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UNCTAD, which is governed by its 194 
member States, is the United Nations 
body responsible for dealing with 
development issues, particularly 
international trade – the main driver of 
development. 
 
 Functions: think, debate and deliver 
 
Trade, Environment, Climate Change and 
Sustainable Development Branch 

 
• Biodiversity  & BioTrade 
• Climate change 
• Oceans economy 
• Green exports 
• Organic agriculture 
• Biofuels 
• Creative Economies 

Source: UNCTAD, Palais de Nations, Geneva 

Intellectual Property Unit 
• Industrial property 
• Access to medicine 
• Biodiversity and traditional knowledge 
• Trade facilitation 



 
SDG 15 Target 6: “Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising from the utilization of genetic resources and promote 

appropriate access to such resources, as internationally agreed” 

 

Aichi target 16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from 
their Utilization is in force and operational, consistent with national 
legislation.   

Aichi target 3: By 2020, (…) positive incentives for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity are developed and applied, consistent 
and in harmony with the Convention and other relevant international 
obligations, taking into account national socio economic conditions. 



 
Objective (in relation to the Nagoya Protocol):  
 
 A. To develop policy options for the implementation of certain aspects of the 
 Nagoya Protocol on BioTrade products; and 
 B. To guide and support regulators in defining a BioTrade-friendly 
 implementation strategy and regulatory framework while, at the same 
 time, introduce incentives for businesses to fulfill them. 

 
Time Frame: September 2015 - December 2016 
Donor: SECO, Switzerland 
Geographical scope: global and national. Priority countries Vietnam and Peru. 
 
Global Partners: UEBT, Phytotrade Africa and SPDA 
Vietnam: Biodiversity Conservation Agency (MONROE), Helvetas Vietnam and 
BioTrade Interest Group 
Peru: MIMAN, SGCAN, MINAM and ProAmbiente, Peru Bioinnova. 
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The context: Nagoya, ABS & BioTrade  

• The Nagoya Protocol and intersection points with BioTrade: the global experience 

• The implementation Nagoya Protocol and intersection points with BioTrade in Vietman 

• Draft Decree on ABS  

Implementation challenges of the Nagoya Protocol and BioTrade 

• Group 1: Issues and recommendations for regulatory reform in terms of procedure for PIC 
& MAT on a Bio Trade friendly implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in Vietnam 

• Group 2: Issues and recommendations for improved access to and protection of 
traditional knowledge associated to GRs  

• Group 3: Issues and recommendations for businesses and entrepreneurs on how to apply 
BioTrade activities in light of the change in ABS regulations in in Vietnam 

Regulatory and administrative reform for Viet Nam in light of the 
Nagoya Protocol and BioTrade – Group exercises 

Objective: assist national authorities and other stakeholders in the identification of 
policy options for the implementation of certain aspects of the Nagoya Protocol in a 
BioTrade-friendly manner. 



http://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/Trade-and-
Environment/BioTrade.aspx 



Some recommendations for 
decision makers and regulators 

• ABS regimes should be transparent, clear, operational and 
applicable in practice to enhance legal certainty for all actors; 

• Decision makers and regulators should ensure that their ABS 
frameworks truly facilitate ABS and do not overstress regulation and 
control; 

• UNCTAD could develop a checklist that guides decision makers 
and/or regulators on how close or far is a particular BioTrade 
activity from the coverage by national ABS regulations and 
procedures; 

• UNCTAD should develop a synthesis of case studies of how countries 
are determining the interlinkages between BioTrade projects and 
businesses and ABS frameworks;  

• Competent authorities should communicate and coordinate in a 
regular manner to ensure coherent implementation of rules and 
procedures; 

 

 



Some recommendations for decision makers 
and regulators (cont.) 

• Incentives to promote ABS and compliance with rules need to be put in place 
and into motion in order to promote legal, sustainable, equitable and ethical 
flows of trade in genetic resources and biochemicals; 

• There is a need for further understanding on the changing and very diverse 
R&D landscape and the particularities of each sector; 

• Decision makers and regulators should consider ways in which PIC and MAT 
within BioTrade projects or businesses can become regularized or validated 
through simple and practical administrative procedures; 

• Clear and easy procedures to obtain permits or their equivalent may be 
evidence of the decision to grant PIC and of the establishment of MAT; and 

• There is an urgent need for awareness raising and capacity building on ABS 
and BioTrade for national authorities and BioTrade actors. 

 




