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Coastal	
  ecosystems	
  support	
  fisheries,	
  
aquaculture,	
  and	
  tourism	
  



We	
  tend	
  to	
  think	
  of	
  these	
  industries	
  	
  
as	
  unconnected	
  



When	
  in	
  fact,	
  	
  
fisheries	
  can	
  enhance	
  tourism,	
  	
  

and	
  tourism	
  can	
  create	
  the	
  demand	
  
for	
  value-­‐added	
  fisheries	
  and	
  

aquaculture	
  



Yet,	
  there	
  are	
  both	
  nega>ve	
  and	
  	
  
posi>ve	
  feedback	
  loops	
  



On	
  the	
  nega>ve	
  side:	
  

Decreased 
fisheries

Declining human 
well-being in 

coastal populations

Lost tourism 
revenue

Increased 
coastal erosion

Decreased storm 
buffering

Loss of coral 
reef habitat

Loss of seagrass 
habitat

Habitat 
destruction

Recognizing connections

Increased 
sediments and 

pollutants 



But	
  we	
  can	
  also	
  view	
  this	
  as	
  opportuni>es	
  
for	
  investment	
  

Investments	
  
in	
  coastal	
  
habitat	
  

protec>on	
  



In	
  La>n	
  America	
  &	
  Caribbean,	
  for	
  example	
  

LAC	
  
Fisheries	
  
contribute	
  
$15	
  billion	
  
to	
  GDP	
  

Caribbean	
  
reef-­‐based	
  
tourism	
  
generates	
  
$50	
  billion	
  
annually	
  





Financial	
  ins>tu>ons,	
  mul>laterals,	
  
na>ons,	
  and	
  businesses	
  can	
  all	
  invest	
  
to	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  marine	
  and	
  

coastal	
  values…	
  
	
  



They	
  can:	
  

•  Work	
  to	
  reduce	
  perverse	
  subsidies	
  
•  Develop	
  underu>lized	
  fisheries	
  
•  Improve	
  profitability	
  along	
  supply	
  chains	
  	
  
•  Launch	
  sustainable	
  aquaculture	
  
•  Provide	
  more	
  local	
  supply	
  of	
  seafood	
  to	
  the	
  
tourism	
  industry	
  

•  Promote	
  profitable	
  nature-­‐based	
  tourism	
  
•  And…	
  



They	
  can	
  invest	
  in	
  the	
  habitats	
  that	
  
make	
  all	
  of	
  this	
  possible:	
  

•  Promote	
  best	
  prac>ces	
  for	
  coastal	
  management	
  
•  Adopt	
  ecosystem-­‐based	
  approaches	
  
•  Create	
  coastal	
  and	
  marine	
  spa>al	
  plans	
  that	
  iden>fy	
  
areas	
  providing	
  the	
  most	
  valuable	
  ecosystem	
  services	
  

•  Restore	
  degraded	
  seagrass	
  and	
  mangrove	
  
•  Take	
  ac>on	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  resilience	
  of	
  coral	
  reefs	
  
•  Secure	
  blue	
  carbon	
  areas	
  through	
  NAMAs	
  
•  Develop	
  PES	
  and	
  offsets	
  to	
  generate	
  new	
  funds	
  flows	
  





The	
  result:	
  

•  A	
  stronger	
  base	
  upon	
  which	
  economic	
  	
  
	
  development	
  and	
  trade	
  can	
  be	
  built	
  

•  A	
  reduc>on	
  in	
  user	
  conflict	
  and	
  an	
  increase	
  in	
  
poli>cal	
  	
  stability,	
  crea>ng	
  a	
  beZer	
  investment	
  
climate	
  	
  

•  A	
  more	
  secure	
  future	
  



Thank	
  you.	
  


