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1. The Working Party reviewed the techni cal coope ration activities of UNCTAD on
the basis of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD (TD/ B/ 44/11 and Add. 1

and 2). It recall ed that, in June 1997, the Board had adopted UNCTAD s Techni cal
Cooperation Strategy and that, in March 199 7, the Board had taken note of the first
three-year plan (1 997-1999) for technical cooperation prepared by the secretariat.

2. The Wirking Party considered a nunber of general issues concer ni ng the technical
cooperation programme as a whol e, including recent devel oprents and future prospects
regarding the nobilisation of resources from the United Nations Devel oprmen t
Programme (UNDP) and bil ateral and other nultilateral sources, the distribution

of activities anmong countries, regions and programres, cooperation between UNCTAD
and other organiza tions as regards operational activities, and proposals regarding
financial self-sustainability and cost recovery in certain UNCTAD technica I
cooper ati on programmes.

3. The Wrking Party noted that in Africa, the value of regional project S
exceeded that of national projects and expressed the hope that activities in that
regi on shoul d i ncreasingly be undertaken at the country level. 1t also noted that
the rel ati ve share of technical cooperation expenditures in the Asian region and in

1/ As adopted by the Wrking Party on 8 Cctober 1997.
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the Latin Arerican and Cari bbean regi on had di m ni shed significantly over the past
three years.

4. The Working Party conducted a progranme-by-progranmre review of activitie S
undert aken in 1996, and exchanged views on individual programres with th e
responsi bl e secretariat officials.
5. The Working Party was of the viewthat, in order to achieve inproved cost-
effectiven ess and outputs, some priorities should be set anong the numerou S
techni cal cooperation programmes and projects of UNCTAD. The Wyrking Part y
recormended that a good occasion to make progress in this area would be in th e
context of the preparation of the three-yea r rolling technical cooperation plan for
1998- 2000. In this respect, it was suggested that the Wrking Party coul d revi ew
the plan prior to its submssion to the Board
6. O the basis of its review, the Wrking Party recomrends the follow ng draft
decision to the Trade and Devel oprent Board for consideration under agenda item 6(a)
of the provisional agenda for the forty-fourth session

Draft decision
“The Trade and Devel opnent Board
1. Takes notes of the re port on technical cooperation activities of UNCTAD and
their financing and the conplenentary statistical information submtted by th e
secretariat (TD/B/44/11 and Add.1 and 2);
2. Not es with encouragenent the increase in the |level of UNCTAD s technica
cooperation expenditure in 1996 and that projected for 1997;
3. Reaffirns the principle that technical coopera tion should be non-conditiona
and that it should be demand-driven;
4. Expresses its appreciation to bilateral and nultilateral donors for their
contributions to UNCTAD s techni cal cooper ati on progranmmes, and appeals to themto
extend their contributions in line with UNC TAD s Techni cal Cooperation Strategy and
pl an;
5. Requests the secretariat to explore ways and neans of increasing th e
predictability of funding for the technical cooperation progranmre of UNCTAD
6. Encourages the secretariat to continue its eff orts to deepen its cooperation
with the United Nations Devel oprment Programme (UNDP) with a view, inter alia, to

increasing the lev el of funding and other support from UNDP for UNCTAD progranmes

7. Takes note of the proposals of the secretariat on the question of partia I
cost recovery with a viewto contributing to the financial self- sustainability of
selected programmes, and requests the secretariat to report on the |ega I
i mplications of those proposals and to provide the thirty-second session of the
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Wrking Party on technical cooperation wth details of alternative cost- recovery
options which night be applied, as well as the possibility of special arrangenents
for | east devel oped countries (LDCs);

8. Notes the fact that the Wrking Party agreed on the need for greate r
transparency in respect of activities funded from the regular budget and thos e
funded from extra-budgetary resources;

9. Notes the progress nmade by UNCTAD in its cooperation wth othe r
organi zati ons, and requests the secretari at to pursue its efforts to intensify such
cooperation, including with the World Intellectual Property O ganization (WPO;

10. Encourag es the secretariat to continue to deepen its cooperation with th e
Internati onal Trade Centre (I TC wth a view, inter alia, to better coordinatin g
techni cal cooperation in several areas, including support for snall and nmedi um si zed

enterprises (SMES);

11. Requests the secretariat to prepare, in consultation with nenber States, a
handbook whose objective would be to assist possible beneficiaries of UNCTAD S
t echni cal cooperati on;

12. Requests the secretariat, in consultation with nmenber States, to explore new
nodal ities which would ensure a better rel ati ve bal ance in the share of technical
cooperation expenditure of the various regions, taking into account thei r

respecti ve needs;

13. Decides to consider an in-depth evaluation of the dobal Trade Point N et wor k
at the thirty-second session of the Working Party in 1998 dealing with technical
cooper ati on;

14. Requests the secretariat to prepare the rolling three-year technica I
cooperation plan for 1998-2000 for consider ation by the Wrking Party at the second

part of its thirtieth session in Decenber 1997 and thereafter by the Trade an d
Devel opnent Board at its first executive session in 1998, wth a view t o]

rationalizing the technical cooperation plan;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD to include, in his next report on
techni cal cooperation through the Wrking Party on the Medium Term Plan and th e
Programe Budget to the Trade and Devel opnent Board i nformation on:

- The inpl ementati on of the UNCTAD Techni cal Cooperation Strategy;

- The inplenentation of technical cooperation programmes in line wit h
the areas of activity established in paragraph 97 of “A Partnershi p
for Gowh and Develo prent” to enable the Wrking Party to contribute
to the md-term review by the Trade and Devel opment Board of th e
out cone of UNCTAD I X;

- The cost-effectiveness of the technical cooperation activities o f
UNCTAD; and

- The establishnent of quality control and standards at the projec t

desi gn, inplenmentation, nonitoring and eval uati on stages.”
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