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NOTE 
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PREFACE 
 

 
As I write these words, stock markets around the world are experiencing a 
prolonged period of instability; liquidity is beginning to dry up; and still many 
advanced industrialized countries have not been able to resuscitate their 
economies. Meanwhile, lower-income developing countries watch nervously 
and wonder how they may be affected if a “double dip” or Global Economic 
Crisis II does materialize. Next week it may be worse, or better, or more of 
the same. But what is certain is the volatility of markets and the current 
fragility of confidence in the recovery will remain unless a different course is 
set. Three years on from the worst global economic crisis since the 
Depression, many policymakers are still sleeping at the wheel. 
 
In contrast, UNCTAD’s Public Symposium, which is now in its third year, 
debated and advocated a wide range of ideas and policy options directly 
addressing the challenges facing governments, civil society and the 
international community today. Questions about unregulated financial 
markets, destabilizing global imbalances, and even greater systemic threats 
arising from climate change and environmental collapse took centre stage at 
the 2011 session of the Symposium, and participants came up with some 
compelling answers. It is now our job to publicize and take up these ideas in 
our work and advocate for action that goes beyond what is frequently – and 
accurately – described as “business as usual”. 
 
This publication is part of that process. It provides a summary of some of this 
year’s discussions and reflects the perspectives of a broad range of 
stakeholders from every corner of the world. Their contributions contained 
innovative ideas about global economic reform, sustainable development 
and how they can now progress so that the next era of globalization will 
benefit everyone. Indeed, inclusivity was a theme of the Symposium and will 
be a precondition for future stable growth and development. Inclusive 
discussions are the start of that process and here the United Nations has the 
constituency to play a leading role.  
 
Over the next year, there will be two major international events which the 
Symposium consciously anticipated and pointed to: first, UNCTAD–XIII in 
April 2012; and second, immediately afterwards, the Rio+20 United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development. We aim to amplify the ideas and 
contributions contained in this publication, particularly on global financial and 
monetary reform, and on the green economy, so that they may positively 
influence the outcome of these two events and the impact they may both 
have for sustainable development.  
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank all 
those who so enthusiastically participated in the Symposium, and to thank 
the many civil society networks and other international organizations that 
have joined us in this effort. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Supachai Panitchpakdi 
Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 
 
We are living through difficult times. We have just gone through a major 
global economic and financial crisis, and the effects of that crisis are still 
affecting many countries badly. Some fear that the crisis is not really behind 
us, and that there remains a risk of strong aftershocks. As we stumble from 
one emergency to the next, the perspectives of policymakers too often 
remain short-term, focused on managing crises rather than addressing their 
root causes.  
 
Food prices are soaring to the levels that caused hunger and political turmoil 
only three years ago, and it is increasingly clear that this is the result of the 
same kind of financial speculation that caused the housing bubble and the 
financial crisis. In many countries, young people are suffering from ever-
higher levels of unemployment, and their frustration is reflected in the turmoil 
that we are seeing in some North African and Middle Eastern countries. And 
as we live through these difficulties, we have to face up to the supremely 
difficult task of analysing their causes and selecting the best responses.  
 
The third UNCTAD Public Symposium was certainly not short of imagination, 
and it is clear that realistic and feasible policy alternatives exist for reforming 
the global governance architecture, as well as promoting the transition to a 
green economy. The next step is articulating these ideas to the broadest 
constituency possible and building support for them at upcoming multilateral 
meetings, as well as in regional and national initiatives.  
 
At the thirteenth ministerial session of UNCTAD (UNCTAD–XIII), to be held 
in April 2012 in Qatar, a major step forward could be achieved. The theme 
selected by UNCTAD member States – “Development-centred globalization: 
Towards inclusive and sustainable growth and development” – conveys a 
strong message, even before a word is spoken at the Conference. It 
emphasizes that globalization must be managed in such a way as to put 
development at its heart, and that development must be shared by everyone 
without jeopardizing the living standards of future generations. These are 
important principles that must be central to our response to the difficulties I 
have just referred to.  
 
In exploring how best to tackle the multiple challenges facing the 
international community, it is also imperative that the views and energies of 
all be taken into account and used. Governments, international organizations, 
civil society and the private sector must forge partnerships in order to 
combine their forces and achieve greater results than any one party could 
achieve alone. Partnership is the name of the game, but it must be a real 
partnership with real engagement and real results.  
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UNCTAD, and its member States, have long recognized the importance and 
positive contribution of civil society organizations in promoting an inclusive, 
sustainable and equitable development. Partnership with civil society is of 
strategic importance if we are to bring about change in our patterns of 
consumption, production, trade and finance. Civil society brings its 
constituencies’ concerns and aspirations for a better world to these 
international debates, and we count on its continued commitment and 
support.   
 
On behalf of UNCTAD and its member States, I wish to thank all civil society 
participants and partner organizations for joining forces with the UNCTAD 
secretariat to put together such an interesting, stimulating and enriching 
event. I hope that everyone will engage constructively at the national, 
regional and international levels to carry forward the energy and ideas 
generated during the Symposium to the preparatory discussions for 
UNCTAD–XIII and to the deliberations at the Conference itself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador Luis Manuel Piantini Munnigh 
President 

UNCTAD Trade and Development Board 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
UNCTAD’s third Public Symposium, organized in cooperation with the United 
Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service and other partners, was held in 
Geneva from 22 to 24 June 2011. The Symposium discussed (a) making 
trade and finance work for full and productive employment and to reduce 
inequalities; (b) the financial and monetary reforms necessary to ensure 
sustainable economic growth; and (c) how the transition to a green 
economy, in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, 
could be fair and equitable.  
 
The event brought together more than 250 representatives of civil society, 
the private sector, governments, parliaments, academia, the media, United 
Nations agencies, and other international organizations. The participants 
debated and exchanged views on topics likely to dominate the global 
political, trade and finance agenda in the coming years – including at 
UNCTAD–XIII (2012), at the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (2012), and at the G–20 summit (2011). The 
Symposium included a combination of plenary and breakout sessions, 
organized by UNCTAD, civil society organizations and partner organizations.  
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PLENARY SESSIONS 
 
 
Opening plenary 
 
Opening the Symposium, Mr. Luis Manuel Piantini Munnigh (Dominican 
Republic), President of the Trade and Development Board, said that the 
Symposium needed to identify practical recommendations flowing from its 
theme of seeking to put people and the planet at the heart of globalized 
trade and finance, and noted that this had much in common with the main 
theme for UNCTAD XIII. In exploring how best to tackle the multiple 
challenges facing the international community, the partnership among 
governments, international organizations, civil society and the private sector 
must engage fully, and must lead to visible results. In that regard, he 
stressed the importance of reconsidering the role of the G-20 in order to 
make it better serve the priorities of developing countries. 
 
In his introductory remarks, the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, Mr. 
Supachai Panitchpakdi, said that the economic framework and culture that 
had driven the last era of globalization had not altered significantly since the 
end of the crisis. The recovery from the crisis itself continued to feature high 
unemployment and be characterized by downward pressure on wages. In 
addition, it was now facing pressing issues such as the eurozone debt crisis, 
high commodity prices, and a historic high level of atmospheric carbon. 
Looking forward to UNCTAD XIII in 2012, there was a need to examine the 
values and culture that could define a new era – the next era – of 
globalization, that would have sustainability and inclusivity as its aims. 
UNCTAD’s recent work had demonstrated the need for (a) development 
banks; (b) increased transparency and tighter regulation of commodity 
markets; (c) systemic responses to debt crises; (d) innovative sources of 
finance to assist the shift to low-carbon technologies; (e) improved 
mechanisms for technology transfer; and (f) South–South cooperation, as a 
source of new policy ideas and of countervailing power at the multilateral 
level.  
 
The UNCTAD Secretary-General noted that, beyond the specific policy 
reforms, a more inclusive development agenda needed to rebuild trust and 
respect diversity, and promote democracy and long-term thinking. Finance-
led globalization had drained these values and norms. In the post-crisis 
period, the G-20 had become the biggest game in town. The crucial role of 
the United Nations in supporting developing countries, in addressing their 
capacity-building needs, and in providing a platform for discussion among 
stakeholders, including civil society representatives, had not been sufficiently 
recognized. Hence, in order to ensure that the international community 
would move on, and would not find itself discussing the same problems in 
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ten years’ time, the United Nations and its constituency needed to be placed 
at the centre of a new era of development-led globalization. 
 

 
Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD, addresses Public 
Symposium participants during the opening plenary session.  
 
 
Round table I 
Financial and monetary reforms for sustainable development: Global 
and regional initiatives 
 
After the opening remarks, the Symposium began its first round table 
meeting. This was followed by interactive debate and then by focused 
breakout sessions, to debate key aspects of financial and monetary reform 
for sustainable development. 
 
The first round table was moderated by Mr. Larry Elliott, economics editor at 
the British newspaper The Guardian. The panellists included Ms. Heidemarie 
Wieczorek-Zeul, Member of the German Parliament and former Federal 
Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development; Mr. Jose Antonio 
Ocampo, Professor, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia 
University, United States, former United Nations Under-Secretary-General 
for Economic and Social Affairs, Member of the Commission of Experts of 
the President of the United Nations General Assembly on Reforms of the 
International Monetary and Financial System (the “Stiglitz Commission”) and 
former Minister of Finance, Colombia; Mr. Luiz Carlos Bresser-Pereira, 
Emeritus Professor, Getúlio Vargas Foundation, and former Minister of 
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Finance, Brazil; Mr. Stephen Hale, Acting Head of Advocacy, Oxfam 
International, Switzerland; and Mr. Emmanuel Gyekye Tanoh, Team Leader, 
Third World Network-Africa, Ghana. 
 
Most participants concurred that even though the world economy was 
technically no longer in recession, the crisis was not over yet. Even though 
the coordinated global response seen at the beginning of the crisis had been 
successful in avoiding another Great Depression, many fundamental 
systemic issues still needed to be addressed. These included the need to 
reform the financial architecture and to strengthen global and regional 
governance structures. At the same time, all panellists emphasized the rise 
of new threats, such as the rising public debt in many developed countries, 
and highlighted the need for a more holistic development approach. 
 
The panellists identified reform of the world financial and monetary 
architecture as one of the most urgent tasks to be undertaken in order to 
avoid a new crisis. Deregulation of the banking sector was considered the 
main cause of the financial meltdown in 2008, together with the excess faith 
placed in the efficient market hypothesis, and rising global imbalances. For 
some participants, the Washington Consensus and its neoliberal policies had 
damaged the core of the world economy. Therefore, the opportunity provided 
by the crisis to establish new global financial rules and regulations should 
not be wasted. At the same time, national strategies and regulations for the 
financial sector should also be designed and implemented. 
 
It was noted that international financial and monetary reforms should tackle 
the problem of capital inflows from developed countries to developing 
countries. Such inflows created bubbles, which risked interrupting growth in 
developing countries’ economies. At the same time, they were concerned 
about central banks in targeted countries having to accumulate a 
disproportionate amount of reserves. Global imbalances had, in fact, 
resumed since the lowest point of the financial crisis, and long-term issues 
such as economic growth and job creation should remain at the forefront of 
the international agenda. Some forms of capital control should be 
implemented, in order to mitigate financial imbalances. 
 
Participants expressed strong support for regulation of the shadow banking 
system, in particular derivatives markets and over-the-counter transactions, 
due to their high financial risk and threat to the stability of the world financial 
system. The current loss of momentum in the political will that had been 
present at the beginning of the financial crisis was threatening the 
achievement of a satisfactory outcome on this crucial problem. Credit rating 
agencies were seen by the panel as exacerbating financial risks. The 
methodology that they used to establish ratings was rather opaque, and the 
likelihood of conflict of interest was a primary concern of participants.  
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Some participants noted that the Bretton Woods institutions, despite their 
role, had failed to identify the roots of the crisis; this was in addition to an 
already existing poor track record on analysing, preventing and mitigating 
financial crises. Furthermore, one participant stated that these institutions 
would work better if they were organized into a network of regional banks 
and funds that tailored their lending to the specificities of the region they 
were operating in. 
 

 
Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Member of the German Parliament and former 
Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, during the first round 
table debate. 
 
All participants highlighted the need to strengthen international cooperation 
and global governance. In the area of international cooperation, it was 
reported that, in their early responses to the crisis, several governments and 
central banks around the world had managed to coordinate their efforts, and 
that the results had been fairly successful. With regard to global governance, 
one speaker praised the French initiative at the G-20 for framing a common 
structure to deal with international issues. And yet, several speakers noted 
that global leadership remained weak. In addition, many speakers insisted 
that the G-20 had a problem with regard to representation. As one panellist 
emphasized, there was not one least developed country (LDC) at the G-20, 
and there was fairly uneven geographical representation. In addition, 
although the G-20 summits in late 2008 and early 2009 had helped the world 
to deal effectively with the financial and economic crisis, that momentum had 
unfortunately been lost, as divergences among G-20 members had 
increased. 
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Many participants stated that the United Nations appeared to be the most 
legitimate international forum and body able to deal with international 
financial reforms. Most participants called for a reinforcing of the role of the 
United Nations. The United Nations was described as the most inclusive 
platform, and as one that could enable the engagement of the entire 
international community and could provide a legitimate basis for the 
responses and reforms, which should be aligned with broader sustainable 
development objectives. At the onset of the financial crisis, one of the core 
recommendations of the Stiglitz Commission had been the creation of an 
international panel of experts tasked with assessment and monitoring of both 
short-term and long-term systemic risks in the global economy. Many 
participants regretted that the recommendations had not yet been followed 
up in practice. Some participants stated that the United Nations should 
establish an economic governance council, based on the model of the 
Security Council, to ensure better economic coordination and coherence with 
broader development objectives. Moreover, all participants agreed that 
international economic and financial reforms needed to be discussed at 
United Nations level, and that synergies between the Bretton Woods 
institutions, the G-20 and the United Nations should be established. 
 

 
Mr. Luiz Carlos Bresser-Pereira, Professor at the Getulio Vargas Foundation and 
former Minister of Finance of Brazil, speaks during the first round table debate. 
 
Some participants acknowledged the progress made at the international and 
national level. One speaker gave the example of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act, stating that this should serve as a 
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model for the rest of the world. Progress had also been achieved in the area 
of uncooperative tax havens, with the signing of more than 600 bilateral 
agreements aiming at increased transparency in tax affairs. Some speakers 
also recommended an increased role for the United Nations Committee of 
Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters, and that it be upgraded 
to an intergovernmental body. 
 
Regional cooperation was the focus of much debate among panellists. One 
speaker suggested the creation of a regional pool of reserves to help 
respond to various crises, including in commodity prices. While one speaker 
mentioned the setting up of regional agreements in Asia, in particular the 
Chiang Mai Initiative, another panellist reminded the audience that the 
Chiang Mai Initiative had not been used at the height of the crisis. Another 
participant stated that regional funds should not replicate global institutions 
on a smaller scale, but should instead be true alternatives to the current 
global institutions. With regard to the current European debt crisis, several 
speakers mentioned that European Governments should collaborate more 
and use all available tools to stabilize the situation. 
 

 
Participants from private sector and civil society listen to the debate. 
 
Regarding the issue of sovereign debt crisis, the question was how to reduce 
the severity and the frequency of debt crises in the future. While one speaker 
said that the high level of sovereign debt was caused by weak political 
systems in which borrowing against future and long-term public assets was 
at odds with the short political cycle, resulting in intergenerational debt, the 
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majority of speakers said that rising public debt was, in most cases, the 
result of failure of the private financial system and consequent rescuing by 
governments. To lessen the chance of future crises, participants pointed to 
the need for an early warning system. In the case of developing economies, 
particularly in the LDCs, there was a need for new initiatives to help 
countries deal with and avoid debt crises. It was noted that UNCTAD was 
proposing a set of principles to serve as guidance for responsible lending 
and borrowing. The ongoing debt crisis in the euro zone highlighted the 
absence of a debt-crisis resolution mechanism. Participants suggested that it 
was time to think about and discuss how to have a comprehensive system to 
make debt resolution more timely, fair and orderly. 
 
Overall, participants called for a more inclusive and holistic approach to 
development. There had been many debates on the financial crisis, but not 
enough attention had been paid to the social dimension – to inequality – and 
how this related to the global crisis. Instead of promoting growth, 
governments were promoting austerity measures and cutting back on 
spending. More poor households were being pushed into debt, to 
compensate for the losses in income. In addition, there was less investment 
in productive economic activities. It was stated that in order to create more 
jobs and income, there should be increasing investment in labour-intensive 
industries. This raised the question of where financing for development 
should come from. A new source of financing for development which was 
being proposed was a tax on financial transactions. A tax rate of 0.05 per 
cent would help raise significant funding towards helping developing 
countries’ achievement of development objectives, including the Millennium 
Development Goals. 
 
 
Round table II 
Making the transition to a green economy fair and equitable 
 
The second round table was moderated by Mr. Jamil Chade, Geneva 
correspondent of the Brazilian newspaper O Estado de São Paulo. The 
panellists included Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, United Nations 
Environment Programme (by video link); Mr. Chandran Nair, Founder and 
Chief Executive, Global Institute for Tomorrow, Hong Kong SAR, China; Mr. 
Mark Halle, Director, Trade and Investment, International Institute for 
Sustainable Development, Switzerland; Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, 
Environment and Occupational Health Policy Officer, International Trade 
Union Confederation, France; and Mr. Jomo Kwame Sundaram, Assistant 
Secretary-General, United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs. 
 
Panellists emphasized that recent discussions on the green economy had 
focused on the environmental aspects of future economic growth. In 
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particular, these discussions had concluded that today’s resource-intensive 
economic growth was based on an underpricing of environmental and social 
resources, which could not be sustained in the future. It was stated that the 
current situation had already led to serious environmental damage and 
resource depletion worldwide. Moreover, developing countries – where the 
majority of the human population lives – were expected to continue growing 
faster than developed countries. If this allowed citizens of developing 
countries to afford consumption patterns similar to those in developed 
countries, the depletion of natural resources would be accelerated to an 
extent that would result in worldwide environmental disaster.  
 
In order to avoid such a scenario, the solution was for the world economy to 
make the transition towards a green economy, in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication. This could be achieved by redirecting 
economic activity towards sectors, technologies, products, processes, 
business models, ways of life and consumption patterns that were more 
environmentally friendly. The main driver of this process was reorientation of 
public policy and consumer tastes, which was bringing about changes in the 
incentive structure. These changes were creating new business 
opportunities, as the corporate world exploited the potential offered by the 
new incentives. The process had already started, and firms were 
increasingly taking carbon liability into account.  
 

 
Mr. Jamil Chade, Correspondent of O Estado de São Paulo, moderates the second 
round table debate on "Making the transition to a green economy fair and equitable". 
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The only way to reduce the human environmental footprint was by 
decoupling economic growth and development (both of which remained 
essential to supporting a growing world population) from pollution, 
consumption of natural resources and depletion of the world’s ecosystems. 
Through a transition to a green economy, countries could achieve this 
decoupling. 
 
Some panellists stated that the world economy had not yet fully recovered 
from the recession of 2008–2009, and that it was running the risk of falling 
into renewed recession. They stated that the new growth and investment 
opportunities that were offered by transition to a green economy – boosted 
by adequate policy incentives – should contribute to the world economy 
overcoming its current weaknesses. However, there was no consensus on 
this point. One panellist questioned the timeliness of embarking on a new 
system in the present context. He argued that given the prevailing risks for 
economic growth, the priority should be to get economic growth on track.  
 
It was noted that there had been criticism of the current predominant vision 
of the green economy and of the transition towards it, because it could 
possibly deflect attention from the broader concept of sustainable 
development as recognized by Agenda 21 (1992). By focusing almost 
exclusively on the environmental aspect of sustainable development, that 
vision of the green economy had neglected the other pillars of sustainable 
development – i.e. the social and the economic pillars. Therefore, it had 
marginalized economic development, social progress, equity, and the 
distribution or redistribution of natural and economic resources, both among 
countries and within countries. Moreover, that vision implied leaving private 
corporations to drive the transition. And yet, it was doubtful that the same 
actors who had been leading the current economic paradigm could drive the 
transition. Although over the last 20 years firms had been adopting topical 
changes to adapt to environmental concerns, they had left the basic 
principles of their operations untouched. This had meant preserving the main 
features of the current paradigm – which had led to overconsumption of 
natural resources and environmental degradation. 
 
One panellist argued that the transition towards a green economy would 
happen inevitably, whether by default or by design. Several participants 
stated that if the latter option was going to prevail, it must be driven by a new 
development paradigm with the potential to shift economies away from the 
unsustainable and highly inequitable models of today, and to promote new 
jobs, markets and technology, and to achieve sustainable development. 
Within the context of sustainable development, effective principles for the 
green economy already existed, but they needed to be faithfully 
implemented. They included:  
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a) Recognizing constraints and limits to economic growth set by 
nature, and acting accordingly; 

b) Strong leadership by nation states, which could do very much 
locally; 

c) Nations states working in association with the private sector, e.g. 
through public–private partnerships; 

d) Full internalization of environmental costs into prices; 
e) Investment, by the public and private sectors, in new areas and 

technologies oriented towards the future, rather than trying to 
preserve existing structures and interests; 

f) Economic growth with a high capacity for generating decent jobs, 
including for women, youth, and marginal workers;  

g) Paying attention both to the transition and to the final goals; 
h) Using a broad range of policy instruments and measures, such 

as cross-subsidies, as well as compensation mechanisms, 
financial resources to meet adjustment costs – including 
adequate social protection floors, and correct economic signals; 

i) Addressing inequalities between and within countries by 
redistributing material and natural wealth; 

j) Inclusiveness and transparency, by incorporating all relevant 
actors – including workers and civil society organizations, and by 
preserving social diversity; 

k) Bottom-up building of social and economic alternatives based on 
cooperativeness and solidarity. Many local initiatives were 
already in place, showing that environmentally-friendly ways of 
life, production and consumption were possible; 

l) Equity, human rights (including basic rights such as water, food, 
housing, education, public health, and sanitation), and 
democracy; 

m) New measures of social, economic and environmental well-
being, as alternatives to gross domestic product (GDP); and 

n) Resilience of societies and economies. 
 
It was stated that the correct economic principles should be implemented in 
order to steer the transition. Oil prices, for instance, should be determined by 
consideration of the future of the planet, rather than in markets, where they 
were currently driven by financialization. Fossil fuels received massive 
subsidies worldwide, which provided perverse incentives and reinforced the 
old and unsustainable environmental and economic model. Eliminating these 
subsidies would therefore be necessary in the transition. However, this move 
must be carefully targeted, so that the poor, who often benefited directly or 
indirectly from the subsidies, could continue to meet their food and fuel 
needs, and so that new employment was available for workers from 
displaced economic activities. Additionally, energy alternatives must be 
provided to the poor, who used biomass very intensively. This was one way 
of ensuring that the transition would be pro-poor. 
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Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, Environment and Occupational Health Policy Officer at the 
International Trade Union Confederation, and Mr. Chandran Nair, Founder and Chief 
Executive of the Global Institute for Tomorrow. 
 
There was consensus that the main challenge in transitioning to a green 
economy, for developed countries, was to move away from present 
production and consumption patterns, which were associated with sunk-in 
investments and entrenched habits and lifestyles. This implied confronting 
vested corporate and political interests associated with those patterns. 
Developed countries and some of their research centres and corporations 
were the ones that had advanced the most towards environmentally friendly 
technologies and modes of production and consumption. Therefore, they 
started the transition with an advantage. They needed to take the lead in 
making the transition, while actively providing developing countries with 
technological, capacity-building and financial assistance, to support the 
transition of poorer countries. 
 
Developing countries faced the transition with the major challenge of 
orienting their economic growth and social development via a path different 
from that previously followed by developed countries. Developing countries 
needed to devise alternative social models and types of technology, 
production and consumption, and yet they were the most constrained in 
terms of finance, technology and institutions. If these countries did not 
embark upon the transition, they would find themselves locked in the 
resource-intensive, polluting production methods and technologies of the 
past, while developed countries advanced further towards the green 
economy. This would create an environmental and economic duality that 
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would not be sustainable. Nevertheless, some developing countries had 
taken important steps in the transition towards a green economy; this 
included measures adopted by Brazil, China and India.  
 
Several participants stated that the different starting positions of developed 
and developing countries necessarily brought up the question of moral 
responsibility. In line with the principle of all countries having common but 
differentiated responsibilities, equity considerations must be integrated into 
policy frameworks to support the needs and development aspirations of 
current and future generations. While it was pointed out that apportioning 
blame was not constructive, the principle of historical responsibilities must be 
taken into account when attributing differentiated responsibilities for action 
and financing. A way of implementing this principle was to use per capita 
emission limits as a starting point.  
 

 
Participating member states listen in during the second round table debate. 
 
One panellist stated that multiple crises were brewing at present, which 
included financial, climate-change, food, and development crises. In 
response, at the beginning of 2009, the United Nations had proposed a 
Global Green New Deal that would include raising $1 trillion in finance. 
Subsequently, the G-20 had committed to raising $1.1 trillion, but almost all 
of it had been channelled to the International Monetary Fund (IMF).  
 
The panellist stated that the greatest contributor to climate change was 
greenhouse gases generated by fossil fuels. Combating these would require 
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developing renewable energy, but at present, renewable energy cost more 
than non-renewable. Therefore, public policy had to cross-subsidize 
renewables (as was already happening in Europe). This instrument had to 
be used carefully, however, because subsidies tended to be captured by 
powerful groups and therefore to persist. Other complementary instruments 
were public investment, and public–private partnerships. Those types of 
solutions could be implemented at national, regional and international levels. 
The same panellist went on to say that apart from renewables, other priority 
areas for investment in the transition towards a green economy were: 
 

a) Smallholder food agriculture, where farmers should be assisted 
and credited for investing in sustainable livelihoods;  

b) Sustainable agriculture, which must be de-industrialized, given 
that at present time it is largely hydrocarbon-based;  

c) Clean, decentralized rural energy systems; 
d) Less polluting public transportation systems. 

 
These areas and technologies could contribute to the eradication of both 
rural and urban poverty.  
 
Several participants stated that principal causes of the food crisis were the 
financialization of commodity markets, and the use of food products for 
biofuel production, which was subsidized in many developed countries. 
UNCTAD had been carrying out important analysis and policy work on both 
subjects.  
 
Many participants noted that stronger public policy action would be required 
in order to accelerate the transition towards a green economy and to steer it 
in a socially desirable direction. National governments needed to be 
mobilized, and needed to enact an array of industrial, fiscal, industrial and 
technological policies. In all these fields, governments needed policy space 
in order to have the choice among alternative options. Policy space, 
however, could be constrained and limited by international agreements and 
engagements that countries had entered into, especially those related to 
trade, investment, finance and intellectual property. Such agreements could 
be multilateral, regional or bilateral. Typically, they had been negotiated 
without prioritizing development, employment creation, preservation of 
livelihoods, or environmental protection – which should be central in the 
transition towards a green economy. 
 
Some panellists noted that the problem of shrinking policy space was 
especially acute for developing countries, whose weaker institutional 
capabilities already limited the choice of policy instruments. One example 
that was given of shrinking policy space was international investment 
agreements, which focused mainly on the protection of investors’ interests 
and rights, rather than on their responsibilities. Such agreements frequently 
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contained stabilization clauses, which limited the capacity of national 
governments to adopt more stringent environmental rules and regulations. 
International investors could consider the latter as expropriations, and sue 
governments or seek compensation from them. Moreover, bilateral 
investment agreements were frequently not transparent. The terms and 
conditions regulating relations between international investors and national 
governments were negotiated in a secretive way and were not known by the 
public. 
 

 
Mr. Marcos Arruda, Director of the Institute of Policy Alternatives for the Southern 
Cone of Latin America, addresses Public Symposium participants next to Mr. Lucas 
Assunção of UNCTAD. 
 
It was argued that there was significant policy coherence in international 
agreements on trade, investment, finance and intellectual property, but that it 
was of the wrong sort. The basic framework for sustainable development 
launched in Agenda 21 had not been adhered to by governments. 
Accelerating the transition towards a green economy may require the 
revision of some international agreements in such a way as to stop hindering 
the implementation of industrial policy, and the transfer of technology, 
particularly to developing countries.  
 
Several participants stated that the Rio+20 conference in 2012 would 
examine the green economy in the context of sustainable development. The 
aims of the conference were broad, contrary to some views which had 
depicted it as being focused too narrowly on addressing environmental 
concerns, and it encompassed decent-job generation and poverty 
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eradication. The conference should provide a fresh boost for international 
policy action on sustainable development. In doing so, it would correct the 
past situation, where the principles of sustainable development had not been 
implemented, and little if any international policy action had been taken on 
the three pillars of the 1992 summit in international negotiations and 
conferences such as those on trade, finance and the Millennium 
Development Goals. The specific content of the Rio+20 conference could 
still be influenced, as the draft text was still being discussed. It was 
necessary to put climate-change negotiations back on track, and to give 
special attention to climate finance. 
 
Some panellists noted that the second main theme of the Rio+20 conference 
(i.e. the institutional framework for sustainable development) should address 
the current shortcomings of international environmental governance. Policies 
for sustainable development should not only be coordinated within States, 
but also at the regional and international level – which implied a coherent 
global governance system. The United Nations could bring sustainable 
development together at a higher level of political guidance and governance. 
A suggestion was made to rethink the Rio+20 conference on sustainable 
development, possibly as an Economic and Social Council reinvented along 
the lines of a Council for Sustainable Development. 
 
They pointed out that, if the Conference addressed the three pillars of 
sustainable development, it should also ensure coherence among them, 
and, consequently, the coherence of international environmental, social and 
economic governance. This may require changes in some international 
economic agreements, which may contain clauses that could potentially 
jeopardize the transition towards a green economy. A clear example of the 
importance of coherence in international governance was the need to avoid 
green protectionism, and green conditionalities being attached to official 
development assistance. UNCTAD had begun work on those two issues. 

 
 
Closing plenary 
 
The closing plenary was chaired by Mr. Luis Manuel Piantini Munnigh, 
President of the UNCTAD Trade and Development Board. The Chair of the 
closing session summarized the discussions and recommendations of the 
Public Symposium. Concluding remarks were then delivered by Mr. Petko 
Draganov, Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD. This was followed by 
comments from the floor by representatives of the International Trade Union 
Confederation, the Third World Network, and the Ecological Movement of 
Mauritania. 
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Some of the most important messages of the Symposium were recalled. 
Unanimity had been expressed at the first round-table meeting that it would 
be premature to view the global financial crisis as a past event. The need for 
vigilance was emphasized with respect to further repercussions from the 
crisis, given that the measures adopted so far had been aimed at addressing 
the effects of the crisis rather than its causes, and that the root causes of the 
crisis remain unaddressed.  
 
It was a widely held view that the financial deregulation and liberalization 
advocated and fostered by the Bretton Woods institutions and the Bank for 
International Settlements were largely responsible for the crisis. The 
measures to address financial regulation after the crisis had been timid and 
uneven across developed countries. Those measures were seen by most as 
being inadequate to avert a new crisis in the future. In addition, financial 
regulation would need to be accompanied by a greater macroeconomic 
coordination in order to tackle the problem of global macroeconomic 
imbalances. 
 
Fears were expressed about a potential slowdown in global recovery, given 
the inadequacy of the post-crisis measures and the fading-out of stimulus 
packages in most countries. The room for using fiscal policy to stimulate 
recovery in developing countries was limited, owing to debt sustainability 
concerns. The situation was not better in developed countries, and the 
sovereign debt crisis in the European Union received wide attention during 
the Symposium. In particular, there was concern that this could trigger a new 
global crisis.  
 
There were also concerns about the availability of long-term funds for 
investment in productive capacities, given the current high cost of access to 
capital for many developing countries. Calls were made for national policies 
to be supplemented by supranational policies to sustain global recovery. 
Rising food insecurity in developing countries was another concern that was 
highlighted. 
 
The discussions at the second round-table meeting, on the green economy, 
emphasized that markets did not reflect adequately the environmental costs 
of production. For that reason, there was a need for the State to play a more 
prominent role, and to ensure that the total social cost was reflected in the 
value of goods and services produced. Participants agreed that current 
consumption patterns, especially in developed countries, were not 
sustainable, and that there was a need to address that issue as soon as 
possible. In addition, investment in the green economy should be stimulated 
by tax policies. Support was expressed for the proposals, made by the 
French President to the G-20, for the adoption of mechanisms to ensure 
stability in global commodity prices.  
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The recommendations of the Symposium were to press for more reforms in 
global governance; maintain the focus of development on poverty reduction; 
encourage reforms at the Bretton Woods institutions; secure greater capital 
in order to fund development; be proactive in anticipating potential future 
challenges such as climate change; set up income redistribution policies as 
a way of reducing the costs of volatility in markets; stabilize exchange rate 
regimes through the use of reserve funds and loans from regional banks; 
foster the transition towards a green, fair and equitable economy; encourage 
social equity for a better preservation of the environment; set up policies to 
increase the creation of employment opportunities; put in place national 
legislation to encourage the use of renewable energies posing no threat to 
food security; maintain over time the stability of subsidies for renewable 
energy use; and better coordinate macroeconomic policies at the global 
level. 
 
In light of the upcoming UNCTAD XIII conference being held in April 2012 in 
Doha, Qatar, with the theme “Development-centred globalization: Towards 
inclusive and sustainable growth and development”, the Chair of the closing 
session invited delegates to engage at the national, regional and 
international level to bring fresh ideas, rich experiences and practical 
suggestions and recommendations to the preparatory discussions and 
debates at the conference. The Chair called for delegates to bring their 
constituencies’ concerns and aspirations to these discussions. 
 

 
Mr. Petko Draganov, Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD, addresses Public 
Symposium participants next to Ambassador Luis Manuel Piantini Munnigh, President 
of the UNCTAD Trade and Development Board. 
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The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD, in his closing remarks, stated 
that the world may actually be in pre-crisis mode, as greater challenges 
could yet emerge in the form of climate change and environmental crises. 
This would require countries to accelerate their transition to a green 
economy. In that context, further research was needed on the issue of 
subsidies and incentives for industrial transformation, and on finding a 
commonly accepted price for carbon. 
 
Proposals were made for a financial transaction tax to finance a climate-
change adaptation fund, and for the use of public–private partnerships to 
leverage private-sector innovation and expertise with initial support from the 
State. Calls for a stronger State in developing countries were also made. In 
addition, partnerships with civil society were considered crucial to bringing 
about change in the world’s consumption, production, trade and finance 
patterns, and to building support for changes aimed at achieving sustainable 
and inclusive development. However, such participation by civil society, for 
instance in the work of the United Nations, would require further financial 
support from member States and the donor community. The Deputy 
Secretary-General called upon delegates to work towards ensuring financial 
support for the participation of civil society representatives at various United 
Nations activities, including UNCTAD XIII. 
 
Representatives of civil society echoed the need for the continued 
involvement of civil society in international debates, and for incorporating 
insights from civil society into development proposals. They emphasized that 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, speaking at the Fourth United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC-IV) held in 
Istanbul in May, 2011, had also encouraged participation by civil society in 
the activities of the United Nations. A request was made for UNCTAD to 
institutionalize procedures in that regard. There was a need to bring local 
issues to a global level, and that called for active participation and 
involvement by civil society in global forums. It was stated that the events 
currently taking place in the Arab world demonstrated the need to create a 
space for local people in policymaking at a global level. The real experiences 
of local people were critical inputs in policymaking. Finally, representatives 
thanked UNCTAD for organizing the Public Symposium, and said they were 
pleased by the high quality of the discussions and the proposals made. 
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 
 
Commodity market regulation and food security 
Led by World Development Movement 
 
It was noted that the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) food price 
index had reached record highs in February 2011, and that there had been a 
high level of volatility in food prices throughout recent years. It was stated, 
therefore, that a new food crisis might be on its way. Volatility was also 
deterring producers from making the necessary investments to increase 
productivity and production.  
 
It was agreed that many factors contributed to the current problems with food 
security and food price volatility. These included supply shocks, biofuels, 
land grabbing, increasing demand in general, lack of investment and 
research, and the value chain in commodity markets. But it had also become 
clear that an increasing financialization of commodity markets, through the 
participation of large financial investors such as banks and funds in the 
commodity derivatives markets, was taking place. It was noted that this 
changed price formation and contributed to price volatility, especially in the 
United States.  
 

 
Public Symposium participants listen to the debate on commodity market regulation 
and food security. 
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As for solutions were concerned, it was recommended to have improved 
regulation of physical and derivative commodity markets, with increased 
transparency, better prevention and management of food crises, stronger 
hedging instruments, sustainable safety nets, more investment, and more 
research. Regulation needed to be coordinated internationally, in some 
respects. Regarding the financialization of commodity markets, it would be 
desirable to have position limits, a transaction tax on high-frequency trading, 
and a rule addressing conflict of interest by banks in commodity markets. 
 
The G-20 had recently called for improved regulation for commodity markets, 
and had issued a report addressing all the various reasons listed above. As 
far as financialization was concerned, the United States had already decided 
on new legislation, including pushing over-the-counter (OTC) contracts onto 
regulated exchanges, real-time reporting of all trade data, and enforced 
aggregate position limits. In the European Union, regulatory measures were 
fragmented and the debate was ongoing. Some financial reforms dealt with 
OTC clearing, strengthening market transparency, market abuse, and 
position limits. 
 
 
Financial transaction tax: A little from a few, a lot to many 
Led by International Trade Union Confederation 
 
The session identified a series of global problems in the financial markets, 
including frequent crises and the distortive effects of speculation on the real 
economy. Speakers also explained how volatility in financial markets had 
caused job losses that would not be easily replaced. Furthermore, studies 
had shown that the next job, after losing one, offered wages that were on 
average 13 per cent lower.  
 
Moreover, the panellists examined a wide range of benefits that the financial 
transaction tax (FTT) could deliver, from reducing trading frequency and 
creating conditions for long-term investments, to producing revenue for 
global public goods. For example, the FTT could provide finances for 
climate-change adaptation and for the MDGs. The tax could also provide 
compensation for those adversely affected by various financial crises, and 
could complement national budgets in the introduction of a social protection 
floor. 
 
The meeting understood that the FTT would need to be part of a wider 
response. Moreover, different options were examined with regard to the 
collection and management of the FTT, taking into account the geography of 
global financial hubs.  
 
The French Government explained the plans of the French Presidency of the 
G-20 with regard to the FTT, and provided useful information for the way 
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forward. France no longer felt alone in pursuing the tax, because trade 
unions and civil society organizations had shown their support. The 
representative proposed avoiding the “unanimity trap” and introducing the 
tax together with those who were willing, and at the same time keeping the 
discussion framed in technical terms, rather than in ideological terms. 
Furthermore, the representative remarked that strategies should stress that 
the tax was not exceptional and that similar taxes had been introduced 
before. In order to facilitate introduction of the FTT, France would need a 
consensus in Europe, the support of some big developing countries, and a 
call for it from African leaders. 
 

 
Panellists of the breakout session titled: "Financial transaction tax: A little from a few, 
a lot to many". 
 
 
Back to the future: The unfinished business of 1944 - Bretton Woods in 
the wake of the Great Recession 
Led by Centre of Concern, World Council of Churches, and United Nations 
Non-Governmental Liaison Service 
 
This session focused on reform of the international monetary system. Centre 
of Concern presented the outcomes of a high-level seminar held in 2010, 
which had identified a contemporary form of the “Triffin dilemma” (the 
problems of using a national currency as a global reserve asset) as key to 
the issues affecting the monetary system today. Other issues reflecting the 
need for reform included the absence of adequate mechanisms for 
adjustment of imbalances and the recessionary bias in the adjustment 
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process, the volatility of currencies, the limited capacity of the system to 
ensure provision of liquidity in times of crisis, the limited opportunities for 
diversification of reserve assets, and the lack of mechanisms for policy 
coordination.  
 
Proposals for better coordination included the establishment of a Global 
Economic Council under the United Nations. In both cases, the processes 
would ensure a constituency-based system. One of the challenges for better 
coordination was how to ensure that developing countries maintained 
appropriate levels of policy space to pursue catch-up growth. With regard to 
capital flows, the proliferation of capital management techniques (including 
capital controls and prudential regulation) was seen by some as a good 
response to the problem of volatile flows. Others pointed to the need for 
these to be rationalized through some multilateral framework – although 
where such a framework could acceptably be housed remained unclear. 
With regard to Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), there was a need for a 
mechanism to increase demand or provide liquidity, as well as to diversify 
reserves and broaden the benefits of reserve creation. 
 
Another speaker noted that the 1944 Bretton Woods conference had been 
convened as a United Nations conference (even though the United Nations 
was still under construction), involving 44 countries at the time (including two 
colonies) – which revealed a commitment to inclusion that would be 
desirable to reproduce today. Two main developments had significantly 
changed the landscape since the 1940s and made reform necessary, which 
were globalization and financialization.  
 
One presentation highlighted examples of successful monetary cooperation 
among developing countries at the regional level. The benefits included 
alternative provision of development finance, and reduction of volatility in 
intraregional trade. These mechanisms had been conceived (especially in 
Latin America) to expand sovereignty and policy space through regional 
cooperation. This was quite different from a gradual renunciation of 
sovereignty, and was a key difference from the experience of the European 
Union which was currently undergoing major difficulties.  
 
The discussion suggested that perhaps global rebalancing could occur 
voluntarily, for example through trade-surplus countries raising wages or 
pursuing expansionary policies, but this was clearly not happening enough in 
the short term. There was thus a strong case for SDR allocations to trade-
deficit countries that were otherwise subject to asymmetrical demands for 
adjustment through recessionary measures. Proposals to modify IMF’s 
Articles of Agreement for a new regime on capital controls were hotly 
contested, since this may give the Fund discretion to decide when and how 
capital controls were legitimate, whereas the current Article 6 guaranteed 



  
24 

that right to all IMF members, including as a permanent feature of a 
country’s policy toolbox.  
 
 
Bringing the billions back for development 
Led by Tax Justice Network International 
 
It was noted that not only was taxation a very important tool for financing 
sustainable development – it also supported building accountable States, 
and stimulated strong institutions and democratization. All speakers at the 
session agreed that greater transparency and improved international tax 
cooperation would help to counteract the erosion of domestic tax revenues 
and capital outflows. 
 
Speakers offered divergent views about the effectiveness of the various 
current proposals and initiatives for reform. The representative of the Global 
Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes 
pointed out that her organization had now reached more than 100 member 
States. It had launched over 60 reviews, and had scheduled nearly 180. She 
stated that the Forum was nearly a global institution, and defined it as a 
“success story”. In contrast, a speaker from the Tax Justice Network 
characterized those efforts as “ineffective” and “a whitewash”, stating that 
hardly any tax information exchange agreements existed with developing 
countries. It was stated that, from the African point of view, tax evasion and 
illicit capital flows reduced tax collection, worsened income gaps, hurt 
competition, undermined trade, and drained hard-currency reserves. 
 
It was stated that information exchange on request would not be sufficient, 
and that automatic information exchange was needed. Other points that 
arose in the discussion were a stronger fight against transfer mispricing, and 
the need for better South–South cooperation in taxation. Some discussants 
warned about a race to the bottom, and urged stronger efforts in mobilizing 
domestic resources, as a remedy against “donor fatigue”. Others reported on 
regressive impacts from the tax system in their countries. Yet others spoke 
in favour of enhanced capacity-building for their tax authorities, and of 
strengthening of the civil society in tax matters. 
 
 
Taming the elephant in the room: Do we need an international debt 
crisis resolution mechanism? 
Led by Jubilee Movement 
 
The meeting received input on the need for a fair and more efficient 
sovereign debt workout mechanism from three different angles – the private 
sector, development NGOs working on debt, and UNCTAD.  
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It was agreed that existing mechanisms were not appropriate for dealing with 
the sovereign debt crisis in Europe or the problems of indebted countries in 
the global South. The latter group comprised a broad range of different 
countries, such as the beneficiaries of the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC) programme, which were considered by the international financial 
institutions to be “high risk”, as well as small island developing States 
(SIDS), and other groups. 
 
Some new instruments, which were being propagated in the context of the 
European crisis, such as collective action clauses, would be useful in a 
technical sense but fell short of providing the coherent mechanism being 
called for by all panellists. 
 
Regret was expressed that the eurozone had already lost crucial time to 
engineer the type of comprehensive workout that the unprecedented crisis 
had made necessary, by applying a policy of financing the crisis rather than 
resolving it. At the heart of this failure lay a misunderstanding of the crisis as 
one of illiquidity rather than insolvency. 
 
UNCTAD, through its projects on responsible borrowing and lending, and 
NGOs through their “Defuse the Debt Crisis” campaign, as well as several 
European governments, for example those of Germany and Norway, had 
started to put political weight behind the call for a fundamental reform of 
global debt governance. 
 
Beyond the creation of a neutral and independent workout mechanism, other 
instruments were discussed, such as audits, and new development financing 
through bonds linked to gross national income. 
 
 
Transitioning to a just and green economy to address the twenty-first 
century challenge 
Led by Oxfam International and United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison 
Service 
 
The session examined whether and how the “green economy” – in the 
context of sustainable development and poverty eradication – could deliver 
an economic model that works for people and the planet.  
 
Oxfam started the session by outlining the four-fold challenge facing the 
twenty-first century. By 2050, the world needed to (a) cut humanity’s 
ecological footprint by 33 per cent in order to live within the planet’s 
biocapacity; (b) redistribute the world’s limited resources towards those 
currently living in poverty; (c) share the planet’s resources with nearly 30 per 
cent more people – around 9 billion by 2050; and (d) accommodate a 
growing global economy, which was projected to treble by 2050. In their 
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reactions to this framing, several participants emphasized the need for an 
alternative vision of progress, prosperity and economic value – beyond 
profits, GDP growth and materialism, and towards the fundamental goods 
that societies value (“living well”, happiness, education, health, preservation 
of natural resources, and community and social relationships). The critical 
importance was highlighted of redistribution and equity both within and 
between countries.  
 
Panellists discussed the policy shifts necessary in order to achieve a just, 
green transition. Developing countries would need considerable financial 
resources to achieve the shift. The International Trade Union Confederation 
highlighted proposals for more progressive taxation, including a financial 
transaction tax, and for enhanced provision of social protection. The South 
Centre highlighted the issue of trade and investment rules as a block to 
action in developing countries (e.g. intellectual property rights), and also the 
need for technology transfer and policy space for developing countries. 
Oxfam presented ideas on alternative indicators to GDP growth as a 
measure of countries’ prosperity, in order to capture currently unvalued 
dimensions such as environmental costs, public goods, the care economy, 
and the underlying assets that economies depended on (natural, social, 
human, financial and physical). A combined Human Development Index and 
Global Ecological Footprint could be one such measure.  
 

 
Public Symposium participants debate during the breakout session on "Transitioning 
to a just and green economy to address the twenty-first century challenge".   
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Practical examples were provided of action on the ground. These included 
India’s national employment guarantee system, where communities 
prioritized work projects that helped protect natural resources, such as local 
water harvesting. In Brazil, poor communities that had been relocated as a 
result of tourism investment had been working with municipalities to 
construct appropriate housing and infrastructure and to create local 
microfinance schemes, and had been experimenting with complementary 
currencies. Groups were also taking action through campaigning – for 
instance, peasant farmer organizations that were arguing for a shift away 
from the system of industrial food production. Experiments in evaluating 
environmental costs or green GDP, in China, India and the United States, 
were also mentioned.  
 
In connection with the Rio+20 conference, participants debated the meaning 
of the term “green economy”. Some participants were concerned that the 
green economy could mean promoting exclusively market approaches and 
the commodification of nature, and sidelining the three pillars of sustainable 
development as agreed in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. There was interest in 
agreeing on common principles with regard to what a green economy must 
deliver, with a particular focus on equity.  
 
 
Green transition and poverty alleviation in Least Developed Countries: 
Taking stock of LDC-IV 
Led by Consumer Unity and Trust Society, and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 
 
LDC-IV had tried to find alternatives to unsuccessful paths of development 
and growth. Despite what speakers described as the weaknesses of the 
Istanbul Programme of Action, there would also be opportunities, which 
should be used by all stakeholders.  
 
The development of productive capacities would assist structural 
transformation, turning away from traditional patterns. Such capacities could 
be created through (a) increased energy access using renewable sources; 
(b) a green revolution in the agricultural sector; and (c) an initiative for green 
cities to adapt to migration and urbanization. 
 
The example that was given of two projects in Bangladesh that used solar 
energy showed that access to energy would be the driving force behind 
economic development. Transferring technology should imply providing 
training to the local population for designing, installing and maintaining 
technical systems. Support from the private sector would be as important as 
support from the public sector, for success in the long run. 
 
It was noted that agriculture remained the dominant sector in LDCs’ 
economies, and that the environment played an important role in wealth 
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creation. It was stated that organic goods would be very significantly less 
carbon-intensive, and could be appropriate given the need to export value-
added products. Investment in such areas could help LDCs to leapfrog a 
carbon-intensive industrial economy. 
 
It was noted that the current political momentum to strengthen the idea of a 
green economy would need to be built on sound regulatory frameworks, 
capacity-building, the removal of harmful subsidies, and prioritizing green 
investment. To facilitate the transition to a green economy, external sources 
of finance, appropriate technology, and equitable access to the world market 
would be necessary. Economic growth and environmental protection were 
both essential, and could be a chance for LDCs to alleviate poverty. 
 

 
Engaging discussions among Public Symposium participants during the afternoon 
breakout sessions.  
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ANNEX I 
PROGRAMME 

 
 

Wednesday, 22 June 2011 
 

10:00 – 10:30  OPENING 

Room XVIII  Welcoming remarks by H. E. Ambassador Luis Manuel 

Piantini Munnigh, President, UNCTAD Trade and 

Development Board 

Introductory remarks by Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, 

Secretary-General of UNCTAD 

10:30 – 13:00 ROUND TABLE I 

Room XVIII  Financial and monetary reforms for sustainable 

development: global and regional initiatives 

Moderator  Mr. Larry Elliott, Economics Editor, The Guardian,  

   United Kingdom 

Panel Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Member of the 

German Parliament and former Federal Minister for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany 

Mr. José Antonio Ocampo, Professor, School of 

International and Public Affairs, Columbia 

University, former UN Under-Secretary General for 

Economic and Social Affairs, and former Minister of 

Finance, Colombia 

Mr. Luiz Carlos Bresser-Pereira, Emeritus Professor, 

Getulio Vargas Foundation, and former Minister of 

Finance, Brazil 

Mr. Stephen Hale, Acting Head of Advocacy, Oxfam 

International, Switzerland 

Mr. Cyrille Pierre, Deputy Director, Global Economic 

Affairs and Development Strategy, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, France 
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Mr. Emmanuel Gyekye Tanoh, Team Leader, Third 

World Network-Africa, Ghana 

Reactions Mr. Eduardo Teixeira de Sousa, Senior Analyst and 

Manager, Banco Santander Totta, Portugal 

Mr. Paul Quintos, Policy Officer, IBON International, 

Philippines 

Ms. Marie-Aimée Tourres, Associate Lecturer, 

Research Centre on International Development 

(CERDI), France and Adjunct Faculty, GC University 

Lahore, Pakistan 

Ms. Yuefen Li, Head, Debt and Development Finance 

Branch, UNCTAD 

Followed by  Interactive debate 

 

14:30 – 16:00  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Room XXIV  Commodity market regulation and food  

   security  

   Led by World Development Movement 

Room XXV  Financial Transaction Tax: A little from a few,  

   a lot to many  

   Led by International Trade Union Confederation 

Room XXVI Back to the future: The unfinished business of 1944 

- Bretton Woods in the wake of the Great Recession  

Led by Center of Concern, World Council of Churches, 

and United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service 

16:30 – 18:00  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Room XXIV  Bringing the billions back for development  

   Led by Tax Justice Network International 

Room XXV Taming the elephant in the room: Do we need an 

international debt crisis resolution mechanism?  

Led by Jubilee Movement 
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Thursday, 23 June 2011 

 

10:00 – 13:00 ROUND TABLE II  

Room XVIII   Making the transition to a green economy fair  
   and equitable 

Moderator  Mr. Jamil Chade, Correspondent in Geneva,  
O Estado de São Paulo, Brazil 

Panel Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, United Nations 
Environment Programme [video link] 

Mr. Chandran Nair, Founder and Chief Executive, 
Global Institute for Tomorrow, Hong Kong SAR, China  

Mr. Mark Halle, Executive Director, International 
Institute for Sustainable Development, Switzerland 

Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, Environment and 
Occupational Health Policy Officer, International Trade 
Union Confederation, France  

Mr. Jomo Kwame Sundaram, Assistant Secretary-
General, United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs 

Reactions Mr. Marcos Arruda, Director, Institute of Policy 
Alternatives for the Southern Cone of Latin America, 
Brazil 

 Mr. Vicente Paolo Yu, Programme Coordinator,  
Global Governance for Development, South Centre, 
Switzerland 

 Mr. Heiner Flassbeck, Director, Division on 
Globalization and Development Strategies, UNCTAD 

 Mr. Lucas Assunção, Head of Branch, Trade, 
Environment, Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development, UNCTAD 

Followed by  Interactive debate 

 

14:30 – 16:30  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Room XXIV Transitioning to a just and green economy to 
address the 21st century challenge  
Led by Oxfam International and United Nations  
Non-Governmental Liaison Service  
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Room XXV Green transition and poverty alleviation in Least 
Developed Countries: Taking stock of LDC-IV  
Led by Consumer Unity and Trust Society and  
by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung  

 

17:00 – 18:00  CLOSING PLENARY 

Room XVIII  Chaired by H. E. Ambassador Luis Manuel Piantini 
Munnigh, President, UNCTAD Trade and Development 
Board 

   The Road to UNCTAD–XIII 

   Final comments from the floor 

Concluding remarks by Mr. Petko Draganov,  
Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD 

 

 

Friday, 24 June 2011 

 

10:00 – 13:00  INFORMAL STRATEGY SESSION WITH CIVIL 
SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

Taking the Public Symposium findings forward 

Briefing on UNCTAD XIII and its preparatory process: 
How can civil society engage?  

Linkages and synergies with other processes  
(e.g. G-20 summit, UNFCCC COP17, Rio+20)  

UNCTAD Message to Rio+20 

 

14:30 – 16:30  Continued 
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS PROGRAMME  

Wednesday, 22 June 2011 

 

14:30 – 16:00  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Room XXIV COMMODITY MARKET REGULATION  
AND FOOD SECURITY 
Led by World Development Movement 

Moderator Mr. Markus Henn, Project Officer, Financial Markets, 
World Economy, Ecology and Development 

Discussants Shefali Sharma, Senior Program Officer, Trade and 
Global Governance, Institute for Agriculture and Trade 
Policy 

Mr. Julian Oram, Head of Policy and Campaigns,  
World Development Movement 

Mr. Joerg Mayer, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, 
Division on Globalization and Development Strategies, 
UNCTAD 

Mr. Samuel Gayi, Head, Special Unit on Commodities, 
UNCTAD 

 

Room XXV FINANCIAL TRANSACTION TAX:  
A LITTLE FROM A FEW, A LOT TO MANY  
Led by International Trade Union Confederation 

Moderator Mr. Georgios Altintzis, Policy Adviser, International 
Trade Union Confederation 

Discussants Mr. Erin Weir, Senior Economist, International Trade 
Union Confederation 

Mr. Raymond Torres, Director, International Institute  
for Labour Studies, International Labour Organization 

Mr. Cyrille Pierre, Deputy Director, Global Economic 
Affairs and Development Strategy, French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

   Mr. Luc Lamprière, Executive Director, Oxfam France 
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Room XXVI BACK TO THE FUTURE: THE UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS OF 1944 - BRETTON WOODS IN THE 
WAKE OF THE GREAT RECESSION  
Led by Center of Concern, World Council of Churches 
and United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service 

Moderator  Ms. Athena Peralta, Consultant, World Council of  
   Churches 

Discussants Mr. Aldo Caliari, Director, Rethinking Bretton Woods 
Project, Center of Concern  

Ms. Marie-Aimee Tourres, Associate Lecturer, 
Research Centre on International Development 
(CERDI), and Adjunct Faculty, GC University Lahore 

Mr. Antonio Carlos Macedo e Silva, Unit for Economic 
Cooperation and Integration among Developing 
Countries, UNCTAD 

 

16:30 – 18:00  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Room XXIV BRINGING THE BILLIONS BACK FOR 
DEVELOPMENT  
Led by Tax Justice Network International 

Moderator Mr. Bruno Gurtner, Economist, Chair of the Global 
Board of Directors, Tax Justice Network 

Discussants  Mr. Nick Shaxson, Writer, and Collaborator with  
   Tax Justice Network 

Ms. Renata Fontana, Administrator, Global Forum 
Secretariat, Centre for Tax Policy and Administration, 
OECD 

   Ms. Attiya Waris, Vice-Chair, Tax Justice Network 

 

Room XXVI TAMING THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM:  
DO WE NEED AN INTERNATIONAL DEBT  
CRISIS RESOLUTION MECHANISM?  
Led by Jubilee Movement 

Moderator  Mr. Jürgen Kaiser, Erlassjahr.de - Jubilee  
   Germany 

Discussants Mr. Eduardo Teixeira de Sousa, Senior Analyst and 
Manager, Banco Santander Totta 

   Ms. Yuefen Li, Head, Debt and Development  
   Finance Branch, UNCTAD  

Ms. Oygunn Brynildsen, Advocacy and Networking 
Officer, European Network on Debt and Development 



  
35 

Thursday, 23 June 2011 
 
 

14:30 – 16:30  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Room XXIV TRANSITIONING TO A JUST AND GREEN 
ECONOMY TO ADDRESS THE 21ST CENTURY 
CHALLENGE 
Led by Oxfam International and United Nations Non-
Governmental Liaison Service 

Moderator Mr. Hamish Jenkins, Programme Officer, United 
Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service 

Discussants  Ms. Kate Raworth, Senior Researcher,  
Climate Change, Oxfam Great Britain 

Mr. Lucas Assunção, Head of Branch, Trade, 
Environment, Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development, UNCTAD  

Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, Environment and 
Occupational Health Policy Officer, International Trade 
Union Confederation 

Mr. Vicente Paolo Yu, Programme Coordinator,  
Global Governance for Development, South Centre 

Ms. Nicola Bullard, Senior Associate, Focus on the 
Global South 

Mr. Marcos Arruda, Director, Institute of Policy 
Alternatives for the Southern Cone of Latin America 
 

Room XXVI GREEN TRANSITION AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION 
IN LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES:  
TAKING STOCK OF LDC-IV  
Led by Consumer Unity and Trust Society and  
by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 

Moderator Mr. Ramamurti Badrinath, Director, Geneva Resource 
Centre, Consumer Unity and Trust Society 

Discussants Mr. Matthes Buhbe, Director, Geneva Office, Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung 

Mr. Charles Gore, Special Coordinator for Cross-
Sectoral Issues, Division for Africa, Least Developed 
Countries and Special Programmes, UNCTAD 

Mr. Gerhard Schories, Technical Director Water, 
Energy and Landscape, ttz Bremerhaven 

Mr. Asad Naqvi, Programme Officer, Economics and 
Trade Branch, United Nations Environment Programme 
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 ANNEX II  
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
 
MEMBER STATES AND GOVERNMENTAL BODIES 
 
Angola 
Ms. Anabela Perez, Second Secretary, Ministry of International Affairs, Angola 
 
China 
Mr. Huang Kai, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Dominican Republic 
Mrs. Magaly Bello de Kenipev, Counsellor Ministry, Permanent Mission to WTO, 
Geneva 
Ms. Diana Infante Quiñones, Counsellor, Permanent Mission to WTO, Geneva 
 
Ethiopia 
Mr. Leulseged Tadese Abebe, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
France   
Mr. Cyrille Pierre, Deputy Director for Global Economic Affairs and Development 
Strategy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, France 
Mrs. Delphine Lida, Counsellor, Economic Affairs & Development, Permanent Mission, 
Geneva 
Mr. Clement Franchi, Intern, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
   
Germany 
Mr. Wolfgang Rechenhofer, Counselor Economic Affairs, Permanent Mission, 
Geneva 
Ms. Janina Grabs, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
Ms. Alina Gilitschenski, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Indonesia 
Mr. Dian Triansyah Djani, Ambassador, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
Mrs. Rina Soemarno, Minister Counselor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
Mr. Joannes Tandjung, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva   
 
Iraq 
Mr. Mohamed Ali Alhakim, Ambassador, Permanent Mission, Geneva   
Mr. Rayaq S. Mashkoor, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva  
 
Japan 
Ms. Misaki Kodama, Advisor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Kenya 
Mr. Eric E. Ronge, Director of External Trade, Ministry of Trade, Kenya 
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Mexico 
Ms. Rubi Ligia Hernández-Godínez, Ministry of Finance-CONSAR, Mexico 
Ms. Sumiko Andrade, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
Mr. Hugo Rodriguez Nirolat, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Morocco 
Mr. Omar Hilale, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission, 
Geneva 
Mr. Aivas Alami Hamedane, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Nepal 
Mr. Achyut Raj Sharma, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission, 
Geneva 
 
Nigeria 
Ms. Jolaade Adekola Orimdloye, Minister, Permanent Mission, Geneva  
 
Paraguay 
Ms. Martha Moreno, Minister, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Philippines 
Mr. Evan P. García, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission, 
Geneva 
Ms. Elizabeth T. Te, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
Ms. Marie Caren C. Almario, Attaché, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Russian Federation 
Mr. Efim Stroev, First Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Turkey 
Ms. Sevgi Boz, Chief Economic Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
United States Of America 
Ms. Elizabeth Lord, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Viet Nam 
Ms. Duy Le Minh Kremat, Third Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
Zimbabwe 
Mr. Chameso Mucheka, Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
 
 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
African Union 
Mr. Faouyi Gsouma, Trade Officer, Geneva 
 
European Union 
Ms. Irima Oama, Assistant Attaché, Geneva 
Ms. Olympe Langelot, Assistant Attaché, Geneva 
Mr. Thomas Bebis, Geneva 
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Organisation Africaine de la Propriete Intellectuelle 
Mr. Aminou Ndala Tita, Yaounde, Cameroon 
 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
Mr. Pascal Saint-Amans, Head of International Cooperation and Tax Competition 
Division, Paris 
Mrs. Renata Fontana, Tax Policy Analyst, Paris 
 
South Centre 
Mr. Vicente Yu, Programme Coordinator, Global Governance for Development, 
Geneva 
 
 
PARLIAMENTARIANS 
 
Parliament of Germany 
Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Member of the German Parliament, former Federal 
Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany 
 
Philippine House of Representatives  
Mr. Jesus Crispin Remulla, Deputy Speaker, Philippines 
Ms. Fatima Aliah Dimaporo, Congresswoman, Philippines 
 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Mr. Serguei Tchelnokov, Programme Manager, Geneva 
 
Romania Chamber of Deputies 
Mr. Valeriu Stefan Zgonea, Vice-Chairman of the Chamber of Deputies, Bucharest  
 
 
ACADEMIA 
 
Azerbaijan State Economic University 
Mr. Muslim Ibrahimov, Associate Professor, Baku 
 
Columbia University 
Mr. Jose Antonio Ocampo, Professor in the Professional Practice of International and 
Public Affairs, United States of America 
 
Fundacao Getulio Vargas 
Mr. Luiz Carlos Bresser Pereira, Emeritus Professor, Brazil 
 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 
Mr. Belton Collins, Research Assistant Global Issues and NGO Programme, United 
States of America 
 
Institute of Evolutionary Biology and Environmental Studies, Zurich University 
Ms. Promila Kapoor-Vijay, Geneva  
 
Ingolstadt School of Management 
Mr. Daniel Schwenger, Research Assistant, Ingolstadt 
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Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris 
Mr. Chris Yat Fung Lo, Paris 
 
Institut de Hautes Études Internationales et du Développement 
Ms. Natalia Alshakhanbeh, Geneva 
 
International University in Geneva 
Ms. Amandine Gakima, Geneva  
Ms. Hunter Abigail, Geneva 
 
University of Geneva 
Ms. Catherine Ferrier, Geneva 
 
University of Lausanne 
Mr. Yorbana Seign-Goura, Geneva 
 
University of Freiburg 
Mr. Ye Wang, Freiburg 
 
University Iuav of Venice  
Ms. Margherita Turvani, Professor, Venice 
 
University of Lodz 
Ms. Zofia Wysokinska, Vice-Rector Professor dr hab., Lodz 
 
Univeristé Pierre Mendès Grenoble 2  
Mr. Pierre Berthaud, Assistant Professor, Grenoble  
Mr. Bernard Gerbier, Grenoble 
 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 
 
African Commission on Health Promoters and Human Rights 
Ms. Ana Leurinda, Officer in Charge, Geneva 
 
Al-Hakim Foundation 
Mr. Abdul Amier Hashom, Main Representative to UNOG, Geneva 
 
Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 
Ms. Christina Weller, Lead Economic Analysit, London 
 
Centre d'Animation, de Formation, de Recherche et d'Appui au Développement 
Mr. Gildas Magloire Simo Kamdom, Conseiller Juridique, Douala 
 
Centre d'Etudes et de Recherche sur le Développement International 
Dr. Marie-Aimée Tourres, Associate Lecturer, Paris 
              
Centre du Commerce International pour le Développement 
Mr. Mamish Nayak, Geneva 
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Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations 
Mr. Rens Van Tilburg, Senior Researcher, Amsterdam 
 
Center of Concern  
Mr. Aldo Caliari, Director - Rethinking Bretton Woods Project, Washington D.C. 
 
Cercle Mondial du Consensus 
Ms. Roswitha Grass, Committee Member, Geneva 
 
China Energy Fund Committee 
Ms. Yiyi Lu, External Communication Officer, Shanghai 
 
Credo-Action 
Ms. Dope Pessou Adjoko Koudadje Epse Assagba, Présidente, Lome 
 
Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy 
Ms. Elizabeth Reichel, Anthropologist, Geneva 
 
Consumer Unity and Trust Society (Geneva Resource Centre) 
Mr. Ramamurti Badrinath, Director, Geneva 
Ms. Josiane Rufener, Administrative Officer, Geneva 
Mr. Julien Grollier, Research Trainee, Geneva 
Ms. Krolikovski Gerlee, Intern, Geneva 
Mr. Rashid Kaukab, Geneva 
 
Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order Of Preachers) 
Ms. Evelyn Von Steffens, Senior Officer, Geneva 
 
Environmental Movement Organization of Mauritania 
Mr. Mamoudou BA Yéro Besse, Secretary General, Mauritania 
 
Erlassjahr. De – Politische Koordination 
Mr. Jürgen Kaiser, Dusseldorf 
 
Earth Focus Foundation 
Ms. Claudia Bandeira, Stagiaire – Communication, Geneva 
Mr. Martin Andrysek, Chargé Projet de Développement, Geneva 
 
Espace Afrique International 
Mr. N’Diane Awa, President, Geneva 
 
European Network on Debt and Development  
Ms. Oygunn Sundsbo Brynildsen, Advocacy and Networking Officer, Brussels 
 
Fairholdervalue 
Mr. Roland Jenni, Consultant, Auditor SA8000, Lausanne 
 
Fairtrade International 
Ms. Gelkha Buitrago, Policy Manager, Bonn 
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Federation of Christian Organisms for Voluntary International Service – World 
Volunteers 
Mr. Sergio Marelli, Rome 
 
Ferdous International Foundation  
Mr. Ali Mohammadi, Managing Director, Geneva 
Mr. Ali Araghchi, Deputy Manager, Geneva 
 
Focus on the Global South 
Ms. Nicola Bullard, Senior Associate, Paris 
 
Foundation for Gaia 
Ms. Vita de Waal, Director, Ornex 
Ms. Gloria Montgomery, Ornex 
 
Fondation Mir pour la Renaissance Africaine 
Ms. Françoise Kaba, Sécrétaire Générale, Guinea 
 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (Geneva Office) 
Mr. Matthes Buhbe, Director, Geneva 
Ms.Yvonne Theemann, Program Officer for Trade and Development, Geneva 
Ms. Frauke Disselkötter, Intern, Geneva  
Mr. Sebastian ZiIch, Intern, Geneva 
 
Global Call to Action Against Poverty 
Ms. Luisa Cruz Hefti, Feminist Task Force, Corsier 
 
Global Traders Conference 
Mr. B.Raj Bhandari, Chief Consultant, Geneva 
 
Ibon Foundation 
Mr. Paul Quintos, Policy Officer, Quezon City 
 
Indian Movement Tupaj Amaru 
Mr. Lazaro Pary, General Coordinator, Geneva 
 
Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition 
Mr. Ronald Barnes, Chairman, Geneva 
 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
Ms. Shefali Sharma, Senior Program Officer Trade and Global Governance, Geneva 
 
Institute of Economic Affairs 
Ms. Miriam Walo Oiro Omolo, Nairobi 
Ms. Mary Odongo, Programme Officer, Nairobi 
 
Institute of Policy Alternatives for the Southern Cone of Latin America 
Mr. Marcos Arruda, Director, Rio de Janeiro  
 
International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development 
Ms. Anne-Katrin Pfister, Development Research Assistant, Geneva 
Ms. Rong Chen, Geneva 
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Ms. Kiranne Guddoy, Managing Editor TNI, Geneva 
Mr. Joachim Monkelbaan, Geneva 
Ms. Adriana Verdier, Projects Manager to the CE's Office, Geneva 
Mr. Clément Bonnerot, Ferney-Voltaire 
Ms. Alejandra Plo, Geneva 
Mr. Kurt Heinze, Geneva 
Ms. Carolina Silva, Pontes Intern, Geneva 
 
International Institute for Sustainable Development 
Mr. Mark Halle, Director, Trade and Investment, Geneva 
Ms. Oshani Perera, Programme Lead, Geneva 
 
International Rayon and Synthetic Fibres Committee 
Mr. Frédéric Van Houte, Director General, Brussels 
 
International Corporate Governance Network 
Mr. André Baladi, Co-Founder, Geneva  
 
International Trade Union Confederation  
Mr. Erin Weir, Senior Economist, Brussels 
Mr. Georgios Altintzis, Policy Adviser, Brussels 
Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, Environment and Occupational Health Policy Officer, Paris  
 
Latin American Confederation of Students in Economics 
Ms. Andrea Velandia, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
 
Mouvement Marocain pour une Nouvelle Société 
Mr. Bouchaib Jioui, President, Lyon 
 
Nahdet Elmahrousa Ngo 
Mr. Loay El-Shawarby, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Cairo 
 
Nexus Foundation 
Mr. Nikolai Fuchs, Geneva 
 
New Vision International 
Mr. Bernard Nyembo, Geneva 
 
Nord-Sud XXI 
Mr. C. Doebbler, Geneva 
 
Observatoire de la Finance 
Mr. Nelson Vera Büchel, Geneva 
 
Office Africain pour le Développement et la Coopération 
Mr. Mamadou N'Diaye, Executive Director, Dakar 
 
Organisation Mondiale des Associations pour l’Education Prenatale  
Mr. Francois Schmitt, Delegue, Athens 
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Organisation pour la Communication en Afrique et la Promotion de la 
Cooperation Economique Internationale 
Ms. Micheline Makou Djouma, President, Main Representative, Geneva 
Mr. Philomene Bickel, Geneva 
Ms. Aboubakar Ouattara, Geneva 
 
Organisation des Régions Unies Oru-Fogar 
Ms. María Adelaida Muñoz, Assistant of the Secretariat, Geneva 
 
Oxfam France 
Mr. Luc Lampriere, Executive Director, Paris 
 
Oxfam Great Britain 
Ms. Kate Raworth, Senior Researcher, Climate Change, Oxford 
Ms. Sarah Best, Policy Adviser, Low Carbon Development, Oxford 
 
Oxfam International 
Mr. Stephen Hale, Acting Head of Advocacy, Geneva 
 
Pakistan Christian Peace Foundation 
Mr. Anil Waris, Secretary, Pakistan  
 
Partage International 
Mr. Luc Guillory, President, Dijon 
 
Pax Romana 
Ms. Laurence Kwark, Secretary General, Geneva 
 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Mr. Tom Kruse, New York 
 
Social Justice in Global Development 
Ms. Eva-Maria Hanfstaengl, Director, Sorup, Germany 
 
Solidarite pour un Monde Meilleur 
Ms. Nanou Kaseka Kalombo, Kinshasa 
 
Soroptimist International 
Ms. Sina Stiffler, Chur 
 
Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund/Fastenopfer 
Mr. Markus Brun, Head of Advocacy Department, Luzern 
 
Synergy for Development and International Partnership 
Ms. Francesca Giannotti, Communication Officer, Geneva 
 
Tax Justice Network 
Mr. Bruno Gurtner, Economist, Chair Global Board of Directors, Bern 
Ms. Attiya Waris, Vice Chair, Nairobi 
Mr. Nicholas Shaxson, Writer and Collaborators, Zurich 
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The Hunger Project 
Ms. Helene Rieppel, Country Director, Munich 
 
Third World Network Africa 
Mr. Gyekye E. Tanoh, Team Leader, Political Economy, Accra 
 
Traidcraft 
Ms. Rebecca Varghese Buchholz, London 
 
Ttz-Bremerhaven 
Mr. Gerhard Schories, Technical Director, Bremerhaven 
 
Unanima International  
Ms. Catherine Ferguson, Main Representative, New York 
 
Union de Victimes des Dechets Toxiques d’Abidjan et Banlieues 
Mr. Mavin Ouattara, President, Cote d’Ivoire 
 
Universal Peace Federation 
Mr. Alan Sillitoe, Geneva 
 
Village Suisse 
Mr. Adalbert Nouga, Administrateur/Fondateur, Geneva 
Ms. Paulette Ondomboe, Membre, Delemont 
Ms. Khadija El Morabitine, Representative Member in Morocco, Marrakech  
Mr. Ahmed El Alami, Président Association Marocaine de Solidarité et Intégration en 
Suisse, Geneva 
 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 
Ms. Edith Ballantyne, Geneva 
Ms. Jeanne Vickers, Member, Geneva  
 
World Council of Churches 
Mr. Rogate Mshana, Director, Program Executive for Economic Justice, Geneva  
Ms. Athena Peralta, Consultant, Geneva  
 
World Development Movement 
Mr. Julian Oram, Head of Policy & Campaigns, London 
 
World Economy, Ecology & Development 
Mr. Markus Henn, Project Officer Financial Markets, Berlin 
 
World Federation of Trade Unions 
Ms. Osiris Oviedo de la Torre, Permanent Representative, Geneva 
 
World Trade Advisory Council Euro-China 
Ms. Luisella Ramoino, Montecarlo 
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MEDIA 
 
Inter Press Service 
Mr. Gustavo Capdevila, Correspondent, Geneva 
 
O Estado de São Paulo 
Mr. Jamil Chade, Correspondent, Geneva 
 
The Guardian 
Mr. Larry Elliot, Economic Editor, London 
 
 
UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES, DEPARTMENTS AND FUNDS 
 
Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
Mr. Payos Konandreas, Senior Trade & Food Security Consultant, Geneva 
 
International Labour Organization 
Mr. Raymond Torres, Director of the International Institute for Labour Studies, 
Geneva 
 
International Trade Centre  
Ms. Eleonora Zoboli, Stagiaire, Geneva 
Ms. Audrey Craincourt, Stagiaire, Geneva  
Mr. Atiya Hussain, Consultant, Geneva  
Mr. Elias Abou-Charaf, Intern, Geneva  
Mr. Sean Bennett, Intern, Geneva  
Mr. Gennady Ganin, Intern, Geneva  
Mr. Paul Salamon, Intern, Geneva  
Mr. Juan Camilo Rubio, Intern, Geneva  
Mr. Wei Zhong, Intern, Geneva  
Ms. Isabella Wiederwohl, Intern, Geneva  
 
International Telecommunication Union 
Mr. Robert Narvaez, Geneva 
 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
Mr. Jomo Kwame Sundaram, Assistant Secretary-General, Geneva 
 
United Nations Environment Programme 
Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, Nairobi 
Mr. Steven Stone, Chief Economics and Trade Branch, Geneva 
Mr. Asad Naqvi, Programme Officer, Economics and Trade Branch, Geneva 
Ms. Anna Autio, Legal Officer, Geneva 
Ms. Semhar Mebrahtu, Research Assistant, Geneva 
Ms. Carissa Wong, Intern, Geneva 
Ms. Hadia Hakim, Geneva  
Mr. Pär Löfving, Programme Leader, Investment Commission, Geneva 
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United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
Mr. Andreas Schmalz, Associate Programme Officer, Geneva 
Mr. Malick Kane, Consultant, Geneva 
Mr. Sebastian Stolper, Programme Intern, Geneva 
Ms. Hatem Efe, Geneva 
 
United Nations Office at Geneva   
Ms. Justine Briaux, Intern, NGO liaison office, Geneva 
 
United Nations Research Institute for Social Development 
Mr. Ilcheong Yi, Research Coordinator, Geneva 
Ms. Anne Ellersiek, Research Analyst, Geneva 
Ms. Kiah Smith, Research Analyst, Geneva 
Ms. Hanna Sjölund, Geneva 
Ms. Ksenia Gerasimova, Geneva  
Ms. Ellie Seo, Geneva 
 
World Food Programme 
Mr. Maude Berset, Geneva 
 
World Intellectual Property Organization 
Ms. Rosina Pineyro, Senior Progamme Officer, Geneva 
Mrs. Kira Manossala, Consultant, Geneva 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
International Organisation of Employers 
Ms. Amelia Espejo, Adviser, Geneva 
 
World Trade Organization 
Mr. Mathieu Quehen, Cameraman, Geneva 
Mr. Janaina Borges, Press Officer, Geneva 
Mr. Patrick Rata, Counsellor, Geneva 
 
 
PRIVATE SECTOR 
 
Banco Santander Totta 
Mr. Eduardo Teixeira de Sousa, Senior Analyst and Manager, Porto 
 
Bergman Law & Environment 
Ms. Helena Bergman, Sallanches, France 
 
Covalence S.A.  
Mr. Ahmeth Coly, Ethical Information Analyst, Geneva 
Mr. Francis Batac, Ethical Information Analyst, Geneva 
Mr. Francisco Diez, Ethical Information Analyst, Geneva 
Ms. Tanya K. Ocker, Information Analyst, Geneva  
Ms. Camille Ammeloot, Intern Ethical Quotation Society, Geneva 
Ms. Laura Bissiriex, Intern Ethical Analyst, Geneva 
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Croplife International  
Ms. Tatjana Sachse, Brussels 
 
Global Institute for Tomorrow 
Mr. Chandran Nair, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong 
Hagen Resources Intenational  
Ms. Christina House, Geneva 
 
Islamic Development Bank  
Mr. Ali Ibn Abi Talib Mahmoud, Ambassador-Senior Specialist, Jeddah 
 
Nestlé 
Mr. Azlan Nache, Economist, Vevey 
 
Rivkine Project’s Engineering R&D 
Mr. Jacques Rivkine, Geneva 
 
Stopanska Banka  
Mr. Gligor Bishev, Chief Execurive Officer, Skopje 
 
Thomson Reuters 
Ms. Maria Angeles Martin, Senior Account Manager, Collonge 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANTS 
 
Mr. Patrick Bertschmann, Geneva  
Mr. Isaac Cowan-Gore, Geneva 
Mr. Steffen Grammling, Geneva 
Ms. Zorica Marinovic, Geneva 
Ms. Anjela Markova, Geneva 
Ms. Olga Navarro, Sergy 
Ms. Federica Rosi, Geneva 
Ms. Fabiola Rosi, Geneva 
Mr. Papissiki Tato, Gaillard 
Mr. Adriano Jose Timossi, Geneva 
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PANELLISTS, DISCUSSANTS AND MODERATORS 
(Listed in chronological order) 
 
Mr. Luis Manuel Piantini Munnigh, President, UNCTAD Trade and Development 
Board, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, 
Geneva 
Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
Mr. Larry Elliott, Economics Editor, The Guardian, United Kingdom 
Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Member of the German Parliament and former 
Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany 
Mr. José Antonio Ocampo, Professor, School of International and Public Affairs, 
Columbia University, former UN Under-Secretary General for Economic and Social 
Affairs, and former Minister of Finance, Colombia 
Mr. Luiz Carlos Bresser-Pereira, Emeritus Professor, Getulio Vargas Foundation, and 
former Minister of Finance, Brazil 
Mr. Stephen Hale, Acting Head of Advocacy, Oxfam International, Switzerland 
Mr. Cyrille Pierre, Deputy Director, Global Economic Affairs and Development 
Strategy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, France 
Mr. Emmanuel Gyekye Tanoh, Team Leader, Third World Network-Africa, Ghana 
Mr. Eduardo Teixeira de Sousa, Senior Analyst and Manager, Banco Santander 
Totta, Portugal 
Mr. Paul Quintos, Policy Officer, IBON International, Philippines 
Ms. Marie-Aimée Tourres, Associate Lecturer, Research Centre on International 
Development (CERDI), France and Adjunct Faculty, GC University Lahore, Pakistan 
Ms. Yuefen Li, Head, Debt and Development Finance Branch, UNCTAD 
Mr. Jamil Chade, Correspondent in Geneva, O Estado de São Paulo, Brazil 
Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme 
[video link] 
Mr. Chandran Nair, Founder and Chief Executive, Global Institute for Tomorrow, Hong 
Kong SAR, China 
Mr. Mark Halle, Director, Trade and Investment, International Institute for Sustainable 
Development, Switzerland 
Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, Environment and Occupational Health Policy Officer, 
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