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Prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat */

[tem 1: Adoption of the agenda

1. The Board adopted the provisional agenda for its sixteenth executive session
(TD/ B/ EX(16)/1), as anended by the President. (For the agenda as adopted, see
annex.)

Openi ng st at enent

2. Fol | owi ng an opening statement by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD and an
ensui ng di scussion on the issue of the East Asian financial crisis, the Board took
note of the statenments made and agreed that the question of how to proceed on that
i ssue should be explored in the near future.

*/ Pending the distribution of the final report of the Trade and Devel opnent
Board on its sixteenth executive session (to be issued in TD/ B/EX(16)/6), the
secretariat is circulating this synoptic record of the sixteenth executive session
for the informati on of del egations and other users. The final report will contain
the sunmmaries of statenents made on the various itens.
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[tem 2: Foll ow-up to the WIO Hi gh-level Meeting on Integrated Initiatives for
Least Devel oped Countries’ Trade Devel opnent (27-28 October 1997)

3. The Board adopted the draft decision submtted by the Chairnman of the open-

ended consultations on the role of UNCTAD in the followup to the H gh-Ievel Meeting
(TD/B/EX(16)/L.1) and requested the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD to put into
i mredi ate effect the relevant parts of the reconmendati ons contai ned therein. (For
the text of the decision, see below)

Deci si on 445 (EX-16): Action by the Trade and Devel opnent Board on
the inplenmentati on by UNCTAD of the outcone of
t he Hi gh-1 evel Meet i ng on I nt egrated

Initiatives for Least Developed Countries’
Trade Devel opment

The Trade and Devel opnent Board,

1. Takes note of the report of the Hi gh-level Meeting (W/COMID 12);

2. Endorses the Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technica
Assi stance, including for Human and Institutional Capacity-Building, to Support
Least Devel oped Countries in their Trade and Trade-Rel ated Activities “ and notes
with satisfaction that the Franmework ainms to ensure that trade-related technica
assi stance activities are demand-driven by the |east devel oped countries and neet
their individual needs effectively;

3. Invites the UNCTAD secretariat, in the context of its work programe on
i ssues of concern to LDCs, to:

(a) Contribute, through inter-agency coordination, to providing an
integrated response to the trade-related technical assistance needs of those LDCs
which submtted needs assessment reports but which were not featured in pilot
country round tabl es;

(b) Assist in refining needs assessnent, as required;

(c) Hel p, upon request, such LDC Governnents that have subnitted needs
assessnments to prepare, jointly with other agencies/partners, a multi-year trade-
rel ated technical cooperation programre;

(d) Upon request, contribute actively and provi de technical support to those
round-tabl e processes at the country |level envisaged in paras 5 (e) and (f) of the
I nt egrated Framework

(e) Contribute to the establishment and nai ntenance of an integrated country
data base within the scope of the Integrated Franmework

*/ References in this text to the Integrated Franework are to “An
I ntegrated Framework for Trade-Rel ated Techni cal Assistance, including for Human
and Institutional Capacity-Building, to Support Least Devel oped Countries in
their Trade and Trade-Rel ated Activities” contained in WO docunent
W/ LDC HL/ 1/ Rev. 1, of 23 Cctober 1997.



TD/ B/ EX(16) /5
page 3

(f) Contribute to the inplenentation, review, nonitoring and eval uati on of
each country programe through an enhanced co-ordi nation process with the other
organi zati ons invol ved;

(9) I ncl ude UNCTAD activities wunder the Integrated Framework in the
secretariat’s annual report on technical cooperation to the Wrking Party on the
Medi umterm Pl an and t he Progranme Budget and the Board;

(h) Ensure that existing relevant technical cooperation activities of
UNCTAD, including country-specific, sectoral and other inter-agency progranmes, are
supportive of, conplenent and pronote the effective inplenentation of the outcone
of the High-level Meeting;

4, Invites devel opnent partners of LDCs, both bilateral and nmultil ateral
to provide adequate extrabudgetary resources as necessary to UNCTAD to suppl ement
regul ar budget allocations to inplenent the above activities in conformty with
par agraph 5(j) of the Integrated Franework;

5. Requests the UNCTAD secretariat to ensure that the outcone of the two
thematic round tables organized within the framework of the Hi gh-level Meeting is
brought to the attention of the relevant Conm ssions and expert neetings of UNCTAD
for consideration and necessary followup action; in particular, the outcome on
trade should be referred to the Conmi ssion on Trade in Goods and Services, and
Commdities, that on investnent to the Conmi ssion on Investnment, Technol ogy and
Rel ated Financial Issues, and the outcome on w der devel opnent issues to the
Conmi ssion on Enterprise, Business Facilitation and Devel opnent; the secretariat is
requested to provide these Conmmi ssions with option papers setting out the policy
options they may wi sh to consider in the light of the outcones;

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General of UNCTAD consider convening an
ad hoc neeting as soon as possible on GSP, GSTP and new initiatives for LDCs in the
area of market access to provide an opportunity for officials and experts from
nmenber States to discuss the major new devel opments in their national GSP schenes,
including review of their special provisions in favour of LDCs, propose neasures to
extend the necessary advi sory services to enhance GSP/ market access utilization, and
follow up and nonitor the announcenents made in this regard during the High-Ieve
Meeting; the report of this ad hoc neeting should be brought to the attention of the
Conmi ssion on Trade in Goods and Services, and Conmpbditi es;

7. Requests the UNCTAD secretariat to informthe Board, on a six-nmonthly
basis to begin as soon as possible, on progress of work in the design and in the
i mpl enentation of activities related to the High-1evel Meeting, and in particul ar
on:

(a) Wrk relating to inter-agency co-ordination, both at the headquarters
level and in the field;

(b) Suggested priorities arrived at in consultation with other agencies for
the inplenmentation of its part of the outcone of the Hi gh-level Meeting, taking into
account avail abl e and possi ble future resources;

(c) The relevant allocation of resources, including, where possible, cost
estimates relating to both regul ar-budget and extrabudgetary activities, including
those supported by the Trust Fund for LDCs;
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8. Invites the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD to consider, in cooperation with
the rel evant organizations, appropriate arrangenents at the inter-agency level to
ensure coordinated inplenmentation of the outconme of the Hi gh-level Meeting and to
report at the April consultations of the President of the Board for further
consideration of the matter by the Trade and Devel opnment Board;

9. Recommends that, in the light of the report of the Secretary-GCGeneral
the Trade and Devel opnent Board consider how best to achieve intergovernnenta
coordi nation between the relevant organizations in order to ensure the nost
efficient inplenentation of the outcone of the Hi gh-level Meeting.

892nd pl enary neeting

16 February 1998

[tem 3: O gani zation of the process of the md-termreview in accordance with the
M drand Decl arati on and General Assenbly resolution 52/182

4, The Board | aunched the md-termreview process. |In so doing, it agreed that
M . Benjelloun-Touim (Mrocco), Vice-President of the Board, would conduct the
informal and formal work of the review and report the outcone to the executive
session of the Board on 10 July 1998. The purpose of the review would be to
determ ne to what extent the mandate established at Mdrand in ternms of work
programes and institutional reforns had been inplemented; to identify what renmined
to be conpl eted before UNCTAD X, including any adjustnment that woul d need to be nmade
to fulfil comitnments nmade at Mdrand; and to nmake recomendati ons on the work
programre and agendas for the Board, the Comm ssions and expert neetings in the
period | eading to UNCTAD X. The President would consult with the Secretary-CGenera
of UNCTAD and the presidency of UNCTAD I X (South Africa) as to howto finalize the
review process and in particular how to respond to the General Assenbly’ s request
that the process should lead to a high-level neeting contributing to UNCTAD X

5. Under this item the Board further decided to endorse the draft guidelines
relating to the efficiency and functioning of the UNCTAD i ntergovernnental machinery
presented by the Vice-President of the Board (TD/ B/ EX(16)/L.2) and deci ded that they
should be put into effect imediately. (For the text of the guidelines, see bel ow)

Deci si on 446 (EX-16) Gui delines on the efficiency and functioning
of the UNCTAD i ntergovernnental nachinery

Wthin the framework of the intergovernnental structure established at
UNCTAD | X, the Trade and Devel opnent Board at its sixteenth executive session has
reviewed the functioning of its intergovernnental machinery and has adopted the
gui delines set out below in order to inprove the working nmethods and enhance the
functioning of that machinery. The various bodies at the different levels of the
machi nery, with the support of the secretariat, wll apply these guidelines
i mediately and in a flexible manner to ensure nmaxi mnum effectiveness.
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General considerations
1. The rol e of bureaus should be an active one, both during and between sessions
of the bodies concerned. Bureaus should deal with organizational and procedura
matters. Should they wish to take up matters relating to the preparation of
substantive issues, they should neet as extended bureaus. 1/
2. The UNCTAD cal endar of neetings should be designed to ensure that expert

meetings take place before the sessions of the relevant comm ssion, and that
commi ssi on sessions take place prior to sessions of the Board.

3. Del egati ons should be briefed on all aspects of a neeting at |east four weeks
before the neeting. Pre-session docunentation should be distributed on tinme and in
al I | anguages.

4, Panel s shoul d be organi zed only when they can add value to the discussions of
the bodi es concerned. Menber States should be consulted well in advance in
connection with the topics of panels and the choice of panellists. The selection
of panellists should be based on the need to ensure a bal anced presentation of the
topics selected, as well as linguistic and regional balance. Pernmanent m ssions
shoul d be infornmed of invitations extended to panellists or resource persons from
their countries. Panellists should be properly briefed prior to nmeetings, and they
should provide witten summaries of their presentations for distribution to
participants. The length of tine spent on panels and the nunber of panellists should
be limted in order to allow sufficient tinme for intergovernnmental discussions. A
witten summary of the panel discussions should be produced by a rapporteur in order
to ensure the necessary link with the intergovernnental debate.

5. To inprove transparency and all ow maxi mum partici pation, sinultaneous neetings
during a session should generally be avoided, and discussions on texts on which
deci sions nust be taken, in particular agreed conclusions, should normally take
place in informal plenary neetings, not in closed consultations.

6. Al information relating to neetings, including preparations, docunentation
and outcones, should be nade available on UNCTAD s web site, which should be
regarded as an integral part of neetings arrangenments. |Information on pre-session

preparati ons and docunentation should in principle be nade avail able six weeks
before a neeti ng.

7. Brief summaries should be prepared by the secretariat of all infornal
substantive di scussions, without attribution of views to individual delegations.

Trade and Devel opnent Board and Working Party on the
Mediumterm Pl an and Programme Budget

8. The agenda for sessions of the Board should be prepared in such a way as to
allow the Board to cover all issues addressed to it in the final outcone of
UNCTAD I X. It should be well focused.

1/ An extended bureau conprises the officers of the bureau, the regi onal group
coordi nators and interested del egations.
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9. The Board should examne and evaluate the work of the Conm ssions and
determ ne the direction of new work; it should not just take note of the

Commi ssi ons’ reports.

10. The Board should strive to achieve better coherence between its sessions and
the sessions of the Commissions in terns of choice of items and preparation of the
cal endar to enable the expertise of the expert neetings to find its way up to the
Board and to allow the Commr ssions to take account of the deliberations of the
Boar d.

11. Preparations for the high-1evel segnment, including the selection of the thene,
the chairman and the panellists, should be transparent and based on consul tations
with all menber States.

12. The thenme of the high-level segnment should be of international inportance in
order to attract high-level participation; the selection of the thene should take
place in the first half of the year. |In principle, there should be a direct |ink

bet ween the thene of the high-level segment and the agenda for the Board s session

13. Hi gh-1evel representatives at the segnent should be given an opportunity to
present their views and participate fully, with the high-level segnent being treated
as a high-level intergovernnental debate.

14. The secretariat should prepare a summary of the discussions at the high-Ileve
segnment as rapidly as possible and, if timng permts, before the end of the regul ar
session of the Trade and Devel opnment Board.

15. The work of the Wirking Party shoul d be coordi nated and synchroni zed with the
work of the relevant bodies in New York in order to ensure that the views of the
Working Party are taken fully into account. |Its work should al so be organized in
such a way as to give nenbers sufficient tine to consider docunentation

Commi ssi ons and Expert Meetings

16. The organi zati on of work of the Conm ssions should be such as to allow the
Commi ssions to devote thensel ves to substantive issues.

17. The bureaus of the Comm ssions, neeting in the appropriate configuration
shoul d continue to functi on between Conmm ssion sessions with a viewto dealing wth,
anmong ot her things: preparations for and foll owup to Comm ssion sessions and expert
nmeetings; preparation of proposed topics for Conmm ssion agendas and expert neetings;
organi zati on of work; docunentation

18. The nunber of expert neetings to be convened by a Commission should be
determ ned by the Board.

19. Each Conmi ssion should consider the findings of its expert neetings and
di scuss their policy inplications. It should have before it an indication by the
secretariat of the nature of those policy inplications and of possible action to be
t aken.

20. In selecting the topics for expert neetings, Comm ssions should ensure that
topi cs are demand-driven, are closely related to the Conm ssions’ work and take into
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consi deration issues of current interest to nenber States and in particular
devel opi ng countries. Account nust be taken of UNCTAD s conparative advantages and
of the secretariat’s expertise and capacity.

21. The Commi ssions shoul d di scuss and eval uate technical cooperation activities
linked to their work programres and make proposals to the Board. Special attention
should be given to strengthening the synergy between policy dial ogue, study and
anal ysis, and technical cooperation

22. VWherever possible, as the outcone of their work the Conm ssions shoul d seek
to adopt agreed concl usions of relevance to the international community, Governnents
and the UNCTAD secretariat. Recommendations for work to be carried out by the

secretariat should be practical and realistic in ternms of capacity.

23. When the Conmm ssions request work to be carried out by the secretariat, the
latter should informthe Conmmi ssions in particular of the schedule of work, the
probable tinme of conpletion and reporting nodalities.

24. The Conmi ssions should have before them at the follow ng session, progress
reports on the inplenentation of agreed conclusions and reconmendati ons by the
secretariat. These progress reports, which should include an eval uation of the work
undert aken, should be presented to the extended bureaus before being subnmitted to
t he Comnm ssi ons.

25. Experts attendi ng expert neetings convened in accordance w th paragraph 114
of “A Partnership for G owh and Devel opnent” are noninated by their Governnents

Al'l participants at expert meetings have the status of expert and serve in their
personal capacity. |In all matters relating to participation of experts in expert
meetings, the secretariat should deal wth permanent m ssions. CGovernments are
encouraged to nom nate non-governnental experts al so.

26. To inmprove the effectiveness of expert neetings, the secretariat should
provi de experts wth appropriate information on UNCTAD, its activities and
procedures, and the anticipated nature of the expert neetings in question

27. The agenda of each expert neeting should be clearly established by the
Conmi ssi on conveni ng the neeting.

28. Wher ever possible, as the outcone of their work expert neetings should seek
to identify possible policy options relating to capacity-building and general policy
gui del i nes.

29. After each expert neeting, it is recommended that the extended bureau of the
rel evant Commi ssion neet in order to discuss the outconme of the meeting.

30. Wth a viewto facilitating the participation of experts in expert mneetings
and thereby helping to inprove the effectiveness of these neetings, nenber States
are encouraged to expl ore nmeans of enhancing such participation, including through
contributions to the trust fund established by the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD and
ot her resources possible to finance the participation of experts from devel opi ng
countri es.

892nd pl enary neeting

16 February 1998
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Item 4: UNCTAD s publication policy in accordance with the decision of the
fifteenth executive session of the Trade and Devel oprent Board

6. The Board adopted a draft decision submtted by the President of the Trade and

Devel opnent Board. (For the text of the decision, see below.) The Board further
agreed that the next consultations of the President of the Trade and Devel opment
Board woul d be devoted in part to the question of UNCTAD s publication policy.

Deci si on 447 (EX-16): UNCTAD s publication policy

The Trade and Devel opnent Board,

Decides that the Wrking Party on the Medium Term Plan and the Progranme
Budget shoul d neet as soon as possible to:

(a) Revi ew t he “Report on docunentation and publications”(TD/ B/ EX(15)/5) of
27 May 1997 and the “Progress report on the inplenentati on of UNCTAD s publication
policy” (TD/B/EX(16)/3 and Add.1) in order for nmenber States to ascertain to what
extent the policy set out thereinis in line with their objectives for the overall
publications policy of UNCTAD, taking into account the current discussion in the
Ceneral Assenbly on the publications policy for the United Nations as a whole in the
light of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/51/1946) and the comments of the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations thereon (A/52/685), and to enable nenber
States to nonitor that UNCTAD publications are in line with the publications policy;

(b) Recommend any changes that mght need to be adopted to achieve such
objectives and to ensure the role of nmenber States in this process.

[tem 5: Institutional, organizational, adm nistrative and related matters

(a) Desi gnati on of intergovernnental bodies for the purposes
of rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the Board

7. The Board noted that two intergovernnental organizations in status with UNCTAD
had changed their names: the International Conference of African States on | nsurance
Supervision had changed its nane to the Inter-African Conference of Insurance
Mar ket s (Conférence Interafricaine des nmarchés d’ assurance); the Andean Reserve Fund
had changed its nanme to the Latin American Reserve Fund.

(b) Desi gnati on of non-governnental organizations for the purposes
of rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

8. The Board approved the applications of two non-governnental organizations and
decided to classify themas follows:

Speci al category: International Centre for Trade and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
(1CTSD) (TD/B/EX(16)/R 1) to participate in the work of the
Conmi ssion on Trade in Goods and Services, and Commoditi es;

General category: I nternational South G oup Network (ISGN) (TD/ B/EX(16)/R. 2).
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9. The Board al so noted that the Baltic Exchange shoul d be deleted fromthe |ist
provided for in rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board.

Item 6: UNCTAD s Techni cal Cooperation Plan for 1998-2000

10. The Board took note of UNCTAD s Technical Cooperation Plan for 1998-2000
(TD/ B/ EX(16)/ 2).

ltem 7: O her busi ness

(a) Menmber ship of the Working Party on the Mediumterm Pl an
and the Programe Budget for 1998

11. The Board took note of the nenbership of the Wrking Party for 1998, as
foll ows: Bangl adesh; Brazil; China; Ethiopia; France; |ndonesia; Ireland; Japan;
Kenya; Mexico; Mrocco; Norway; Pakistan; Poland; Russian Federation; Slovakia;
Sweden; United States of America; Uruguay.

(b) UN/ | MO Di pl omati ¢ Conference on Arrest of Ships -
General Assenbly resolution 52/182

12. The Board endorsed the arrangenents of the Diplonatic Conference proposed by
t he UNCTAD secretariat in docunent TD/ B/ EX(16)/4, as follows:

(a) The Conference woul d be schedul ed to be held in Geneva for a period of
two weeks from1 to 12 March 1999;

(b) The Secretaries-General of UNCTAD and | MO would nake the necessary
arrangenents, in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 52/182, to
hold the Conference and to subnit to the Conference all relevant
document ation, including draft rules of procedure of the Conference, as
well as to arrange for all required facilities for the Conference;

(c) The Conference would establish one nain Committee to consider the
entire substantive work of the Conference;

(d) The | anguages of the Conference would be Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spani sh.

(c) Savings resulting frominproved overall cost effectiveness

13. The Board adopted draft decision TD/B/EX(16)/L.3, as anmended by the President.
(For the text of the decision, see below)
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Deci si on 448 (EX-16): Savings resulting frominproved overal
cost effectiveness

The Trade and Devel opnent Board,

Recal | i ng paragraph 107(a) of “A Partnership for Gowh and Devel opnent”
(TD/ 378), paragraph 33 of General Assenbly resolution 51/167 and paragraph 54 of
CGeneral Assenbly resolution 52/220,

Deci des:

(a) To request the Secretary-General of UNCTAD to present as soon as
possi ble to the Working Party on the Medium Term Plan and the Programe Budget a
detailed report on the savings achieved pursuant to the ninth session of the
Conf erence and paragraph 54 of Ceneral Assenbly resolution 52/220;

(b) That the Wrking Party should neet urgently to review the savings
resulting from the inproved overall cost-effectiveness achieved pursuant to the
ninth session of the Conference, including restructuring of the intergovernnental
machi nery and reformof the secretariat, and to anal yse proposals, when forthcom ng
on the use of such savings;

(c) That the Wbrking Party shoul d propose recommendati ons on how to allocate
in the 1998-1999 budget cycle a part of the savings already achieved with a viewto
strengt heni ng UNCTAD capabilities, including inter alia technical cooperation

(d) UNCTAD cal endar of neetings

14. The Board approved the revised cal endar of neetings for 1998. (For the
revi sed cal endar, see TD/ B/ 44/1NF. 2/ Rev.1.)

Item 8: Report of the Board on its sixteenth executive session
15. The Board authorized the Rapporteur to conplete the report on its sixteenth
session under the authority of the President. It requested the secretariat to

circulate a synoptic report of the proceedings as soon as possible; this synoptic
report would serve as the Board' s report to the General Assenbly.
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Annex

AGENDA FOR THE SI XTEENTH EXECUTI VE SESSI ON OF THE BOARD

Adoption of the agenda

Foll ow-up to the WIO Hi gh-level Meeting on Integrated Initiatives for Least
Devel oped Countries’ Trade Devel opnent (27-28 October 1997)

Organi zation of the process of the md-termreview in accordance with the
M drand Decl arati on and General Assenbly resolution 52/182

UNCTAD s publication policy in accordance with the decision of the fifteenth
executive session of the Trade and Devel opment Board

Institutional, organizational, adm nistrative and related matters:

(a) Desi gnation of intergovernnental bodies for the purposes of rule 76 of
the rul es of procedure of the Board;

(b) Desi gnati on of non-governnmental organizations for the purposes of
rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

UNCTAD s Techni cal Cooperation Plan for 1998-2000
O her busi ness:

(a) Membership of the W rking Party on the Mediumterm Plan and the
Programe Budget for 1998

(b) UV I MO Diplomatic Conference on Arrest of Ships - General Assenbly
resol ution 52/ 182

(c) Savings resulting frominproved overall cost effectiveness
(d) UNCTAD cal endar of neetings

Report of the Board on its sixteenth executive session



