Advance copy

UNCTAD/LDC/Misc.53
15 December 2000

Origind: ENGLISH

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
First Specific Consultative Meeting on the Trangt Trangport

Systems of the Lao People’ s Democratic Republic
Vientiane, 14-15 December 2000

REPORT OF THE FIRST SPECIFIC CONSULTATIVE MEETING
ON THE TRANSIT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS OF
THE LAO PEOPLE'SDEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC



CONTENTS

Chapter Paragraphs
a1 01T OSSR S 1-2
l. Opening Of the MEEIING........ccviieeece e e 3-11
. Review of the trangt trangport

SyEMS Of the LAaD PDIR.......oeiiiieeeeee s 12-21
1. OrganiZational MEIENS..........ooviieirierieeeeeeee et r e 22-25

Annexes

l. Vientiane Plan of Action
. Vote of thanks
. Ligt of participants

V. Checklist of documents



INTRODUCTION

1.

Inits resolution 54/199, the United Nations General Assembly welcomed the efforts being made
by the Secretary-Generd of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

(UNCTAD), in collaboration with donor countries and ingtitutions, in particular the United Nations
Deve opment Programme (UNDP), theregional commissonsand relevant subregiond indtitutions,
to organize specific consultative groups, to identify priority areas for action at the nationd and
subregiond levels and to draw up action programmes.

Following arequest by the Government of the Lao People' s Democratic Republic (PDR) that a
specific consultative meeting on trangt trangport systems of the Lao PDR be organized, the
UNCTAD secretariat held consultationswith the UNDP, which agreed to provide fundsto support
the substantive preparations for this meeting. The first such meeting was hdd in Vientiane, Lao
PDR, from 14 to 15 December 2000.

Chapter |
OPENING OF THE MEETING

Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad, H.E. Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Lao PDR, in his opening address, expressed his warm welcometo al the participantsin the
Firg Specific Consultative Meeting on the Trangt Transport Systems of the Lao People's
Democratic Republic and wishing dl of them apleasant stay in Vientiane and successin their work.

He said that landlocked devel oping countries left on their own would not be able to cope with the
formidable chalenges posed by the acute problems facing them and that this fact was clearly
recognized by the internationd community. Measures taken to amdiorae ther landlocked
disadvantage had had limited impact. The needsand problems of landlocked devel oping countries
had been highlighted by the first ever annud minigterid meeting of those countries, held in New
York on 18 September 2000 during the Millenium Sesson of the Generd Assembly. That
meeting, which he had had the honour to chair, had cdled upon the internationd community to
provide greater support and assistance to mitigate the negative consequences of landlocked
developing countries geographica handicgp. He emphasized the importance of the effective
implementation of the Globa Framework for Trangit Trangport Cooperation between Landlocked
and Trandt Developing Countries and the Donor Community.

The purpose of the meeting should beto identify thetranst transport problemsfacing the Lao PDR
and to search for practical solutions. In addition to designing policy measures and actionswhich it
could adopt for the Lao PDR, the meeting should make an important contribution to the
forthcoming Fifth Meeting of Governmental Experts from Landlocked and Transt Developing
Countries and Representatives of Donor Countries and Financid and Development Indtitutions,
scheduled to be held in July 2001 in New Y ork, and should also contribute to the implementation
of Genera Assembly resolution 54/199 on specific actions related to the particular needs and
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problems of landlocked developing countries. Moreover, it should serve asatest for cooperation
between landlocked and trangit developing countries, to be reviewed a the Third United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, to be held in Brussals from 14 to 20 May 2001.

Ther epr esentative of UNDP welcomed the convening of the First Specific ConsultativeMesting
on the Trangt Transport Systems of the Lao People’'s Democratic Republic and expressed
gopreciation for UNCTAD’s role in the preparation for the meeting. She said that lack of
territoria access to the sea, aggravated by remoteness and isolation from world markets and
prohibitivetrangt costs and risks, imposed serious constraints on the soci 0-economic deve opment
efforts of landlocked countries.

Referring to the factors which accounted for high trangit costs, such as inadequate infrastructure,
and noting that many of ther trandt neighbours were themsalves developing countries with no
adequatefinancia resourcesfor infrastructure devel opment, shereminded themeeting of paragraph
8 of Generd Assembly resolution 54/199, which invited donor countries, the United Nations
Development Programme and multilaterdl financia and development indiitutions to provide
landlocked devel oping countries with gppropriate financia and technica asstance in the form of
grantsor concessiond loansfor the congtruction, maintenance and improvement of their transport,
storage and other related facilities, and to promote subregiond, regional and interregiond projects
and programmes.

The present meeting was of mgor strategic importanceto the subregion. Improved trangt systems
would not only reducethe Lao PDR’ strangport costs but could dso enableit to play agreater role
asatrangt country for its neighbours. She hoped that the meeting would adopt a plan of action
that would address the needs and problems of the Lao PDR and itstransit neighbours. Improved
trangt sysemswould both reduce the Lao PDR'’ stransport costs and serve as animportant factor
in stimulating subregiona trade and economic cooperation.

Therepresentative of UNCTAD congratulated the Government of the Lao PDR on the holding
of the First Specific Consultative Meeting on the Trangt Trangport Systems of the Lao People's
Democratic Republic, and thanked UNDP for its financid and logistica support, which wasvita
for the successful organization of the meeting. He said that the problems of |andlocked countries
must be viewed againgt the backdrop of heightened competitive market pressures. With increased
competition in mgor markets forcing businesses to adjust to just-in time production and

management systems, the commercid success of any export-oriented industry depended moreand
more on its ability to satify customers, in terms of oeed, reiability and flexibility with respect to
delivery of goods. Thelack of territoria accessto the sea, aggravated by remotenessand isolation
fromworld markets, placed landlocked countries at adisadvantage. High import costsinflated the
consumer price of imported goods and high transport costs for exports undermined their
comptitivenessin foreign markets.

A rough measure of the trangt cost disadvantage faced by landlocked devel oping countries was
provided by baance-of-payment statistics which showed freight costs as a proportion of codt,
insurance and freight (c.i.f.) values. 1n 1998, freight costs had been approximately 4.0 per cent of



11.

12.

13.

14.

the c.i.f. import values of developed economies, and 7.2 per cent of the c.i.f. import vaues of
developing countries, with the average for landlocked countriesbeing 14.7 per cert. Inthe export
market, landlocked developing countries spent in 1998 about 17.7 per cent of their earnings on
payment of trangport services, with the average for dl developing countries standing at 8.7 per
cent.

The Globa Framework for Trangt Trangport Cooperation between Landlocked and Transit
Developing Countries and the Donor Community, endorsed by the General Assembly in 1995,
congtituted the most consolidated and comprehensive triangular agreement between landlocked
trangt countriesand their devel opment partners. It addressed fundamental transit transport policy
issues and provided guiddinesfor improving trangt trangport sysiems. UNCTAD was pleased to
notethat agrest ded of progress had been madein strengthening bilateral and regiona cooperation
between the Lao PDR and itstrangt neighbours. Initiatives had been teken at the bilaterd level and
within the framework of regiona organizations such as the Association of  South-East AsSan
Nations (ASEAN) and the Asan Development Bank (ADB). The subregion had aso benefited
from financid and technicd support from bilatera donor countries and from financia and
development indtitutions. The meeting should adopt measures and actions to further improve the
trangt transport systems of the Lao PDR. It should build on the work done under both bilateral
and multilatera frameworks and initiatives, such asthose of the Economic and Socid Commisson
for Asaand the Pacific (ESCAP), ASEAN and the Greater Mekong subregion initiative.

Chapter [1

REVIEW OF THE TRANSIT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS OF THE LAO PDR

For its consderation of the substantive items the meeting had before it an issues paper entitled
“Trangt transport sysemsof the Lao PDR” (UNCTAD/LDC/Misc.55), which had been prepared
by UNCTAD consultants.

The Chairman in his opening remarks proposed that the meeting focus on two interrelated
objectives. (a) review of the current trangt trangport systems of the Lao PDR, including the
problems faced by the Lao PDR and its trandt neighbours and (b) elaboration of elementsfor a
future programme of action that would aso serve as an input to the forthcoming Fifth Meeting of
Governmenta Expertsfrom Landlocked and Trangt Deve oping Countries and Representatives of
Donor Countries and Financia and Development Indtitutions, scheduled to be held in July 2001
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 54/199.

The issues paper on trandt transport systems of the Lao PDR was introduced by
Mr. Khammoune Bouaphanh, nationd consultant. It andysed the current trangit transport

condrantsfacingtheLao PDR. In particular, it highlighted issuesrdated to the Lao PDR’ sexternd

trade and issuesrelated to trangit transport, including road and railway infrastructure, Mekong river
navigation, airport development, airline services, segports and trangt corridors, and congraints
arisgng from non physica barriers such as cumbersome customs and border crossing procedures
and documentation, aswell asissues related to the implementation of bilaterd and regiond trangt
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agreements and the need to accedeto internationa lega instruments. The paper also raised issues
related to financial and technica assistance requirements. Findly, there were proposasfor future
action.

The introduction of the issues paper stimulated an animated debate on a broad range of issues
related to, inter alia, trangit trangport policy objectives, trangt infrastructure development, road
mai ntenance, government regul ations and procedures, operationd efficiency and externa assgance
requirements. The representatives of following countries and organizations made statements:

Sweden, Viet Nam, Japan, Germany, Lao PDR, World Bank, France, Thailand, Mekong River
Commission, Audrdia, Asan Development Bank, People's Republic of China, Myanmar,
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pecific, and UNCTAD.

With regard to trangit trangport policy objectives, the meeting emphasized the need to strengthen
current bilatera transit agreements and to accede to internationd transit conventions. In this
context, the compatibility of regiond and bilaterd agreements was emphasized. In addition, the
mesting discussed inditutiona issues and highlighted theimportance of mechanismsfor monitoring
the implementation of trangdt transport agreements and arrangements. With regard to improving
operationd efficiency, the need to promote a more market-oriented environment for transit
transport operations was stressed. Opening up the road haulage industry for competition was
considered to be an important policy objective.

With regard to projects and programmes designed to improve trangt transport infrastructure, the
need to establish clear prioritieswas emphasized. Many participants underlined the importance of
road maintenance. In this context, the need to establish dedicated Road Funds was stressed.
Severa donor countries and internationa organizations indicated their willingness to support the
establishment of such funds. Other delegates, while agreeing that road maintenance wasimportant,
sressed that the existing infrastructure in the Lao PDR and some of its trangt neighbours was
inadequate, and that there was still aneed for new investments. |ssues related to navigation on the
Mekong River were discussed. With respect to the improvement of the management and
operationd efficiency of trangt trangport operations, the discussion clearly indicated thet therewas
a need for more concerted action to overcome a host of non-physica bariers through
amplification and harmonization of customs procedures and adminigtrative documentation and
procedures. The meeting took note of initiatives under way to overcome non physica barriersand
stressed the need for effective implementation of agreed measures.

The meeting dso conddered that the effective implementation of agreements required gppropriate
inditutiona arrangements & the nationa and regiond levels as well as the financid and technica
support of the internationa community.

Action by the mesting

At the dlosing plenary, on 15 December 2000, the meeting adopted the Vientiane Plan of Action
(seeannex 1).



Closing statements

20. H.EE. Mr. Phao Bounnapol, Miniser for Communication, Transport, Post and

21.

22.

23.

Congtruction of the Lao PDR, expressed on behdf of his Government heartfelt thanks to al
del egates participating in the First Specific Consultative Meeting on the Trangt Trangport Systems
of the Lao People sDemocratic Republic. He said that the most important outcome of the medting
was the adoption of the Vientiane Plan of Action, containing priority areasfor actions a nationa,
subregiond and internationa levels amed a improving trangt trangport systems. The effective
implementation of the Vientiane Plan of Action required concerted efforts, cooperation and support
from dl trangt neighbours of the Lao PDR. He appeded to donor countries and internationa
organizationsto extend thelr ass ganceto theimplementation of the Vientiane Plan of Action, which
he valued as a precious gift to this subregion, and especidly to the Lao PDR in the area of transit
transport.

The Chairman of the meeting commended the spirit in which the deiberations had been
conducted. The outcome of the meeting wasimportant not only in practicd terms, asseenfromthe
Vientiane Plan of Action, but dsoinaconceptua sense. Thelandlocked devel oping countrieswere
not necessarily perpetudly poor and weaker parties in cooperation, but under more favourable
conditions could play an important role in regional and subregiond trade and development. In
conclusion, hecommended the UNCTAD secretariat and UNDPfor their substantive and financiad
support.

Chapter 111

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Opening of the megting

The mesting was opened by the representative of UNCTAD. H.E. Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad,
Deputy Prime Minigter, Minigter of Foreign Affairs of the Lao PDR, made an opening statement.
Statements were a so made by representatives of UNDP and UNCTAD (see chapter | above).

B. Hection of the Bureau

(Agendaitem 1)

At itsfirst meeting, on 14 December 2000, the following officers of the Bureau were eected:

Charman: H.E. Mr. Alounkeo Kittikhoun (Lao PDR)
Vice-charman: Mr. Slpacha Jarukasemratana (Thailand)
Rapporteur: Mr. Nguyen Viet Kien (Viet Nam)

C. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work




(Agendaitem 2)

24. At its opening plenary, the meeting adopted the provisona agenda contained in document
UNCTAD/LDC/Misc.54, asfollows:

Election of the Bureau

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
Review of trangt trangport systems of the Lao PDR
Adoption of the report of the meseting

Other matters

ok~ owDdNE

D. Adoption of the report of the meeting

(Agendaitem 5)

25. Atitsclosing plenary, on 15 December 2000, the participantsin the meeting adopted the report of
the First Specific Consultative Meeting on Trangt Transport Systems of the Lao People's
Democratic Republic. In addition, the participants adopted the Vientiane Plan of Action (seeannex
I) and adopted avote of thanks expressing their gratitude and gppreciation to the Government and
people of the Lao PDR for hogting the meeting, also thanking UNDP for itsfinancid support (see
annex I1).



Annex |

VIENTIANE PLAN OF ACTION ON MEASURES DESIGNED
TO IMPROVE TRANSIT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS OF
THE LAO PEOPLE'SDEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
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Introduction

1.

0]

We, the representatives of the Governments of Austraia, Cambodia, Canada, China, France,
Japan, Germany, the Lao People’'s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, the Republic of Koreg,
Sweden, Thailand, the United States of America and Viet Nam, as wdl as of the Adan
Development Bank, the Economic and Socid Commission for Asaand the Pacific, the European
Union, the Mekong River Commission, the United Nations Development Programme, the United
Nations Capitd Development Fund, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment
and the World Bank, who participated in the First Specific Consultative Meeting on the Transit
Transport Systems of the Lao People’ s Democratic Republic, wished to reiterate that the lack of
territorial accessto the sea, aggravated by remoteness and isolation from world markets, prohibitive
trangt costs and associated risks, imposes serious congtraints on the overal socio-economic
development efforts of landlocked developing countries. As developing nations handicapped by
their geographica location, the landlocked developing countries are in a doubly disadvantaged
position to take part in the globaizing world economy and internationd trade.

We noted that in spite of efforts made at nationd and internationa levels to overcome these
particular problems, the chalenges that landlocked developing countries face continue to be
formidable. It is in this context that the international community has supported an innovative
gpproach in order to promote more effective cooperative arrangements between landlocked
developing countries and their trangt neighbours, aswell asto encourage amore active supportive
role of the donor community. The Globa Framework for Trangt Transgport Cooperation between
Landlocked and Trandt Developing Countries and the Donor Community includes
recommendations for organizing subregiona consultative group meetings to identify priority areas
with aview to adopting aplan of action.

We have reviewed the trangit transport systems of the Lao PDR and made an assessment of the
problems currently being encountered . We haveidentified priority areasfor actions at the nationd,
subregiona and internationd levelsthat need to be undertaken in both the short and the long term,
as st out under the following five items:

I. TRANSIT TRANSPORT POLICY ISSUES

In order to achieve the fundamenta trangt transport policy objectives which the countriesin the
subregion have pursued and are determined to continue to support, we recommended that every
effort be undertaken to implement a policy that isfavourable for further development of the trangt
trade in the subregion:

Strengthening and improving thelegd framework governing trangit transport operations. Inthis
connection, thereareanumber of bilaterd and regiond Agreements, particular by thefollowing:

Agreement concerning International Road Transport between the Government of the
People's Republic of China and the Government of the Lao People's Democratic
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Republic, dated 3 December 1993;

Agreement on Road Trangport between the Government of the Socidist Republic of
Viet Nam and the Government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, dated 24
February 1996;

Agreement on Road Transport between the Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia
and the Government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, dated 21 October
1999;

Trilatera Agreement for Facilitation of Cross-Border Transport of Goods and People
between Laos, Thalland and Viet Nam, sgned in 1999,

Agreement on Commercid Navigation on the Lancang—Mekong River among the
Governments of the People€'s Republic of Chinag, the Lao People's Democrétic
Republic, the Union of Myanmar and the Kingdom of Thailand, Sgned on 20 April
2000;

Agreement on Road Transport between the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand
and the Government of the Lao People’ s Democratic Republic, dated 5 March 1999
(to replace a 1978 Trandt Agreement);

ASEAN Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Goods in Transt;

Agreement of 18 January 2000 between the Government of the Socidist Republic of
Viet Nam and the Government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic Amending
Some Articles of the Agreement on Goods in Trangit, Ssigned on 23 April 1994;

Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Government
of the Lao People s Democratic Republic on Joint Railway Traffic Working, Sgned on
4 April 1997.

However, the implementation of some of these Agreementsis either dow or ineffective. Their
full and effectiveimplementationisimportant. 1t isurged that contracting partiesshould, asmay
be required, review the Agreementswith aview to making them more effective. Inthisregard,
the Economic and Socid Commission for Asaand the Pacific (ESCAP) isrequested to assist
the countries concerned.

Promoation of adherence to internationa trangt Conventions and Agreements related to trangt
trade and transport, which will serve as insrumentsto further enhance the commitments of the
countries in the subregion to strengthen international cooperation in these important aress.
Countries are encouraged to consder acceding to the internationa Conventionsin the area of
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trangt trade promoted by ESCAP in its Resolution 48/111

(i) Further development and improvement of the inditutional mechanisms a the nationd, bilaterd
and subregiond levels to monitor the implementation of the agreed trangt arrangements and
Agreements. The exiging mechanisms should be fully utilized. The Governments concerned
should take measures to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of those mechanisms.

(iv) Public sector trangt trangport organi zations should be accorded greater autonomy and scopeto
operate on a commercial bass, taking into condderation the specific features of the
development of the national economies.

v) Encouragement of the production and trade patterns which promote subregiond trade
expansion that will benefit the countriesin the subregion. Through exploitation of regiona trade
potentids, the Lao PDR will reduce its heavy dependence on externa markets and
consequently lessen the heavy burden of trangt transport costs.

(vi)  Governments should adopt a policy of liberalizing road trangt services by encouraging
competitionin theroad trangt transport logisticsindustry, including concess on agreementswith
private sector. In this regard, the Lao trangt trangport sector, and particularly private
companies, needs greater assstance and support in order to expand its trangit services and
improve its competitive capacity, which would include the possibility of modernizing its
equipment at competitive rates.

II. TRANSIT TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

5. We have noted that there is dtill an urgent need to improve thetrangt transport infrastructure of the
Lao PDR. Actionwill particularly be recommended inthefollowing areas, in no particular order of

priority:

(i) Congruction of missng links in the rallway to connect the rallway systems of its trangit
neighbours, particularly, Thailand. Bearing this in mind, the consultative mesting apped’s to
relevant internationa organizations and donor countriesto look into the possbility of financing
the following projects.

(&) Nongkai- Vientiane connecting to the Thai raillway network
(b) Vientiane- Thakhaek-Muya connecting to the Vietnamese railway network

(if) Congruction of the specific trangport corridorsin which al modes of communication and

1 The Convention on Road Traffic of 1968; the Convention on Road Signs and Signals of 1968; the Customs
Convention on the International Transport of Goods under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention) of 1975; the
Customs Convention on the Temporary |mportation of Commercial Road V ehicles of 1956; the Customs Convention
on Containers of 1972; the Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Roads (CMR) of
1956; and the International Convention on Harmonization of Frontier Control of Goods of 1982.
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surface trangportati on between segportsand interior locations are modernized, harmonized and
integrated to form an efficient system for moving goods across nationd boundaries. Multimodda
transport arrangements should be promoted in this regard. Donor countries and relevant
internationa financid and development organizations are invited to congder funding the
following projects

(& The Northern Economic Corridor (Route 3 — Botene-Luang Namtha- Bokeo)
(b) The Southern Economic Corridor (Routes 18A and 18B)

(c) The North-South Corridor (along Route 13 to connect Chinato Cambodia

(d) TheCentra Corridor (dong Route 12 to connect North- Eastern Thailand with the

segport in Centra Viet Nam )

(e) Egablishment of dry portsin Vientiane municipdity and Savannakhet

(iif) Maintenance and rehabilitation of the existing road retwork are increasingly becoming
important problemsfor the Lao PDR, asit is providing trandt servicesto its neighbours. Inthis
respect, further sizable resource mohilization isrequired through road development projects, a
road development fund and road user charges.

(1. IMPROVEMENT OF MANAGEMENT
AND OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY

6. We have taken note of the fact that the trangt trangport systemsin the subregion are dtill serioudy
congtrained by arange of non-physica barriers, which must be addressed asamatter of priority. It
is recommended that the congraints recognized by this meeting be addressed in atimely manner,
taking into congderation the schedule for completion of the ongoing congtruction of the physicd
infrastructure, such as the East-West Corridor.  Initiativesin thisareamight include thefollowing :

0]

(ii)

The competent authoritiesin the countries concerned should hold consultations
onwaysof providing preferentid trangt tariffsfor freight crossing through their
territoriesby dl meansof transport, taking into account the particular problems
and difficultiesof the Lao PDR arising fromitslandlocked Stuation. Such tariffs
should be published and made available to al parties concerned.

Trandt customs and adminigtrative dbcuments and procedures should be
amplified, sandardized and harmonized in accordance with internationaly
accepted gtandards. The introduction of common transport and customs
documents and modern Electronic data interchange (EDI) systems based on
Electronic data interchange for administration, commerce and transport
(EDIFACT) standards should be serioudy considered in this regard.

Consultations should be conducted between the competent departments of the
countries concerned on the amplification and harmonization of trandt charges.



)
)
(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)
()

(xd)
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Trangt goods should not be subject to any taxes.
Trangport border controls should be smplified and harmonized.

Countries in the subregion should consder introducing modern competible
computer-based wagon-tracking systems, such as the Advance Cargo
Information System (ACIS).

The countriesin the subregion should consder introducing cusomsinformeation
systems such as the Automated System for Customs Data Entry Control and
Management (ASY CUDA) in order to modernize and improve the customs
adminigtration and collection system as gppropriate.

In order to increase the protection of trandt cargo, it isrecommended that the
Governments concerned initiate practicd steps in the development and
introduction of gppropriate insurance and reinsurance arrangements to cover
risks related to transit cargo.

A Lao Freight Forwarders Association should be established.

Human resources development should be increased in order to improve
planning and technicd skills 0 as to dlow greeter participation in globd
logidtics.

Trangport legidation should be harmonized in line with international ly accepted
principles. The development of guiddinesfor land trangport legidation should
be considered.

V. EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE

7. Wewished to reiterate that the countries of the subregion have alimited capability to undertake al
the actions envisaged above without externd support. Internationd financia and development
indtitutions and donor countrieswill therefore have to make significant contributionsto those efforts.
Particular atention should be given to human resources development and to development of
transport infrastructure used for trangt. These will include:

The extension of the trangt trangport network.

Support of trangport infrastructure maintenance and rehabilitation programmes
used for trangit.

Technicd assgtance programmes related to the introduction of modern
information technology, building up capability to negotiatetrangt arrangements
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and monitor ther implementation, and training in such aress as freight
forwarding services, trandt transport management and operations.

(iv) Donor countries and internationd financid and development inditutions are
requested to provide resources for ad hoc consultancy services, as
gopropriate, to help implement the Vientiane Plan of Action.

v) Donorsareasoinvited to consder providing financial resources or expertson
a nonrreimbursable loan basis to ESCAP in order to assst in a number of
aress, including implementation of border crossing and trangt transport
facilitation measures, developing guiddines on domestic land transport
legidaion and developing related training materids for human resources
development.

V. FOLLOW-UP INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS

In order to facilitate the implementation and follow-up of the actions outlined above, we agreed that a
second consultative meeting on trangt trangport systems of the Lao PDR should be held in the first
quarter of 2003 to monitor the progress of the agreed actions and follow-up arrangements. In this
context, it isdedrablethat sudy toursor workshopsfor officiasin this subregion be organized in order
to familiarize them with the success stories in the operation of trangt transport arrangements in other
subregions, such as Latin America and Africa. UNCTAD is requested to organize these activities.
Donor countries, internationa financia and development indtitutions, including UNDP are requested to
provide financia support.
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Annex |l

VOTE OF THANKS

Friday, 15 December 2000

The participantsin the First Specific Consultative meeting on the Trangt Trangport Systems of
the Lao People' s Democratic Republic, having met in Vientiane, Lao PDR, from 14 to 15 December
2000, expressed their gratitude to the Government and people of the Lao PDR for hosting the meeting
and for the hospitdity extended to them during their stay in the Lao PDR.

Also, participants expressed appreciation to UNDP and UNCTAD for sponsoring the meeting.
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Annex |11

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

AUSTRALIA
Ms. Lynda WORTHAISONG, First Secretary, Embassy of Audtraia, Vientiane
CAMBODIA

Mr. LENG Thunyouthes, Director Generd of Trangport, Ministry of Public Worksand Transport
Mr. SREY Serey Vadh, Deputy Director of Land Transport Department, Ministry of Public Works
and Transport

CANADA
Mr. James ARCHER, Representative of CIDA, Vientiane
CHINA, PEOPLE'SREPUBLIC OF

Mr. Chengzhi JU, Deputy Director Generd, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of
Transport

Mr. Guangling LI, Assistant to Director-Generd, Transport Department, Y unan Province

Mr. Yun LI, Consultant, Trangport Department of Y unan Province

Ms. Xin XiaWANG, Deputy Divison Chief, Department of Internationd Organizations, Ministry of
Foreign Affars

Mr. Let WENG, Divison Chief, Highway Transport, Ministry of Trangport

Mr. Boren YU, Director, Asia Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ms. Hongbin ZHANG, Trandator

FRANCE

Mr. Marc MERTILLO, Counsdlor, Embassy of France, Vientiane
Mr. Vincent HUY NH, Commercid Attaché, French Trade Office, Vientiane

GERMANY

Mr. Carl Georg Christian BERGER, Ambassador, Embassy of Germany, Vientiane
Mr. H. BRECHEISON, Firgt Secretary, Embassy of Germany, Vientiane
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JAPAN

Mr. Hiroshi MANABE, Counsdllor, Embassy of Jgpan, Viertiane
Ms. Rie HIKIJI, Assstant, Embassy of Japan, Vientiane
Mr. Koji YOSHIDA, Third Secretary, Embassy of Japan, Vientiane

LAO PEOPLE’'SDEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

H.E. Mr. Alounkeo KITTIKHOUN, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Lao People's
Democratic Republic to the United Nations

Mr. Mat SUNMALA, Director-Generad of Cabinet, Ministry of Communication, Transport, Post
and Construction (MCTPC)

Ms. Khemmani PHOLSENA, Director Genera, Foreign Trade Department, Ministry of Commerce
and Tourism

Mr. Lattanamany KHOUNY VONG, Director General, Department of Transport, MCTPC
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