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Ireland: Great Famine-1845/1852

• Two-fifths of the population reliant on
potato

• Approximately one million people died
and a million more emigrated (the
island's population fell by 20%-25%.

• Potato blight





Farmers’ seeds

• Conservation of biodiversity

• Heterogeneity

• Adaptability

• Affordability
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• Lack of infrastructure

• Scale of production
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• Cost
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Appropriate technologiesAppropriate technologies

• small-scale, 

• labor-intensive, 

• energy-efficient, 

• environmentally sound
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Innovation policiesInnovation policies

• The design of innovative food systems should 
ideally support pro-poor and frugal 
agricultural innovations, promote the 
participatory engagement of smallholder 
farmers, recognize local and traditional 
knowledge systems, facilitate gender equity 
and be clearly linked to economic 
empowerment and livelihoods (para. 57)
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