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Report by the Chairman of the Meeting

1. Opening of the Meeting and adoption of the agenda (item 1)

1. The pre-Conference Meeting of Senior Officials was opened on
Friday, 26 April 1996, by M. Rubens Ricupero, Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD.

2. M. Abdul S. Mnty, Deputy Director-Ceneral of the Departnent of Foreign
Affairs (Miltilateral Branch) of South Africa, nade a brief statenent of
wel cone to the participants in the Conference.

3. The Meeting adopted the provisional agenda circulated in
TD(1 X)/ PCM M sc. 1.

2. Election of the Chairman (item 2)

4. The Meeting unaninously elected as its Chairman HE. M. WIIiam Rossier
(Switzerland), President of the Trade and Devel opnent Board.
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3. Procedural and organi zational arrangenents for the Conference
(item 3)

(a) | naugur al Cerenpny and hi gh-1evel segnent

5. The Meeting was informed that an | naugural Cerenony, to be arranged by
the host country authorities, would be held at 3 p.m on Saturday, 27 April.
The Cerenony woul d be addressed by H E. M. Nelson Mandel a, President of the
Republic of South Africa, and by the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Dr. Boutros Boutros-Chali

6. Fol | owi ng the | naugural Cerenony, at 3.45 p.m, there would be a Round
Tabl e di scussion with Heads of State. Thereafter, comencing at 5.30 p.m,

t he high-1level segnent would conclude with a Round Tabl e of Heads of

I nternational Agencies, presided over by the Secretary-Ceneral of the

United Nations. Full details of these events would appear in the Conference
Journal of 26 April.

(b) Qpeni ng pl enary neeting

7. The Meeting noted that, in accordance with rule 16 of the rules of
procedure, the 240th (opening) plenary neeting would be formally opened on
Saturday, 27 April, by the head of the del egati on (Col onbia) from which the
President of the previous session had been elected. Accordingly, the meeting
woul d be opened by H E. M. Juan Manuel Santos of Col onbia, President of the
ei ghth session of the Conference.

(c) Election of the President (ltem 2 of the provisional agenda of the
Conf er ence)

8. The Meeting recommended to the Conference that HE M. Alec Erwn,
M nister for Trade and Industry of South Africa, be elected President of the
ninth session of the Conference by acclamation

(d) Election of Vice-Presidents and the Rapporteur (ltem4 of the
provi si onal agenda of the Conference)

9. The Meeting noted that, in accordance with rule 22 of the rules of
procedure, the Bureau of the Conference would consist of 35 nmenbers,
conprising the President and Vice-Presidents of the Conference, the Chairnan
of the Main Committee and the Rapporteur of the Conference. The Conference
woul d need, therefore, to elect 32 Vice-Presidents.

10. The Meeting recommended to the Conference that the conposition of its
Bureau shoul d be based on the same geographical distribution as that of the
Bureau at its eighth session, i.e. seven nenbers fromAfrica, seven from Asi a,
seven from Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, nine fromList B, four from

List D, and China.
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11. Accordingly, the Meeting reconmended that the distribution of the posts
of Vice-Presidents of the Conference should be as follows:

G oup of 77

African G oup: Cote d'lvoire
Et hi opi a
Gabon
Tuni si a
Uni ted Republic of Tanzania
Zanbi a

Asi an G oup: Bangl adesh
I ndi a
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran
Jor dan
Phi | i ppi nes
Republ i ¢ of Korea
Thai | and

Latin Anerican

and Cari bbean

G oup*: Cuba
Ecuador
Jamai ca
Ur uguay
Venezuel a

G oup B: Fi nl and
France

Ger many

Japan

Net her | ands

Tur key

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel and
United States of Anerica

G oup D Bul gari a
Czech Republic
Russi an Federation
Ukr ai ne

Chi na

12. Wth regard to the procedure for the election of the Oficers of the
Bureau and in order to expedite the work of the Conference, the Meeting

* The Meeting noted that the Latin American and Cari bbean G oup woul d
informthe President directly of the nomination for its seventh
Vi ce-Presidential post.
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reconmended that the nominations nmade to these posts be communi cated directly
by the President of the Conference for their election, thus waiving rule 58 of
the rul es of procedure.

13. The Meeting noted that, pursuant to rule 22 of the rules of procedure,
the President of the Conference, or in his absence a Vice-President designated
by him shall serve as Chairman of the Bureau of the Conference.

14. The Meeting al so noted that, in accordance with the rotation of officers
of the Conference, the Rapporteur of the Conference would be a representative
of one of the States in List C- i.e. Latin America and the Cari bbean - and
that, follow ng consultations, the Rapporteur would be one of the
representatives of Chile. The Meeting approved this candi dature.

15. In accordance with past practice, the Meeting recomended that the
Chai rmen of other sessional bodies, together with the coordinators of regiona
groups, be fully associated with the work of the Bureau of the Conference.

(e) Est abl i shrent of sessional bodies (Item 3 of the provisional agenda
of the Conference)

16. In accordance with rule 62 of the rules of procedure and with the
proposal s put forward at the twelfth executive session of the Trade and
Devel opnent Board, the Meeting noted that the Conference was to establish a
Conmittee of the Wiole to consider and report on the nmatters referred to it
by the plenary. Under rule 63, the Committee of the Wole could set up such
drafting groups as mght be required, to consider and report to it on issues
referred to them

17. The Meeting accordingly recomrended to the Conference that it establish a
Conmittee of the Wole, which would be able to establish the required nunmber
of subsidiary bodies in the formof Drafting G oups.

18. Upon t he proposal of the spokesman for G oup B (Turkey), the Meeting
recomended that HE. M. WIlIliam Rossier (Switzerland) be elected to the post
of Chairman of the Committee of the Wole.

(f) General debate (Item 7 of the provisional agenda of the Conference)

19. The Meeting noted that the general debate would be opened on
Tuesday, 30 April 1996, and would continue until the list of speakers
was exhausted, ending on Friday, 3 Muy.

20. In accordance with rule 39 of the rules of procedure and gui delines
approved by the United Nations General Assenbly, speakers in the genera
debate were requested to limt their interventions to a maxi mrum of 10 m nutes.
To this end, del egations night consider naking available the full text of
their statements and concentrating on salient features during their
interventions in the plenary. |In accordance with past practice, the
secretariat would reproduce the text of the statements nade in the genera
debate, in the versions provided by the del egati ons.
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(9) Al location of itens

21. The Meeting recomended that the general debate and all procedural and
related matters be taken up in plenary (i.e. itenms 1 to 7 and 9 to 10), and
that agenda item 8 be allocated to the Conmittee of the Wole.

22. In view of the fact that policy statenents were to be nmade in the

pl enary, the Meeting proposed that the report of the Conmittee of the Wole
woul d transnit to the plenary the action reconmended by the Comrittee and its
subgroups as a result of their deliberations.

23. As recommended by the Board at its twelfth executive session, the Meeting
noted that Mnisterial Round Tables would take place each nmorning at 9.30 a. m
prior to the plenary neetings (30 April to 3 May 1996). The specific thenes
for the Round Tabl es woul d be announced before each session in the Journal of

t he Conference.

(h) Credentials of representatives of the Conference
(ltem5 of the provisional agenda of the Conference)

24, In accordance with rule 14 of the rules of procedure and in keeping with
past practice, the Pre-Conference Meeting recommended that the Credentials
Conmittee be conposed of the sane nine States as were appointed by the

Ceneral Assenbly to serve on the Credentials Conmittee at its

fiftieth session, i.e. Trinidad and Tobago (Chairnan); China, Luxenbourg,
Mali, Marshall Islands, Russian Federation, South Africa, United States

of Anerica, and Venezuel a.

25. Al so in accordance with past practice, the Meeting recommended that,
shoul d any of the above States not be represented at the Conference, the
regi onal group concerned be requested to nominate a replacenent.

(i) Meetings facilities and tinmetable for the Conference

26. The Meeting agreed that the total neetings facilities would be

di stributed, as required, anong the plenary, the Committee of the Wwole and
its Drafting G oups. Limted facilities would al so be avail abl e on request
for group neetings. Details of the official hours of the Conference and a
tentative tinmetable were to be found in TD/ 365/ Add. 1. This timetable m ght
have to be adjusted in the light of devel opnents during the Conference.
Up-to-date i nformati on woul d be published in the Conference Journal.

27. The Meeting noted that, for the purpose of facilitating the work of the
Conference, a check-list of docunments of the Conference had been circul ated
in TD(IX)/Msc.1. The Meeting' s attention was al so drawn to the note by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on control and limtation of
docunentation (A/AC. 172/1 NF. 15) and del egations were urged to keep requests
for additional copies of docunments to a m ni num

(j) Parall el events

28. Representati ves of the UNCTAD secretariat outlined details of the main
events that were being organized in parallel with the Conference, including
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the Freedom Day celebrations in Pretoria (27 April), the Mnisterial Round
Tabl e and the Round Tabl e of Heads of International Agencies (27 April), the
Nat i onal Executive Synposiumon Trade Efficiency (29 and 30 April), the Africa
Connect gathering (2-4 May), and the four Mnisterial round tables to be held
each nmorning prior to the plenary (30 April-3 My).

(k) Format of the report of the Conference

29. The Pre-Conference Meeting recommended that the format of the report of
the Conference on its ninth session would follow as appropriate that of the
reports on its earlier sessions.

4. Report of the Meeting of Senior Officials to the Conference

30. The Meeting of Senior Oficials authorized the Chairman of the Meeting to
prepare a brief report on the reconmendati ons agreed upon by the Meeting of
Senior Oficials, and to present his report to the Conference at its plenary
neeting on 30 April.



