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Discussants
J. Coté, Permanent Representative of the ICC, Geneva; A.M.B. Daramy, Commissioner for Trade,  

Customs, Industry, Mines and Free Movement, ECOWAS; M. Laanemae, Undersecretary of  

Economic and Development Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Estonia;  

F. Sedano, Director of Investment Operations and Promotions, National Agency  

of Investment Promotion, Argentina; M. V. Stichele, SOMO – Centre for Research on Multinational 

Corporations; D. G. Wöhrl, Vice-Minister, Federal  Ministry of Economics and Technology, Germany 
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Ministerial round table
Creating an institutional  

environment conducive to increased  
foreign investment and  

sustainable development

Moderator
H.E. B. Mkapa, former President of Tanzania  

and Co-Chair of the Investment  

Climate Facility for Africa.

List of panellists
Supachai  Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD; 

M. Amano, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD;  

H.E. A.B. Baiget, Vice-Minister and General Secretary  

for Trade, Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Trade, Spain; 

H.E. M. Belka, Executive Secretary,  

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe  

and former Prime Minister of Poland;  

H.E. S. Kiwanuka, Minister of State for Finance, Planning and 

Economic Development, Uganda;  

H.E. C. Mamoghli, Deputy Minister of Trade, Tunisia; 

H.E. G.L. Peiris, Minister of Export Development and  

International Trade, Sri Lanka;  

H.E. R. Robinson, Minister of State, Ministry of  

Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Jamaica;  

H.E. Yi Xiaozhun, Vice-Minister of Commerce,  

People’s Republic of China.
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The “software environment” (i.e. judicial system,  
intellectual property rights, international  
agreements) are as important as the “hardware 
environment” (i.e. infrastructure, including  
information and communication technologies) 
in attracting FDI.
FDI can help with economic transition and the 
creation of adequate regulatory and  
institutional frameworks, in the diversification of  
ownership structures and reform of State  
enterprises.
Size constraints in terms of attracting and  
benefiting from FDI can be overcome with  
proactive policies aimed at enhancing  
infrastructure and skills, developing labour  
policies, facilitating diversification and  
upgrading.  

Enhancing markets by entering into regional 
trade agreements or bilateral agreements with 
larger economies is equally important.  
The productive sector has a key role to play in 
mitigating environmental degradation through 
the use of greener investment and the  
development of cleaner technology.
Account needs to be taken of the social costs and 
potential benefits of foreign investments, an  
assessment to be shared by all stakeholders.
Maintaining strong SME sectors and ensuring 
that the activities of foreign enterprises do not 
deter or undercut local investors is also a key  
consideration.  
Bilateral investment treaties can contribute to 
building a conducive institutional environment 
by strengthening the rule of law and creating  
legal stability. 

Some specific points highlighted by speakers:
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The role of foreign investment in  

accelerating the achievement of the  

Millennium Development Goals; 

The need to ensure that investment flows go 

not only to extractive industries but also into  

agro-business, infrastructure and  

manufacturing in sub-Saharan Africa; 

The need for business to address the  

challenges of climate change in an ever  

more concrete manner;

The urgency of addressing policy challenges 

in a rapidly changing international  

investment landscape, especially renewed 

investment protectionism;

The importance of investment in addressing 

the challenges of building food production 

capacity in the poorest countries. 

The meeting identified five specific  
investment issues:




