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UNCTAD
AT A GLANCE

1st Geneva-based United Nations organization to initiate

a carbon-neutral initiative

3 Pillars of work:

• consensus-building

 • research and analysis

 • technical cooperation

5 Main programmes of work:

 • globalization and development strategies

 • investment, technology and enterprise development

• international trade in goods and services and commodities

 • Africa, least developed countries and special programmes

43 Years of promoting the development-friendly integration

of developing countries into the world economy

48% Female staff

193 Member States

200 Partnerships forged with civil society organizations

310 Technical cooperation projects currently being implemented

in 83 countries

456 Dedicated staff members, with professional staff drawn

from 99 countries

$40m In voluntary contributions for operational activities,

of which $7.7m was contributed by developing countries

and countries with economies in transition

$56m Total regular budget for 2007, from the regular budget

of the United Nations

www.unctad.org
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In this complex environment, UNCTAD has continued to 

productive capacities in the least developed countries to 

areas as trade in services, commodities, investment and 

efforts and promotes streamlined administrative procedures.

Supachai Panitchpakdi

Secretary-General of UNCTAD
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FOREWORD BY 
THE SECRETARY-

GENERAL
OF UNCTAD
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ABOUT
UNCTAD
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international economic agenda in favour of development.

At our intergovernmental meetings, the countries of the 

G-77, developed countries and countries with economies in

to key trade and development issues.

Working with other partners

Over the years, we have increased our partnership activities 

with international institutions, regional organizations, civil

society, academia and the business community to make our

work more effective. For example, our Virtual Institute works 

with a number of universities; we offer training courses in 

collaboration with the United Nations regional commissions;

and we provide assistance to least developed countries

(LDCs) through the Integrated Framework for Trade-related

Technical Assistance to LDCs, jointly with WTO, the Inter-

national Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO (ITC), the International

Monetary Fund (IMF), the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank.

Non-governmental organizations and civil society organiza-

tions, such as professional associations, religious groups,

trade unions and chambers of commerce, as well as 

academics, increasingly participate in our meetings as

UNCTAD has launched a carbon-neutral initiative in response to United Nations Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon’s call to make the United Nations climate-neutral. An in-house audit to 

determine UNCTAD’s carbon footprint has been completed, and a carbon mitigation strategy 

will now be developed: a carbon offset project will be announced by UNCTAD’s Secretary-General 

at UNCTAD XII.

www.unctad.org/climatechange
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Delegates at a meeting of the Preparatory Committee for UNCTAD XII
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development implications of tourism and on the use of ICTs 

Conference and Exhibition in New Delhi; and a biofuels 

development role, impact and institutional effectiveness.

and culture, Creative Africa will showcase African arts, crafts,

Conference.

www.unctadxii.org
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Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro (far left)

UNCTAD staff at a meeting in preparation for UNCTAD XII

São Paulo Consensus

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

rules, practices and processes on the one hand, and 

the implementation of national development policies and 

Preparing for UNCTAD XII
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Development of Ghana, signing the Host Country Agreement, Accra



1ADDRESSING
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGIES
IN A GLOBALIZED
ECONOMY
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Addressing the challenges of debt 

Nations on developments in external debt problems of 

deliberations on these subjects builds on the results of 

15UNCTAD annual report 2007

Training for policymakers on issues raised in recent editions of the Trade and Development Report
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Developing Economies:

Total debt as % of Exports of goods and services

has continued to decrease.

Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD, speaking at the seminar 

e. It has left no

dependence of national economies has increased to a point 

interdependence and the interaction between national and 

Generating ideas through policy-relevant research

Trade and Development Report and its discussiont

For instance, issues raised in recent editions of the report 

rates, taxes or subsidies.

Trade and Development Report, 2007:

Regional Cooperation for Development

to the Trade and Development Report, 2007

disciplines as tariffs and export subsidies to ensure a safe 

dimension built into international trade rules. 

www.unctad.org/tdr

“[UNCTAD’s] latest annual report provides a valuable developing-country viewpoint, emphasizing

aspects of current economic trends that often escape attention in other commentary.”

Oxford Analytica, 6 September 2007
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2 HELPING
COUNTRIES
GAIN FROM
GLOBAL TRADE
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UNCTAD’s techTT nical assistance helped secure a major

breakthrough in the adoption of the new East African 

Organic Products Standard, which should boost organic 

trade and market access

organic products has been improving the livelihoods of 

-

-

began to emerge on the need for a common East African 

building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development,

conducted on the current state of the sector in East Africa, 

organic agriculture and food security, and best practices in 

Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), also facilitated 

consisting of all public- and private-sector actors from 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements

Promotion of Organic Products from Africa 

An intensive, inclusive and transparent 

consultation process involving public-

the national standards bodies, national organic movements 

and organic certifying bodies of the EAC countries and the 

-

the United Republic of Tanzania at a regional conference in 

The East African standard is the second regional organic 

organic agriculture among farmers and consumers, and 

benchmarking against standards in developed-country 

www.unep-unctad.org/cbtf/tt
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A new regional organic standard could improve the livelihoods of thousands of farmers

East African Organic Conference, Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania

Trade and Development Report, 2007 estimated that devel

multilateral rules and disciplines in international economic 

and trade relations to allow them to pursue their own national 

Addressing market-entry issues

support, will allow businesses to better articulate their interests 

Seeking new opportunities to trade

domestic economic sectors. 

widespread economic expansion and positive development 

impacts.

The UNCTAD publication Developing Countries in International Trade 2007

www.unctad.org/mainpublications
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New opportunities for South–South trade through ICTs

Information Economy 

Report 2007/2008

North ICT trade. 

able. 

WTO accession – a major development challenge

aspects and phases of the accession process. The aim of 

21UNCTAD annual report 2007

DID YOU
KNOW?

Training course on WTO accession in Sao Tome and Principe

multilateral trade negotiations and WTO accession issues

Relaunching the commodity agenda

with UNDP, the Common Fund for Commodities and the 

Assisting in negotiations on services

Protocol on Trade in Services. Assistance included six impact 

SADC Member States to exploit the development potential 
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of UNCTAD (far right)



23UNCTAD annual report 2007

Improving data collection and analysis: What’s new?

Handbook of Statistics

Development and 

Globalization: Facts and Figures

Enabling proactive participation in the Doha Round

African countries on the execution of the Doha mandate on 

special and differential treatment helped African participants 

treatment.

Development, continued to assist India in its participation in 

textiles.
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in Geneva



3 PROMOTING
ECONOMIC GROWTH
AND DEVELOPMENT-
FRIENDLY INVESTMENT
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Hamish McRae, The Independent, 18 October 2007

To promote much-needed investment for Rwanda’s develop-

ment, the Government of Rwanda is energetically pursuing

UNCTAD’s recommendations to improve its skills base 

and investment climate

poorest nations, and faces particular challenges in attracting 

and services are underdeveloped and provide little formal 

-

-

ernment had already made enormous strides in restoring 

-

-

The IPR proposed setting up a programme to attract skilled 

foreigners to bridge the skills gap and ensure a transfer of 

competence so as to transform the country into an industry- 

the Commission on Investment, Technology and Related 

Government, UNCTAD presented a detailed proposal for a 

-

-

foreign investment in the mining sector – a potentially impor-rr

www.unctad.org/ipr

Attracting foreign direct investment for development in RwandaWorld Investment Report 2007,

World Investment Report 2007: Transnational 

Corporations, Extractive Industries and Development

World Investment 

Report 2007

tate and attract investment, there is also a trend towards 

Asia, has spurred the investment boom in mineral exploration

and extraction. 

made to address the economic, environmental, social and 

from those industries are to be harnessed to boost develop

private sector to ensure that mineral resource exploitation 

becomes a force for development. 

www.unctad.org/wir
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Training negotiators and adjudicators

noted experts in a panel discussion on international invest

There is a need to enhance the development dimension 

dispute settlement also improved national capacities in the

Dominican Republic, Morocco and Peru. 

series on international investment policies for development

settlement cases.

Advancing dialogues on investment

investment and business opportunities in the economies of

the South.
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Training course on international investment agreements (IIAs) and investor-State disputes for 25 members of the Islamic

Panel of the multi-stakeholder meeting on investment and the local 

production of essential medicines, Geneva

Helping develop policies and strategies 

to attract investment

other sectors as well.

Helping develop policies and strategies 

to gain from investment 

panies and a strict selection of the SMEs and TNCs to be 

Promoting South–South investment

ten countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Thailand.
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Delhi, India: (front, from left) Shri Murli Deora, Union Minister for Petroleum and 
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Tourism is a strategically important sector for developing 

countries. It has the potential to become a major source of 

employment, income and foreign exchange and represents 

In recent years, all the processes associated with tourism 

have become increasingly digitized. By facilitating access 

to best practices and market information, ICTs offer tourism 

businesses, especially SMEs, unprecedented opportunities 

to increase their competitiveness. 

UNCTAD’s e-tourism initiative supports an innovative 

approach to sustainable tourism through the development 

of participative e-tourism strategies, capacity-building and 

networking activities. It is based on a strong public-private 

partnership and is supported by a customized free and 

open-source system (FOSS), which is an electronic platform 

that can help local tourist operators target potential markets 

directly. 

UNCTAD’s hands-on training seminars in Madagascar and 

Mali in Africa, and in Cambodia, the Lao People’s Demo-

cratic Republic, Malaysia and Sri Lanka in Asia raised aware-

ness of the opportunities offered by ICTs in tourism. Donors 

appreciated in particular the bringing together of public- and 

private-sector stakeholders in this industry, which stimulated 

dialogue and partnerships among the participants. 

E-tourism – promoting partnerships for SME growthDeveloping the biofuels sector

A number of studies and meetings in 2007 addressed the 

trade and development dimension of the emerging biofuels 

market, including an in-depth assessment of the potential 

for biofuels in Guatemala. UNCTAD and the ECOWAS Bank 

for Investment and Development also launched the Fund 

for African Biofuels Finance and the Clean Development

Mechanism to promote investment in Africa’s biofuels sector.

Improving capacities for data collection

Member States of the Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa (COMESA) endorsed a recommendation to 

form a regional task force to help assess the impact of FDI. 

It will support policy development and regional integration 

by creating a harmonized system for measuring, collecting 

and reporting FDI/TNC statistics in the region on the basis of 

international standards. The recommendation emerged from 

a COMESA-UNCTAD FDI/TNC statistics workshop in Lusaka,

on FDI statistics. A similar national workshop in Morocco 

decided to create a national team involving all stakeholders 

to compile data on the country’s FDI. This could lead to the 

eventual creation of a task force for the North African region 

similar to the proposed COMESA task force. 

FDI in tourism: the development dimension 

-

tries and a global survey of the world’s largest hotel chains, 

developing countries were given policy advice on how they 

a virtuous cycle of employment, skills transfer, linkages and 

poverty reduction. This UNCTAD initiative was supported by 

the International Development Resource Centre of Canada.
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regulation category for its Blue Book on Zambia in 2007

The Blue Book on Best Practices in Investment Promotion and Facilitation

for Zambia was launched by Vice-President Rupiah Banda in March 

2007. Produced jointly by UNCTAD and the Japan Bank for International 

Cooperation, it contains ten practical and cost-effective measures to 

help Zambia improve its investment climate in order to attract more 

FDI and open up opportunities for Zambians. Seven months after 

its launch, seven of the measures had already been or were being 

implemented.

www.unctad.org/bluebooks

DID YOU
KNOW?

Mr. Rupiah Banda, 

Vice-President of Zambia



4 HELPING COUNTRIES
MODERNIZE
THEIR ECONOMIES
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The business linkages programme, Projeto Vínculos, has 

had outstanding success in promoting dynamic small and 

medium-sized enterprises in north-eastern Brazil. Consid-

ered the “social force of the economy”, SMEs contribute 

43 per cent of Brazil’s national income, over 20 per cent of 

its gross domestic product and 64 per cent of the labour 

force. So far, Projeto Vínculos has helped some 80 SMEs, 

employing about 2,500 people, to improve their business.

In the free zone of Manaus, SMEs that produce for large 

enterprises are facing competition not only from other regions

pressure to cut costs in the supply chain, and environmental

standard) is virtually a necessity for SMEs seeking to supply 

criterion for supplier selection posed a challenge to its sup-

to strengthen business linkages, offering incentives for 

ation of these practices not only reduced consumption and 

-

lished supplier teams that regularly organize sustainability 

largest SME promotion agency), FDC (a leading Brazilian 

business school) and Ethos (a Brazilian non-governmental 

www.projetovinculos.org

Business linkages are improving prospects for SMEs in Brazil

Information Economy Report 2007/2008 

Science and Technology for Development: 

the New Paradigm of ICT

production and consumption and new opportunities for 

www.unctad.org/ier
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www.unctad.org/ier

DID YOU
KNOW?
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Guidance on Good Practices in Corporate

Governance Disclosure.

Improving the regulatory climate for businesses

such laws. 

competition law under an UNCTAD project. A critical mass of 

Accelerating development through information

and communication technologies 

Manual for the Production of Statistics on 

the Information Economyy

and indicators on ICT.

the formulation and evaluation of ICT policies for develop

ment. UNCTAD cooperates with the International Telecom

Eurostat in this partnership. 

Creating a safer investment climate and better 

corporate governance 

p of Experts on Interna

in

36 UNCTAD annual report 2007
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of government revenue for many developing countries, 

clearance procedure can improve collection of such 

revenue, and the clearance of goods, whether for export 

or import or in transit from a landlocked country. This can 

boost a country’s trade, which further increases revenue.

System for Customs Data (Asycuda), an electronic data 

management system covering all customs-related processes,

has helped dramatically increase customs revenue: from 

-

English, Asycuda++ (the updated version) enables electronic

processing of declarations, risk management, transit opera-

of accurate, up-to-date statistics that provide valuable input 

forms, streamlined and transparent customs clearance pro-

the fact that customs clearance of cars imported from the 

-

system they have been able to improve their surveillance of

imports of the chemical products used in the transformation 

www.asycuda.org

Modernized customs procedures can boost trade and revenue

Promoting science and technology 

to advance development. 
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Participants in the training course on biotechnology held at the 

Agricultural Genetic Engineering Research Institute in Giza, Egypt,



5 ADDRESSING THE
CHALLENGES OF
THE POOR AND
DISADVANTAGED
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“It is a gem amidst a forest of institutional reports. A tad technical, maybe, but the UNCTAD Least Developed Countries

Report hits home: if poverty in the 50 least developed countries is to be reduced, ‘science, technology and innovation

are not a luxury but a necessity’, according to the report.”

Libération, France, 20 July 2007 (translation)

The tsunami that wrought havoc on the Maldives in 2004 

dramatically illustrated the vulnerability of islands, and why 

the international community needs to rethink its criteria for 

graduating countries from least developed country status

The case of the Maldives brings into sharp focus an issue 

1 Many small island 

developing States that appear to be relatively prosperous 

to give greater importance to the vulnerability criterion in the 

UNCTAD has long advocated that the graduation rule should 

in alleviating economic vulnerability and building human 

-

on graduation, UNCTAD supports small island developing 

shocks, notably by re-specializing their economies in activities

erosion and economic shocks, and highlighted that the 

country needed more time to build up its resilience to 

After the tsunami, the United Nations General Assembly 

grace period to facilitate reconstruction efforts (2005–2007), 

-

The island paradox: the case of the Maldives

1

UNCTAD spearheads international efforts to provide special 

LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs has made a valuable contribution

international attention to these countries, in particular to the 

publications, The

Economic Development in Africa

levels to address them.

The Least Developed Countries Report 2007: 

Knowledge, Technological Learning and Innovation 

for Development

The

innovation in LDCs

www.unctad.org/ldcr
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“This Report is particularly important because it focuses on a new area that we usually do not associate with the 

least developed countries, which is their emerging interest to use science and technology as a vehicle for economic

transformation.”
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Some of the mo

Strengthening enterprise development 

Support for commodity producers

with the International Institute for Sustainable Development, 

the International Institute for Environment and Development, 

AidEnvironment and other bodies to promote consideration 

coffee, and included the provision of technical assistance, 

standards. Activities were then extended to a number of

Training and capacity-building

CEO round table organized by Empretec in the United Republic of Tanzania

Integrated Framework for Trade-Related 

Technical Assistance to LDCs

in international trade, their productive capacities need to 

this assistance process, and should prove more effective in 

development plans.

measures to help LDCs (Cambodia, the Comoros and

developing countries

Supporting the Palestinian people

world and Ar

Helping countries with debt management 

th

technical assistance projects.

44 UNCTAD annual report 2007



47UNCTAD annual report 2007

Working towards the Millennium 

Development Goals 

-

services.

different options and instruments in this area. It also examined

improve universal access to essential services.

enhance access to essential services, such as water, par

46 UNCTAD annual report 2007

countries need better, rather than less, State involvement, 

www.unctad.org/africa/series

Economic Development in Africa 2007: Reclaiming Policy Space – 

Domestic Resource Mobilization and Developmental States

African countries should emulate those Asian economies – the

Such a strategy differs from the recent policy prescriptions 

for African countries that favour reduced government parti-

the large informal sector, making more productive use of 



6 ANNEXES
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International investment trends, issues and analysis

International investment agreements

Development Implications of International 

Recent Developments in International 

Investment policy reviews

Investment promotion and retention

International accounting and reporting issues

Enterprise development

50 UNCTAD annual report 2007

Annex A. UNCTAD publications in 2007

Title Document symbol Issue date

Macroeconomics and development policies

Statistics

Assistance to the Palestinian people

Debt management

Development of Africa
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Competition law and policy

Criteria for Evaluation the Effectiveness 

Transport and trade facilitation

Least developed countries

General

52 UNCTAD annual report 2007

Science and technology for development

Trade negotiations and commercial diplomacy

Is the Concept of Sustainable Tourism 

Trade and Development Aspects of Insurance 

Trade analysis

Trade, environment and development

Commodities
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Other meetings

Expe

on home and host countries
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Annex B. UNCTAD intergovernmental meetings in 2007

Title Dates

Trade and Development Board

Commission on Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities, and its expert meetings

Commission on Enterprise, Business Facilitation and Development, and its expert meetings

Commission on Investment, Technology and Related Financial Issues, 

and its expert meetings and subsidiary bodies

Commission on Science and Technology for Development (Economic and Social Council subsidiary body)

Working party on the medium-term plan and programme budget
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Assistance to the Palestinian people

Training courses on key issues on the international economic agenda

Development of Africa

Integrated framework

Investment issues analysis

Transnational Corporations, Extractive Industries 

56 UNCTAD annual report 2007

Annex C. UNCTAD workshops and seminars in 2007

Title Location Dates

Debt and capacity-building for debt sustainability

Trin
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Intellectual property rights

Trade negotiations and commercial diplomacy

58 UNCTAD annual report 2007

Investment policies and investment promotion

on investment promotion, with a focus on the tourism 

International investment agreements

Advanced seminar on international investment 

on recent developments in international investment 

disputes for member countries of the Islamic 

Devel
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Competition law and policy

Trade logistics

ICT and e-business development

Development impact of free and open 

New technologies and capacity building

60 UNCTAD annual report 2007

Seminar on “domestic suppo

Trade analysis

Trade, environment and development

Commodities
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Annex D. Supporting capacity-building in 2007

projects in more 

Once established, these thematic trust funds would provide 

ve.

Technical cooperation expenditures,

by region, 2007

(% of total project expenditures)

Technical cooperation expenditures,

by type of project, 2007

(% of total project expenditures)

Latin America
and the Caribbean

7% 
Europe

2%
Asia and

the Pacific
21% 

Africa
20%

Interregional
50%

Interregional
50%

Country
36%

Regional
14%

Voluntary contributions to UNCTAD technical VV

cooperation trust funds (member States,

United Nations organizations) 2007*

(thousands of dollars)

Nor

a

TOTAL 39 684

a
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Annex F. Objectives, expected accomplishments and indicators of achievement for the 2006–2007 biennium

Subprogramme/

objective

Executive direction

and management

To enable UNCTAD 
to be of further 
service to its 
member States and 
to ensure full 
implementation
of the legislative 
mandates provided

Subprogramme

1A –

Globalization,

interdependence

and development 

To promote eco-
nomic policies and 
strategies at the 
national, regional 
and international 
levels that are 
supportive of sus-
tained growth 
and poverty reduction 
in developing 
countries, based 
on faster capital 
accumulation and 
increased gains from 
globalization, against

Expected

accomplishments

a. Increased 
recognition by 
member States 
of the relevance of 
UNCTAD work

b. Mandates are 
effectively
implemented

c. Improvement in 
the mainstreaming 
of gender 
perspective in the 
work of UNCTAD

d. Programme of 
work is effectively 
managed and 
supported by staff 

resources

a. Better 
understanding of 
policy choices at 
the national and 
international levels 
and their implications 
for faster and more 
stable growth and 
poverty reduction in 
developing countries 
as a result of policy 
advocacy

b. Progress towards 
solving the debt 
problems of deve-
loping countries 
through better debt 
management and, 
as appropriate, 
debt relief

Indicators of 

achievement

a. Number of 
member States 
represented at the 
annual sessions of 
the Trade and 
Development Board

b. Full 
implementation of 
recommendations 
arising from 
evaluations endorsed 
by UNCTAD inter-rr
governmental bodies 
within established 
deadlines

c. Increased number 
of initiatives and 
cooperation activities 
incorporating a 
gender perspective

d. (i) Timely 
   recruitment 
   and placement 
   of staff

   (ii) Full and 
   effective utilization
   of resources

a. Number of 
endorsements
of policy recommen-
dations and 
acknowledgement

by member States

b. (i) Number of
   institutions using
   the Debt 
   Management and
   Financial Analysis
   System

Performance 

measures

120
countries

100 per 
cent imple-
mentation

10
initiatives*

Average of 
140 days 
during
which a 
post remains 
vacant

99 per cent 
expenditure 
compared 
to funds 
available

26 endorse-
ments/
acknowledge-
ments*

100
institutions

Actual performance 

in 2006

122 countries

100 per cent
implementation

6 initiatives

Average of 195 days 
during which a post
remains vacant

72.1 per cent
expenditure 
compared to funds 
available

30 endorsements/ 
acknowledgements

99 institutions

Actual performance

in 2007

108 countries

94.5 per cent
implementation

4 initiatives

Average of 154
days during which
a post remains
vacant (vacancies
opened and closed
in 2007)

99.1 per cent
expenditure
compared to funds
available

18 endorsements/ 
acknowledgements

99 institutions

Above, on or

below target

Below target

Below target

On target

Below target

On target

Above target

On target

* Performance target for the biennium

Annex E. Selected UNCTAD technical cooperation programmes by region

64 UNCTAD annual report 2007



67UNCTAD annual report 2007

a. Increased ability 
at the national level 
to discuss interna-
tional investment 
issues and their 
development
dimension

b. Better underst-
anding of policies 
that will attract and 

direct investment and 
technology transfer 
and the development 
dimension of interna-
tional agreements

c. Improved oppor-
tunities for enterprises 
in developing coun-
tries and countries 
with economies in 
transition to enhance 
their competitiveness 
through deepened 
linkages between 
domestic and foreign 

understanding of 
emerging issues 
in accounting and 
reporting standards, 
corporate responsi-
bility, transparency 
and good corporate 
practices

a. Improved under-rr
standing and 
better ability of 
developing countries 
to analyse, formulate 
and implement 
appropriate trade 
policies and strategies
in international trade, 
the international 
trading system and 
trade negotiations, 
and improved 
capacity to meet the 
challenges of market 
access and entry 
conditions for 
developing countries’ 
exports

a. Number of poli-
cymakers and other 
stakeholders
who indicate that 
they are better able 
to discuss interna-
tional investment-
related issues

b. Number of policy 
recommendations 
taken into account by 
Member States

c. Percentage of 
countries indicating 
that policy advice 
and technical 
assistance provided 
by UNCTAD were 
useful in the design 
of policies aimed 
at enhancing the 
competitiveness of 
their enterprises

a. (i) Increased 
participation of 
developing countries 
in world trade and the 
international trading 
system.

Subprogramme 2 – 

Investment,

enterprise and 

technology

To assure develop-
mental gains from 
increased international 

technology transfer 
to developing coun-
tries and countries 
with economies in 
transition and from 
enhanced international 
competitiveness of 
domestic enterprises 
in those countries

Subprogramme 3 

– International 

trade

To assure develop-
mental gains from 
international trade, 
the trading system 
and trade negotiations 
in goods and 
services and to en-
hance the commodity 
sector’s contribution 
to the development 
process for the ef-

integration of 
developing countries 
and countries with 
economies in 
transition in the 
global economy

160 com-
munications
expressing 
usefulness
of the sub-
programme’s 
publications*

25 policy 
recommenda-
tions taken 
into account

70 per cent 
of countries

70 per cent 
of propos-
als to WTO 
Ministerial
Conference 
are made by 
developing
countries

85 communications
expressing usefulness
of the subprogramme

30 policy 
recommendations 
taken into account

71 per cent of
countries

69 per cent of
proposals to WTO 
Ministerial
Conference are 
made by developing 
countries

93 communications
expressing usefulness
of the subprogramme

37 policy
recommendations
taken into account

70 per cent of
countries

71 per cent of
proposals to WTO
Ministerial
Conference are
made by developing
countries

Above target

Above target

On target

Above target
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c. Improved 
empirical and 
statistical
foundations and 
informational base 
for decision-making 
at the national and 
international levels 

and economic 
policies and 
development
strategies

d. Improved policy 
and institutional 
environment and 
enhanced international 
cooperation in the 
development of the 
Palestinian economy 
by strengthening 
UNCTAD activities 

the provision of 
adequate resources

a. Increase in the 
range of national and 
international policy 
choices to promote 
African development 
in the areas of 
expertise of UNCTAD

b. Increased utilization 
of services provided 
in support of the 
New Partnership 
for Africa’s Develop-
ment and various 
intergovernmental 
and inter-agency 
initiatives with 
regard to Africa

(ii) Increased number
    of countries having  
    improved external
    debt positions or
    having gained
    international
    commitments to
    that end

c. Number of 
requests from outside
users for statistical
publications and
informational
materials in both
electronic and
hard-copy format

d. Number of policy 
and legislative
measures and inter-rr
national cooperation
initiatives taken

a. Increased number
of endorsements 
by African States
of policy 
recommendations

b. Increased number
of requests for
assistance in support
of the New
Partnership and other
such initiatives

the background 
of increasing 
interdependence 
between the 
international trading 

systems and national 
development
strategies
and the need for 
their coherence 

Subprogramme 1B 

– Development of 

Africa

To promote African 
economic develop-
ment and fuller 
participation and 
successful integration 
of African countries
into the world 
economy

19
countries*

25,000
requests

10 measures/ 
initiatives*

30 endorse-
ments in
articles and
interviews

6 requests
for assis-
tance*

13 countries

25,000 requests

5 measures/ 
initiatives

113 endorsements
in articles and
interviews

7 requests for
assistance

20 countries

Figures not available
at time of publishing

11 measures/ 
initiatives

135 endorsements
in articles and
interviews

9 requests for
assistance

Above target

Above target

Above target

Above target
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a. Improved trade 
logistics of 
developing countries 
through, among 
other things, 
strengthening of 

trade facilitation 
and customs and 
legal frameworks

b. Improved 
awareness and 
understanding by 
developing countries 
of the policy and 
strategy options 
of the economic 
applications of 
information and 
communication
technologies

c. Strengthened 
human resources 
development
capacity in 
developing countries 

investment and 
trade-supporting 
services

a. Increased 
analytical
understanding and 
consensus in the 
global economy 
of the development 
problems of least 
developed countries, 
small island 
developing States 
and landlocked 
developing countries, 
and the related 
special problems 
and challenges 
faced by transit 
developing countries, 
as well as 
structurally weak 
and small, vulnerable 
economies

a. Increased number 

taken by developing 
countries to improve 

and trade facilitation

b. Increased number 

taken by developing 
countries to address 
economic implica-
tions of information 
and communication 
technologies

c. Percentage of 
trained trainers 
having successfully 
delivered training

a. Increased 
number of policy 
actions agreed and 
recommended by 
least developed 
countries and their 
development partners

Subprogramme

4 – Services 

infrastructure for 

development, trade 

human resources 

development

To improve the 
competitiveness in 
international trade 
of developing coun-
tries and countries 
with economies in 
transition through 

trade-supporting 
services, better and 
increased utilization 
of information 
technology and 
development of 
training capacity

Subprogramme 5 – 

Special needs of 

least developed 

countries, small 

island developing 

States and land-

locked developing 

countries, and the 

related special 

problems and 

challenges faced 

by transit 

developing

countries

20 actions

28 actions

70 per cent

7 policy 
actions

10 actions

10 actions

25 per cent

5 policy actions
(estimate)

23 actions

29 actions

70 per cent

16 policy actions

Above target

Above target

On target

Above target
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b. Strengthened 
analytical,
statistical and i
nformation base
for trade and trade-
related decision-
making at the
national, regional
and international 
levels

c. Strengthened 
capacity of
developing countries 
to integrate
commodity
production and trade 
into development

d. Improved
capability of
developing countries 
to identify and
address competition
and consumer
protection issues
and to deal effectively 
with restrictive 
business practices

e. Strengthened
capacity of developing 
countries to pursue 
both trade and trade 
policy objectives and 
sustainable develop-
ment objectives in a 
mutually supportive 
fashion in the context 
of the international 
trading system

(ii) The number 
of policy
recommendations 
taken into account 
by member States

b.Increased number 
of registered and 
subscribing users 
of the Trade 
Analysis and 
Information
Analysis System, 
the World Integrated 
Trade Solution and 
the Agriculture 
Trade Policy 
Simulation Model

c. Number of 
countries in which 
substantive
progress is made 
in the contribution 
of the commodities 
sector to
development

d. Number of 
countries making 
progress in 
competition or 
consumer-protection 
legislation,

the preparation, 
adoption or revision 
of legal instruments 
or through measures 
aimed at enforcing 
their implementation

e. Number of actions 
taken by developing 
countries to reconcile 
trade policy with 
sustainable develop-
ment objectives 
in international 
discussions and 
negotiations or 

policy measures 
at the national, 
regional and 
international levels

15 recom-
mendations

35,000
users and/
or trained 
national
personnel

20 countries

11 countries

90 actions

10 recommendations

35,000 users 
and/or trained 
national personnel

12 countries

5 countries

50 actions

30 recommendations

70,000 users 
and/or trained 
national personnel

20 countries

14 countries

90 actions

Above target

Above target

On target

Above target

On target
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International coordination meeting, UNCTAD Port 

Training Programme, Dublin, Ireland
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b. Better integration 
of trade policies and 
priorities in the
national development 
plans of least devel-
oped countries
through the implemen-
tation of the Integrated 
Framework for Trade-
Related Technical 
Assistance to Least 
Developed Countries

c. Increased analytical 
understanding of the 
problems of the least 
developed countries, 
and research and 
policy analysis in 
support of them,
including through 
the annual publica-
tion of The Least
Developed Countries 
Report

d. Enhanced interna-
tional cooperation to
improve transit trans-
port for the trade of
landlocked developing 
countries, within a new
global framework for
transit transport coop-
eration for landlocked 
and transit developing 
countries

e. Contribution to
the follow-up to the
international meeting 
on the sustainable 
development of small
island developing 
States in 2005

b. Number of 
countries making 
efforts to mainstream 
their trade policies 
and priorities into 
their national 
development plans

c. Timeliness, 
quality and relevance 
of the analytical 
work undertaken, 
including with respect 
to the annual Least 
Developed Countries 
Report, as indicated 
by the number of 
endorsements of 
policy recommenda-
tions and acknowl-
edgement of research 

developed countries

d. Number of 
landlocked
developing countries 
making progress 
in the improvement 
of their transit-
transport agreements 
within a new global 
framework for transit 
transport cooperation 
for landlocked and 
transit developing 
countries,
and other trade 
facilitation measures

b. Timely 
completion
of inputs to this 
follow-up

To promote
progressive and

-
tion into the global
economy of least
developed
countries and
facilitate their smooth
graduation and to
respond to the
special needs of
small, vulnerable
economies, small
island developing
States and
landlocked
developing countries
within a new global
framework for transit
transport cooperation
for landlocked
and transit
developing
countries, in
accordance with
the Almaty
Programme of Action

10 countries

60
statements

21 countries

100 per cent 
of inputs 
completed

8 countries
(estimate)

40 statements 
(estimate)

The transit transport 
situation for many 
of the 31 landlocked 
developing countries 
has become more 
complicated in the 
recent past, limiting 
progress on this front; 
for example, the 
deterioration of 
physical trade-related 
transport infrastructure 
in general due to a 
shortage of mainte-
nance funds, contin-
ued political instability 
affecting landlocked 
developing countries, 
and the non-imple-
mentation and/or 
arbitrary interpretation 
of transit agreements, 
have contributed to 
this situation

75 per cent of inputs 
(estimate)

10 countries

60 statements

could not be 

situation has not 
improved

100 per cent 
of inputs

On target

On target

Below target

On target
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