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Measuring Global Exports of Industrial Hemp Products: 

Insights from National Product Classifications 

pharmacy). Twine, cordages and ropes of hemp are included in the United Kingdom 

classifications (coded 5607.90.9010), narrow woven fabrics of hemp are included by Australia 

(coded 5806.39.10). Argentina includes several codes related to accessories in the 65.02 

(Hat-shapes) and 65.04 (hats and other headgear) HS 4-digit categories. 

In certain instances, product subcategories that extend beyond the six-digit level do not 

solely consist of hemp-based products. An example is the category of carpets and other 

textile floor coverings (57.02), as specified in the Canadian national classification. Indeed, this 

subcategory encompasses not only hemp products but also those made from flax tow or 

jute. A similar observation holds true for sacks and bags (63.05) as defined in New Zealand, 

where the subcategory encompasses items crafted from both hemp and phormium tenax 

(New Zealand flax).

Although the focus of this note is on hemp products, cannabis products found in national 

classifications are shown in Table A.3. The latter essentially relate to products retrieved from 

cannabis flowers and refer to either medical or adult use. Such products are introduced by 

several countries in seven different HS 4-digit categories: 06.02 (Uruguay), 12.09 (Uruguay, 

Canada), 12.11 (Canada, Japan, Indonesia, Viet Nam), 13.01 (Argentina, Canada, China, 

Indonesia, Viet Nam), 13.02 (Argentina, Canada, Japan, Indonesia, Viet Nam), and 30.04 

(Japan, Canada). The most represented products in national product classifications are 

resins, that belong to the HS 4-digit 13.01 category, and vegetable saps and extracts, that 

belong to the HS 4-digit 13.02 category. 

3. Calculating world exports of hemp products

The following analysis delves into three categories of hemp products, presented in 

descending order based on their global export values. The export values presented result 

from a thorough examination of both international and national classifications, as outlined in 

section 2. All estimates based on national classifications involve aggregating any information 

beyond six digits to the six-digit level to align with the international Harmonized System (HS) 

classification. 

As Table A.2 shows, the aggregation of exports of hemp products based on information 

provided by different national statistics may obscure varying product descriptions across 

national classifications at the tariff line level, suggesting that only partial and incomplete 

perspectives on global exports may be obtained with existing data. Moreover, some 

countries, such as Canada and the United States, employ distinct codes in their national 

statistics for exported and imported products. This may also complicate the generation of

comparable statistics on global exports of hemp products. 

In most cases, global values are estimated using import information, as it is generally more 

precisely reported than export information. However, when products are introduced by a 

limited number of countries, both import and export information are retained for estimation 

purposes.

3.1 Hemps seeds and by-products 

Hemp seeds do not have any specific HS code but are categorized in various national 

classifications as discussed in section 2. The values presented in Figures 1 to 3 are derived 

from import information provided by EU-27 countries, the United Kingdom, Japan, the United 

States, Canada, Argentina, Morocco, and New Zealand. By analyzing the intersection of 
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