1/Add.1 to 5) (see chap. I, sect. C, decision 3/101).

8. Al so at the same neeting, statenents were made by the representatives of
the United Kingdom Chile, Mlta, China and Bul gari a.

9. At the sanme neeting, the representative of the Department for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent nmade a statenent.

Action taken by the Conmi ssion

10. At the 9th neeting, on 16 May, the Conm ssion adopted a draft resolution

entitled “Science and technol ogy for devel opment” (see chap. Il, paras. 15-18;
for the final text, see chap. I, sect. A).
Chapter X

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT OF THE COVM SSION ON I TS THI RD SESSI ON

1. At its 9th neeting, on 16 May 1997, the Vi ce-Chairperson/ Rapporteur
i ntroduced the report of the Conmm ssion and orally corrected it.

2. At the sanme neeting, the Conm ssion adopted the report on its
third session (E/CN 16/1997/L.1 and Add.1-5), as orally corrected.

3. Al so at the same neeting, the Commi ssion decided to entrust the

Rapporteur with finalizing the report of the Commission on its third session
for subm ssion to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council

Chapter X

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE SESSI ON

A. Opening and duration of the session

1. The Commi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment held its
third session at CGeneva from12 to 16 May 1997. The Conm ssion held
ni ne neetings (1st to 9th) and a nunber of informal neetings.



2. In his introductory statenent, the Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD
outlined the major global econom ¢ and technol ogi cal changes that were
occurring, and noted that although sone devel oping countries were able to
reap the benefits arising fromthose changes, others, especially the |east
devel oped countries, |acked the resource base and technol ogi cal capability
necessary to take advantage of the opportunities offered, and ran the risk of
mar gi nal i zati on or even total exclusion. At its ninth session, UNCTAD had
enphasi zed the need for mastery of technology in order to achi eve sustainable
econonmi ¢ progress. Acquiring technological capability, especially in new
technol ogi es such as information and conmuni cati on technol ogi es, was a

sine qua non for effective integration into the international econom c system
and for enhancing conpetitiveness. Wile noting the tinmely decision taken at
t he second session of the Conmission to focus on information technol ogies, he
enphasi zed the need to address the challenges that those technol ogi es posed
for devel oping countries and countries in transition. For the United Nations,
the critical question was what could be done to facilitate the access of those
countries to the new informati on and conmuni cati on technol ogi es and to make
those technol ogies contribute to devel opnment. Since the md-1980s, UNCTAD
had been playing an inportant role in prompoting the diffusion and effective
application of information technologies in devel oping countries, and had

devel oped several programres to ease sone of the constraints faced by
devel opi ng countries and countries in transition in taking advantage of those
technol ogi es. UNCTAD had devel oped software to i nprove debt management and
pronmote trade efficiency through the establishnent of trade points, which
provi ded up-to-date information on gl obal markets and enhanced the
conpetitiveness of small and medi um sized enterprises. |In contenplating the
key issues in science and technology for the next mllennium it was essentia
to bear in mnd that bridging the gap between those countries that had the
capacity to generate and utilize know edge and those that did not would remain
a maj or chall enge for CGovernnents and the international community in the years
to cone.

3. The Chai rman of the Conmi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel oprent
noted that science and technol ogy were together a trenmendous force for
progress, and devel oping countries and countries in transition placed great
hope in science and technology as an ally in their struggle for devel opnent.
To deal adequately with science and technol ogy, a judicious m x of market

and governnent invol verent was necessary. Referring to the work of the

Conmi ssion, he stressed that it should be a functional advisory board on

sci ence and technology matters to United Nations bodies and Governnents. That
obj ective was being pursued, and the gap between the Commr ssion’s necessary
paperwork and concrete action in favour of beneficiaries was being bridged.
Ceneral guidelines worked out by the Comm ssion could be instrunmental in
wor ki ng out specific national strategies. During the period 1995-1997, the
Conmi ssion had undertaken many useful activities, including through the work
of the Working Goup on Information and Conmuni cati on Technol ogi es for

Devel opnent and the Advisory Board on Gender |ssues, as well as the work
carried out jointly with UNCTAD on STIP reviews, and work on a conmon Vi Sion
for the future contribution of science and technol ogy to devel oprment.

4, The success of that work owed a great deal to the personal involvenent
and active participation of many nenbers of the Commi ssion, as well as to the
effective support of the UNCTAD secretariat and the financial support received



fromthe regul ar budget and extrabudgetary sources. The Chairman expressed
the hope that beyond the circles of United Nations bodies and Governnents,

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, acadenics and the private sector would read
the reports and reconmendati ons of the Conm ssion and help public institutions
to translate the advice of the Conmission into concrete actions. The

Conmi ssion should continue dealing primarily with generic or intersectora

i ssues, and should maintain the high quality of its work. Finally, he

paid tribute to the late representative of Burundi to the Comm ssion

M. S. Ruzenza, and to his contribution to the work of the Comr ssion

B. Attendance

5. In accordance with Economi ¢ and Social Council resolution 46/235, the
Commi ssion is conposed of 53 States Menmbers of the United Nations, elected by
t he Economi ¢ and Social Council for a termof four years on the principle of
equi tabl e geographical distribution

6. The session was attended by 44 States menbers of the Conm ssion
Qoservers of other States Menbers of the United Nations and of non-nenber
States and representatives of specialized agencies and intergovernnmental and
non- gover nnent al organi zations also attended. A list of participants is given
in annex | to the present report.

C. Election of officers

7. At its second session, in 1995, the Conmi ssion had el ected the foll ow ng
officers by acclamation for its third session

Chai r man: M. J. George Waardenburg (Netherl ands)

Vi ce- Chai rnen: M. Arnoldo K. Ventura (Janaica)
M. Hilal A Raza (Pakistan)
Ms. Marina Ranga (Romani a)
M. Messanvi Gbeassor (Togo)

D. Agenda and organi zation of work

8. At the 1st neeting, on 12 May, the Conm ssion adopted its provisiona
agenda for the session, as contained in docunent E/CN. 16/1997/1 (see annex |
to the present report).

9. At the sanme neeting, the Conm ssion approved the organi zation of work of
t he session (E/ CN. 16/1997/1/Add. 1, annex).
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States Menbers of the United Nations represented by observers

Al geria, Codte d' Ivoire, Cuba, El Salvador, I|ndonesia, Iran (lslanmic
Republic of), Iraq, Kenya, Luxenmbourg, Madagascar, Denocratic People's
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Czech Republic, South Africa, Sri Lanka, The forner
Yugosl av Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, Yenen, Zanbia

Non- Menber State represented by observers

Switzerl and

United Nations

Econom ¢ and Social Conmission for Asia and the Pacific, Economc
Conmi ssion for Africa, United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent,
Department for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, Depart nment
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Speci ali zed agenci es

I nternational Tel ecomruni cation Union, United Nations Educati onal
Scientific and Cultural Organization, Wrld Health Organization

| nt ergovernnmental organi zati ons

Agency for Cultural and Technical Co-operation, Arab Labour
Organi zati on, European Community, Organi zation of African Unity

Non- gover nnent al organi zati on
(General consultative status)

Worl d Federation of United Nations Associ ations
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Annex |1
AGENDA OF THE THI RD SESSI ON
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

Substantive thene: “Information and conmuni cati on technol ogi es for
devel opnent”

Sci ence, technol ogy and innovation policy reviews.

Action arising fromthe second session

Consi deration of ways and nmeans of comenorating in 1999 the
twentieth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, and the vision of the United Nations role

in the area of science and technol ogy for devel oprent.

Rol e and activities of the Conm ssion regarding the coordi nati on of
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent.

El ection of the Chairperson and other officers for the fourth session of
t he Conmi ssi on.

Provi si onal agenda and organi zation of work of the fourth session of the
Conmi ssi on.

O her matters.

Adoption of the report of the Conmission on its third session



Annex |11

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMM SSION AT | TS THI RD SESSI ON

Docunent synbol Agenda
item
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 1 1
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 1/ Add. 1
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 2 6
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 3 4
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 4 2
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 5 3
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 6 -
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 7 5
E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 8 4

Title or description

Provi si onal agenda

Organi zation of work of the
sessi on

Not e by the UNCTAD secretari at
on the role and activities of
t he Conmi ssion regarding the
coordi nati on of science and
technol ogy for devel opnent

Not e by the UNCTAD secretari at
on scientific and technol ogi ca
aspects of sustainable energy

systens

Not e by the Secretary-Cenera
transmtting the report of the
Wor ki ng Group on Information and
Conmuni cati on Technol ogi es for
Devel opnent

Not e by the UNCTAD secretari at
on the inplenentation of the
progranme on science, technol ogy
and i nnovation policy reviews

Not i ssued

Not e by the UNCTAD secretariat on
consi deration of ways and neans
of conmmenorating in 1999 the
twentieth anniversary of the
United Nations Conference on

Sci ence and Technol ogy for

Devel opnent

Not e by the UNCTAD secretariat on
the inmpl ementati on of and progress
made on deci sions taken at the
second session of the Comm ssion

i ncluding foll ow-up work on
technol ogy for basic needs, gender
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent, and
coalition of resources



E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

E/ CN

16/1997/L.1 and Add. 1-5

16/ 1997/ CRP. 1

16/ 1997/ CRP. 2

16/ 1997/ CRP. 3

16/ 1997/ CRP. 4

16/ 1997/ CRP. 5

16/1997/M sc. 1

16/ 1997/ M sc. 2

16/ 1997/ M sc. 3

16/ 1997/ 1 NF. 1

30 -

Draft report of the Conmi ssion on
its third session

Not e by the UNCTAD secretari at
transmtting the corments and
suggesti ons of Conmmi ssion nenbers
on scientific and technol ogi ca
aspects of sustainabl e energy
system

Report by the UNCTAD secretari at
on a panel neeting on

consi deration of ways and neans
of commenorating in 1999 the
twentieth anniversary of the
United Nations Conference on

Sci ence and Technol ogy for

Devel opnent

Note by the secretariat of the
Commi ssi on on Sci ence and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent on
budget and inter-sessiona
activities of the Conm ssion

Not e by the UNCTAD secretari at
contai ning a sunmary of the
Col onmbi an sci ence, technol ogy
and innovation policy review

Proposal s for thenes for the
i nter-sessional period

Summary of di scussions at a

wor kshop conducted at Ocho Ri os,
Jamai ca, from30 April to

2 May 1997, on the thenme “Towards
a conmmon vision on the future of
sci ence and technol ogy for

devel opnent”

Report of the fifth neeting of
t he Bureau of the Conmi ssion on
Sci ence and Technol ogy for

Devel opnent

I nt er-agency project on universa
access to basic comuni cati on and
i nformati on services

Provi sional list of participants



E/CN. 17/1997/7 and Corr. 1

E/ ESCAP/ 1049

31 -

Report of the Secretary-Cenera

on an inventory of ongoing
energy-rel ated programes and
activities of entities within

the United Nations system on
coordi nati on of such activities,
and on arrangenents needed to
foster the |inkage between energy
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent within
the system

Report of the Committee for

Regi onal Econom ¢ Cooperation on
its sixth session on the energing
i ssues and devel opnents at the
regi onal |evel on the thene

“Regi onal econom ¢ cooperation”



