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Agreed conclusions

The Working Party,

Having considered the draft proposal of the work programme for UNCTAD for
the biennium 2010-2011,

1. Reiterates that the Accra Accord is the basis for UNCTAD’s work
programme, and in this respect refers to the work plan for 2008-2011 for the
implementation of the Accra Accord (TD/B/WP/203/Rev.1);

2. Notes document TD/B/WP/L.135 and requests the Secretary-General of
UNCTAD to transmit the revisions proposed by the Working Party, contained in
document TD/B/WP/L.135/Rev.1, to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
for his consideration;

3. Recalls paragraphs 10, 41 and 42 of the Accra Accord and requests the
secretariat to ensure that all activities, programmes and projects contained in the
programme budget for the new biennium should be developed and implemented
based on needs and on the principle of equitable geographical distribution of
resources among all developing-country regions as well as among countries with
economies in transition, with particular attention to the least developed countries
(LDCs) and the African countries;

4. Recalls paragraph 41 of the Accra Accord and urges its faithful
implementation in a transparent manner, in order for UNCTAD to strengthen its
special focus on the particular needs of the LDCs across all areas of its mandate,
and stresses the need for adequate resources for UNCTAD’s activities, programmes
and projects for the LDCs, as well as those relating to the upcoming fourth United
Nations Conference on the LDCs as mandated by General Assembly resolution
63/227;

5.  Recalls that other developing countries still face significant challenges in
their efforts to achieve the internationally agreed development goals, including the
Millennium Development Goals, and in that regard, requests the Secretary-General
of UNCTAD to ensure that in the implementation of UNCTAD’s work programme,
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full regard is paid to the development needs and poverty-reduction of developing
countries;

6. Emphasizes UNCTAD’s role in providing assistance to the Palestinian
people in accordance with paragraph 44 of the Accra Accord, and urges the
UNCTAD secretariat to further strengthen its programme of assistance to the
Palestinian people, with adequate resources and further operational activities,
particularly in light of recent developments;

7. Recalls paragraph 183 of the Accra Accord concerning the autonomous
unit on commodities and the decision of the Working Party at its fiftieth session
establishing a sub-account for this unit, and urges its faithful implementation, in
order that UNCTAD will contribute more effectively to the efforts of developing
countries — especially those of the LDCs — to formulate strategies and policies to
respond to the challenges and opportunities of commodity markets;

8. Recalls paragraph 90 of the Accra Accord and urges UNCTAD to
strengthen technical assistance projects to developing countries acceding to the
World Trade Organization — in particular to the LDCs and countries with economies
in transition — and to explore new finance mechanisms for these projects;

9.  Welcomes the improved indicators of achievement and their performance
measures, and requests the secretariat to make further efforts to improve the
development and use of indicators of achievement, using well-established results-
based management tools consistent with United Nations norms and practices, so as
to measure performance more effectively in respect of implementation of
UNCTAD’s activities in the different subprogrammes;

10. Requests the secretariat to provide an explanatory note on the programme
budget documents that explain the various output categories and quantities and the
indicators of achievement, in order to make the programme budget clearer and more
user-friendly, and requests the secretariat to continue to organize information
sessions prior to Working Party meetings, in order to assist member States to gain a
better understanding of United Nations and UNCTAD budgetary processes and of
the documents presented to the Working Party;

11. Takes note with satisfaction of the addenda (TD/B/WP/203/Rev.1/Add.1;
TD/B/WP/207/Add.1) produced by the secretariat, which show how all the missing
paragraphs in the work plan, as well as in the progress report on the implementation
of sub-theme 4, will be implemented;

12. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts deployed by the Secretary-
General of UNCTAD in raising the funds necessary to ensure adequate participation
by experts from developing countries and countries with economies in transition in
UNCTAD’s expert meetings and commends the Government of Turkey for its
contribution to this trust fund. It notes with concern, however, that such funding is
still largely insufficient, and therefore requests the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
to redouble his efforts in this endeavour, and invites all countries in a position to do
so to contribute to this fund;

13. Recalls paragraph 186 of the Accra Accord on publications and urges its
faithful implementation, while ensuring the effective allocation of resources. Takes
note of the lists of publications for 2008, 2009 and 2010-2011 provided by the
secretariat at its informal meeting on publications, requests the secretariat to revise
the list of publications for 2009 as soon as possible in light of the comments made,
looks forward to discussing the results of the publications survey at its resumed
fifty-second session, and agrees to continue the discussion on UNCTAD’s
publications policy at future sessions;
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14. In accordance with paragraph 20 of General Assembly resolution 63/246
adopted on 24 December 2008, stresses the importance that resources of the regular
budget are used in an efficient and effective way, and requests the secretariat to
prepare a comparative table of assigned and spent resources by subprogrammes and
regions well in advance of the resumed fifty-second session of the Working Party, so
that the member States can consider it at that meeting;

15. Requests the secretariat, within the framework of the preparation of the
draft programme budget for the next biennium, to review the use of ad hoc expert
groups with a view to improving their cost-effectiveness, including by exploring the
use of virtual meetings, except in the case of the three ad hoc expert groups to be
determined by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD under part B of section 12 of the
programme budget, and to ensure that they support full implementation of the Accra
Accord;

16. Looks forward to the discussion at the resumed session to review the
UNCTAD section of the proposed programme budget of the United Nations, with all
the relevant and accurate information required for this purpose to be provided by the
secretariat within the relevant United Nations rules and regulations.




