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ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE WORK

Provi si onal agenda and annotations to the provisional agenda

1. PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Election of officers
2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

3. Review of progress in the devel opnent of transit systens in the | and-|ocked
and transit devel opi ng countries

(a) Measures designed to reduce high transit costs
(b) Inpact of procedures and docunentation on transit costs

4. Proposals for appropriate future action
5. O her business

6. Adoption of the report of the Meeting
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11. ANNOTATIONS TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

| nt roduction

1. The Fourth Meeting of Covernnental Experts from Land-locked and Transit
Devel opi ng Countries and Representatives of Donor Countries and Financial and
Devel opnent Institutions will be convened in New York from 24 to 26 August 1999
pursuant to paragraph 11 of GCeneral Assenbly resolution 52/183. The ternms of
reference of the Meeting as set out in this resolution are to review progress in the
devel opnent of transit systens in the | and-l1ocked and transit devel opi ng countries,
i ncludi ng sectoral aspects, as well as transit transporting costs, with a viewto
exploring the possibility of fornulating action-oriented neasures. The above
evaluation of transit systens was undertaken in close co-operation with the United
Nat i ons Devel oprment Progranme, the regional comm ssions and rel evant subregi ona
institutions, as called for by the resolution

ltem 1: El ection of officers

2. The Meeting may wi sh to el ect a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur

ltem 2: Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of the work

3. The above provisional agenda has been prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat in |line
with the terms of reference given to the Meeting by the CGeneral Assenbly in its
resol ution 52/183, paragraph 11

4. The secretariat’'s suggestions for the organi zati on of work and a tentative tine-
table of neetings are presented in tabular formin the annex. The Meeting, to be
held from24 to 26 August will be preceded by regional -specific consultations on
Monday, 23 August 1999.

ltem 3: Review of progress in the devel opnment of transit systens in the |and-
| ocked and transit devel oping countries

(a) Measures designed to reduce high transit costs
(b) lnmpact of procedures and docunmentation on transit costs

5. For its consideration of item3, the Meeting will have before it a note prepared
by the UNCTAD secretariat! on neasures designed to reduce high transit costs. The
note provides a brief overview of recent devel opnents in the economc and transit
trade environnment of [|and-locked devel oping countries. It focuses on neasures
designed to reduce transit costs, including harnonization, sinplification and
standardi zati on of transit procedures and docunentation, using as a point of
reference five subregions, nanely: North-East Asia;, West Africa; Central Africa;
Eastern Africa and Southern Africa. The neeting will also have a report conpiled
by the UNCTAD secretariat which summarizes the replies received froml and-|ocked and
transit developing countries, as well as some of the international and
i ntergovernnental organizations involved in transit traffic and trade. These
replies provide information related to the policies and actions that are bei ng taken
or are envisaged to inprove transit transport systens.?

! “lnmprovenent of transit transport systens in |and-1ocked and
transit devel opi ng countries: Issues for consideration”
(TD/ B/ LDC/ AC. 1/ 13)

2 “Contributions by individual countries, and by international and
i ntergovernmental organizations” (TD/ B/ LDC/ AC. 1/ 14)
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6. In addition to the above basic documents, a nunber of background docunents will
al so be before the Meeting in the |anguage in which they were prepared and in
limted quantities.

ltem 4: Proposals for appropriate future action

7. The Meeting may wi sh to nmeke reconmendations relating to agenda item 3, as
appropriate.

ltem 5: O her busi ness

ltem 6: Adoption of the report of the Meeting

8. The report of the Meeting, including its conclusions and recomendati ons for
appropriate action, will be transnmitted to the Trade and Devel opnent Board at its
forty-sixth session and to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session.
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ANNEX
Tentative time-table of neetings
(23-26 August 1999)
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thur sday
23.8.99 24.8.99 25.8.99 26.8.99

10 a. m 10 a. m 10 a. m
Openi ng of Openi ng of session
regi onal -specific Preparati on of
consul tations Item 1. Election of I nformal neeting report

Oficers on Item 3
Regi onal - specific
consul tations [tem 2. Adoption of

agenda and

organi zati on of work

St at enent by Speci a

Coordi nator for LDCs

St at enent by Chai rman

Openi ng of Informa

meeting on item3
3 p.m 3 p.m 3 p.m 3 p.m

Item 6. Adoption
of report

Regi onal -specific | Informal neeting on Preparation of
consul tations item3 concl usi ons and

recomrendat i ons
(item 4)




