TD/B/EX(17)/3

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Report of the Trade and Development Board on its
seventeenth executive session

held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on 8 May 1998

UNITED NATIONS



Distr.
GENERAL

TD/B/EX(17)/3
6 July 1998

Original: ENGLISH

Report of the Trade and Development Board on its
seventeenth executive session

held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on 8 May 1998

GE. 98-51039



Chapt er

Annex

CONTENTS

I NTRODUCTI ON

DECI SI ONS ADOPTED BY THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT
BOARD AT | TS SEVENTEENTH EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

Deci sion 449 (EX-17): UNCTAD s publication policy

Deci sion 450 (EX-17): Trust fund to enhance
partici pati on of devel oping countries' experts
i n UNCTAD meeti ngs

REPORT OF THE WORKI NG PARTY ON THE MEDI UM TERM
PLAN AND THE PROGRAMVE BUDGET ON | TS THI RTY- FI RST
SESSI ON:  BOARD DECI SI ON 447 (EX-16) ON UNCTAD S
PUBLI CATI ON POLI CY; AND BOARD DECI SI ON 448 ( EX- 16)
ON SAVI NGS RESULTI NG FROM | MPROVED OVERALL COST
EFFECTI VENESS (agenda item 2)

PROGRESS REPORT BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OF

UNCTAD ON THE TRUST FUND TO ENHANCE PARTI Cl PATI ON

OF DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES' EXPERTS | N UNCTAD MEETI NGS
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE DECI SI ONS OF THE FORTY- FOURTH
SESSI ON OF THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(agenda item 3)

CLOSI NG STATEMENTS
| NSTI TUTI ONAL, ORGANI ZATI ONAL, ADM NI STRATI VE
AND RELATED MATTERS (agenda item 4)

Annexes

Agenda for the seventeenth executive session of
t he Board

Provi si onal agenda for the eighteenth executive
session of the Trade and Devel opnent Board

Att endance

11

13

14

15



I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The seventeenth executive session of the Trade and Devel opnent Board was
held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 8 May 1998. The executive session
consi sted of one neeting - the 893rd plenary neeting of the Board. The agenda
of the seventeenth executive session is reproduced in annex | bel ow



.  DECI SI ONS ADOPTED BY THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD
AT | TS SEVENTEENTH EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

Deci sion 449 (EX-17): UNCTAD s publication policy

The Trade and Devel opment Board, taking into account the ongoing work in
the secretariat to stream ine UNCTAD s publications policy, the relevant reports,
and the establishnment of a Publications Committee within the secretariat, agrees
t hat :

1. The efforts undertaken by the secretariat in this respect are npst
wel come; the Board al so takes note of the Wirking Party’s satisfaction with the
mechani sms put in place within the secretariat to ensure the systematic oversi ght
and i nprovenment of UNCTAD s publications activities;

2. Menber States be encouraged to take an active part in a transparent
revi ew of UNCTAD s publications policy through consultations between the menber
States and the secretariat, so as to ensure that publications neet their needs
and fulfil the priorities set for UNCTAD,

3. The Secretary-General of UNCTAD be invited to hold meetings with
menber States regardi ng UNCTAD s publications policy at an appropriate stage of
the planning and revi ew process, as follows:

(a) The Working Party will, at the start of each year, neet informally
with UNCTAD s programe managers to discuss the specific list of
publications planned for the year; at the same tine, the Wrking

Party will also consider a report of the Secretary-General on the
i mpl enentati on of UNCTAD s publications policy and will report to
the Trade and Devel opnent Board; the two neetings will not exceed

two days al t oget her;

(b) In the autum of the first year of each biennium the Secretary-
General of UNCTAD will neet informally with the menbers of the
Working Party to discuss a draft |ist of publications proposed for
t he next biennium

(c) The Working Party will review the draft work programme early in the
foll owi ng year, including the draft |ist of proposed publications,
after which the Secretary-General of UNCTAD will finalize his
programe budget submission to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations; the Wrking Party will review the proposed programe
budget at the tine it is submitted to the General Assenbly and will
report to the Trade and Devel opment Board which, in turn, wll
endor se t he recommendati ons to be transmtted to t he
CGeneral Assenbly’s review bodies;

(d) The Working Party will also review the results of a survey of
publications issued during the previous year, as well as any in-
depth readership surveys of selected publications which will have



been conduct ed; readership surveys should be conducted on an annua
basis; in the light of recent experience, the secretariat should
seek to inmprove the design, nethodol ogy and scope of readership
surveys so that they fulfil their crucial role;

(e) Al'l nenber States are encouraged to respond as fully as possible to
readershi p surveys.

893rd plenary neeting

8 May 1998

Deci sion 450 (EX-17): Trust fund to enhance participation of devel oping

countries' experts in UNCTAD neeti ngs

The Trade and Devel opment Board, having received a progress report under

item 3 of

countries'

its agenda on the trust fund to enhance the participation of devel oping

experts in UNCTAD neetings in accordance with the decision of the

forty-fourth session of the Board, decides that:

(a)

(b)

Informal consultations under the authority of the President of the
Board shall be held on the operational nodalities of the trust fund
to enhance participation of devel oping countries' experts in UNCTAD
meetings in accordance with paragraph 114 of "A Partnership for
Growth and Devel opnent”, with a view to enabling the Secretary-
Ceneral of UNCTAD to nodi fy the operational nodalities of the trust
fund to include inter alia two wi ndows, one for earmarked and one
for non-earmarked contri butions;

The President of the Trade and Devel opnent Board is requested to
conplete these informal consultations by 3 July 1998 so that the
operational nodalities can be endorsed by the Trade and Devel opnent
Board at its eighteenth executive session on 10 July 1998.

893rd plenary neeting
8 May 1998




. REPORT OF THE WORKI NG PARTY ON THE MEDI UM TERM PLAN
AND THE PROGRAMVE BUDGET ON | TS THI RTY- FI RST SESSI ON:
BOARD DECI SI ON 447 (EX-16) ON UNCTAD S PUBLI CATI ON POLI CY;
AND BOARD DECI SI ON 448 (EX-16) ON SAVI NGS RESULTI NG FROM
| MPROVED OVERALL COST EFFECTI VENESS

(Agenda item 2)

2. The representative of Mexico, speaking in his capacity as the Chairman of
the Wrrking Party on the Mediumterm Plan and the Programme Budget, inforned the
Board of the outcone of the deliberations of the Wrking Party on the question
of savings resulting frominproved overall cost-effectiveness achieved pursuant
to the ninth session of the Conference, as contained in docunent
UNCTAD/ | SS/ M sc. 121. ¥ He also informed the Board that, in accordance wth
General Assenbly decision 52/462, he would conmunicate that outconme to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. He further presented for adoption by
the Board a draft decision on UNCTAD s publication policy.

Action by the Board

3. In connection with the question of savings resulting frominproved overall
cost-effectiveness, the Board noted that the nenbers of the Wrking Party had
requested the President of the Board to undertake informal consultations on the
establ i shnment of guidelines and nodalities, to be endorsed by the Board at its
ei ghteenth executive session on 10 July 1998, for the distribution of the
rel evant funds for the financing of experts. The informal consultations were to
i nvol ve the Secretary-General of UNCTAD and were to be completed by 3 July 1998.

4, In connection with UNCTAD s publication policy, the Board adopted the draft
deci sion presented to it by the Wrking Party. (For the text of the decision,
see decision 449 (EX-17) above).

Y For the report of the Working Party, see document TD/ B/ 45/ 5-
TD/ B/ WP/ 107.



I11. PROGRESS REPORT BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OF UNCTAD ON THE
TRUST FUND TO ENHANCE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES'
EXPERTS | N UNCTAD MEETI NGS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE DECI SI ONS
OF THE FORTY- FOURTH SESSI ON OF THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(Agenda item 3)

5. The representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said that, follow ng
consul tations of the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD i n Decenber 1996, the trust fund
to enhance participation of devel oping countries' experts in UNCTAD neetings had
been established in April 1997. The aim had been to seek contributions to an
anmount of $680,000. In May 1997, the Secretary-General of UNCTAD had witten to
menber States to request contributions to the fund. To date, $3,000 had been
contributed, and since no decision to disburse funds had been made, the trust
fund had an unencunbered bal ance of $3,000.

6. The President expressed appreciation to the Governnment of Iceland for
having made the first contribution to the trust fund.

Action by the Board

7. The Board adopted a draft decision presented by the President. (For the
text of the decision, see decision 450 (EX-17) above).



V. CLOSI NG STATEMENTS

8. The representative of Japan said that, with regard to the question of the
rei nvestment of savings, the regular budget should not be used to finance the
participation of experts in UNCTAD neetings. Such participation should be
financed through voluntary contributions.

9. The spokesperson for the African Group (South Africa) wel conmed the outcone
of the Working Party’ s deliberations. My had thought that such an outcone
woul d not be within reach, and it was a credit to all concerned that it had been
possi bl e to send clear recommendati ons to New York.

10. The representative of Brazil expressed satisfaction with the outcone of the
Working Party’s deliberations. The financing of experts was an inportant
priority for the Latin American and Cari bbean G oup, and the agreenent reached
in the Wrking Party was a step forward. O course, further discussions were
requi red, and she counted on the goodwill of all in order to make it possible to
agree as expeditiously as possible on guidelines and nodalities for the
di sbursement of funds.

11. The representative of Switzerland said that his del egati on was pl eased with
the results achieved by the Wrking Party. It fully supported UNCTAD s
publication policy, and it hoped that the dialogue provided for in the Board s
deci sion woul d enhance the participation of nmenber States in the eval uation of
UNCTAD publications. Wth regard to agenda item 3, his del egati on wel coned the

progress achieved in connection with the trust fund. It was hoped that the
Board’ s deci sion would hel p make the trust fund operational, in inplenmentation
of paragraph 114 of "A Partnership for Gowth and Devel opnent”. Wth goodw |,

the remai ni ng problens could be settled.

12. The representative of the United Kingdom speaking on behalf of the
European Union, noted that the outcome of the Wrking Party’ s session was
satisfactory to all its nenbers

13. The representative of China said the fact that UNCTAD had savings to
di scuss was an excellent thing. The outcone of the Wbrking Party’s work was
positive, and although the principles and nodalities for the financing of experts
still had to be defined, satisfactory arrangenents would be found if all parties
denonstrated flexibility.

14. The representative of Bangl adesh said his delegation welcomed the fact
that, in the Wirking Party, consensus had been reached on all issues. It
particularly wel coned the fact that the concerns of devel oping countries and LDCs
had been adequately reflected in the Working Party’s concl usi ons.

15. The representative of Norway said that, in the Wrking Party, hard work and

a willingness to conpronmise had led to an acceptable result. H s del egation
particularly wel coned the enphasis that the Wbrking Party had agreed to give to
LDCs and certain investment issues. It also welconmed the outconme on

publications. Wth regard to agenda item3 and the trust fund, it was hoped t hat
the consultations to be held would result in the fund becom ng fully operational.



16. The spokesperson for the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oup (Venezuel a)
wel comed the results achieved by the W rking Party. The conprom se text
reflected the will of nenber States to revitalize UNCTAD. The work of the
Working Party had been particularly difficult because of the sensitivities
i nvol ved, but all parties to the discussions had acted in good faith and had
denonstrated that agreenment was al ways possible if the will was there. Her G oup
| ooked forward to participating in the discussions on funding nodalities in a
climate of trust, transparency and conprom se.

17. The representative of the United States said that her country had changed
its long-standing position against the funding of experts because of its strong
commitrment to hel ping African LDCs. Wth regard to the nethods of work of the
Wor ki ng Party, consultations should be held on how to make inprovenents; she
noted, for exanple, that observers tended to dom nate the proceedings at the
expense of nenbers, which did not make nuch sense. Docunentation for Working
Party sessions should be prepared in consultation with nenber States to ensure
that the latter were not faced with a fait acconpli.

18. The representative of Kenya welcomed the results of the Working Party’s
del i berations and expressed thanks for the goodwill shown by all to LDCs and
African countries.

19. The representative of Uruguay said that the Wrking Party was a vita
element in efforts to increase the transparency of UNCTAD s budgetary procedures
and techni cal cooperation programres. Wth regard to the financing of experts,
a significant first step had been taken towards ensuring the effective
participation of developing country experts in UNCTAD neetings, which was an
i mportant priority for his G oup.



V. I NSTI TUTI ONAL, ORGANI ZATI ONAL, ADM NI STRATI VE
AND RELATED MATTERS

(Agenda item 4)

A. Opening of the session

Board was
Yugosl av Republic of

20. The seventeenth executive session of the Trade and Devel opnent
opened on 8 My 1998 by M. Goce Petreski (former
Macedoni a), President of the Board.

B. Bureau of the seventeenth executive session

t he Bureau since the
its seventeenth executive

21. There being no change in the elected officers of
forty-fourth session, the Bureau of the Board at
session was as follows:

Pr esi dent : M.

Goce Petreski

(former Yugosl av Republic
of Macedoni a)

Vice-Presidents: M. Anne Anderson (I'reland)

M. Mchael Ray Arietti (United States of America)

M . Dhumahdass Bai choo (Mauritius)

M. Nacer Benjelloun-Touim (Morocco)

M's. Eveline Herfkens (Net her| ands)

M. Ant hony Hill (Jamai ca)

M. G lberto Saboia (Brazil)

M. Vasili Sidorov (Russi an Federati on)

M. Bjorn Skogno ( Nor way)

M. Bozorgmehr Ziaran (I'slam ¢ Republic of Iran)
Rapport eur: M. Sek Wannanet hee ( Thai | and)

C. Adoption of the agenda
(Agenda item 1)

22. At its 893rd neeting, on 8 My 1998, the Board adopted the provisional

agenda for its seventeenth executive session (TD/ B/EX(17)/1).
see annex | bel ow).

(For the agenda,

D. Review of the cal endar of neetings

(Agenda item4 (a))

23. The Board took note of
document TD/ B/ 44/ 1 NF. 2/ Rev. 2.

the revised cal endar of meetings as contained in



24. The representative of the UNCTAD secretariat infornmed the Board that the
secretariat would request an increase in the allotnent of meeting units in order
to cater for the increase in the nunber of informal nmeetings requested by the
Board, as well as for the decision on publications policy as it affected the
nunber of informal neetings in 1999.

E. Admnistrative and financial inplications
of the actions of the Board

(Agenda item 4 (b))

25. The Board was informed that there were no additional financial inplications
resulting fromits action at its seventeenth session

F. Oher business

(Agenda item 5)

26. The Board approved the draft provisional agenda for its eighteenth
executive session. (For the provisional agenda, see annex |l bel ow).
27. The President rem nded the Board that he would be conducting consultations

on the topic of the H gh-level Segment of the forty-fifth regular session of the
Board in the com ng weeks.

G Report of the Board on its seventeenth executive session

(Agenda item 6)

28. The Board authorized the Rapporteur to conplete the report on its
sevent eenth executive session under the authority of the President. It requested
the secretariat to circulate a synoptic report of the proceedings as soon as
possible; this synoptic report would serve as the Board's report to the
General Assenbly.
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Annex |

AGENDA FOR THE SEVENTEENTH EXECUTI VE SESSI ON OF THE BOARD

Adopti on of the agenda

Report of the Working Party on the Mediumterm Plan and the Programme
Budget on its thirty-first session: Board deci sion 447 (EX-16) on UNCTAD s
publication policy; and Board decision 448 (EX-16) on savings resulting
frominproved overall cost effectiveness

Progress report by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on the trust fund to
enhance participation of devel oping countries' experts in UNCTAD neeti ngs
in accordance with the decision of the forty-fourth session of the Trade
and Devel opment Board

Institutional, organizational, adm nistrative and related nmatters:

(a) Revi ew of the cal endar of neetings

(b) Adm ni strative and financial inplications of the actions of the
Board

O her busi ness

Adoption of the report of the Board



Annex 11

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE EI GHTEENTH EXECUTI VE
SESSI ON OF THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD

10 July 1998

Adopti on of the agenda
El ection of officers
Md-termrevi ew

UNCTAD s contribution to the UN-NADAF: UNCTAD s activities in
favour of Africa (agreed conclusions 443 (XLIV))

Institutional, organizational, admnistrative and related matters:

(a) Desi gnation of intergovernnmental bodies for the purposes of rule 76
of the rules of procedure of the Board

(b) Desi gnati on of non-governmental organizations for the purposes
of rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

(c) Desi gnati on of the President and Bureau of the forty-fifth session
of the Trade and Devel opnent Board

Report by the President of the Trade and Devel opment Board on his
i nformal consultations on

(a) Gui del ines and nodalities for funds from savings resulting from
i nproved overall cost-effectiveness for financing of experts

(b) Qperational nodalities of the Trust Fund to enhance participation of
devel opi ng countries’ experts in UNCTAD neeti ngs

O her busi ness

Report of the Board on its eighteenth session
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ATTENDANCE */

1. The following States nenbers of UNCTAD, nenbers of the Board, were
represented at the session:

Angol a Mal t a
Australia Maurit ani a
Austria Mauritius
Bangl adesh Mexi co

Bel gi um Mor occo
Bhut an Myanmar
Brazi | Net her | ands
Bul gari a Nor way

Chi na Paki st an
Costa Rica Panama
Cuba Par aguay
Czech Republic Phi | i ppi nes
Denocratic Republic Port uga

of the Congo

Republic of Korea

Ecuador Russi an Federation

El Sal vador South Africa

Et hi opi a Spai n

France Sudan

Gabon Sweden

Ceorgi a Swit zer| and

Ger many Thai | and

I cel and The Former Yugosl av

I ndonesi a Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a

Iran (1slam c Republic of)

I rel and Tuni si a

Italy Tur key

Jamai ca Uganda

Japan United Kingdom of Great Britain
Jor dan and Northern Irel and

Kenya United States of Anerica
Lebanon Ur uguay

Li byan Arab Jamahiriya Venezuel a

Madagascar Yernen

2. The followi ng States memnbers of
represented as observers at the session

Trini dad and Tobago

UNCTAD, not nenbers of the Board,

wer e

Rwanda

Holy See
3. The follow ng intergovernmental organizations were represented at the
sessi on:

Eur opean Conmunity

Organi zation of African Unity

*/ For the list of participants,

see TD/ B/ EX(17)/1NF. 1.



4, The foll owi ng specialized agencies were represented at the session:

Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations
United Nations Industrial Devel opment Organization

5. The Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe was represented at the session. The
International Trade Centre UNCTAD/ WO was al so represented at the session.

6. The foll owi ng non-governnental organization was represented at the session:

CGeneral Category

Worl d Federation of United Nations Associ ations



