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| have dready thanked the member States of UNCTAD for the honour they have bestowed on my country by
South Africato the Presidency.

It isnot an easy task that has been given to the Presidency. Thisis more particularly the case because, in the
documentation | have read and in the deliberations | have heard so far, | have ared sensethat UNCTAD da
it can dip back or move decisvely forward. There are many organizationsin thisworld that exist smply becal
exig. Their raison d'étre is submerged in ther inditutiond history. The complexity of ther daily functioning an
world within which they operate leads to inertia. This Conference must not dlow UNCTAD to walk down tha
doesit will ceaseto exigt in the foreseeable future. There are many reasons why this could happen.

The changesin the globa economy and the urgency with which development must be addressed will not toler:
complacency. Successful organizations are those whose members want them to exist and work to keep them ¢
circumstances change. Members do not accommodate themselves to the organization's existence, they work t
that the organization accommodates their needs and aspirations.

| believe that UNCTAD stands poised with the potentia to move in this, more positive, direction. South Afric
the Presdency in the firm belief that we must crestein UNCTAD an organization whose participants want col
outcomes. We cannot fail in thistask. If we do, it will be ared blow to the progpects for devel opment.

As newcomers to UNCTAD, we South Africans want to asss the process of reinvigorating the organization.
ago we ourselves were faced with the horrifying prospect of failure. It may sound somewhat polemical, even ¢
compare the prospect South Africa faced two years ago with the gpparently more measured and diplomatic ¢
confront UNCTAD at this Conference. But delaying development for two billion marginadized peopleisto use
prospect.

I, persondly, was heartened by the sense of passion conveyed by the Heads of State who addressed the enort
poverty problem in the Minigterid Round Table. If UNCTAD does have an important role to play in trade anc
development - as| believe it has - then to diminate that role by failing to mohbilize our energies during this Con
would be agreat indictment on al of us.

| bdieve, if we are frank with oursdlves, that this Conference will have to be seen to have conducted itsdf diffe

must exhibit avigour, asense of urgency and purpose and anew desire for efficiency. Thiswill engender acor
momentum sorely needed in our world today.
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It would seem to me that UNCTAD must look beyond its ingtitutiona history and re-examineits rationde anc
location in a changing world economy. One theme of this Conference is partnership. But what does that mean
To meit means aclear definition of each other's role and function, a clear understanding of the reasons for forr
partnership and a definition of common work towards common objectives. Of course, there need to be good:
relationships if the partnership isto be agood one. This Conference mus, therefore, explore these notions of |
in relation to other multilaterd agencies, intergovernmentd relations and ingtitutions, the civil society and NGO
private business sector.

We have to guard against complacency; we must be pro-active and innovative, and in doing so point to concr
which UNCTAD will play. Where it will render technica and operationa assistance, these services must be dr
need to solve problems, answer difficult questions and create new possibilities.

We have had agresat start to this ninth Conference. The openness and frankness of the Heads of State and of
Agencies must point the way. Astheindividua charged with the Presdency, | cdl on dl delegatesto:

¢ Speak your minds in the Round Tables - et us address issues and seek solutions. We need fresh minds
idess;

¢ Beeconomicd with words and forma courtesies,
* Work to solve the perennia problems - do not create new ones.

With your cooperation, | am sure that we can look forward to a successful Conference.
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