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I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The first part of the twenty-eighth session of the Wrking Party on the
Medi umterm Pl an and the Programrme Budget was held at the Palais des Nations,
Geneva, from16 to 19 Septenmber 1996. In the course of the session, the Wrking
Party held 2 plenary neetings - the 114th to 115th neetings. Al other neetings

were informal and held in private.



Chapter |

REVI EW OF THE UNCTAD SECTI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMVE
BUDCGET FOR THE BI ENNI UM 1996- 1997, |IN THE LI GHT OF THE
QUTCOVE OF THE NI NTH SESSI ON OF THE CONFERENCE

(Agenda item 3)

2. For its consideration of this agenda item the Wrking Party had before it
the foll owi ng docunentati on:

"The UNCTAD section of the United Nations progranme budget for the biennium
1996- 1997 - proposed revisions to the programe of work" (TD/ B/ WP/ 98) .

3. The Deputy to the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD said that it was now the
Working Party's task to assist the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD in reflecting the

organi zation's objectives in its work progranme for the continuation of the
present budgetary biennium that is until the end of 1997. This was of prine
i mportance so that the nomentumgenerated by UNCTAD | X and by t he ref ormmneasur es
the Secretary-General was taking could be sustained.

4. It was the wish of nmenber States - as expressed in paragraph 107(a) of "A
Partnership for G owh and Devel opnent” (TD/ 377) - that the secretariat should
consult nenber States at an early stage in the el aboration of its work progranme.
The Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD saw this process of consultation as an i nportant
one in understandi ng the expectati ons of the nmenbership concerni ng UNCTAD s wor k
in the years ahead. Accordingly, the Wrking Party would also have the
opportunity to provide advice in connection with the programme of work for the
bi enni um 1998- 1999, since its session was taking place just before the drafting
by the United Nations Secretariat of the proposed programe budget for 1998-1999
for the consideration of the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations.

5. The proposed revision of the progranme of work as set out in docunent
TD/ B/ WP/ 98 anounted to a nmaj or consolidati on of the programre of work consi st ent
with the priorities, objectives and intergovernnmental nachi nery established by
UNCTAD | X. Five separate programes containing 25 subprogrames had been
rationalized into one programme consisting of five subprogrames. These
subprogranmes in turn corresponded to the structure of the secretariat announced
earlier. Specific objectives of the subprogranmes were set out in the final
docunments of UNCTAD | X ("M drand Decl aration" and "A Partnership for G owh and
Devel opnent" (TD/377)) and had subsequently been reflected in the UNCTAD
programe of the United Nations mediumtermplan for 1998-2001.

6. Covering approximately one-third of the period until UNCTAD X, docunent
TD/B/WP/ 98 was a first effort in the direction of reflecting the outcone of
UNCTAD |IX in the work progranmme. It also included the work programes
subsequently established by the Trade and Developnent Board for its
i ntergovernnental machinery at its thirteenth executive sessioninJuly. Inthe
| atter connection, as the Board had not yet established agendas for the second
sessions of the Conmi ssions and the Conmi ssions thensel ves had not yet net to
establish the expert neetings described in paragraph 114 of "A Partnership for



Gowmh and Developnent”, it had not been possible to include the related
activities in docunent TD/ B/ WP/ 98. In line with standard United Nations
term nol ogy, the reference in the docunent to "ad hoc expert groups" was to the
hiring by the United Nations of participants in advisory neetings at the
initiative of the Secretary-Ceneral, and not the "expert neetings" referred to
in paragraph 114 of "A Partnership for G owmh and Devel opnment".

7. Bearing in mnd that UNCTAD was a subsi diary body of the General Assenbly
and the General Assenbly's concern that its mandates should be fully carried out,
t he UNCTAD secretariat had i ncluded such nandates in the revised work programe
for the current biennium For the purpose of reporting accurately to the
Ceneral Assenbly on progranme perfornmance for the current biennium outputs or
servi ces already delivered, or at an advanced stage of conpl etion, had al so been
i ncl uded. The docunent al so i ncluded - under subprogramre 9.1 - activities such
as statistical services, electronic data processing (EDP) and documentation
ref erence whi ch provided direct support to, and were thus necessary for, carrying
out the programme of work. Wthin each subprograme, outputs were categorized
and cited in accordance with the standard presentati on and nonmencl ature of the
United Nations progranme budget.

8. Once the Secretary-General of UNCTAD had taken into account the views
expressed by the Wirking Party, he would finalize the deploynent of staff and
ot her resources. This would be carried out within the framework of the structure
whi ch had been announced earlier and which had been decided upon after
consul tations with nenber States, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and the staff at large. This exercise of deploynent of resources would invol ve
consul tations with Headquarters, prinmarily the Ofice of the Controller of the
United Nations, which was enpowered to issue revised allotnments within the
overal | budget approved by the General Assenbly.

9. The maj or restructuring |l aunched by the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD, which
was now nearing conpl eti on, had been carried out in parallel with the efficiency
review set in notion by the United Nations Secretary-General throughout the

Organi zation. In turn, these processes had cone on top of the decision taken
by the General Assenbly in Decenber 1995 to approve significant reductions in
the budget for the current biennium In addition, inmediately after the

Conference, the secretariat had had to draft the nmediumtermplan for 1998-2001
and to present it to the Wrking Party and to CPC in New York. These processes
involved not only work wthin the UNCTAD secretariat but also extensive
consul tati ons and di scussi ons wit h t he Under - Secretary-CGeneral for Adninistration
and Managenent, the Controller, and the Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Human
Resour ces Managenent at New York. It was of capital inportance for the nmenber
States that, imediately after the Wrking Party's present session, the
secretariat settle down to carrying out its work programe for the rest of the
bi ennium  The Secretary-Ceneral was particularly conscious in this regard of
the necessity for the secretariat to be able to maintain the nomentum gener at ed
by the Conference and by the reformefforts under way in the United Nations.

10. The representative of Mrocco, speaking on behalf of the African G oup,
enphasi zed the inportance of working docunments being published on tinme. The
pursuit of the Wirking Party’s session woul d have to be del ayed in order to give
del egations tinme to study the docunentation properly and contribute seriously
to the work of the Working Party.



11. The representative of |lreland, speaking as President of the European
Council, said that one of the priority objectives of the Wrking Party was to
ensure that UNCTAD s work programre faithfully refl ected the decisions taken at
UNCTAD | X. It was also inportant to ensure that there was no confusion over the
purpose of the Wrking Party’'s session. |In a review of the UNCTAD section of
t he programme budget, a revision of the programre narrative was one aspect of
the work, but review ng the consequential changes in the budgetary allocations

flowing fromthe readjusted programe was equally inportant. In that context,
the Mdrand final docunment contai ned nunmerous references to the need for UNCTAD
to focus on a small nunber of priority topics. It al so enphasized the role

pl ayed by the Wirking Party in assisting the Board in its assessment of the
budgetary inplications of the proposed work programme. A key elenment in the
prioritization of UNCTAD s work and in the inplenentation of the Wirking Party's
role as specified in the Mdrand docunent would be the provision by the
secretariat of detailed and accurate information on the budgetary inplications
of the revised work programme. The revision of the programe narrative and the
revi ew of the programre budget nust proceed simultaneously if the Wrking Party
was to fulfil the role entrusted to it at M drand.

12. The representative of Argentina, speaking on behalf of the Latin Anerican
and Cari bbean Group, agreed with the representati ve of Morocco that del egati ons
nmust have time to study the docunentation, since it was still not available in
all the official |anguages. He requested the secretariat to provide the |atest
information on the restructuring of the secretariat to help the Wrking Party
in its review of the programe budget. Finally, he agreed with the
representative of Ireland concerning the fact that the work progranme nust be
based on the decisions taken at UNCTAD I|X, but it was inportant to take a
pragmati c approach, and nothing agreed to in the final docunments adopted at
M drand shoul d be elini nated.

13. The representative of the United States of America agreed with the
representati ves of Morocco and Argentina that docunentati on was a critical issue,
and docunents for neetings nmust be nmade available in good tinme. He also agreed
with the representative of Ireland concerning the fact that the substance of the
wor k programme mnust reflect the outcone of UNCTAD | X In the review of the
programe budget, his del egati on woul d be paying particular attention to the need
for prioritization, the ability of nenber States to judge the cost and rel ative
value of activities, the justification for any activities that appeared to
duplicate each other, the need for the many publications proposed, and any
overl ap between UNCTAD and ot her institutions.

14. The representative of Japan said that UNCTAD | X had reached agreenent with
regard to the future work of UNCTAD. UNCTAD was hi ghly respected for the reforns
carried out, and it was inportant to nake sure that the agreenent reached at
UNCTAD | X would be fully reflected in ternms of actual UNCTAD progranmes in
future.

15. The docunent before the Wirking Party did not contain any reference to the
di stribution of posts in the secretariat or provide any budget figures, and this
woul d certainly prevent the Working Party fromconducting a revi ew of the UNCTAD
budget. He therefore wel conmed the hol ding of a resumed session of the Wrking
Party i n Decenber.



16. Docurent TD/ B/ WP/ 98 seened to include nore or less all the activities the
UNCTAD secretariat had been engaged in before UNCTAD I X, and so it included a
nunber of itens which were not nentioned at all in the UNCTAD | X fi nal docunents.
It rmust be supposed that many of those itens were either those which had been
entrusted to UNCTAD by General Assenbly resolutions or those which were being
supported by a donor or had been specifically asked for by sone devel oping
countries. Nevert hel ess, even with regard to itens which had sonme kind of
justification, the activities in question nmght need to be discontinued if they
had failed to produce satisfactory and useful results. There was no need for
a work programe that produced only a research paper which had nothing to do with
t he UNCTAD i ntergovernnental process or did not hel p any devel oping country in
a substantial way.

17. Finally, under the present system any savings resulting fromthe UNCTAD
reform would be returned to United Nations Headquarters, without necessarily
benefiting UNCTAD activities. In order to inplement a meaningful reform of
UNCTAD, at |east part of the savings resulting fromthe reformof UNCTAD shoul d
be utilized in UNCTAD. The secretariat should seek a fiscal nechanismto nake
this possible and should consult with New York on this issue.

18. The representative of CQuba, speaking as Coordinator of the Latin Anerican
and Cari bbean Group, expressed support for the representatives of Argentina and
Morocco concerning the question of docunentation. The idea presented by Japan
concerning the reinvestnent of savings in UNCTAD was wel conme; such funds coul d
be used for technical cooperation and to finance expert groups.

19. The representative of Nepal said that he supported Mdrocco concerning the
need to give delegations tine to study the docunentation. Countries entered the
process of gl obalization and |iberalization fromdifferent starting points, and
this led to unique problens in terms of narket access, capital and technol ogy
flows, and institutional transformation. These unique problens increased the
risk of globalization for the weakest countries. UNCTAD | X had agreed that
margi nal i zation was intolerable, and had further agreed that the UNCTAD
secretariat should be adequately equipped to carry out its mandate in that
regard. His delegation supported the view that the final docunents of M drand
shoul d provi de the guiding principle and the basis for the revision of the work
programme, and it was therefore concerned by the selective application of the
M drand consensus.

20. The representative of Mrocco, speaking on behalf of the African G oup,
agreed that the outconme of UNCTAD | X nust provide the franework for the review
of the work progranme and for all priority-setting. The docunment presented by
t he UNCTAD secretariat reflected the secretariat structure, but the African G oup
had not been inforned of that structure, and it therefore found it difficult to
set the secretariat’s proposals incontext. He also agreed that priority-setting
was i mportant, but for that it was essential to have informati on on the resources
being allocated to each activity. Finally, publication policy was extrenely
i mportant, and his Goup would be | ooking closely at the coherence between the
different types of publications produced by UNCTAD, and particularly between
techni cal and "policy" docunents.



21. The representative of Uganda said that the secretariat’s proposals seened
to be in line with United Nations planning and programring rules and to fit
within the framework of the outcome of UNCTAD I X. In that connection, it was
i mportant to establish the accountability of individual secretariat units for
different activities. H s delegation welconed the fact that issues relating to
"l east devel oped, | and-1| ocked and i sl and devel opi ng countri es" were bei ng grouped
t oget her under one subprogramme.

I nformal neetings

22. The Working Party pursued its consideration of agenda item 3 in private
i nformal neetings.

d osing pl enary

23. At the closing plenary of the first part of the Wrking Party's session,
on 20 Septenber 1996, the Chairman said that, having net for three days in
i nfornmal meetings, the Wirking Party had been unable to agree on the proposed
revisions to UNCTAD s work programme. Since, during the informal nmeetings,
del egations had been able to nake comments on all the subprogramres except
subprogranme 9.4, delegations were invited to send witten conments on that
subprogranme to the secretariat so that they could be taken into account when
the revised text of the work programe was finalized.

24, The representative of Mrocco, speaking on behalf of the African G oup,
said that, after carefully studying docunment TDO/ B/WP/ 98, his G oup considered
that it represented a satisfactory basis for UNCTADto pursue its work programe.
H's Goup would have liked to conplete an in-depth review of all the proposed
subprogrames and to reach a consensus thereon in the spirit that had prevail ed
before, during and after UNCTAD | X. The framework for UNCTAD s work programme
and nmandates was provided by the final docunments adopted by UNCTAD | X and by
resol uti ons adopted by the General Assenbly. H's Group attached great inportance
to all the subprogrammes set out in docunment TD/B/ WP/ 98, including
subprogranme 9.5 on the |east devel oped countries and |and-Iocked and island
devel oping countries, activities relating to assistance to the Palestinian
people, and other activities of particular interest to Africa. Hs Goup
consi dered that subprograme 9.5 nust be retained because it woul d hel p enhance
transparency in the secretariat, particularly with regard to the allocation of
resources, and support the intergovernmental machinery of UNCTAD in its
hori zontal consi derati on of LDCissues and the followup to all the secretariat’s
work in this area. It greatly regretted that consensus had not been reached on
t he revi sed programe of work.

25. The representative of Cuba said that his del egati on woul d have preferred
it if the Wrking Party had been able to adopt a summary of the Chairnan by
consensus. The work programme revisions proposed by the secretariat were
consistent with the outcone of M drand. Hi s delegation attached particul ar
i mportance to subprogranme 9.5, which would allow the vertical and horizontal
consi deration of LDCissues, and to the continued provision of support by UNCTAD
to the Pal estinian peopl e.



26. The representati ve of Nepal, speaki ng on behal f of the Asian G oup, thanked
the secretariat for its efforts to revise the UNCTAD work programre to bring it
into tune with the outcone of UNCTAD | X. His G oup woul d have liked the revised
wor k programe to be adopted by consensus. UNCTAD | X had produced a part nership,
and a partnership should be characterized by cooperation. Hs Goup had
suggested i nmprovenents to the work programe, but its nain concern was to see
UNCTAD enbark on its post-Mdrand activities without delay and in a cost-
effective manner. 1t was his Goup’s viewthat the Mdrand texts shoul d not be
used as a straightjacket to limt UNCTAD s activities, nor should the M drand
consensus be applied selectively. UNCTAD was the primary econom ¢ organi zation
of the United Nations system and played the central role in the integrated
treatment of developrment and interrelated issues; the utility of its work
programe shoul d be judged on the basis of the benefit that accrued to end-users
and of its nmandates. In that connection, UNCTAD was a subsidiary body of the
General Assenbly, and it drewits nandates as nuch fromthe General Assenbly and
its subsidiary bodies as it did fromthe quadrenni al conferences of UNCTAD. At
UNCTAD | X, it had been agreed to reduce the nunber of intergovernnental neetings,
but it seenmed that the style of work had not changed. Unl ess nmenber States
refrained from revisiting agreed issues, neetings would remain |ong and
numer ous.

27. Wth regard to subprogramme 9.5, the Programmre of Action for the Least
Devel oped Countries for the 1990s had been adopted unani nously by the Second
United Nations Conference on the LDCs in 1990, and the Ceneral Assenbly had
subsequently endorsed the Programme of Action and decided upon the |evel of
resources for the foll ow up throughout the 1990s. The specific actions relating
to the particul ar needs and probl ens of | and-1 ocked devel opi ng countri es had been
mandat ed by the General Assenbly in various resolutions. Finally, follow ng the
Uni ted Nations G obal Conference on the Sustai nabl e Devel opnent of Snall |sland
Devel opi ng St ates, the General Assenbly had requested that the capacity of UNCTAD
be strengthened i n order to support the inplenentation of the Programe of Action
adopted by the d obal Conference.

28. The representative of the United States of Anerica regretted that no
consensus had been reached on the revi sed UNCTAD wor k programe. Hi s del egation
had hoped that the priorities set at Mdrand would be reflected in the revised
wor k progranme, but the absence of agreenment cast doubt on the useful ness of
Mdrand as a whole. If States rejected the |owest possible perfornance
st andards, such as dates for outputs, there would be no performance criteria at
all.

29. H s del egation agreed whol eheartedly on the need to give priority to LDC
i ssues, but it opposed the establishnment of a separate subprograme on such
i ssues, since they were to be treated cross-sectorally. The proposed structure
of the work programe woul d margi nal i ze LDC i ssues, inpede their integrationinto
UNCTAD s sectoral work and therefore run counter to the outconme of UNCTAD I X
In that connection, he regretted that the outconme of the Wirking Party's previous
session had not adequately reflected his and other delegations' opposition to
having a separate work progranme on LDCs. Wth regard to assistance to the
Pal estinian people, his delegation clearly recognized the General Assenbly's
mandates in that regard, but it regretted the prom nence given to the issue in
t he revi sed work progranme given its conpl ete absence fromthe M drand docunents.
It also regretted the lack of relevance of the proposed activities; what was



needed was products that benefited the Pal estinian people. His delegation had
proposed that activities relating to a pilot seninar on the nobilization of the
private sector to encourage FDI flows to LDCs should be included under
subprogranme 9.2 instead of subprogramme 9.1, and activities relating to
conpetition |l aw and policy shoul d be included under subprograme 9.2 instead of
subprogranme 9. 3. Finally, it had opposed the activity included under
section 5(a)(iv) of subprogranme 9.2 on the grounds that it was not appropriate
for UNCTAD t o becone i nvol ved i n conmrer ci al negoti ati ons bet ween Gover nnents and
private comnpani es.

30. The representative of Mongolia said that |and-1ockedness caused structura
deficiencies and inbal ances and hindered overall socio-econom c devel opnent.
It eroded conpetitiveness and pronoted narginalization, and it nust therefore
be seen in a broader devel opnent context. The agreenent reached at M drand,
whi ch grouped together the |east devel oped, |and-1ocked and island devel opi ng
countries, was part of an arduously negotiated and delicate package, and to
interpret it arbitrarily could disrupt the package and set a danger ous precedent.
The only appropriate approach was to nai ntai n subprograme 9.5, which reflected
t he consol i dat ed position of all those countries whose concern was to ensure that
the i ssues of |east devel oped, |and-Iocked and island devel opi ng countries were
treated in an appropriate franework. In that connection, the reference in
subprogranme 9.4 to the provision of assistance to | and-|ocked countries in the
field of transit transport should be incorporated in subprogranme 9.5.

31. The representative of Argentina, speaking on behalf of the Latin Anerican
and Caribbean Group, regretted that consensus had not been achieved in the
Wrking Party, even although docunent TDO/ B/ WP/98 represented a pragmatic
approach, reflected the intention to inplenent the outcome of UNCTAD | X and
provi ded a good basis for negotiation and anal ysis of the work programe. His
Goup confirmed the nodifications to the revised work programme that it had
accepted in the course of the informal neetings, and would make additional
conment s avail abl e.

32. The representative of Mexico thanked the secretariat for the proposed
revisions to the UNCTAD progranme of work. It was to be regretted that the
revi sed wor k progranmme had not been adopt ed by consensus. Further to the mandate
emanating from UNCTAD | X, his country supported the secretariat’s proposal to
establ i sh subprogramme 9.5 devoted specifically to the problens faced by the
| east devel oped countries. The creation of this subprograme woul d gi ve speci al
enphasis to the LDCs, and in support of what had been said by the del egati on of
Mongol ia, his delegation associated itself with the proposal for all topics of
interest to LDCs to be grouped toget her under that subprogramme. As no consensus
had been reached on the elimnation of subprogranme 9.5, it should renmain part
of the revised work programre for 1996- 1997, as proposed by the secretariat.

33. The representative of Switzerland said that the activities proposed by the
secretariat in docunment TD/ B/ WP/ 98 provided a satisfactory basis for UNCTAD to
pursue its work progranme for 1996-1997. Hi s del egation would have preferred
changes in the structure of the subprogramres, but it accepted the proposed
structure, including subprogranme 9.5. It attached great inportance to
activities benefiting LDCs, and it woul d have preferred anot her approach to their
problenms, but it would not oppose the preferred solution of those concerned

In the exam nation of the budget for the remai nder of the biennium it would be



i mportant to see whether the listing of some activities under gi ven subprogrames
was the nost efficient solution. |In that connection, his del egation considered
that there should be a better match between subprogrammes and the
i ntergovernnental machinery, particularly for enterprise developnent and
conpetition law and policy. Finally, his delegation regretted that it had not
been possible to consider the revised work progranme in its entirety. It
attached great inportance to subprogramre 9. 4.

34. The representative of lreland, speaking as President of the European

Council, regretted that it had not been possible to reach agreenent on docunent
TD/ B/ WP/ 98. Hi s del egation had put forward anendnents to the docunent which
m ght not nowbe reflected inthe final text. 1t was paradoxical for del egations

to invoke the spirit of Mdrand but at the sanme tine take an inflexible stance.
At least it meant, however, that del egati ons were taking the outconme of UNCTAD | X
seriously, even if they could not agree on how to inplement it. It would be
i mportant to draw | essons fromthe Wrking Party’'s session for the forthcom ng
session of the Trade and Devel opment Board and to renew the spirit of M drand.

35. The representative of the United Kingdomdeeply regretted that the Wrking
Party had been unable to agree by consensus on docunent TO/ B/WP/98. This was
a sad reflection on the Wrking Party, com ng so soon after Mdrand, where the
enphasi s had been placed on cooperation, give and take and the hope that the
future held greater prom se for those who shoul d be served by UNCTAD. He | ooked
forward to the Wrking Party’s resumed session in Decenber, when the outcone
m ght be different. He also regretted that the Wrking Party had not been able
to discuss all the subprogranmmres of the revised work programre, and noted that
hi s del egati on attached sone inportance to subprograme 9. 4.

36. The Working Party had in fact reached consensus on nost elenments of the
revi sed work programme. There had been disagreenent with regard to assistance
to the Palestinian people, which was a matter of presentation, and on the
proposal to establish a separate subprograme 9.5. His country recogni zed the
difficulties faced by the LDCs, but it believed in the outcone of Mdrand and
in the agreement reached there to treat LDC issues cross-sectorally and thus
enhance the ability of the organization to assist the countries concerned. Not
only woul d subprogramme 9.5 not assist in that anbition, it would be injurious
and demeaning to LDCs. H s country considered that UNCTAD s work programe
shoul d be based very firmy on the mandates, guidelines and framework set out
in the final docunent of Mdrand, which clearly established the four areas from
which a ‘few priority subjects’ were to be drawn. The introduction of an
addi ti onal subprogranme was not only a distraction but also a danger for the
obj ectives set at Mdrand. The chance provided by UNCTAD | X to deal with LDC
i ssues in a new manner might be the last, and it would only bear fruit if there
were no departures from what had been agreed at M drand.

37. The representative of |ndonesia said that, since no consensus had been
reached on the revised work programe, the latter should be forwarded through
the appropriate channels for finalization. Subprogranme 9.5 and the activities
relating to assistance for the Pal estini an peopl e under subprograme 9.1 shoul d
be nai nt ai ned.



38. The representati ve of Uganda comended the secretariat for doing its best
to reflect mandates in the revised work progranme. 1In the consideration of work
programes, enphasis had often been put on the need for transparency and
accountability, but if subprogramme 9.5 was elinminated, accountability for LDC
activities woul d becone diffuse and the activities would be narginalized. In
United Nations progranmi ng exercises, it was inportant to achi eve a consensus,
but such a consensus nust reflect a balance. A consensus had been reached at
M drand, but it would serve no useful purpose if some nmenber States felt that
certain programmes were being narginalized. Wth regard to the role of the
Working Party, it was useful for it to be consulted in order to provide the views
of menber States, and in the past the views of the Wrrking Party had been taken
seriously at Headquarters, but there was a fear that, if the views of the weaker
menbers of the Wirking Party were ignored, the work of the Wrking Party woul d
be drawn into question. It was therefore to be hoped that, at the resumned
session of the Wirking Party, a spirit of cooperation would prevail

39. The representative of Norway said that, at the Wrking Party' s previous
session, his country had raised the issue of the necessity of a separate
subprogramme for LDCs. The reason for that concern had been purely nanageria
and structural in nature and had not in any way i ndi cated any | ack of sensitivity
towards the LDC i ssue. Norway believed that the Mdrand docurment in itself was
a firmconfirmation of the menber countries’ conmtnent to address the specific
problens of the LDCs. Even if it was still not totally convinced about the need
for a separate subprogramme, Norway would not insist on its deletion. It
respected the great inportance several countries attached to the mai nt enance of
t he subprogramme as a part of UNCTAD s overall work programe. Norway woul d wor k
towards the integration of LDC issues in all the four main areas of UNCTAD s
wor k, as stated in paragraph 85 of the M drand docunent. That coul d best be done
through a focused, well defined and cross-sectoral treatnent of the specific
problens relating to LDCs. Hi s country did not believe that the question of a
separ at e subprograme woul d be the decisive factor in that respect.

40. The Deputy to the Secretary-General of UNCTAD said that the secretariat was
optimstic about the future UNCTAD work progranme. He wel conmed the interest and

conmi tment denonstrated by menber States during the Wirking Party’s di scussi ons
and noted that, although Governnents had differed on sone i ssues, they had done
so in a constructive spirit. In actual fact, agreenent had been reached on the
vast majority of the activities contained in the subprogranmmes that had been
di scussed, as well as on the overall bal ance of the progranme, and many val uabl e
suggesti ons had been nmade to give greater clarity and focus to the programe.
He woul d have preferred it if the Wrking Party had been able to endorse the
revised work programre, but there had not been enough tine. He would be
recomendi ng to the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD that, before finalizingthe work
programe, he conduct further consultations with interested del egati ons in order
to arrive at a higher |evel of consensus.

41. The Chairnman said that the Working Party had conveyed its feelings clearly
to the Secretary-General of UNCTAD. He was sure that the latter would try to
reconcil e diverging views and take on board as many views as possible.



Chapter 11

ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A.  Opening of the session

42. The first part of the twenty-eighth session of the Wrking Party was opened
on 16 Septenber 1996 by M. André Cberhol zer (South Africa), Chairman of the
Wrking Party at its twenty-seventh session.

B. Election of officers

(Agenda item 1)

43. At its 114th (opening) plenary neeting, on 16 Septenber 1996, the Wrking
Party elected M. Dilip Sinha (India) as its Chairman and M. Bashir Misa
(Nigeria) as its Vice-Chairman- cum Rapporteur.

C. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

(Agenda item 2)

44, Also at its 114th plenary neeting, the Wrking Party adopted the
provi sional agenda for its twenty-eighth session (TD/ B/ WP/ 97), as foll ows:

1. El ection of officers
2. Adoption of the agenda and organizati on of work
3. Revi ew of the UNCTAD section of the United Nations programe budget

for the biennium 1996-1997, in the light of the outcone of the
ni nth session of the Conference

4, Provi si onal agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the Wrking Party
5. O her busi ness

6. Adoption of the report of the Wrking Party to the Trade and
Devel opnent Board.

45, Wth regard to the organi zation of its work, the Wrking Party deci ded t hat
it would divide its session into two parts, with the second part to be held for
two days in Decenber 1996 to discuss the programe budget.



D. Provi sional agenda for the twenty-ninth session
of the Wrking Party

(Agenda item 4)

46. At the closing (115th) plenary neeting of the first part of its twenty-
ei ghth session, the Wirking Party deci ded to consi der the provisional agenda for
its twenty-ninth session at the second part of its twenty-eighth session.

E. Adoption of the report of the Whrking Party
to the Trade and Devel opnent Board

(Agenda item 5)

47. At the same neeting, the Wrking Party adopted its draft report
(TD/ B/ WP/ L. 74), subject to anmendnents submitted by del egations to the sumari es
of their statenents, and authorized the Rapporteur to conplete the final text
of the report in the light of the proceedings of the closing plenary.



Annex

ATTENDANCE !

1. The followi ng States nmenmbers of UNCTAD, nenbers of the Wrking Party,
were represented at the session:

Argentina Ni geri a
Bul gari a Nor way
Chile Paki st an
Chi na Pol and
I ndi a Russi an Federati on
I ndonesi a South Africa
Italy Swit zerl and
Japan United Kingdom of Great Britain
Mexi co and Northern Irel and
Mor occo United States of America
2. The foll owing other States menbers of UNCTAD, not nenbers of the Working
Party, were represented as observers at the session
Al geri a Jor dan
Australia Li beria
Austria Luxemrbour g
Cuba Madagascar
Denocratic People's Mal aysi a
Republ i c of Korea Mongol i a
Denmar k Nepa
Egypt Phi | i ppi nes
Et hi opi a Sl ovaki a
Fi nl and Sri Lanka
France Sweden
Ger many Thai | and
Hondur as Tri ni dad and Tobago
Iran (Islamc Republic of) Tuni si a
Irel and Uganda
| srael Yenen
Janmai ca
3. Pal estine participated in the session as an observer.
4, The International Trade Centre UNCTAD WO al so parti ci pat ed.
5. The foll owing intergovernnmental organization was represented at the
sessi on:

Organi zation of African Unity.

1 For list of participants, see TD B/ WP/ | NF. 34.



