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• Launched in June 2015 to be concluded by 2017  

• 2017 target date fast-track by 2 years the completion of 
FTA under the Abuja Treaty (1991) 

• First CFTA Negotiating Forum in Feb 2016: 

– Cover goods and services 

– Built upon acquis of the RECs 

– Based on consolidation of regional FTA processes into the 
CFTA (TFTA-like FTA in North-Central-West region, other 
individual countries may join later) 

• Developments: 

– TFTA agreed in June 2015 

– ECOWAS CET in January 2015 
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UMA members 

individually 

TFTA members 

individually 

ECCAS members 

individually 

ECOWAS 

members as a 

group (as a CU) 

UMA members 

individually 
No negotiation Negotiation Negotiation Negotiation 

TFTA members 

individually 
Negotiation No negotiation Negotiation Negotiation 

ECCAS members 

individually 
Negotiation Negotiation No negotiation Negotiation 

ECOWAS members as a 

group (as a CU) 
Negotiation Negotiation Negotiation No negotiation 



    Exporter 

    UMA COMESA ECCAS ECOWAS SADC 

Importer UMA 61.4 34.0 0.7 3.8 5.8 

COMESA 17.1 39.9 7.0 1.1 58.6 

ECCAS 26.3 16.6 12.2 20.2 38.9 

ECOWAS 12.0 2.1 1.9 72.4 11.7 

SADC 1.7 19.0 9.4 12.7 80.2 

Source: UNCTADstat.  
Note: The figures do not add up to 100% due to double-counting of some countries in several RECs. 
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    Exporter 

  UMA COMESA ECCAS ECOWAS SADC 

Importer UMA 2.2 3.2 7.9 14.7 6.7 

COMESA 0.7 3.2 5.7 3.2 7.8 

ECCAS 20.1 6.6 9.3 11.2 11.5 

ECOWAS 9.9 8.9 5.7 8.6 9.7 

SADC 8.5 2.5 0.4 0.2 3.1 

Source: TRAINS/WITS. 
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MFN 
Extra-regional 

FTA (EPA) 

Inter-REC FTA 

(TFTA) 
REC  

  (A) (B) (C) (D) 

  -- 
Coverage = 

75%? 

Coverage = 

85%? 

Coverage = 

100%? 

Product A 0 0 0 0 

Product B 5 0 0 0 

Product C 10 0 0 0 

Product D 20 20 0 0 

Product E 35 35 35 0 







  Kenya South Africa Nigeria Cameroon Tunisia* 
Simple Av 

MFN rates  
12.8 7.9 12.5 19.2 17.4 

% Cum've % Cum've % Cum've % 
Cum'v

e 
% Cum've 

X=0 36.7 36.7 58.2 58.2 3.3 3.3 1.0 1.0 27.5 27.5 

0<X≤ 5 0.0 36.7 2.8 61.0 44.4 47.7 3.6 4.6 0.0 27.5 

5<X≤ 10 21.8 58.5 9.1 70.1 11.4 59.0 42.1 46.7 16.6 44.1 

10<X≤ 15 0.0 58.5 8.8 78.9 0.0 59.0 0.0 46.7 12.1 56.1 

15<X≤ 20 0.0 58.5 8.0 86.9 34.6 93.6 12.2 58.9 0.0 56.1 

20<X≤ 25 40.5 99.0 6.8 93.7 0.0 93.6 0.0 58.9 0.0 56.1 

25<X≤ 30 0.0 99.0 2.5 96.2 0.0 93.6 41.1 100.0 26.9 83.1 

30<X≤ 40 0.3 99.4 1.3 97.5 6.4 100.0 0.0 100.0 16.9 100.0 

40<X 0.6 100.0 2.5 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 

Total 100.0 Total TL  

(5425)  

100.0 Total TL 

(7038)  

100.0  Total TL 

(5775) 

100.0 Total 

TL 

(6060)  

100.0 Total TL 

(16614)  

Source: TRAINS/WITS. 



    Exporter 

    UMA COMESA ECCAS ECOWAS SADC 

Importer Tunisia 88.8 63.4 14.6 19.4 18.1 

Kenya 14.0 100.0 100.0 38.7 61.0 

Cameroon 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.9 

Nigeria 1.8 4.7 11.5 0.1 6.4 

South Africa 53.4 61.7 99.7 99.3 93.5 

•

•
 

Source: TRAINS/WITS. 





X=  base 

rates  
Year 0 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Annual cut  

(percentage 

points) 

Annual cut  

(% of base) 

5%<X 

50 40 30 20 10 0 10 20 

35 28 21 14 7 0 7 20 

20 16 12 8 4 0 4 20 

10 8 6 4 2 0 2 20 

X≤ 5% 5 0 0 0 0 0 n.a. n.a. 

Example 1 (applied rate)  





X= base rate Y0 Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 

Annual 

cut 

(percenta

ge points) 

Annual 

cut 

(% of 

base) 

X ≥35% 50 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 5 10 

20%≤X<35% 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 0 0 0 5 14 

10%≤X<20% 20 15 10 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 25 

5%<X<10% 10 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 50 

X≤ 5% 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 n.a. n.a. 

Example 2 (applied rate)  







Applied rate in (%) 

Product 

group 

Product 

category 

CET 

rate 

2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 

A 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

A 2 5 5 0 0 0 0 

B 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

B 2 5 5 5 0 0 0 

B 3 10 10 10 5 0 0 

C 2 5 5 5 0 0 0 

C 3 10 10 10 5 0 0 

C 4 20 20 20 10 5 0 

D 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

D 3 10 10 10 10 10 10 

D 4 20 20 20 20 20 20 

D 5 35 35 35 35 35 35 

ECOWAS tariff liberalization schedule under ECOWAS-EU EPA 

Source: Based on report from ECOWAS-EU-UEMOA Senior Officials’ Meeting held in Dakar, Senegal, on 24 January 2014,  
as cited in ECA, Economic Report on Africa, box 5.5, table 1. 



X = base 

rate 
Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 

X ≥60% 60 50 40 30 30 20 20 20 10 10 10 0 

45%≤X<60% 45 40 35 25 25 15 15 15 10 10 10 0 

35%≤X<45% 35 30 30 20 20 15 15 15 5 5 5 0 

30%≤X<35% 30 30 25 20 20 10 10 10 5 5 5 0 

25%≤X<30% 25 25 20 20 20 10 10 10 5 5 5 0 

20%≤X<25% 20 20 15 15 15 10 10 10 0-5 0-5 0-5 0 

15≤X<20% 15 15 15 10 10 5 5 5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0 

10%≤X<15% 10 10 10 8 8 5 5 5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0 

7%≤X<10% 7 7 7 7 7 5 5 5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0 

5%≤X<7% 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0 

X< 5% Standstill 0 

Tariff liberalization schedule for Cambodia,  
Lao PDR and Myanmar under Korea-ASEAN FTA  
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