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 UNCTAD historical mandate and long established expertise in 

transport & trade logistics  

 A pioneer in recognizing the strategic importance of sustainability 

in trade and development, including transport  

 Environmental sustainability increasingly mainstreamed into 

UNCTAD's work on transport and trade logistics: 

 

 Doha Mandate (2012): UNCTAD to "Assist developing countries, 

particularly LLDCs and transit developing countries, and some 

countries with economies in transition, to address challenges 

affecting their participation in trade from geographical 

constraints, with a view to improving transport systems and 

connections, designing and implementing resilient and 

sustainable transport systems, and enhancing transit 

infrastructure and trade facilitation solutions" (para. 56.h).  

Sustainability is not new to UNCTAD  



Economic 
      Efficiency & productivity 
      Energy efficiency 
      Employment & revenue generation 
      Access, connectivity & trade 
 competitiveness 

      Infrastructure 
development/Congestion 

 
            

Environmental 
                Marine, air & soil 

pollution  

      Noise, vibrations & biodiversity 

      Air emissions/GHGs 

      Climate change 
impacts/resilience 

Resource depletion 

Land use 

 

Social 
        Equity & fairness 
        Social inclusiveness & value 
        Community involvement 
        Health 
        Safety 
        Labour conditions 
 

Sustainability 

Sustainable freight transport: defining  the concept 



Research and Analysis: including as disseminate in 

various  chapters of the RMT and non-recurrent reports 

 

Consensus-Building: Multi-year and Ad Hoc Expert 

Meetings,  relevant Session of the Commission on Trade, 

UNCTAD XIII side event on SFT  

 

 

 



Technical Assistance: 

1. Multi-funded Trade Facilitation programme: provide 

assistance towards the implementation of the Agreement on 

Trade Facilitation. 

2. Climate change impacts on coastal transport infrastructure in 

the Caribbean: enhancing the adaptive capacity of small 

island developing States (2014-2017); UNDA-funded project. 

 

3. Building capacities of developing countries to shift 

towards sustainable freight transport (2014-2017); 

UNDA-funded project. 
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 Draws largely on insights gained from existing work, including 

the guidance from previous expert meetings. It benefited also 

from the discussions and views shared with member states, 

partners and industry stakeholders 

 The meeting is structured around five (5) substantive sessions 

and one final session for further discussions and closing: 

Session1: sets the scene by defining key concepts and addressing relevant 

issues, challenges, opportunities  

Session 2: focus on policy, governmental and institutional driven-perspective 

in support of sustainable freight transport systems. 

Session 3: sets out selected industry/private sector-led initiatives, in support of 

sustainable freight transport systems 

Section 4: Discusses financing instruments and mechanisms 

Section 5: draws all together and examines the role of partnerships, 

collaborative approaches. It also aims to define the way forward. 



It is hoped that discussions will help address some if not all of the following  

Issues: 

 

1. How best to address the challenges and seize the opportunities 

associated with sustainable freight transport systems 

2. Identify relevant best practices in the field  

3. how to build on these successful examples, what are the key 

measures/policies/tools and recommendations to ensure proper 

development and implementation for developing countries 

4. What are the enabling factors, including financing, technology, 

policies, capacity-building, data  collection, research , information 

sharing , cooperation and partnerships 

5. Concrete next steps/proposals/priority action areas to ensure 

proper delivery and implementation of sustainable freight 

transport systems in the context of 2030 ASD, the COP21, and 

beyond. 
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