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The G20 Pledge
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“We underscore the critical importance of rejecting protectionism and not 
turning inward in times of financial uncertainty.” 

First G20 Leaders Summit Declaration, November 2008 

“We will not repeat the historic mistakes of protectionism of previous eras.” 

Second G20 Leaders Summit Declaration, London, April 2009 



The origins of the G20 Pledge
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Exercise in Transparency: Monitoring of Protectionism
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Official Monitoring

Source: WTO Report on G20 Trade Measures (2018)

Share of affected
trade has consistently
been found to be
below 1%



The Great Divide: Monitoring of Protectionism
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Unofficial Monitoring

Source: Global Trade Alert



The Great Divide: Monitoring of Protectionism
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How to explain these differences?

- WTO headline number only focus on narrow range of traditional import and
export barriers (1930s focus)

- Subsidies reporting is not part of headline numbers and has been dropped in 
2017 due to lack of reporting by G20 members

- Trade remedies are not being counted for headline numbers
- No updating of totals as new information becomes available



Not your grandparents‘ protectionism!
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Not your grandparents‘ protectionism!
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... and services?
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The GTA database
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• Low overall occurence of services
measures in GTA database

• Share of restrictive measures higher
than that of liberalizing

• Fiscal measures of GTA database
nice complement to existing STRI 
databases

• Subsidies have free pass in GATS and
most FTAs!



The GTA database
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Source: Cernat, 2018



The OECD database
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Source: WTO, 2018

Cumulative impact of policy changes 2014-2017 



Services increasingly popular with FTAs

|  12

Source: Desta Project



Does GATS make services trade freer?
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OECD, 2017



Do other FTAs make services trade freer?
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Gootiz and Mattoo, 2016



Massive gains?
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Expected Gains from TiSA



Recommendations
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• G20 Leaders should adopt text that condemns any discriminatory 
policy intervention, unless a widely-accepted exception is invoked 
that is justified by evidence, least distortive, implemented only after 
completing established procedures, and subject to timely review. 

• G20 Leaders should also adopt text calling on relevant international 
organisations to redouble their monitoring efforts by expanding their 
scope in line with this principle-based approach and by ramping up 
their coverage of the services and intangible economies.



Annex I
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