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Three dimensions for digital development 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 



Internet adoption and connectivity gaps 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 

The SDG connectivity target is attainable 

with the right policies: 

  

• The initial investment required for 

universal 3G broadband coverage in 

developing and transition economies is 

estimated at close to $100 billion.  

 

• However internet connectivity investment 

should be supported by power supply 

infrastructure. 

 

• Furthermore handset availability, skills 

development and content supply are 

needed to narrow the significant adoption 

gap. 

 

All this requires public-private 

partnership in investment. 



Three challenges for attracting digital FDI:  

a. Openness 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 

Top 10 industries affected by digitalization and by FDI restrictions 

Per cent 



Three challenges for attracting digital FDI:  

b. Embedding 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 

The investment dimension in digital development strategies, by objective 

 Results of a survey of 102 strategies (Per cent) 

 



Three challenges for attracting digital FDI:  

c. Balancing 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 

As countries promote investment in the digital economy to harness its benefits, they will have 

to mitigate its potential negative impact and protect public interests. This requires up-to-date 

regulations – and the ability to implement them – in such areas as data security, privacy, 

intellectual property protection, consumer protection and the safeguarding of cultural values.  



Four building blocks for Policy framework 

Investment policymakers should take a proactive approach in the formulation of digital 

development strategies. A comprehensive investment policy framework for the digital economy 

should ensure not only that digital development is embedded in investment policies but also that 

investment policy is embedded in digital development strategies 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 



11  

REPORT AND SUPPORTING ANNEXES 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 

http://www.unctad.org/ 

http://www.worldinvestmentreport.org/ 
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Policymakers: “improve the world, start with yourself”  eGovernment  

Information portals for businesses and investors, by share of quality criteria met 

Per cent 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17 

Level of quality 

(Share of criteria met) 

Number of countries 

(Out of 104 countries with information portals not based on UNCTAD’s eRegulations) 

High 

quality 

Low 

quality 

Go to GER.CO to check how your country’s information portal or online single 

window for businesses and investors are rated! 

Only about 10% of portals 

meet most criteria for high-

quality information portals 
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Business and Investment Facilitation News Site 

http://news.businessfacilitation.org/

