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This greet gathering comes at a critical moment as the world faces the challenges of development and world p

For South Africait isaprivilege to host those who played such avitd rolein our liberation. It isa oecid joy,
second anniversary of our Freedom Day, to wish you al a hearty welcome.

South Africas liberation has brought the opportunity at last to address apartheid's legacy of poverty and inequ
brought propitious circumstances for building a framework for the promotion of sustained growth and balance
development particularly in Southern Africa

We have no illusions about the immengty of the tasks we face as a country, as aregion and as a continent - bi
aso confident that we are making progress and learning vauable lessons.

Issues of trade and devel opment affect the whole world, but they do have particular Sgnificance for Africa, pl
history and circumstance at the bottom of many aladder and yet determined to redlize the promise of her rebir

We therefore thank UNCTAD for choosing our country and our continent of Africa asthe location of its Nintt
Conference.

| would aso take this opportunity to thank the Conference for the confidence it has expressed in the South Af
Government by decting South Africato the presdency of UNCTAD.

When world leaders set out three decades ago to create an instrument in UNCTAD to help overcome the inec
world economy, they could scarcely have expected that the closing years of the century would be witnessto h
homelessness and unemployment on such a scae as we now have.

In spite of the immense economic and technologica gains that have been made, in spite of the end of the cold
redity isthat the world at the end of the twentieth century is no more secure a place for most of itsinhabitants
poverty and need continue to blight their lives.

Though these scourges are with us ill, in other respects we find oursalvesin aworld radicaly changed from ti
UNCTAD firg defined the particular needs of developing countries.

The old economic and trading blocs which traced the landscape of world trade have changed.

The world trade regime has changed.
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Capita movements are freer - and more volatile, as we are experiencing in South Africaat present.
Technology changes a an increasingly rapid pace and on agloba scae, inducing rapid change in industrid pri

These changes bring great opportunities - but aso severe chalenges and problems. They take on specific and
meanings for powerful playersin the globa economy and for those without power. Greater market access anc
trade are prized in the capitas of the world - but hold no promise for those countries producing few goods an
with which to trade, and with no market power to pursue their interests.

For much of the world, especidly the Least Developed Countries, inequities are further compounded by lack
ingruments that were available to other countries when they were in smilar positions. The danger is that, left tc
devices, the current regime can only entrench thisinequality and widen the gap between rich and poor nations

Our mission, therefore, must be shaped by the redl needs of those whom history has margindized. That we ca
them to the vagaries of the world economy was precisely the wisdom which informed the founding of UNCT/

It is common cause that the United Nations has to restructure itsdf to meet the demands of the new millenniun
measure UNCTAD hasto forge for itself a new position in the world economy, in the light of these changes a
that it is equipped to accomplish in the twenty-first century the objectives for which it was established.

Centrd to that new paosition, we are convinced, must be a " Partnership for Development”, built on the ideas a
UNCTAD four years ago.

South Africas own experience, as we grapple with the task of addressing our own wide disparities of wedlth
highlightsin particular three agpects of partnership.

Firdly, the changes in economic and trading groups which have taken place demand more flexible arrangemer
smple reation of developed to developing nation. For example, South Africas reaion to SADC, of fundame
importance to us, is a partnership very different from our partnership with the European Union. As such, each
would require attention to particular needs and circumstances.

Secondly, development cannot be the responsibility only of government. Success requires Governments to joil
their socid partners: non-governmenta organizations, the private sector; and other parts of civil society.

Lastly, dl these partners need to recognize that the potentia contribution of the private sector to the developn
isvery great indeed, whether it isin infrastructure, technologica change or human resource development. In th
they should cooperate in making development an integrd part of the pursuit of business, rather than an additior
which it might or might not engage in.

We are confident that this Conference will strengthen our shared commitment and cregte the basis for Strength
worldwide partnership for development; for prosperity and for peace. We believe that it will promote concret
by UNCTAD for building that partnership aswell asfor facilitating trade and investment.

We have a shared respongbility to roll back the harsh effects of past policies. And we oweit to future general
perpetuate patterns of domination and dependence; of pessmism and crude sdlf-interest. Peace and developn
indivisble. Without rdlief of the poverty which pervades much of the world, our democracy and human rightsv
many only be aformdity, and dways remain in jeopardy.

We are confident that the United Nations, and this Conference in particular, will take the world forward aong
partnership and respongbility in building just and equitable rdlations.

I wish you well in your deliberations, and hope you will have amemorable stay in our country.
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