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Commission  on  Science  and  Technology  for  Development

Twenty-Secuiid  Annual  Session,  13-17  May  2019

Agenda  Item  2

Progress  made  in  the  Implementation  of  and  follow-up  to  the

WSIS  outcomes

Statcriicnt  by  Pakistan

Mr.  Chair,

We  thank  the  distinguished  panelists  for  their  insightful  presentations.  We

also  thank  the  Secretariat  for  its  Report  on  the  review  of  implementation  of

outcomes  ofthe  World  Summit  on  Information  Society.

As the  report  has  indicated,  many  of  the.  digital  technologies  at the  time  of

World Summits on Information  Society in 2003  and xoo6, apart from
transforming  the  world  beyond  recognition  have  been  transformed

themselves  over  the past  two  decades  or so.  However  the underlying

principles  as recognized  by  WSIS  are  as relevant  as ever.  Most  importantly,

the  aspirations  and  goals  as set out  in the  WSIS  remain  as important  -

although  yet to be realized  in their  totality.  We can rather  say that

developmental  and  economic  dimensions  of  digital  technologies  are mostly

unfulfilled.  This  is true  for  the  vast  majority  of  developing  countries  but  also

for  huge  number  of  people  in  developed  countries.

As we  have  been  reminded  by  experts  in  this  session  of  the  Commission,

structure  of  frontier  technology  industry  as digital  platforms,  being  highly

centralized,  creates  inequalities  rather  than  distribute  economic  gains  from

the  development  of  these  technologies.  Rightfully  then  there  have  been  calls

to regulate  digital  platforms  but  also  to overhaul  regulation  system  itself

which  is seen  as inadequate  for  a digital  era.  However,  for  fair  distribution  of

economic  gains  much  more  is required  to  be done  at the  international  level

also as digital  economy  is inextricably  globalized  than  any  other  form

especially  when  the  data  is flowing  freely.
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