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[tem 1: Adoption of the agenda

The Board adopted, w thout anendnent, the provisional agenda for its fifteenth
executive session circulated in TD/ B/ EX(15)/ 1.

[tem 2: Matters requiring action by the Board in followup to the ninth session
of the Conference and arising fromor related to reports and activities
of its subsidiary and ot her bodies:

(a) Reports of the Conmi ssions on their first sessions
(i) Report of the Conmi ssion on Trade in Goods and Services,

and Commodities on its first session (6-8 Novenber 1996 and
19-21 February 1997)

Action

The Board took note of the report of the Commission on Trade in Goods and
Services, and Commodities on its first session (TD/ B/ 44/5-TD B/ COM 1/ 6) and endor sed
the two agreed conclusions in annex | of the report.

*/ Pending the distribution of the final report of the Trade and Devel opnent
Board on its fifteenth executive session (to be issued in TD/ B/EX(15)/..), the
secretariat is circulating this synoptic record of the fifteenth executive session
for the informati on of del egations and other users. The final report will contain
the summari es of statenents made on the various itens.
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(ii) Report of the Conm ssion on Investnent, Technol ogy
and Rel ated Financial Issues on its first session
(18-22 Novenber 1996 and 7 February 1997)
Action

The Board took note of the report of the Conm ssion on |Investnent, Technol ogy
and Rel ated Financial Issues on its first session (TD/ B/ 44/5-TD/ B/COM 2/4) and
endorsed the agreed conclusions in annex |, on the understanding that the question
of the status of the Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy and of the
I nt ergovernmental Working Goup of Experts on International Standards of Accounting
and Reporting (ISAR) and their relationship with the other expert neetings of the

Commi ssion are still the subject of further consultations by the President of the
Boar d.
Speakers

1. Mexico (for Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oup)

2. Brazi |

3. Chi na

4, Net herl ands (for European Union)

5. Morocco (for African G oup)

6. Paki st an

(iii) Report of the Conm ssion on Enterprise, Business
Facilitation and Devel opnent on its first session
(20-24 January 1997)

Action

The Board took note of the report of the Conmi ssion on Enterprise, Business
Facilitation and Devel opnment on its first session (TD/ B/44/2-TD/ B/ COM 3/4) and
endorsed the agreed conclusions in annex | and Il of the report.

(iv) Debate on the functioning of the new intergovernnental
nmachi nery of UNCTAD, in particular the Conm ssions and the
Expert Meetings, since UNCTAD | X

Speaker s
1. Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD
2. France (Chai rman of Comm ssion 1)
3. Costa Rica (Chairman of Conmi ssion 3)
4, Swit zer| and
5. Net her | ands (for European Union)
6. Nor way
7. Morocco (for African G oup)
8. South Africa
9. Tur key
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(b) Report of the Working Party on the Mediumterm Plan and
Progranmme Budget on its twenty-ninth session (16-17 January
and 21-23 May 1997)

Speakers on item 2 (b)

Norway (Chairman of the Working Party)

Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD

Mexico (for Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oup)
Net her |l ands (for European Union)

United States of Anerica

Deputy Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD (response)

oukwnE

Action on item 2 (b)

The Board took note of the outcone of the twenty-ninth session of the Working
Party on the Mediumterm Plan and Programme Budget, which dealt mainly with the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1998-1999. Y

(c) Report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on preparations for a
meeting with actors in devel opnent

Speakers on item 2 (c)

Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD

Net her |l ands (for European Union)

Et hi opi a

Madagascar

Tur key

Brazi |

Secretary-General of UNCTAD (response)

NookwbE

Action on item2 (c)

The Board took note of the statement nade by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
and of the comments made by del egations. ¢

¥ The agreed conclusions and Chairman’s summary, adopted by the Working
Party at the second part of its twenty-ninth session on 16 June 1997, were
available in TD/B/ WP/ L.77. Subsequently, the full report of the Wrking Party
on its twenty-ninth session was issued in TD/ B/ EX(15)/6—FD/ B/ WP/ 101.

Z For the statement by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on preparations
for a neeting with actors in devel opnment, see annex I.
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(d) Report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on the inplenentation
of the proposals contained in the agreed conclusions 436 (XLII1):
Devel opment in Africa

Speakers on item 2 (d)

1. UNCTAD Coordi nator for Africa
2. Morocco (for African G oup)
3. UNCTAD Coor di nator (response).

Action on item2 (d)

The Board took note of the “Report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on the
i mpl ement ation of the proposals contained in Board agreed conclusions 436 (XLII1):
Devel opnent in Africa” (TD/ B/EX(15)/2) and of the comments nmade by the spokesman for
the African G oup.

[tem 3: O her matters in the field of trade and devel opnent:
(a) Report of the Joint Advisory Goup on the International

Trade Centre UNCTAD)WIO on its thirtieth session
(21-24 April 1997)

Speakers on item 3 (a)

1. Morocco (Chairman of Joint Advisory G oup)
2. Si ngapore (for Asian Goup and China).

Action on item3 (a)

The Board took note of the report of the Joint Advisory Goup on its
thirtieth session (I TG AGQ XXX)/164) as circulated to the Board under cover of a note
by the UNCTAD secretariat (TD/ B/ EX(15)/4).

(b) Report of the Joint UNCTAD/ I MO I ntergovernmental G oup of
Experts on Mritine Liens and Mrtgages and Related
Subj ects on its ninth session (2-6 Decenber 1996)

Action on item 3 (b)

The Board took note of the report of the Joint UNCTAD/ I MO I ntergovernnental
G oup of Experts on Maritime Liens and Mortgages and Rel ated Subjects on its ninth
session (TD/B/ I GE. 1/4) and endorsed the recommendati on contai ned therein to propose
to the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly the convening of a diplomtic conference to
consi der and adopt a convention on arrest of ships.

In an answer to a question fromthe representative of Japan as to the timng
of the proposed diplonatic conference, the representative of the UNCTAD secretari at
stated that the recommendati on of the Joint Intergovernnental G oup of Experts,
together with the decisions of the Board and the IMO Council, would be first
submitted to the General Assenbly of the United Nations. Upon approval by the
CGeneral Assenbly, a diplomtic Conference could be held during 1998.
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I[tem 4: Institutional, organizational, adm nistrative and related matters

Action on item4

(a) Desi gnation of intergovernnental bodies for the purposes of
rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the Board

The Board took note that there were no new applications fromintergovernment al
or gani zati ons.

(b) Desi gnati on of non-governnental organizations for the purposes of
rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

The Board approved the applications of two non-governnental organizations and
deci ded, in accordance with the recommendation of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
and of the Bureau, to designate and classify themfor the purposes of rule 77 of the
rules of procedure and in accordance wth paragraph 12 (b) of Board
decision 43 (VIl) as follows:

Speci al category: International Goup of Protection and Indemity Associations
(TDB/EX(15)/R 1/ Add. 1) to participate in the work of the Commi ssion on Enterprise,
Busi ness Facilitation and Devel opnent; and the International Chrom um Devel opnent
Associ ation (TD/B/EX(15)/R 1/ Add. 2) to participate in the work of the Comm ssion on
Trade in Goods and Services, and Comopdities. These documents are now de-
restricted.

The Board also agreed to the revised classification of in-status non-
governnmental organizations in the special category, as contained in annex Il to
docunment TD/B/EX(15)/3, thus bringing them into line with the post-Mdrand
i ntergovernmental machi nery of UNCTAD.

The Board took note that, in the light of the adoption of Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council resolution 1996/31 on relations between the United Nations and non-
government al organi zations, the UNCTAD secretariat had prepared a revision of the
arrangenents for the participation of non-governnmental organizations in the
activities of UNCTAD, as contained in TD/B/EX(15)/3 and Corr.1. The Board deci ded
to postpone its decision on this question until the nineteenth executive session of
t he Board.

Having heard the statenent made by the UNCTAD Senior Legal Adviser in
introducing the note by the secretariat,? and in conformity with the recomendati ons
made by the Board at its nmeeting on 27 June 1997, the Board took note of the
secretariat note entitled “Non-governnental organizations participating in the
activities of UNCTAD" (TD/B/EX(15)/3 and Corr.1) and requested the UNCTAD
secretariat to report to the Board at its nineteenth executive session on the
i mpl enentati on of Economi ¢ and Social Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996.

3 For the statenent made on this question by the UNCTAD Seni or Legal
Advi ser, see annex I|11.
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The Board also noted that, in confornmty wth the provisions of
Board decision 43 (VIlI), sections IlIl and IV, and after consultation with the
Governments concerned (South Africa, the United Kingdom and India), the Secretary-
General had included in the Register of national non-governmental organizations the
followi ng three national non-governnental organi zations: Land and Agriculture Policy
Centre (LAPC), the Foundation for International Environnental Law and Devel opnent
(FIELD), and Consuner Unity and Trust Society (CUTS). Background i nformati on on
t hese organi zati ons was before the Board in docunents TD/B/EX(15)/L.1, L.2 and L.3.

The Board al so took note of the follow ng changes in names of organizations
in status with UNCTAD: The Federation of European Rope and Twine Industries
(EURCCORD), which had been granted status in the special category by the Board at
the first part of its twenty-fourth session, was now the Federation of European
Rope, Twine and Netting Industries, retaining the acronym EUROCORD;, ED World
Institute, which had been granted status in the special category by the Board at the
first part of its fortieth session, was now the El ectronic Comrerce World Institute.

ltem 5: O her busi ness

(a) Adoption of the Technical Cooperation Strategy of UNCTAD

Action on item5 (a)

The Board, acting on the agreenent reached by nenber States in informal
consul tations, decided to adopt the text of the Technical Cooperation Strategy of
UNCTAD contained in Part A of TD/ B/ EX(14)/3.%

Speakers on item5 (a)

1. Mexico (for Latin Anmerican and Cari bbean G oup)

2. Swi tzerl and

3. Net her |l ands (for European Union)

4. Japan

5. Nor way

6. Chi ef, I nter-Organi zati onal Affairs and Techni cal Cooper ati on
(responses)

7. Switzerland (specific point)

(b) UNCTAD publications policy

Action on item5 (b)

In the light of the agreement reached in the informal consultations of the
President on this subject, the Board deci ded, in accordance w th paragraph 107 (a)
of the Mdrand final document, that it would scrutinize the UNCTAD publications
policy at its sixteenth executive session, follow ng prior consultations.

4 Text originally subnmitted to the Board at its fourteenth executive
session on 24 March 1997
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(c) Designation of the President and Bureau of the forty-fourth
session of the Trade and Devel opnent Board

Action on item5 (c)

In accordance with the nomi nation nmade by the coordinator for Goup D, the
Board designated HE. M. Goce Petreski (The Forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a)
for the post of President of the Board at its forty-fourth session

The Board noted that the President had received the nom nations of
representatives of the follow ng countries to nenbership of the Bureau

Rapporteur: Thai | and

Vi ce- President: ¥ Br azi
I rel and
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran
Janmai ca
Net her | ands
Nor way
Russi an Federati on
United States of Anerica

The President announced that he had been inforned of the nom nation of France
for the post of Chairman of Sessional Committee |

(d) Comuni cation fromthe United Ki ngdom

The President drew attention to the communication circulated at the request
of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland concerning the question
of international responsibility for Hong Kong (TD/ B/ EX(15)/7).

(e) Regi onal Synmposium for Africa - International I nvest ment
Arrangenents: The Devel opnent Di mension

Reporting on the Regi onal Symposium held in Fez, Mrocco, on 19-20 June 1997,
the representative of Morocco read out the “Message” adopted by the participants in
t he Synposium and requested that the Message be included in extenso in the fina
report of the Board on its fifteenth executive session.¥

% Two posts remain to be filled.

Y For the Message from Fez, see annex ||
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Item 6: Report of the Board on its fifteenth executive session
In accordance with past practice, the Board authorized the Rapporteur, under

the authority of the President, to prepare the report of the Board on its fifteenth
executive session.”

“ The final report will be circulated in TD/ B/ EX(15)/9.
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ANNEXES

Annex |

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OF UNCTAD ON PREPARATI ONS

FOR A MEETI NG W TH ACTORS | N DEVELOPMENT

(Agenda item 2(c))

1. The neeting of all actors in devel opnent, on preparations for which | have the
pl easure to report to you today, is an offspring of ny proposal to UNCTAD I X for the
integration of the civil society into our work. As you will recall, the goal of ny

initiative was to provide a new institutional mechanismthat would facilitate the
engagenent in UNCTAD s work of the nore active el enments of the emerging gl obal civi
society, specially the private sector, research centres, academia and non-
governnmental organi zations. After intense discussions, UNCTAD |IX agreed to test
this idea by holding a first meeting with all actors in devel opnent. This neeting
woul d be convened by ne under ny own responsibility.

2. Par agraph 119 of the “A Partnership for G owth and Devel opnent” states that
"the Conference notes with appreciation the Secretary-Ceneral's initiative to hold
a neeting with actors in devel opnent to advise him This nmeeting should be financed
from extrabudgetary resources. The Secretary-Ceneral is invited to informthe next
regul ar session of the Board of preparations for this nmeeting and to report
subsequently on its outcone".

3. The itemwas placed on the agenda of the forty-third session of the Trade and
Devel opnent Board under the title “Report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on
preparations for a neeting with actors in developnment”. At its 881lst neeting, on
18 COctober 1996, the Trade and Devel opnent Board, in the light of the oral report
by the Chairman of Sessional Conmittee Il and follow ng approval by the Bureau of
t he Board, decided to postpone consideration of agenda item 7 (a) until the next
regul ar session of the Board.

4, The fourteenth executive session of the Board, on 24 March 1997, in approving
the provisional agenda of the fifteenth executive session of the Board,
simul taneously with a provisional agenda for the forty-fourth session of the Board,
decided to place ny report on the preparations for a neeting with actors in
devel opnent on the agenda of this executive session of the Board.

5. About a year after Mdrand, the view that the cl oser involvenent of the civi
soci ety should be a distinctive feature of the United Nations in the twenty-first
century is no longer as novel as it was when |I first made ny proposal. | am happy

to see that nowadays there is practically no international organization, not only
in the United Nations systembut also outside it, that is not actively seeking ways
of integrating the civil society. Wat was new in Decenber 1995 is beconming a
conmon concern of international organizations now. | hardly need to rem nd you
that, independently of nmy proposal, M. Kofi Annan has stated the inportance that
he attaches to this question in the context of his plans for the reform and
revitalization of the United Nations.

6. This is therefore a challenge for the United Nations as a whole. The
guestion of how to open the Organi zation to new constituencies, particularly in the
econom ¢ and social sectors, has been with us for a long tinme. The main |esson
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that we should draw fromthe |imted success of past efforts in this regard is that
the legal, political and practical conplexity of the issues involved nakes it
i mpossible to apply ready-nade, generalized solutions. This nust be a gradual
carefully thought-out process. It is against this background that ny suggestions
about mechanisnms for the integration of the civil society in the work of UNCTAD
shoul d be seen as a nodest but realistic contribution to a process of gradua
reformthat is only starting. As the Italian proverb says, Chi va piano, va sano
e va |l ontano”.

7. The questions that arise here affect the very essence of the United Nations
as an international organization. The answers to these questions still need to
mat ure, probably in the forum of the General Assenbly and with the close
i nvol venent of the Secretary-Ceneral hinself. Wth these argunments for caution in
m nd, we have decided to adjust my initial proposal in order to take into account
all the understandabl e concerns of menber States about its institutional inpact,
and we have cone to a conclusion that | hope you will all share with us.

8. Qur partnerships with the civil society would be based on the practica

experience that we have gained through concrete projects between UNCTAD,
Covernnents, the private sector and NGOs and that have produced practical results
for devel opnent. This has been the reason why we have decided to call our
initiative “Partners for Developnent”. W intend to prepare a neeting of Partners
for Devel opnent next year and | would like to share with you sone i deas about how
we intend to proceed.

9. The word “partnership” is now heard in many statenents but, in general, the
expression is still lacking in concrete content. W believe that we should give
the expression “partners for devel opnent” a content of action. This is why our
goal will be to make next year’s neeting not a neeting about declarations or

docunents, but about concrete approval of partnership projects. So we do not
intend to devote a single mnute of our future neeting to the painful negotiation
of a final text.

10. Qur intention would be to have the results of the Partners for Devel opnent
meeting fed into the process of preparation for UNCTAD X. Thus, we will be able
to present to you real exanples of the partnerships that can be establi shed between
UNCTAD and the civil society, their practical nodalities and their results. This,
I think, will be a much sounder base for any debate on the ways to nake these
partnerships a standard way of work in UNCTAD. They will also attest to the
organi zation’s capacity to focus on the demands of the people of devel oping
countries and to nobilize m nds, technology, political will and, why not, resources
to nmeet them

11. | expect two kinds of results fromthe neeting of Partners for Devel opnent.
First of all, Partners for Developnent will be asked to think together about
devel opnent. They should provide a framework where the private sector, research
centres, academia, NGOs and the public sector can contribute to a better
under st andi ng of sonme devel opnent issues linked to trade and investnent and to
devel op solutions that go beyond our traditional outputs.

12. The other conponent of the outconme that | expect from the Partners for
Devel opnent meeting will be practical partnerships to act together for devel opment.
These partnerships will incorporate into UNCTAD s work the efficiency, the ideas

and, hopefully, the resources (not only material, but also human resources) of sone
of the private actors whose trade, investnent and technol ogy decisions drive
devel opnment today. These are resources that international institutions working for
devel opnent have not tapped so far. While we will strive to reverse the current
decreasing trend in traditional resources for devel opnent, | believe that we cannot
afford to continue to ignore the form dable potential for devel opnent of the
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private sector. Its resources, together with the creative potential of other
actors of civil society, will help us to devise and put into practice new neans to
pronot e devel opnent.

13. The thenme of the Partners for Developnent neeting will be “Mirkets and
devel opnment”. | have chosen this thene because it enconpasses all the nessages and
the questions that are central to UNCTAD s new approach to the fight against
poverty and inequality, and of course it stresses the fact that we are goi ng beyond
the contribution of Governments; we are looking for the contribution of the people
who nake up the markets. The nmarket econony is the franmework of devel opnent today,
and | do not have to explain all the reasons why it has noved to the centre of the
st age.

14. Under this overarching thene, | will propose to Partners for Devel opnent two
broad sets of topics, which will be called “Thinking together for devel opnent”
(under which we will ask Partners for Developnent to engage in a collective

reflection on issues in which we feel that the future of devel opment woul d benefit
fromtheir intellectual contribution) and “Acting together for devel opnent”, which
will conprise a limted nunber of practical, action-oriented partnership projects.

15. Sonme of the topics that we wll propose under “Thinking together for
devel opment” wll relate to understanding how market nechanisns can be best
adj usted in devel opment strategies. For instance, we would deal wth:

(a) G obalization, inequality and poverty. Investnent and technol ogy choices
made by conpani es are shaping the gl obal economy. W should |ook at this
phenonenon from the perspective of efficiency, but we should also think
about the fears of people regarding the consequences of changes and about how
we can devel op together some answers to the ethical, ecological and social
issues related to trade and i nvestment. How can business, NGO, Governnents
and UNCTAD work together to design nmarket incentives that nmake social as well
as business sense? W have several ideas in that direction that we would
exam ne with our partners.

(b) A devel opnment - consci ous soci ety: Communi cation and devel opnent partners
coul d examne the role of socially responsible nmedia in econom c devel opment .
How can the nedia, and even advertising, contribute to the creation of a
gl obal devel opnent -supportive environnent. They could |ook at ways to
enhance the access of developing countries to economc information as an
input to truly gl obal devel opnent, and in particul ar make proposals for new
avenues for cooperation among the global nedia, comunication firms and

UNCTAD.
16. Under “Acting together for devel opnent”, our intention would be to present
a limted nunber of pilot practical partnership projects involving private

enterprises, academa, NGO and the public sector. W are building here from what
already exists, that is we are starting fromthe concrete experience that has been
accunul ated in some specific areas. Through these partnership projects, we hope
that new resources will becone available for developnent. In selecting them we
have used three criteria: first, they should relate to programres of work which
enjoy the wi dest political support anmong nenber States; second, UNCTAD shoul d have
a conparative advantage in the analysis of the issues involved; and third, we
shoul d have detected enough interest anong external players to ensure that in their
i npl enmentation we will be able to rely on a network of external expertise.

17. The partnership projects proposed under “Acting together for devel opnent”
wi Il be grouped under different “threads”. The followi ng are sone exanples, but
| amstill considering a few additions and nodifications:
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(a) Profit and devel opnent: This topic will conprise threads such as:

- “Trade, devel opnent and biodiversity”, in which our goal wll be
to create partnerships between enterprises from developed and
devel opi ng countries, Governments and NGOs to foster bio-business and
to pronote bio-resource industries, thus enhancing the capacity of
devel oping countries to benefit fromincreased participation in the
mar ket for bi ol ogi cal -based resources.

- “Comodi ty finance and risk management”, in which partnerships
woul d be |aunched anobng producer associations, banks and other
financial institutions and Governments in order to address this
constraint faced by nmany developing countries by extending new
financial engineering tools to conmmodities narkets.

(b) Private capital for mcro-banks. Under this item Partners for
Devel opnent will address a major obstacle to enterprise devel opnent in
the informal and mnicro-enterprise sectors. Partnerships wll

replicate the nodel devel oped by UNCTAD with the cooperation of the
Gover nnent of Luxenbourg and the International Bank of Luxenbourg.
They will involve international banks and asset nmnagers, micro-
finance institutions, and Governnents in order to inprove the
conditions in which mcro-finance institutions obtain resources in
international capital markets. This will be done by |launching
i nvestment funds that channel private investors’ resources (which earn
mar ket rates of return) to mcro-banks and non-profit organizations
that finance micro and informal enterprises in devel oping countries.
In this particular case, what is newin relation to the initiatives
t hat have been | aunched by the World Bank and other institutions is
that for the first tinme this initiative is being |launched with a
private bank and will lead to investnment that does not cone from
public funds.

(c) Creation of a worldw de network of acadenmic institutions for trade-
and investnent-related training. The partnership projects |aunched
under this item will reinforce the effectiveness of national and
international efforts in human capacity building in the area of
international trade and investnent by establishing new associations
bet ween UNCTAD and sone |eading academic and research institutions

wor | dwi de. They will cover issues related to the preparation and
delivery of training programes and formal courses on specific
subjects such as comercial diplomacy, investnent negotiations,

technol ogy, trade efficiency, etc., and the use of distance |earning
for human resource devel opnent. Last week | had a very interesting
personal experience in this regard, when | participated in a video-
conference organized by the Mnterey Institute for Comercia
Diplomacy in California, in collaboration with San Diego State
Uni versity. This video-conference allowed the speakers to discuss
i ssues of commercial diplonmacy with an audi ence of 30,000 people in

several devel oping countries. It is amazing how few resources are
avail able for training in trade and i nvestnent negotiations, which is
an extremely inportant issue for devel oping countries. | am convinced

that the possibilities created by new technologies are alnost
boundl ess, and through these partnership projects we intend to exploit
themto the fullest possible extent.
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(d) Intelligent trade: partnerships for electronic commerce. This group
of partnerships will build on the success of UNCTAD s d obal Trade
Poi nt Network and will aimat reinforcing the capacity of devel opi ng
countries’ enterprises, and particularly those fromLDCs, to join the
ermergi ng gl obal el ectroni c marketplace, which will undoubtedly becone
the maj or source of value and wealth in the next century. This wll
include partnerships for the creation of “trust comunities” to
pronote secure electronic trade, alliances to combine the interests of
| arge information technol ogy companies and small- and medi um sized
enterprises, and capacity-building for electronic trade.

(e) A followup to Africa Connect. As you will renmenber, Africa Connect
was held in parallel with UNCTAD I X to pronmpte and facilitate new
i nvestnent flows towards African countries. A followup on the
outcone of this neeting is needed.

18. The particulars of the topics to be discussed at the Partners for Devel opnent
nmeeting are open to sonme refinenent, and one or two nore nay still be added

particularly in the field of enterprise developnent. | am naturally, open to any
conments or proposals that del egations may want to nake to the secretariat through
bil ateral contacts. More details about the neeting, such as its day-by-day
programe, a first indication of participants, etc., will be nade available to you
at the next High-Level Segnent of the Trade and Devel opnent Board.

19. The Partners for Devel opnent neeting is planned for Novenber 1998. Its
duration will be four working days.

20. The city of Lyon, France, has expressed its interest in hosting this meeting.
Conversations between the secretariat and the | ocal authorities are progressing in
a very productive manner, and we expect that we will be able to reach a mutually
sati sfactory understanding soon. The city of Lyon is prepared to make avail abl e
its excellent conference facilities (the ones used for the 1996 G 7 neeting) and
its historical Mirie.

21. I would also like to thank publicly the Mayor of Lyon, M. Raynond Barre,
former Prime Mnister of France, for his support for this initiative. M. Barre,
who anong other achievenents has greatly contributed to the internationa
prom nence of the Davos conferences, which pioneered efforts to bring together the
private sector and Covernnents, has expressed his personal wllingness to
contribute to the preparations for the neeting.
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REG ONAL SYMPOSI UM FOR AFRI CA
| NTERNATI ONAL | NVESTMENT ARRANGEMENTS
THE DEVELOPMENT DI MENSI ON

Message from Fez

Partici pants thanked UNCTAD and the Covernment of Morocco for organizing and
hosting the “Regional Synmposium Africa. International |nvestnent Arrangements:
The Devel opnent Di nension”, Fez, 19-20 June 1997. The Synposium was attended by
51 representatives from 21 African countries and 17 observers from regiona
organi zations, such as the Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Africa, the African-Anerican
Islamic Institute and the Union du Maghreb Arabe, as well as the CGovernnment of
Norway and the European Comr ssion. The participants were grateful to the
Covernnent of Norway, the European Conmm ssion and the Governnent of Australia for
their financial support for this event.

Participants noted that international discussions on investnent are becom ng
more intense, as reflected in the deliberations of the Synposium and concl uded
that countries need to be prepared to participate in themeffectively in order to
saf eguard and advance their own interests. This includes a need that countries be
aware of the whole range of issues involved, in order to be in the best possible
position to define their own interest situations.

Participants also noted that, while there are several subregional investnent
arrangenents in Africa, no continent-w de investnment agreement exists, in the
framework of which African countries deal wth investnent-agreenents issues,
anal yse the issues involved in greater depth and identify their own interests.
Conpared to the countries of Asia, Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean and the OECD
Africa is at a disadvantage in this respect.

Partici pants noted, therefore, that events |like this Synposium are of key
i mportance for Africa and expressed their hope that another Symposium of this kind
could be organized for Africa, examning in depth key issues relevant to
i nternational arrangenents, and especially their devel opment dinension. Such a
Synposi umwoul d al so profit greatly fromthe technical paper on key issues UNCTAD
has begun to prepare.

In this context, it needs to be recogni zed that |east devel oped countries
need special attention and assistance in this area. Participants therefore
encouraged UNCTAD to explore the possibility of holding a Synposium on these
matters specifically for | east devel oped countries.

Partici pants enphasized that UNCTAD s work and support in this area of
international investment arrangenents is of key inportance for devel oping countries
in general, and African nations in particular. They also welconmed the efforts to
strengthen the cooperation of UNCTAD with regional organizations concerned wth
this issue.
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STATEMENT BY THE UNCTAD SENI OR LEGAL ADVI SOR
ON NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

(Agenda item 4 (b))

My comments relate to the note by the UNCTAD secretariat TD/ B/ EX(15)/3 and
Corr.1 entitled “Non-governnental organizations participating in the work of
UNCTAD’. About 170 non-governnental organizations are entitled to participate in
the activities of UNCTAD. The names of the organizations are given on pages 12 to
21 of the docunent.

The Trade and Devel opnent Board decides on applications for consultative
status by NGOs in accordance with criteria set out in a decision adopted by the
Board in 1968 in decision 43 (VIl). The text of that decision is reprinted on
pages 8 to 11 of the docunment. One of the criteria to be fulfilled is that an
appl i cant non-governnental organization should be international in structure, which
means that it should have nenbers in nore than one country.

For many years, the Econom c and Social Council had the same rule. However,
the Council decided in 1996 that in the future national non-governnmenta
organi zations should also be entitled to participate in the work of the Council and
its subsidiary bodies.

The UNCTAD secretariat has proposed, in the note before you, that UNCTAD
followng the | ead of the Econom ¢ and Social Council, may w sh to decide that
nati onal non-governnental organizations should also be entitled to participate in
the work of all the bodies of UNCTAD. Such a decision will require an amendment
of the rules, which are reprinted on pages 8 to 11 of the secretariat note. Those
pages show clearly the two anendments to the rules which are being proposed for
consi deration by the Board.

I have a closing conment on the nature of the participation of non-
governnental organi zations in the work of UNCTAD. |In accordance with the rul es of
procedure, the representatives of accepted organizations are entitled to
partici pate as observers, without the right to vote, in the public neetings of the
i ntergovernmental bodies. They may nmake oral or witten statenments on nmatters
related to an item of the agenda on which they have a special conpetence or
i nterest.



