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May |, on behalf of the people and Governnment of Ghana, and in ny own nane,
extend to the Ninth Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opment ny best wi shes.

For us in Ghana, this Conference which is taking place in Mdrand in the
Republic of South Africa is significant in a nunber of ways.

We all recall that the first and the last tinme a session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment was held in Africa was in
the sister Republic of Kenya in 1976, exactly 20 years ago. Since then, a
nunber of nonentous events have taken place in international relations, one of
the nost historic of which has been the establishment of a nulti-racial
denocratic society in the Republic of South Africa.

The convening of UNCTAD I X in this beautiful country is, therefore, a
consunmati on of the valiant efforts of nmen and wonen of vision of the Republic
of South Africa. This Conference is a clear vote of confidence in the new
Sout h Afri ca.



For 30 years, UNCTAD has served the devel oping countries as a platformfor
articulating their views on the shortcom ngs of the international economc
order which evolved after the Second World War. I n many devel opi ng countri es,
the econom c and social circunstances of the average popul ati on have
deteriorated with tine. Wile it is true that the solution of economc
probl ems has not been facilitated by inappropriate policies, it cannot be
denied that, in a very large nmeasure, nultilateral institutions for
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devel opnent have not been able to rally fully to the chall enges of devel opnent
posed by the needs of newcomers to the international economic arena. This

situation has been conmpounded by factors affecting the econom es of our

devel opnent partners which have i nduced a degree of reluctance on their part
in providing devel opnent assistance, especially financial resources.

My Government is firmy of the viewthat until there are innovative
approaches to the problens of devel opnment, the emerging international economc
order will continue to witness the aggravation of poverty, unenploynent and
soci al disorder to the detriment of all our nations.

As one of the nobst universal institutions which provides a unique
platformfor a gl obal partnership for devel opment, UNCTAD shoul d be reinforced
to confront this challenge and enhance the capacity of governnents,
particularly those of the devel oping countries, to find solutions to their
vari ous and persistent economni c probl ens.

The issues before the Ninth Session of the Conference are vital to the
very survival of mllions who do not have the opportunity to be here to make
their views known, nor their voices heard. It is the task of your Conference
to represent those views and ensure that your conclusions hold out for the
di sadvant aged of the world a nmeani ngful prospect of a better quality of life.

It is nmy hope that the Ninth Session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel oprment will make that decisive contribution to humanity's well -

bei ng.

May your deliberations be crowned with success.



