
Rules of Origin 
Inputs for the discussion on the NTM classification   

Mondher Mimouni 
 
Interagency meeting on the NTM classification 
Geneva, 28 September 2015 



… 
Rules of origin cover laws, 

regulations and 

administrative 

determinations of general 

application applied by the 

governments of importing 

countries to determine the 

country of origin of goods.  

 

Rules of origin are 

important in implementing 

such trade policy 

instruments as anti-

dumping and 

countervailing duties, origin 

marking, and safeguard 

measures. 



How do exporters and importers perceive 

rules of origin? 

http://www.firstpointfreight.co.uk/customs-brokers


Rules of origin are among the NTM types that are perceived 

as most burdensome, especially in manufacturing 
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Clothing and textiles exports appear to be particularly affected 

by issues related to rules of origin 
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Share of NTM cases related to Rules of Origin*, by sector 



Who imposes the product origin requirements, with which 

exporters experience difficulties? 

Share of NTM cases related to rules of origin*, by partner country 

*Note: Only cases reported by exporters 

Source: ITC business surveys on NTMs in 25 countries, 2010-2014 
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Is it the rules themselves that exporters find difficult? 
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The regulation is difficult only
because of related procedural
obstacles

The NTM is too strict + there are
procedural obstacles

The regulation itself is too
strict/difficult

Share of NTM cases*, by type of difficulty 
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What types of procedural obstacles are reported? 
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The majority of difficulties linked to the certificate of origin are 

encountered at home (in the exporting country) 

Share of procedural obstacles*, by location 

*Note: Only cases reported by exporters 

Source: ITC business surveys on NTMs in 25 countries, 2010-2014 
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• Exporter testimonies 

 Inefficiencies in issuing the 

certificate of origin 

2 to 3 months to prepare 

the dossier. It’s a waste of 

time. In addition, it’s 

repetitive. 

3-4 additional days just 

because I have to come 

to the capital 

2 weeks to prepare the 

documents to be 

submitted, 5 days to 

receive the certificate 

Between one 

week and 10 

days only for 

issuance 

3-4 

days 

10 different 

documents, 

every time! 



Points for discussion 

Preferential versus non-preferential ROO 

Is it necessary ( policy making) / useful ( WTO discussions, research) / possible ( data 

collection) to distinguish between preferential and non-preferential ROO? 

Non-preferential ROO versus traceability 

Is it possible to draw a line between non-preferential ROO (chapter O) and traceability (A85 & 

B85)? Will it be easy in practice (i.e. coding)?  

Rules or origin versus the requirement to have a certificate of origin 

Are rules or origin and requirements for exporters to carry a certificate of origin for their products 

two different regulations? What about coherence with chapters A and B where the rules are 

separated from certification requirements (“conformity assessment”)? The ITC NTM Surveys 

show that exporters have more issues with the certificate than with the underlying rules, but is 

the distinction useful and possible for ‘official’ NTM data collection? 

Explanatory text in the classification 
May require reformulation / clarification 
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Thank you!  

For further information: 
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