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Through UN Development Account 

1.”Climate change impacts on coastal transport infrastructure in the Caribbean: enhancing 
the adaptive capacity of SIDS”:  Aims to strengthen capacity of SIDS to adapt to climate 
change impacts on sea & air ports 

– Implementation: fact-finding missions, national case studies (Jamaica & Saint Lucia), 
methodology for assessing climate change related impacts, adaptation needs and priorities 
for seaports and airports in SIDS, regional capacity-building workshops; and wider 
dissemination.  

2. “Building capacities of developing countries to shift towards sustainable freight transport 
(SFT)”:  Focus on East  Africa (EA) & the Caribbean (especially relevant to LLDCs, transit 
countries, SIDS and freight corridors) 

– Implementation: training toolkit  on SFT and its financing modules; web platform/SFT 
Portal (on-line toolkit/reports/case studies/SFT programmes & initiatives/forum for 
discussion); Generic Reference Framework for SFT; capacity building activities 
(workshops/training/advisory services/practical guidance). 
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UNCTAD continued the ASYCUDA implementation, 
its largest technical assistance programme (presently 

98 countries & territories, 113 since its inception).  

• One new country: Kazakhstan 

• In total, there were 60 operational ASYCUDA 
technical assistance projects. 

• In 2015, UNCTAD staff and consultants undertook 
300 support, training and advisory missions, 
including 225 training sessions, for an audience of 
more than 2000 participants.  
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Several new MOUs and 
partnerships were initiated or 
signed, however funding or 
allocation of human resources 
is required to carry forward 
the initiatives. 

 

Such framework instruments 
can help ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the ASYCUDA 
Programme, and increase 
synergy among IOs.  
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• Assist the national level implementation of multilateral an regional 
negotiations in the area of trade facilitation 

 

• Continue and strengthen assistance in the design and implementation 
of policies/measures/programmes for sustainable and resilient 
transport systems, infrastructure, services and operations 

 

• Funding: 
• We thank our donors: Norway, Spain, Sweden, European Union, World Bank, 

Development Banks, TMEA (TradeMarkEastAfrica).  

 

• Needs: 
• Ensure the long term sustainability of sustainable freight transport capacity 

building efforts by further addressing the obstacles to sustainability in freight 
transport, including financing, technology, human resource, skills and 
institutional framework 
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Objectives:  
 Establish a diagnosis of the national system of innovation 
 Stimulate policy dialogue through the review process 
 Identify practical actions to strengthen national innovation capabilities  
 

 Supported by UN Development Account and Germany  
 

Main achievements in 2015: 
- Thailand: STIP review feeds into policy reform; follow-up workshop supports action 
- Oman: Advisory services support translation of recommendations into plan of action 
- Iran: STIP review process launched at strategic moment of change 
- Rwanda: STIP review process receives with high-level support 
- Germany becomes first donor to fund & participate in STIP review 

 

Looking forward:  
• Pending requests: Botswana, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Kenya, Moldova, Sudan, 

Uganda; COMESA 
• Follow-up activities to support recommendations (Thailand, Oman, Iran, Rwanda) 
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Objectives:  
 Build national STI policy making capacities through: 

• learning  
• networking among policy makers   
• sharing of good practices 

 

 Supported by UN Development Account 
 
Main achievements in 2015: 
- Launch of programme: 2 pilot regional courses [Colombia, Cuba] 

- 95 stakeholders from 29 developing countries have a better understanding of STI policies 
- 10 specific policy actions have been identified by these stakeholders to strengthen STI capacities 

- Training institutions partner with program [EAFIT Univ., Havana Univ., STI Policy Office Thailand] 

- Training material available in English and Spanish 
 

Looking forward:  
• Pending requests: Botswana, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Iran, Peru, Rwanda 
• Developing further partnerships 

 





• Activities in all regions 

• TrainForTrade Dev. Acc. Project in West Africa (focus 
on e-commerce): 
– Building Capacities, Developing new technics through technology 

– Building small private online courses (SPOC) 

– 34 tutors have trained 873 participants (185 women) in ECOWAS over 
the biennium 

– Positive evaluation (completion rate of 95%) 
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• TrainForTrade Modern Port Management 
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• UNCTAD's flagship course on trade and development; 
• For capital-based policymakers & government think-tank academics; 
• Focuses on the interrelatedness between trade, investment, finance, 

technology and development; 
• Enhances understanding on the various areas of UNCTAD's work and 

how they relate to countries´ development strategies; 
• Equips policymakers with knowledge and skills for the design and 

implementation of relevant trade and development policies; 
• Cross-divisional and cross-regional approach in the design of the 

curricula; 
• Curricula based on UNCTAD’s research and policy analysis in the 

areas of development, trade, finance, investment and technology. 
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• The course is now supported by multi-year venues in the developing 
regions where the Governments provide national experts, logistics, 
and other support; 

• The current five multi-year venues are: Serbia (Transition 
Economies); Colombia (LAC); Sultanate of Oman (Western Asia),  
Mauritius (Africa); and Singapore (Asia-Pacific); 

• Impact: The course has trained over 700 trade policy officials and 
academics who form a network from the five developing regions 
since 2001; 

• Additionally, they are now or will,  

be taking the lead on  

policy formation in their respective 

capitals. 
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Short Course on Key Issues on the International Economic Agenda 
• Six short courses are offered on annual basis on various topics and 

research areas, based on UNCTAD's work; 
• These courses target predominantly Geneva-based diplomats, 

mandated to cover the UN Premiere Body on Trade and 
Development; 

High Level Advisory Body: 
• This programme reports directly to a High Level Advisory Body on 

annual basis that is presided over by the President of the TDB and is 
known to be the Chair; 

• All major decisions are approved and made by Member States to 
the Advisory Body, including the selection of multi-venues, review 
of evaluations, including any signification changes.   
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