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INTRODUCTION

Thi s handbook is intended to give, in a consolidated and concise form
information regarding the tariff advantages available to devel oping countries
under the schene of generalized system of preferences (GSP) of Norway, and the
conditions wunder which goods may qualify for preferential treatnent on
i mportation into Norway.

The handbook has been prepared by t he UNCTAD Techni cal Cooperati on Proj ect
on Market Access, Trade Laws and Preferences (INI/97/A06) primarily for use
within the context of project activities. |Its publication was nmade possi bl e by
a contribution of the EC Conm ssion to the above-nenti oned project.

It should be noted that the description of products is given in terns of
t he Harnmoni zed Commodi ty Descri ption and Codi ng System (HS) on whi ch the Custons
Tariff of Norway is based, as products covered by the schene are defined on an
i ndividual tariff |line basis. The UNCTAD secretariat acknow edges t he assi stance
and cooperation of the Norwegi an Governnent in the preparation of this handbook

Al t hough based on official texts, the handbook cannot be regarded as a
substitute for those texts. For nore detailed information, authentic and up-to-
date | egal texts should be consulted.

Further information may be obtained by witing to:

Directorate of Custons and Exci se
P. 0. Box 8122 Dep.

0032 GCslo

Nor way

Fax: (4722) 27 65 24



The designations enployed and the presentation of the material in this
publication do not inply the expression of any opi ni on what soever on the part of
the Secretariat of the United Nati ons concerning the | egal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimtation of

its frontiers or boundari es.
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BACKGROUND

The Norwegi an | egislation inplenmenting a systemof tariff preferences in
favour of devel oping countries was brought into effect in 1972, as part of a
concerted international effort by industrialized countries to assist devel opi ng
countries to expand their exports and thus increase their foreign exchange
earnings. Over tinme the schene was extended and anended, «culminating inits
newly revised GSP schene, which has been in effect since 1 July 1995. It
repl aced the interim GSP arrangenent that was introduced on 1 January 1995 in
response to the Wrld Trade Organization (WO Agreenment’s requirenent for
tariffication of all non-tariff border neasures. As from 1 January 1988 the
systemhas been technically adapted to the Norwegi an Custons Tari ff Nonencl ature
based on the Harnoni zed Commodity Description and Codi ng System (HS)

PRODUCT COVERAGE AND DEPTH OF TARIFF CUTS

A Agricul tural products (HS chapters 1-24)

| mpl enentati on of the WIO Agreenent required tariffication of all non-
tariff border measures in the agricultural sector and a revi sion of the Norwegi an
GSP schenme. The new scheme, which took effect on 1 July 1995, makes significant
i nprovenents in product coverage for agricultural products.

For | east devel oped countries, the follow ng conditions apply: duty-free
and quot a-free market access for all agricultural products with the exception of
flour, grains and feeding stuffs, to which a tariff reduction of 30 per cent
applies, within indicative tariff ceilings (see annex I, list 1). The tariff
reductions are calculated in relation to applied tariff rates. Aut omati c
licensing is applied for inports of flour, grains, feeding stuffs and neat from
t hese countri es.

For ot her devel oping countries, the scheme inplies:

- Duty-free market access for agricultural products contained in annex

I, list 2;
- 100-per-cent tariff reduction on the industrial elenment of
i ndustrially processed agricultural products (see annex I, list 3);
- 50-per-cent tariff reduction on oils and fats (see annex I, list 4);
- 15-per-cent tariff reduction on certain flower, fruit and vegetable
products (see annex |, list 5; automatic licensing is applied to
this list);

- 10-per-cent tariff reduction on flour, grains and feeding stuffs
(see annex 1|, list 1);

- 10-per-cent tariff reducti on on meat and nmeat products (see annex I,
list 6; automatic licensing is applied for products on this list);

- 10-per-cent tariff reduction on products within the new WO m ni num
access quotas (see annex |, list 7).
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Al tariff reductions are calculated in relation to applied rates.

B. Industrial products (HS chapters 25-97)

Least devel oped countries are granted preferences for all products incl uded
in chapters 25-97. O her devel oping countries listed in annex 1l may also
benefit frompreferential treatnent for industrial products, except for the
list of product exceptions contained in annex |, section B

SAFEGUARDS

Nor way provi des preferential treatnment to | east devel oped countries within
indicative tariff ceilings on some agricultural products (see annex I, list 1)
and applies automatic |icensing on certain inports of agricultural products (see
annex |, lists 5 and 6). Oher devel oping countries are subject to automatic
licensing on certain agricultural products (see annex I, lists 5 and 6) and
recei ve partial preferential reductions on products withinthe WO m ni nrumaccess
guotas (see annex I, list 7). Norway also has the right to apply the Genera
Saf eguard Clause in article XI X (GATT-WO).

RULES OF ORIGIN
In order to qualify for preferential tariff treatment, goods eligible for
tariff preferences:

- Must, in general, be transported directly to Norway;

- Must conply with the origin criteria specified for such goods by Norway;
and,

- Must be acconpani ed by appropriate docunentary evidence.

Di rect consi gnnent

The rule that originating products nust be transported directly fromthe
exporting country to the preference-giving country of destinationis an inportant
common feature of all GSP rules of origin. Its purpose is to enable the custons
adm ni stration of the inporting preference-giving country to be satisfied that
the inported products are identical to the products which left the exporting
country, and have not been mani pul ated, substituted or further processed in any
third country of transit.

Ceneral conditions

Nor way recogni zes as directly transported:

- Products which do not pass through the territory of another country;



- Products which pass through the territories of countries other than the
exporting beneficiary country, wth or wthout trans-shipnment or
war ehousi ng within those countries, provided that transport through those
countries is justified for geographical reasons or exclusively on account
of transport requirenments! and that the products have renained under
custonms control in the country of transit or warehousing, and have not
entered into conmerce? or been delivered for hone use there and have not
undergone operations other than unloading, reloading and any other
operation required to keep themin good condition

Addi ti onal conditions

Loads may be split up and repacked, but not packaged for retail sale.

Goods originally consignedto Norway but traded to t he ot her EFTA ( Eur opean
Free Trade Association) preference-giving country (Switzerland) or to the
Eur opean Union (EU) will still receive preferential tariff treatnment in the final
country of destination even if the certificate of origin, FormA, does not show
t he country concerned as the final destination. Mutatis mutandis, the EU applies
the same rule in respect of EFTA preference-giving countries. However, the
custonms authorities of the country of transit (either an EFTA or an EU country)
shall issue a new Form A on the basis of the original Form A issued by the
exporting preference-receiving country. This new certificate shall have in box
4 the text “replacenent certificate” or “certificat de renplacenent”.

Oigincriteria

Products exported from a beneficiary country may be divided into two
groups:

(a) Products “whol | y-obtained”, that is, products which have been entirely
grown, extracted fromthe soil or harvested within the exporting country
or which have been nmanufactured there exclusively from any of these
products. Such products of a preference-receiving country qualify for GSP
treatment by virtue of the total absence of the use of any inported
conponents or materials; and

(b) Products which are manufactured wholly or partly frommaterials, parts or
conponents inported into the beneficiary exporting country (or are of
unknown origin). These products qualify for GSP treatnment only if they
have undergone “sufficient working or processing” in the beneficiary
country (see below under “Products with an inport content or with a
content of unknown origin”).

! Nor wegi an GSP rul es of origin make the provision that transport through
countries other than the exporting beneficiary country nust be justified for
geogr aphi cal reasons or on account of transport requirenents.

2 Nor wegi an GSP rul es of origin provide that the products must not have
entered into commerce in the country of transit or warehousing.



Viii

Products wholly obtai ned

Norway recognizes the followng as products wholly obtained in a
beneficiary country:

(a) M neral products extracted fromits soil or fromits sea bed,;
(b) Veget abl e products harvested there;

(c) Li ve animals born and rai sed there;

(d) Products obtained there fromlive animals;

(e) Products obtained by hunting or fishing conducted there;

(f) Products of sea fishing and other products taken from the sea by its
vessel s;

(9) Products made on board its factory ships exclusively from products
referred to in (f) above;

(h) Used articles which are collected there and are fit only for the recovery
of raw materials

(1) Wast e and scrap resulting from manufacturing operations conducted there;
and,

(j) Products obtained there exclusively fromthe products referred to in (a)
to (i), above.

Products with an inport content or with a content of unknown origin

As i ndi cat ed above, products which have been manufactured i n a beneficiary
country wholly or partly frominported materials, parts or conmponents (including
materials, etc. of undeterm ned or unknown origin) are consi dered as ori gi nati ng
inthat country if those materials, parts or conmponents have undergone suffi ci ent
wor ki ng or processing. 1In general terms, working or processing is regarded as
sufficient if it transforns the specific nature and characteristics of the
materials used to a substantial degree. According to the origin criterion
appl i ed by Norway (“process criterion”), inported materials, parts or components
(“inputs”) are considered to have undergone sufficient working or processing if
the finished product falls under atariff heading at a four-digit |evel different
from that of any of the materials, parts or conponents used in the process
(“change in tariff heading”). However, since a change in tariff heading in sonme
cases could be too liberal and in others too stringent a requirenent to confer
originating status on a product, such products are i nstead covered by a specific
[ist®in which the working or processing required to be carried out on the non-
originating materials is laid down.

3 See annex |1



For a nunmber of processes set out in the above-nentioned list, the rule
requires the value of inported inputs not to exceed a given percentage of the
val ue of the finished products. For the purpose of calculating whether the
percentage is satisfied:

- The val ue of inported inputs is defined as their custons value at the tine
of inportation into the beneficiary country or, in the case of inputs of
undet erm ned or unknown origin, the earliest ascertainable price paid for
them in that country. This also applies where the value of the
originating materials used in the manufacture needs to be established.

- The value of finished products is the ex-factory price of the products,
| ess i nternal taxes refunded or refundabl e on exportation. The ex-factory
price includes the cost of production and the producer’s profit. Were
t he processi ng has been carried out successively intwo or nore factories,
the price to be taken into account is that paid to the | ast manufacturer
provided that the price includes the value of all the products used in
manuf act ur e.

Mnimal or insufficient processes

Irrespective of whether the product neets the change of tariff heading
requirenent, the following operations and processes alone do not confer
originating status:

(a) Qperations to ensure the preservation of products in good condition during
transport and storage (ventilation, spreading out, drying, chilling,
placing in salt, sul phur dioxide or other aqueous solutions, renoval of
damaged parts, and simlar operations);

(b) Simpl e operations consisting of renmoval of dust, sifting or screening
sorting, classifying, matching (including the making up of sets of
articles), washing, painting, cutting up

(c) (1) changes of packi ng and breaking up and assenbly of consignnents;

(i) sinmple placing in bottles, flasks, bags, cases, boxes, fixing on
cards or boards, etc., and all other sinple packing operations;

(d) The affixing of marks, labels, or other simlar distinguishing signs on
products or their packaging;

(e) Si mpl e mi xi ng of products, whether or not of different kinds, where one or
nore conponents of the mxture do not neet the conditions laid down in
t hese provisions to enable themto be considered as originating products;

(f) Sinmpl e assenbly of parts of products to constitute a conpl ete product;

(9) A conbi nation of two or nore operations specified in (a) to (f), above;

(h) Sl aughter of ani mal s.



Unit of qualification

For the purpose of the application of the rules of origin, the foll ow ng
provisions apply with regard to the unit of qualification

- VWere under the ternms of the Harmoni zed System a product conposed of a
group or assenbly of articles is classified within a single heading, the
whol e constitutes the unit of qualification

- Sets in the sense of general rule 3 of the Harnonized System shall be
regarded as originating only when the value of the non-originating
articles does not exceed 15 per cent of the total value of the set;

- Accessories, spare parts and tools dispatched with a piece of equipnent,
machi ne, apparatus or vehicle which are part of the normal equi pnment and
included in the price thereof or are not separately invoiced shall be
regarded as one with the piece of equi pnment, machi ne, apparatus or vehicle
i n gquestion.

Packi ng

VWere, under general rule 5 of the Harnonized System packing is included
with the product for classification purposes, it shall also be included for the
pur pose of determ ning origin.

Cunul ative origin

Norway and t he ot her preference-giving country of EFTA, Switzerl and, apply
a systemof cunul ative origin. Under that systema preference-receiving country
exporting to one of these EFTA countries is allowed, for the purpose of the rul es
of origin, to regard materials used in production which have originated in
anot her preference-receiving country wi th which the exporting country cooper at es
in a regional econonmic grouping as if those materials had originated in the
exporting country.

Pref erence-receiving countries form ng an established regi onal economc
groupi ng and wanting to take advantage of this cunulation system have to apply
i n advance to t he preference-giving country concerned, stating the nmeasures taken
by the grouping for the purpose of maki ng use of the possibility of cumul ation
Until such an application has been approved by the preference-giving country,
cumul ative treatnment does not apply.

It isthe responsibility of the final exporting country to guarantee that
the “cunul ated” inported materials did, in fact, originate according to the GSP
rules of origin applied in the EFTA preference-giving country. The exporting
country is responsible, upon request, for the verification of certificates.
Norway reserves the right to request, in specific cases, verification of the
origin of cunulated inported materials used in the production of the exporting
product. Certificates of origin applying to the exported products have to show
that cumul ation has occurred. Currently, the countries nmenbers of the
Associ ation of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) have been authorized to benefit
fromthe EFTA cunul ative acquisition of origin.
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DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

Cains for GSP treatnment nust be supported by appropriate docunentary
evi dence as to direct consignnment and the origin of the goods.

Evi dence of direct consignnment

In the case of exports to Norway, evidence that the requirenents of direct
consi gnnent have been ful filled nmust, for products passing through the territory
of a third country, be supplied to the custons authorities of the inporting
country by presenting:

- A through bill of lading drawn up in the exporting beneficiary country
covering passage through the country or countries of transit; or

- Acertificate i ssued by the custons authorities of the country of transit,
stating the dates of unloading and rel oading of the products or of their
enbar kati on or di senbarkation, identifying the ships used and certifying
the conditions under which the products remained in the transit country;
or

- Fail i ng these, any substantiati ng docunents deened necessary (for exanpl e,
a copy of the order for the products, a suppliers’ invoice or bills of
| adi ng establishing the route by which the products travelled).

Evi dence as to the origin of the goods

Originating products nust be acconpanied by a conbined declaration and
certificate of origin, Form A (see annex 1V), filled in by the exporter and
stanped by a competent governnental authority from the exporting beneficiary
country, except as regards consignnments of small value or postal consignnments
to which special provisions apply (see bel ow).

Each certificate shall neasure 210 x 257 mm a tolerance of up to plus 8
mm or mnus 5mmin the length may be allowed. The paper used shall be white
writing paper, sized, not containing mechani cal pul p and wei ghing not | ess than
25g/mt. It shall have a printed green guilloche-pattern background naki ng any
falsification by nmechani cal or chem cal neans apparent to the eye.

It shall be made out in English or French. |If it is conpleted by hand,
entries must beinink andin capital letters. The use of English or French for
notes on the reverse side of the certificate is not obligatory.

Each certificate shall bear a serial nunber, printed or otherw se, by which
it can be identified.

It is the responsibility of the relevant certifying authority of the
exporting beneficiary country to ensure that the application is duly conpl eted.

The conpl etion of box 2 (consignee) of Form A is optional

Certificates issued retrospectively

VWere, as a result of errors, involuntary om ssions or any other speci al
ci rcunmst ances, no request for a certificate of origin was nade when the products
were exported, such a certificate may be i ssued after the actual exportation of
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the products to which it relates. The appropriate government authority may i ssue
acertificate retrospectively only after verifying that the information supplied

in the exporter’s request agrees with the corresponding export file and that a
certificate of origin was not issued when the goods in question were exported.
A certificate so issued should bear in box 4 the endorsement “issued
retrospectively” or “délivré a posteriori”

Duplicate certificates

In the event of theft, loss or destruction of a certificate of origin, the
exporter may apply to the certifying authority which issued it for a duplicate
to be nmade out on the basis of the export docunents in their possession. The
duplicate FormA issued in this way shoul d be endorsed, in box 4, with the words
“duplicata” or “duplicate”, together with the date of i ssue and t he serial nunber
of the original certificate.

Consi gnnents of small value and postal consignnents

Products declared to be originating in a beneficiary country which are sent
as small packages to private persons by private persons or formng part of
travel l ers’ personal |uggage are granted preferential tariff treatnent wthout
docunentary evidence being required, provided that their inportation is
occasi onal and not for any commerci al purpose and on condition that the val ue of
the products does not exceed the value limts established by the Norwegi an
custons authorities.*

BENEFICIARIES

Norway grants preferences to 137 countries and 34 dependent or admi ni stered
countries and territories, of which 52 are listed as | east devel oped countries
(see annex I11). An indispensable condition for the application of the schenme
is that the Governnment of the exporting country nust notify the Norwegi an
authorities of the nanes of the authorities of the country enpowered to i ssue the
Form A and nust provide specinen inpressions of stanps used by the latter
authorities for that purpose.

4 To claimpreferential treatnent a special formknown as Form APR shoul d
acconpany each postal consignnment (see annex [V).
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ANNEX | I'|
Beneficiary countries

The system applies to all countries and dependent or administered territories
listed below. So far it is in force only for countries marked with an
asterisk(*), i.e. countries which have notified the Norwegian Government about
their competent authorities for certification and specimens of impressions of

stamps to be used for this purpose. The names of the least developed countries
are written in capital letters.
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AFGHANI STAN*

Al geri a*

ANGOLA*

Antigua and Bar buda
Argenti na*

Bahamas*

Bahr ai n*
BANGLADESH*

Bar bados*

Bel i ze

BENI N*

BHUTAN*

Bol i vi a*

Bosni a and Her zegovi na
BOTSWANA*

Brazil *

Brunei Darussal ant
Bul gari a

BURKI NA FASO
BURUNDI

CAMBODI A

Caneroon, United Republic of*
CAPE VERDE*

CENTRAL AFRI CAN REPUBLI C
CHAD

Chi | e*

Chi na, People’'s Republic of*
Col onbi a*

COVIORCS

Congo, People’'s Republic of
Costa Ri ca*
Croatia*

Cuba*

Cyprus*

DJ I BOUTI

Domi ni ca*

Dom ni can Republic*
Ecuador *

Egypt *

El Sal vador *
EQUATORI AL GUI NEA
ERI TREA

ETHI OPI A*

Fiji*

Gabon*

GAMBI A*

Ghana*

G enada

Guat enmal a*

GUI NEA*

GUl NEA- Bl SSAU
Guyana*

HAI TI *

Hondur as*

| ndi a*

| ndonesi a*

| ran*

I raqg*

Ivory Coast*

Jamai ca*

Jor dan*

Kenya*

Kl RI BATI

Korea, Republic of*
Kuwai t *

Lao People’'s Denobcratic Rep.*
Lebanon*

LESOTHO*
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Independent developing countries

LI BERI A*

Li byan Arab Janmhiriya
Macedoni a,

For mer Yugoslav Rep. of*
MADAGASCAR
MALAW *

Mal aysi a*

MALDI VES*

MALI *

Mal t a*

MAURI TANI A
Mauri ti us*

Mexi co*

Mbongol i a*

Mor occo*

MOZANMBI QUE*
MYANMAR*

NAM BI A*

Naur u

NEPAL*

Ni car agua*

NI GER*

Ni geri a

Oman

Paki st an*

Panama*

Papua New CGui nea*
Par aguay*

Per u*

Phi | i ppi nes*
Cat ar

RWANDA

SAMOA

SAO TOVE AND PRI NCI PE
Saudi Arabi a*
Senegal *
Seychel | es

S| ERRA LEONE

Si ngapor e*

Sl oveni a

SCLOVON | SLANDS
SOVALI A

Sout h Africa*

Sri Lanka*

St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla
St. Lucia*

St. Vincent and the G enadines
SUDAN*

Sur i nane*

Swazi | and*

Syrian Arab Republic
TANZANI A, United Republic of*
Thai | and*

TOGO

Tonga*

Trini dad and Tobago*
Tuni si a*

TUVALU

UGANDA*

United Arab Emirates
Ur uguay*

VANUATU

Venezuel a*

Vi et Nam

WESTERN SAMOA

YEMEN

YEMEN, Denocratic
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ZAl RE*

ZANBI A*

Zi mbabwe*

B. Dependent or administered countries and territories

AUSTRALI A Turks and Cai cos |sl ands
Oceania: British Virgin Islands

Cocos Islands Oceania:

Christmas |sland Pitcairn

Hard | sl and & McDonal d | sl ands
Nor fol k | sl and

FRANCE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
Africa: Latin America

Mayott e Virgin Islands of the
Oceania: United States

Austral |slands Oceania:

& French Antarctic Aneri can Sanpa

French Pol ynesi a GQuam

New Cal edoni a Johnston and Sand | sl ands

M dway | sl ands

NETHERLANDS US Territories in the Pacific
Latin America: Ccean

Net herl ands Antill es Wake | sl ands

NEW ZEALAND OTHER MANDATED TERRI TORI ES (US)
Oceania: Cceani a:

Cook | sl ands* The Carolines

Tokel au | sl ands Mar i anas

Ni ue I sl and Marshal |l | sl ands

PORTUGAL
Asia:

Macau*

UNI TED KI NGDOM

Europe:

G braltar
Africa:

St. Hel ena
Asia:

British Territories in the
I ndi an Ccean

Hong Kong*

Latin America:

Ber nuda

Cayman 1 sl ands

Fal kl and | sl ands

Mont serr at
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ANNEXES

ANNEX 1V
Certification



A. GSP Certificate of
origin, Form A



B. Form APR



C. Form EUR.1






