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Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise Day

In preparing for micro, small and medium enterpis8s ME) Day 2020, we must not only
recognize the necessity and power of MSMEs worldwidut also we must capture this
opportunity to really be with MSMEs. The act loding includes sitting with their struggles,
successes, stories, experiences, and opportunities.

Due to extreme losses touching every nation andyesextor of industry, there are many people
without jobs who are and will continue to be loakifor entrepreneurship opportunities. The
motivations of entrepreneurs and MSMEs can be &gt to tackle the world’s problems, while
helping to implement the SDGs, especially in thdarperforming sectors and in social recovery.

We are presented with an unprecedented opporttmgynerge with a better set of conditions for
MSMEs than that existed prior to the Covid-19 pande Economic diversification, improvement
of health care, education, public transport, empoveat of all women and girls and the youth,
and combatting climate change and its impactsareof the key areas of work in many countries.
MSMEs are uniquely placed to participate and cbata to the rebound and vibrancy in these
areas.

We truly believe in the power of MSMESs, and therefoour goals for their futures are not just
lofty ideals. Rather, these recovery goals stemmftiwe real and tangible examples set by MSMEs
worldwide, as first respondents to societal ne®ds.are only able to imagine the success of
MSMEs globally in increasing wealth, creating qtyaljobs, and advancing the Sustainable
Development Goals because many of them are alréashpnstrating their capability and drive
for excellence in these outcomes. Despite the aahsind uncontrollable external pressures
affecting MSMEs, many of them are persistently eating the world anew. The exemplary work
of some MSMEs has proven them to be our best afdogobal improvement. However, many
others need our support to survive the lockdowadidress pre-existing conditions staked against
MSMEs, and to have the ability and capacity to adsliISDGs issues afatilitate post COVID

19 global recovery

To address these challenges and in celebrationrSME Day on 27 June, the Permanent Mission
of Argentina, UNCTAD, DESA, UNIDO and ICSB will haka virtual event on 25 June 2020. This
event will bring together ministers, high level ipgl makers, leadership of major international
organizations, business associations, academier k#ly stakeholders in the private and public
sector to contribute to the collective voice of MEMolidarity. The event will provide an
opportunity for an interactive stakeholder dialoguehow to support MSMEs in these difficult
times, so they can seize the moment to enhanaertheiand impact on sustainable and inclusive
growth in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sursthie Development and of the post COVID-
19 resurgence.

With more than two-thirds of the global populatemployed by MSMES, the event will highlight
the rapid action needed in facilitating economid aacial recovery for MSMEs globally. MSMEs
Day celebration on June 25th will also discussqgyolneasures and capacity building efforts
needed to build a more sustainable and resilientiESector, including best practices for and
lessons learned due to COVID-19 impacts.



Gathering representatives from all different regiohthe world, the celebrations consist of a high
level opening session, followed by two hour-longglasessions (hosted by UNCTAD and DESA),
and closes with a concluding ceremony to captueertbredible work and progress of MSMEs
and to advance us all further into our new bettenal.

The celebratory day’s events are as follows:

9:00 — 9:05 am (EDT) | 15:00 — 15:05 (CET) Openirand Welcoming

Name Title
H.E. Mr. Ant6nio Guterres Secretary-General oflthneted Nations (Written
Statement of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations

9:05 - 9:30 am (EDT) | 15:05 — 15:30 (CET) Welconigy Organizers

Name Title
Mr. Alejandro Verdier Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of Aegtina to the United
Nations
Mr. Mukhisa Kituyi Secretary-General, UNCTAD

Ms. Maria-Francesca Spatolisang  Assistant Secr&aneral, DESA

Mr. Li Yong Director General, UNIDO

Mr. Ahmed Osman President, ICSB

9:30 — 9:55 am (EDT) | 15:30 — 15:55 (CET) High-Le&V Opening Panel: We Hear You

Moderated by Mr. Ayman El Tarabishy,
Executive Director, International Council for SmBlisiness

Name Title
H.E. Mr. Vincent Meriton Vice President and Ministé Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development of the Republic
of Seychelle
H.E. Dr. Hala El-Said Minister of Planning and Eoaric Development,
Arab Republic of Egypt




H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansod

Minister of Economy, United Arab Emirates

H.E. Mr. Teten Masduki

Minister of Cooperation é8MIES, Indonesia

H.E. Prince Constantijn van
Oranje

Leader of TechLeap.NL, The Netherlands

9:55 - 10:55 am (EDT) | 15:55 — 16:55 (CET) Paneldaussion One: Leveraging MSMEs as
Change-makers and First Responders to societal need

Moderated by Ms. Tatiana Krylova,
Head of Enterprise Branch, Division on Investment Enterprise, UNCTAD; and
Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier,
Head of UNCTAD office in New York

Name

Title

Mr. Layhy Chhea

Director, Department of Small and Medium
Enterprises, General Department of Small and
Medium Enterprises and Handicratft,

Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and
Innovations, Cambod

Ms. Kristin Schreiber

Director of SME policy, Euegn Commission’s
Directorate of Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SI

M

-

. Sajjad Malik

Director of Division of Resilienand Solutions,
UNHCR

Mr. Eduardo Diogo

Director, SEBRAE, Brazil

Ms. Lamia Kamal-Chaoui

Director, OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SM
Regions and Cities

Es,

Mr. David Luke

Coordinator, African Trade Policy Centre, ECA

M

-

. Stephen Distante

President, Entrepreneurship Organization (EO) N
York

ew

Ms. Nazanin Daneshvar

Takhfifan Founder & CEO, Iran




Ms. Uju Uzo-Ojinnaka CEO, Traders of Africa - TOFA, Nigeria

10:55 - 11:55 am (EDT) | 16:55 — 17:55 (CET) Paniscussion Two: Adding Chairs, All
Voices Welcome at This Table

Moderated by Mr. Amson Sibanda
Chief, National Strategies and Capacity BuildinguiBth, Division for Sustainable Development
Goals, DESA

Name Title

Ms. Blesila Lantayona Undersecretary, Department of Trade and
Industry, The Philippines

Mr. Dragan Radic Head of the Small and Medium Enterprises Unit,
ILO

Mr. Andrew Wilson Permanent Observer of the ICC to the United
Nations

Ms. vy Appiah Owner of Tiwajo Ltd, Ghana

Mr. Rene van Berkel UNIDO Representative, India

Chair, Small Business Investment Committee
Mr. Andrew Macdonald EBRD

CEO - Genaesis
Mr. Erin-Michael Gill

Professor in the Management Department in the
Mr. Alex DeNoble College of Business at San Diego State
University (SDSU) and ICSB SVP of
Partnerships

Ms. Ngozi Bell Partner, Trans Sahara Investment Corporatio

-




11:55 - 12:15 pm (EDT) | 17:55 — 18:15 (CET) ClogirSession
Moderated by ICSB

Stay Connected!

25 June will be a very celebratory moment for dobgl MSME community. Remember to stay
connected by following your host organizations (@BZ @ArgentinaUN, @SustDev,
@UNCTAD, @UNIDO) and using the MSMEs Day hashtagd $MEsDay2020 #JoinUs
#WeHearYou). We cannot wait to see you on 25 JBtedse visit the website where we will
continuously update the agenté&ps://www.un.org/en/observances/micro-small-mediu
businesses-day




