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Backgr ound

1. The need for the coordination and better focusing of donor support
to devel oping countries through a “coalition of resources” has received
wi de attention in recent years. The concept of a coalition of resources
covers finances as well as human and intellectual resources and | ogistica
services that m ght be available to assist devel oping countries. It also
i nvol ves a wi de range of stakeholders, including the private sector and
civil society.

2. In response to resolution 1993/73 of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
and CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/179, a consultative meeti ng was convened
in December 1994 to discuss the concept of a coalition of resources for
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opment and to explore possible ways and
means of organi zing such a coalition. The neeting enphasi zed, anong ot her
things, the need to ensure that a coalition of resources takes into account
user/recipi ent needs and demands and i ndividual donor mandates. It also
stressed that instead of a single global coalition of resources, such as
the one envisaged in the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technol ogy for Developnent, it would be nore effective to develop
mechani sms that focused on specific and well-defined thenes.

3. It was noted that the funding of activities related to science and
technol ogy depended largely on a spontaneous market-driven response hy
donors. Most of the existing coordination schemes by donors in the areas
of science and technol ogy have been organized on an ad hoc basis with no
unbrel |l a mechanism A better understanding of the role of a coalition of
resources as a funding mechanism and its application in the context of
devel opi ng countries is essential. To that end, the Comm ssion on Science
and Technol ogy for Devel opnment (CSTD) was requested to provide a forum for
t he exchange of views and interaction anong partners on the nmechani snms and
strategies needed to bring about a coalition of resources for the
devel opnment of science and technology in devel oping countries. Thi s
recommendati on was subsequently endorsed by the Econom c and Social Counci
inits resolution 1997/62, which recomrended that the CSTD shoul d convene
a workshop on coalition of resources, particularly in relation to
i nformati on and comuni cation technol ogies (ICTs). The focus on |CTs
provi ded an opportunity to build on earlier work of the CSTD which had
hi ghlighted the difficulties faced by some developing countries in
accessing ICTs and in financing projects that contribute to the building
of a national information infrastructure. A coalition of resources was
viewed as critical in facilitating the capacity of devel oping countries,
in particular the |east devel oped countries and countries in transition,
to gain access to ICTs and to pronmote the application of such technol ogi es
in devel opnment -rel at ed projects.

4, The mai n objectives of the workshop, which was held in Addis Ababa,
Et hiopia, from 17 to 18 Novenber 1997, were: (a) to generate di al ogue anong
CSTD nmembers and invited experts on the concept of a coalition of
resources; (b) to find out nore about existing schemes for the coalition
of resources in the area of ICTs; (c) to exam ne the various channels
avai |l abl e for networking between project managers, private sector finances
and donors, including through the Internet; and (d) to devel op guidelines
and policy reconmendati ons on coalitions of resources for financing the
application of ICTs in the areas of transm ssions infrastructure, health
and educati on.

5. The wor kshop di scussi ons were based on three working papers, each of
which dealt with one of the main thenes under consideration; nanely: (a)
coalition of resources for the application of ICTs in transm ssions
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infrastructure; (b) coalition of resources for the application of ICTs in
education; and (c) coalition of resources for the application of ICTs in
heal t h.

6. In addition, presentations were made by participants in the workshop,
which included CSTD nenbers, experts in ICIs and experts in policy
formul ati on, project managenent and financing.

7. The exanpl es presented in the working papers and at the workshop show
that the changes in the global economc environnment in recent years have
had a maj or inpact on the way coalitions of resources for the application
of ICTs are organized and on the role of different stakehol ders.

8. I ncreasingly, coalitions of resources are acquiring a globa

di mension, with the active participation of and contributions by the
private sector, technology suppliers and global service providers.
However, in order to mexim ze opportunities for a coalition of resources
in support of science and technol ogy for devel opnent, there is a need to,
inter alia, balance private and social profitability in project design;
design a clear and transparent national policy framework and regul atory
environnment, and develop the capacity to inform potential investors,
| enders, donors, equipnent suppliers and service providers about specific
opportunities to create new coalitions of resources in a particular
| ocation or jurisdiction

Fol | ow-up work on a coalition of resources

9. The working papers presented at the workshop raised a nunber of
issues that require further exploration. For exanple, there is a need to
explore further the concept of a coalition of resources in the current
gl obal environment. The Bureau of the CSTD has decided that the working
papers and the overview, as well as a synthesis of the docunents presented
by the participants, will be published under the supervision of the UNCTAD
secretariat. The publication is expected to be finalized and issued by
m d- 1999



