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• RTAs: Trade in 
agricultural goods 
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developing countries and 
WTO negotiations 
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How much? 

Who? 

What? 



2007 2012 

8.3 % 9.2 % 



2007 2012 

8.3 % 9.2 % 

NORTH NORTH 

SOUTH SOUTH 



Share of agriculture in total trade by trade flow 

(percentage) 

Source: United Nations Comtrade database, available at http://comtrade.un.org/, and UNCTAD 

secretariat calculations. 



Share of agriculture in total trade by trade flow 

(percentage) 

Source: United Nations Comtrade database, available at http://comtrade.un.org/, and UNCTAD 

secretariat calculations. 



Share of agriculture in total trade by trade flow 

(percentage) 

Source: United Nations Comtrade database, available at http://comtrade.un.org/, and UNCTAD 

secretariat calculations. 

High value 

products  in  

North-North 

trade 



Share of agriculture in total trade by trade flow 

(percentage) 

Source: United Nations Comtrade database, available at http://comtrade.un.org/, and UNCTAD 

secretariat calculations. 

Highly subsidized  

products  in  North-

South trade 



Share of agriculture in total trade by trade flow 

(percentage) 

Source: United Nations Comtrade database, available at http://comtrade.un.org/, and UNCTAD 

secretariat calculations. 

South-South 

consisted 

largely of 

staple 

foodstuffs 



Share of agriculture in total trade by trade flow 

(percentage) 

Source: United Nations Comtrade database, available at http://comtrade.un.org/, and UNCTAD 

secretariat calculations. 

South-North trade 

included cash crops 
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2007

w ithin regional trade agreement

no regional trade agreement

w ithin regional trade agreement

no regional trade agreement

From 45% in  2007 

To  51% in 2012 



´

Annual % growth 

rate 2007-2012  

Within  RTA´s Outside RTA´s 

Agricultural 

Trade 
8.2 3.3 

Non agricultural 

Trade 
5.8 2 



tariffs 

Non-tariff 

measures 

subsidies 



Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database 



Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database 



Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database 



Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database 



Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database 



Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database 



TARIFF PEAKS  * 2012 

Agricultural goods 36.0 % 

Non agricultural goods 2.5   % 

* Proportion of tariff lines above 15 % 

Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database  and ITC MacMap 



TARIFF ESCALATION  * 2012 

Agricultural goods 10.0 

Non agricultural goods 0.3 

 * Percentage points difference between the applied tariffs for finished products 

And the applied tariffs for raw materials. 

Source: UNCTAD Trade Analysis and Information System database  and ITC MacMap 





O.E.C.D. 2012 

Producer Support 

Estimate 
U$S 258.6 billion  

 % of Farming Receipts 19 % 

Source: OECD I Library, agricultural support and producer protection estimates 











Source: ECLAC 2014  



Source: FAO 2011 The State of Food and Agriculture 2010-11 Women in Agriculture, Closing the gender gap 







Reduce trade 
distortions 

Reduce trade 
costs 

Improve 
equitable 

competition 

Increase 
participation of 
marginalized 

Improve market 
access for LDC 
in a new light 

Reassess the 
importance of 

the MTS for the 
reform process 

Products of 
particular 

interest for 
developing 
countries 
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