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From decisions to actions
We, the Ministers of the Member States of the Group of 77 and China, meeting in Nairobi
on the occasion of the fourteenth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD XIV),
Express our appreciation and gratitude to the Government and people of Kenya for hosting
the ministerial meeting, and for the warm hospitality and the excellent organization from
which we have benefited since our arrival,
Reaffirm our support for the outcomes of previous UNCTAD ministerial conferences, in
particular, the Doha Mandate of 2012 and the Accra Accord of 2008,
Also reaffirm previous declarations of the Group of 77 and China; in particular, the
declaration emanating from our ministerial meeting held in Doha on the margins of
UNCTAD XIII in 2012, and the Ministerial Declaration of the thirty-ninth Annual Meeting
of Ministers for Foreign Affairs held in New York in 2015, as well as the declaration “For a
new world order for living well” adopted by the Summit of Heads of State and Government
on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Group of 77 in Santa Cruz, Bolivia,
in 2014,
Welcome all decisions made at the international level in 2015 that underscore the crucial
role of the United Nations in sustainable development and in enhancing international
economic and financial governance, in particular, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, the Paris Agreement 1 under the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, as well as the decisions reached at the Tenth Ministerial Conference of the
World Trade Organization (WTO),

1

The Republic of Nicaragua is not a party to the Paris Agreement.

GE.16-12455(E)



TD/507

Reaffirm the importance of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 (Istanbul Programme of Action), the
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade
2014–2024 (Vienna Programme of Action) and the Small Island Developing States
Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, as well as Agenda 2063 of the
African Union and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,
Underscore the importance of public–private partnerships for infrastructure development
and ask UNCTAD to take note in its work of the outcome documents of the other United
Nations bodies in this regard,
We must now focus on moving from decisions to actions
In this regard:
1.
We stress that the ambitious collective outcomes reached in 2015 represent both
opportunities and challenges for developing countries, and that the call for the universality
of the challenges should be fully cognizant of the respective capabilities and specific
circumstances of developing countries, which poses particular challenges to them in dealing
with issues such as industrialization and macroeconomic stability, climate change, health
and achieving poverty eradication and sustainable development, and that dealing with those
challenges requires a global enabling environment that ensures the effective transfer of
technology on preferential terms and sustainable, predictable and adequate flows of finance
to support the national efforts of developing countries.
2.
We reaffirm the need for committed multilateralism with an architecture that is truly
fair, inclusive, democratic and supportive of sustainable development; an architecture that
focuses on enabling developing countries to achieve prosperity and well-being for their
people by fulfilling their development goals.
3.
We call for the reform of global economic and financial governance structures with
the participation of all, on an equal footing, as being crucial to development and to the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and demand that efforts to sideline
multilateral processes and institutions must be avoided.
4.
We reaffirm that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our home and that Mother
Earth is a common expression in a number of countries and regions; and we agree to
deepen engagement with our partners and stakeholders in support of sustainable
development efforts and to address our development needs.
5.
We confirm that the right to development is an inalienable human right and that
equality of opportunity for development is a prerogative both of nations and of individuals
who make up nations.
6.
We recognize that practical and pragmatic steps must be taken to address challenges
consistent with the profile, needs and development goals of individual developing countries
in a people-centred manner, eschewing a one-size-fits-all approach.
7.
We underscore that adhering to principles such as equity, inclusiveness, common but
differentiated responsibilities, special and differential treatment, less than full reciprocity
and the right to development, are crucial to strengthening the role of developing countries
in the global economy.
8.
We recognize that the potential of women to engage in, contribute to and benefit
from sustainable development as leaders, participants and agents of change has not been
fully realized. We support prioritizing measures to promote gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls in all spheres of our societies. We resolve to unlock the
potential of women as drivers of sustainable development through many measures and
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commit to creating an enabling environment for improving the situation of women and girls
everywhere, particularly in rural areas and local communities among indigenous peoples
and ethnic minorities.
9.
We stress the need to build strong economic foundations for all our countries, and
recognize, in this context, that, since our meeting in Doha, developments at the global level
have created new and aggravated existing challenges for the entire international
community, in particular, the peoples of the developing world.
10.
We reiterate that the global economic, financial and trading system, including the
multilateral trading system, remains unbalanced; that global inequality remains with many
still in the abyss of poverty; that the high volatility of food and commodity prices is a
persistent challenge and that, furthermore, the impact of the global economic and financial
crisis has revealed new vulnerabilities, affecting, in particular, developing countries.
11.
We also recognize that new opportunities have emerged, and resolve that developing
countries should intensify efforts to take advantage of these opportunities, while
underscoring the importance of a conducive international environment to complement these
efforts.
12.
We stress the importance of multilateral efforts to tackle increasingly complex crossborder challenges that have serious effects on development, such as financial market
volatility and spillovers to developing countries, illicit capital and financial flows, tax
evasion and tax avoidance, sovereign debt crisis prevention and resolution, cyber security,
the influx of refugees, foreign terrorist fighters and bribery, as well as the need for
technology transfer, absorption and its financing, and commend UNCTAD for its work, as
appropriate, regarding addressing these challenges and other systemic issues, and request
UNCTAD to strengthen such work.
13.
We recall that sovereign debt matters should concern both developed and developing
countries. This should be considered as a matter that has the potential to adversely impact
the global economy and the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals if left
unchecked. We recognize the need to assist developing countries in attaining long-term
debt sustainability through coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt
relief, debt restructuring and sound debt management, as appropriate. We reiterate our
concern about the activities of so-called vulture funds and their actions of a highly
speculative nature, which pose a risk to all future debt-restructuring processes for
developing countries. We urge all United Nations Member States to further discuss
sovereign debt restructuring and management processes, with active, inclusive participation
and engagement by all relevant stakeholders, in order to nurture and strengthen these
processes to make them more effective, equitable, durable, independent and
development-oriented, and reaffirm the roles of the United Nations and the international
financial institutions in accordance with their respective mandates. We also welcome the
adoption of General Assembly resolution 69/319 on basic principles on sovereign debt
restructuring processes on 10 September 2015 as an important step.
14.
We take note of the increasing calls by ordinary citizens across geographic regions
and within developed and developing countries, for their Governments to secure adequate
policy space within the context of bilateral, regional and international agreements and
commitments, in order to ensure their well-being. In this regard, we therefore demand that
international rules must allow for policy space and policy flexibility for developing
countries, which are crucial to enabling our countries to formulate development strategies,
in accordance with their sovereign right, that reflect national interests and differing needs,
which are not always taken into account by international economic policymaking in the
process of integration with the global economy.
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15.
We stress the importance of respecting policy space, recognizing national priorities
and leadership to formulate, identify and pursue the most appropriate mix of economic and
social policies to achieve equitable and sustainable development, understanding that
national ownership is key to achieving development.
16.
We stress that unilateral coercive measures and legislation are contrary to
international law, international humanitarian law, the United Nations Charter, the norms
and principles governing peaceful relations among States and the rules and principles of the
World Trade Organization. These measures impede the full achievement and further
enhancement of the economic and social development of all countries, particularly
developing countries, by imposing unconscionable hardships on the people of the affected
countries.
17.
We stress that effective taxation, including combating tax evasion and reducing
opportunities for tax avoidance by multinational corporations, will be critical in the
mobilization of resources for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
and the overall economic advancement of developing countries, and hence requires
collective and inclusive, democratic action with the active participation of developing
countries, at the global level, while respecting the policy space of countries.
18.
We call for economic structural transformation that strengthens productive
capacities, productivity and productive employment; financial inclusion; sustainable
agriculture, rural and fisheries development; sustainable industrial development; universal
access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy services; sustainable transport
systems; and infrastructure that is resilient and of a high standard. We reaffirm the
importance and crucial and effective role of the State in leading and promoting
development, even as efforts to strengthen the contribution of all stakeholders, including
the private sector and civil society, are enhanced.
19.
We express serious concern over the widening income and other inequalities
between the developed and developing countries. We, therefore, reaffirm the Group’s
objective to nurture a community of the shared future of humankind through a new type of
international relations based on win-win cooperation to ensure inclusive development. For
this purpose, we call upon the international community to intensify development
cooperation, make financial resources available for development, build a more vigorous
multilateral partnership and create a better enabling environment for development, as well
as prevent the politicization of the international trading system, depriving many developing
countries of the opportunity to be integrated into, and benefit from, the multilateral trading
system.
20.
We reiterate the importance of achieving, in particular, targets for official
development assistance of 0.7 per cent of gross national income as official development
assistance to developing countries and 0.15 per cent to 0.2 per cent of gross national income
as official development assistance to the least developed countries, as well as further
enhancing the resources for the least developed countries.
21.
We call for active and strong global partnerships and cooperation and for greater
focus on building productive capacities to address the main challenges to our achievement
of sustainable and inclusive socioeconomic development, including poverty, hunger, food
insecurity, unemployment, inequality, the lack of access to renewable energy and relevant
technologies, the adverse effects of climate change and burgeoning debt levels, as well as
the promotion of industrialization, the diversification of economies, the promotion of value
addition, the implementation of national and regional hubs of innovation and development
and the realization of the modern and successful infrastructure of communications. We
request UNCTAD to continue capacity-building activities, including TrainForTrade and in
the framework of paragraph 166 of the Bangkok Plan of Action.
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22.
We recognize that achieving sustainable economic growth requires the talents,
creativity and entrepreneurial vigour of the entire population, as well as supportive policies
towards micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, skills development, capacities to
innovate and absorb new technologies and the ability to produce a higher quality and
greater range of products, infrastructure and other investments.
23.
We call for continued and enhanced North–South cooperation, which is the core of
the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development and remains critical in overcoming
global development disparities, and recognize its importance, along with triangular
cooperation.
24.
We recognize that global challenges and opportunities have reinforced the need for
continued and enhanced cooperation and solidarity among developing countries; it is in this
spirit that we also call for enhanced South–South cooperation, including the sharing of
home-grown approaches and best practices in sustainable development and governance;
increased dialogue and coordination in major regional and international issues;
strengthening of South–South business initiatives; and enhanced cooperation in areas such
as agriculture, education, industrialization and infrastructural development, as an important
element of international cooperation for development as a complement, not a substitute, to
North–South cooperation.
25.
We note that the digital economy is an important and growing part of the global
economy, and that information and communications technologies have a great potential to
create jobs, enhance innovation and enhance market access, in particular for developing
countries.
26.
We express concern that a digital divide remains between developed and developing
countries, and that many developing countries lack affordable access to information and
communications technologies, which remains a critical challenge to many developing
countries, which needs to be addressed through, among others, international cooperation
and technology transfer, including through the effective participation of developing
countries in research and development, equal participation in Internet governance forums
and stronger commitment from the private sector in the developed countries to support the
private sector in developing countries.
27.
We stress that the expeditious and effective transfer, dissemination and diffusion of
appropriate technology to developing countries, on favourable terms, including on
concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed, respect for policy space to build
technological and absorptive capacities and the promotion of innovation in developing
countries remain important. This is most important as we recognize the opportunities and
challenges posed by rapid advances in information and communications technology and the
need to address the digital divide and other systemic and entrenched inequalities within the
sphere of information and communications technology, including the Internet.
28.
We call, in this regard, for the enhanced support and cooperation of key partners,
such as UNCTAD and the International Trade Centre, the Group of 15 and the South
Centre, as well as other multilateral and regional institutions and stakeholders, in advancing
our goals and objectives.
29.
We express our continued support to the Secretary-General of UNCTAD and look
forward to the strengthening of the bond between UNCTAD and the Group of 77 and
China.
30.
We reaffirm the central role of UNCTAD as the focal point within the United
Nations for the integrated treatment of trade and development and interrelated issues,
including in the areas of finance, debt, technology transfer, transit and transport issues,
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regional and global value chains, the international investment regime and sustainable
development.
31.
We call for the strengthening of the mandate of UNCTAD and its three pillars of
research and analysis, consensus-building and technical cooperation, as well as the
intergovernmental machinery, recognizing its central role as the focal point within the
United Nations for the integrated treatment of trade and development and interrelated issues
such as those within the areas of finance, technology, investment and sustainable
development. In this context, the outcome of UNCTAD XIV should identify key issues
where consensus would be built in the period between UNCTAD XIV and the following
session, with a view to specific and measurable intergovernmental action. A benefit would
be that intergovernmental decisions and agreements would form a coherent and holistic
body of work that would serve as an important input in the preparation for the following
session. To this end, adequate and additional budgetary and human resources should be
provided to UNCTAD from the United Nations regular budget to enable UNCTAD, as a
body of the General Assembly, to effectively and fully carry out its mandate under its three
pillars.
32.
We recognize the vital role of investment in support of sustainable development and
will work intensively with UNCTAD, as well as other multilateral and regional institutions
and stakeholders, to reform the international investment regime, improving the
development dimension of international investment agreements, ensuring a balance
between investor rights and obligations and safeguarding the right of States to regulate in
the public interest, including through alternative approaches to dispute settlement, to better
serve and reflect the new context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In this
regard, we take note with appreciation of the Report of the Group of 77 Meeting on
Investment for Sustainable Development, held from 4 to 5 May 2016 in Pattaya, Thailand.
33.
We express serious concern at the lack of meaningful progress in the WTO Doha
Round, particularly on domestic support and market access issues of interest to developing
countries and the efforts by some members to undermine the commitments contained in the
Doha Development Agenda, while welcoming the commitment of the Tenth Ministerial
Conference to maintain development at the centre of future negotiations and its
reaffirmation of the principles of special and differential treatment, flexibilities for
developing countries and collective commitment to advancing on the Doha Round issues.
In this context, we urge all WTO members to uphold and reiterate their commitment to
promote an apolitical, universal, fair and balanced, open, inclusive, non-discriminatory,
transparent, equitable, rules-based and predictable multilateral trading system, that has
development at its centre, which would enable developing countries and especially the least
developed countries, to secure a share in the growth of international trade commensurate
with the needs of their economic development and to fully integrate into the multilateral
trading system.
34.
We underscore the need to improve global economic governance by, among others,
strengthening the multilateral trading regime and increasing the representation and voice of
developing countries in the international system with equal rights to participate in
international rule-making. In this regard, we endeavour to enhance the participation in and
role of developing countries in the areas of trade, investment and development in
international economic forums, including the Group of 20.
35.
We emphasize the need to focus on analysing and monitoring how subsidies and
various forms of market access restrictions from developed countries have historically
affected and continue to undermine the development of productive capacities in the
agricultural sector of developing countries.
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36.
We underscore the importance of collective international action towards achieving
the graduation of half of the least developed countries by 2020, as envisioned in the
Istanbul Programme of Action.
37.
We emphasize the importance of facilitating accession to WTO, especially for
developing countries, recognizing the contribution that this would make to the rapid and
full integration of these countries into the multilateral trading system. In this regard, we
urge that the accession process be accelerated without political impediments and in an
expeditious and transparent manner for developing countries that have applied for WTO
membership, and reaffirm the importance of the WTO decision of 25 July 2012 on
accession by the least developed countries. We also underscore and commend the pivotal
role of UNCTAD in this regard, particularly through its technical assistance and capacitybuilding to developing countries before, during and after the process of accession to WTO.
We call upon UNCTAD to strengthen this work. We welcome the results from WTO
accessions so far. These results have contributed to the strengthening of the rules-based
multilateral trading system.
38.
We will continue to fight against all threats to economic growth and development,
including all forms of protectionist measures and unilateral economic pressures, especially
by the leading industrial economies, while preserving our policy space.
39.
We, therefore, firmly reject the imposition of laws and regulations with
extraterritorial impact and all other forms of coercive economic, financial and trade
measures, including unilateral sanctions against developing countries, and urge the
international community to take urgent and effective actions to eliminate the use of such
measures.
40.
We call upon UNCTAD to enhance its work towards addressing the trade and
development challenges of all developing countries and, in so doing, to strengthen its work
on the special problems of the least developed countries; African countries; landlocked
developing countries; small island developing States; structurally weak, vulnerable and
small economies and the related problems and challenges faced by middle-income
countries, as well as to assist transit developing countries with their specific needs and
challenges, particularly in relation to infrastructure development and transport.
41.
We further call upon UNCTAD to provide the appropriate support necessary to
contribute to the implementation of specific actions requested in the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda, the Istanbul Programme of Action, the Vienna Programme of Action and the
SAMOA Pathway. UNCTAD should also support the implementation of Agenda 2063 of
the African Union and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development. In this regard,
adequate and additional resources should be provided to UNCTAD.
42.
We call for the allocation of additional human and budgetary resources from the
United Nations regular budget to enable UNCTAD to implement its mandate, which has a
great relevance for all countries and in particular for developing countries, including its
work on systemic issues, global macroeconomics and finance, debt, taxation, investment,
trade and development and technology transfer.
43.
We reaffirm our commitment to strengthen our ability as a Group to collectively
promote our interests, particularly within multilateral trade and development forums, and
commit, in this context, to ensuring that the Group continues to be a proactive force in the
global effort to solve global issues, building on its solidarity, maximizing its competitive
advantage and applying its collective capacity. We welcome steps taken to enhance
coordination among Group chapters, and urge that these efforts be deepened.
44.
We reiterate our call for support to the Palestinian people to be sustained by relevant
research, policy analysis, advisory services and effective technical cooperation activities to
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alleviate the adverse economic impact of the unbearable conditions imposed by the
prolonged Israeli occupation; and urge UNCTAD to strengthen and intensify its programme
of assistance to the Palestinian people with adequate resources; and support paragraphs 9 of
General Assembly resolutions 69/20 and 70/12, which request UNCTAD to report to the
General Assembly on the economic cost of occupation for the Palestinian people and exert
all efforts to secure the resources required to fulfil these resolutions.
45.
We reaffirm the need for the Government of Argentina and of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in accordance with the
principles and the objectives of the United Nations Charter and the relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly, in order to find, as soon as possible, a peaceful solution to the
sovereignty dispute relating to “the Question of the Malvinas Islands”, which seriously
damages the economic capacities of Argentina and the need for both parties to refrain from
taking decisions that would imply introducing unilateral modifications in the situation while
the Islands are going through the process recommended by the General Assembly.
46.
We reaffirm the need to find a peaceful solution to the decolonization and
sovereignty issues affecting developing countries, recognizing that failure to resolve these
issues will seriously damage and undermine the development and economic capacities and
prospects of these countries. In this context, recalling the concerns expressed by the
Summit of Heads of State and Government and the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Group of 77 and China in their previous declarations regarding the dispute over the Chagos
Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, which was unlawfully excised by the United
Kingdom from the territory of Mauritius prior to independence, and the “marine protected
area” that was declared by the United Kingdom around the Chagos Archipelago, we take
note of the ruling of the Arbitral Tribunal in the case brought by Mauritius against the
United Kingdom under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea that the
“marine protected area” was unlawfully established under international law.
47.
We urge UNCTAD and other partners in the international community to assist
developing countries facing specific circumstances, in particular related to terrorism,
increasing numbers of displaced populations or hosting large numbers of refugees in
protracted situations, in addressing the challenges they face in the implementation of
national development goals and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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