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United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent

We, the nenber States of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opmrent (UNCTAD), gathered at M drand, South Africa, for the ninth session
of the Conference agree and state:

UNCTAD | X was characterized by frank assessnments of UNCTAD s functioning
made during the round tables of Heads of State, Miultilateral Agencies and
M nisters. This inspired nenber States to build a nore effective organization
capable of inplenenting its mandate in a changi ng worl d.

In 1992, UNCTAD VIII heralded The Spirit of Cartagena, a partnership for
devel opment. This was a clear recognition of the need for a new approach to
assi sting devel opnment. Four years later, it is clear that further vigorous
initiatives are necessary to translate that spirit into reality.

Since Cartagena, the United Nations has held inportant gl obal conferences
on maj or econom ¢ and social themes. These have identified changes and
chal l enges in the gl obal econony, and highlighted the need for reform of
the United Nations system |In addition, the creation of the Wrld Trade
Organi zati on (WO) has strengthened the rul es-based tradi ng system and

furthered the process of |iberalization, opening new opportunities for



sust ai nabl e devel opment and grow h.
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UNCTAD | X has responded to these changes and chall enges by initiating
i mportant reforns designed to give new and real nmeaning to the partnership for
devel opnent.

G obal i zation

Qur econonies continue to be unified by flows of trade, finance,

i nformati on and technol ogi cal change. This increased interdependence is a
powerful inpetus to liberalization of these flows. Conpetitive pressure on
all econom es has increased, and market forces play a pivotal role. The

rul es-based systemof the WiOwi Il facilitate positive integration of
countries into the global trading systemif the commtnent to this objective
i s strengthened.

However, we nust recognize that countries enter this systemfromvery
different starting points. Accordingly, the inmpact of globalization and
liberalization is uneven. There are notable devel opi ng country successes
where donestic refornms have provided increased dynamismto international trade
and investment. Yet there remain problens of access to markets, capital and
technol ogy, and many grapple with the institutional transformati on necessary
for nmeaningful integration into the world econony.

The | east devel oped countries (LDCs), particularly those in Africa, and
ot her devel opi ng countries remain constrai ned by weak supply capabilities and
are unable to benefit fromtrade. Marginalization, both among and within
countries, has been exacerbated. Too many people continue to live in dire
poverty. As we near a new mllenniumthis is an intolerable situation

It is in the interest of all countries that a nutually beneficia
multilateral trading systemcontinues to develop. This requires the
recognition of differential inpacts on countries and the solidarity necessary
to ensure that all will benefit - a true partnership for devel opment.

Part ner shi ps

The partnership for devel opnment must be based upon a clear definition of

rol es, the establishment of common objectives and devel opnent of joint action

In practical terns this neans:
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(i) Strengt heni ng i ntergovernmental cooperation between devel oped and
devel opi ng countri es;
(ii) Cooperati on between devel opi ng countries should be enhanced with
special attention to LDCs;
(iii) More effective coordination and conplenentarity of nultilatera

institutions;

(iv) The nobilization of human and nmaterial resources towards
devel opnment through di al ogue and commmn acti on between Governments
and the civil society;
(v) Part nershi ps between the public and private sector to achieve
hi gher growth rates and greater devel opnent.
UNCTAD s wor k
UNCTAD s nmandate renmins relevant as the focal point for dealing with
trade and rel ated issues of developnent. It nust build upon its conparative
advant age and offer support appropriate to the needs of devel opi ng countries
to ensure that they participate in the world econony on a nore equitable
basi s.
UNCTAD s policy research and anal ytical work nust illumnate the
changes in the global econony as they relate to trade, investnent, technol ogy,
services and devel opnent. Such work nust facilitate policy formulation within
menber States as they strive for developnent. It nust lead to constructive
policy dial ogue anong nenber States to enhance benefits of trade. It nust
respond to different and changi ng devel opnmental needs in the ongoing process
of integration in the global econony.
Policy formul ati on assi stance requires appropriate technical support
and cooperation in order to achieve concrete results. It is essential that
special attention is paid to creating an overall enabling environnent at a
policy and institutional l[evel for the LDCs.
I n enhancing technical cooperation, UNCTAD will strengthen its

cooperation and coordination with WO and other multilateral institutions.
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Devel opi ng countries thenselves are increasingly contributing to technica
cooperation.

Menber States nmust al so be supported as they build transparent and
account abl e governance and admi nistration in all sectors of society. This
enhances trade and investnent.

Institutional reform of UNCTAD

The conprehensive United Nations reform process is designed to

refocus and reinvigorate international cooperation for peace and devel opnent.
UNCTAD | X and the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD have nmade a significant

contribution to this process through the conprehensive changes that have
been adopted. These changes support the nmore focused work of UNCTAD through

streanmlining the intergovernnental machinery, inproving the nethod and quality
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of expert input and focusing and integrating the secretariat's working
met hods. The results of these changes must be outputs that respond to the
needs and demands of the nenber States.

In a rapidly changing environnent it is essential to maintain the
rel evance of an organization's work. This can only be done through inproved
accountability based on assessnent, review and transparency of operation.
The UNCTAD Trade and Devel opment Board nust performthis oversight role.

To build on the political conmmtment of nenber States to the process
initiated at this Conference and ensure its inplenmentation, the President
of UNCTAD | X shoul d consi der convening a special high-level review neeting
two years prior to UNCTAD X

Partnership initiatives

The Secretary-General of UNCTAD will convene a neeting with actors in
devel opnent to advise himon how to enhance the participation of the civi
society in UNCTAD to build a lasting partnership for devel opment between
non- gover nnmental actors and UNCTAD.

South Africa, as President of UNCTAD I X, in consultation with its
regi onal partners and the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, will host a workshop on
t he partnership between the public and private sectors in nmobilizing resources
for devel opnent. The focus will be on the role of this partnership for LDCs
and how ot her devel oping countries can work together with LDCs. South Africa
wi Il request the Asian Group and the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean Group to
share their experience in this regard. It is appropriate that such a workshop
take place in Africa, where the majority of LDCs are | ocated.

South Africa to Thail and

At notine in world history has the destiny of all its many different
peopl es been so intertwined. This nust lead to solidarity in action to
eradi cate poverty. It has been correctly stated in this Conference that no
one can do for us what we will not do for ourselves. Qur challenge is to
ensure that all human rights and fundamental freedons, including the right to

devel opnent as an integral part of fundamental human rights, are pronmpted and
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pr ot ect ed.

Starting in South Africa - a country which chose a path of rejuvenation
and hope - UNCTAD will traverse four years to Thailand - a country where
significant progress has been achieved. Wen we reflect back on this path in
the year 2000, may it be in the knowl edge that our solidarity has inproved the

lives of people.



