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Chapter 7

REVIEW OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS: AFRICA

Every year, the Review of Maritime Transport gives attention to transport developments in a particular region. 

The 2008 edition of the Review of Maritime Transport focused on developments in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. The focus in 2009 is on developments in Africa since UNCTAD last reported on the region in 2006. 

performers being the resource-rich countries. Africa’s share of world trade remains at 2.7 per cent. Global port 

some countries, physical, legal, social and economic constraints have prevented them from doing so effectively. 

and delays are common. This has serious consequences in the case of landlocked countries, whose dependence 

of the need to improve port operations and inland connectivity in the region. Even when new investments are 

ECONOMIC BACKGROUNDA.

Overall, GDP growth rates 

were lower in 2008 than in 

2007.  However, for two out 

continent, namely West Arica 

and Central Africa, growth rates 

increased from 5.2 % and 3.9 % 

respectively in 2007 to 5.4 % and 

4.9 % in 2008.  In contrast, GDP 

growth rates for North, East and 

Southern Africa decreased. 
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Growth in Africa, oil vs. non-oil economies, 2006–2008

(in percentages)

Source: 
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Growth of GDP by African subregions 2006–2008

(percentages)

Source:

Top and bottom performers in Africa

(annual growth by percentage)

Source:
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Africa’s share of world trade, 1970–2007

(percentages)

Source: Africa Competitiveness Report 2009.
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AFRICAN PORTS: SOME B.

IMPROVEMENTS AND MORE 

EXPECTED

In 2007, intra-African trade 

remained low despite 

strong GDP growth rates.  

Intraregional trade, therefore, 

plays only a minor role in 

Africa’s economy.

Selected

subregions
2006 1996–2006 average

Share of 

intra-group 

trade

Intra-group 

trade growth 

rate

Group trade 

growth rate

Share of 

intra-group 

trade

 Intra-group 

trade growth 

rate

Group total 

trade growth 

rate

Africa

East Africa

Central Africa

North Africa

Southern Africa

West Africa

Share of intraregional trade in total African trade

(percentages)

Source
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Main international shipping lanes, Africa

Source:

Global port or
terminal operator

International shipping lanes
Major
Minor
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In recent years, there has 

of the need to improve port 

operations in some countries 

in Africa. 
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Country name Time to import (days) Time to export (days)

2006 2007 2008 2009 2006 2007 2008 2009

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Central African Republic

Chad

Congo

Côte d’ Ivoire

Democratic Rep. of the Congo

Djibouti

Egypt

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Lesotho

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania

Morocco

Mozambique

Namibia

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Senegal

Sierra Leone

South Africa

Sudan

Swaziland

Togo

Tunisia

Uganda

United Republic of Tanzania

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Averagea

a

Source: Doing Business: Trading Across Borders.

Performance indicators

(days)
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AFRICAN SHIPPING NETWORKS C.

AND LINER SHIPPING 

CONNECTIVITY IN AFRICA: 

A DIFFICULT PATH

Important challenges exist 

for developing countries, 

liner operators …

Operations are also hampered 

poor inland connections, and 

economic



7 - Review of Regional Developments: Africa 167

e

With regard to the components 

ships per country, the TEU 

capacity deployed, and the 

average maximum ship size 

have all increased since 2004. 
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LSCI: World 

ranking

LSCI: Connectivity Index values Percentage of direct

country connections 

with other african

countries a
2004 2009 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Cameroon 

Cape Verde 

Comoros 

Congo

Côte d'Ivoire

Democratic Republic

  of the Congo 

Djibouti

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea 

Eritrea 

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Liberia

Libyan Arab

  Jamahiriya

Madagascar 

Mauritania

Mauritius

Morocco 

Mozambique

Namibia

Nigeria

Sao Tome and Principe 

Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone 

Somalia

South Africa 

Sudan

Togo 

Tunisia

United Republic of

  Tanzania 

Indicators of African countries’ connectivity in liner shipping

Source: Containerisation International Online.

a
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TRADE FACILITATION ISSUESD.

IN AFRICA

African intraregional trade is 

confronted with excessive 

transaction costs, operational 

countries face comparatively 

longer time frames for imports 

and exports, higher transport 

costs, and a relatively high 

requirements.

… trade facilitation solutions 

are more effective when 

implemented across 

multilateral, regional or 

through cooperation and 

countries strive to implement 

trade and transport facilitation 

reforms.
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Country Burden of 

customs

procedures

Customs

services

Index

Effectiveness

of clearance

Time to 

import

Documents

for import

Cost to import

Scale of 

1–7

Scale of 

0–11.5

Scale of 

1– 5

Days Number US$

Algeria

Benin

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Chad

Egypt

Ethiopia

Kenya

Lesotho

Madagascar

Mali

Mauritania

Mauritius

Morocco

Mozambique

Namibia

Nigeria

Senegal

South Africa

Tunisia

Uganda

United Republic

  of Tanzania

Zambia

Zimbabwe

ETIa sample average

ETIsample minimum

ETI sample maximum

Africa average

Africa minimum

Africa maximum

Source Africa Competitiveness Report 2009

a Enabling Trade Index. 
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Burden of customs procedures in Africa, 2007
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Country Rank/25 a Rank/118 b Score

Mauritius

Tunisia

South Africa

Morocco

Namibia

Uganda

Zambia

Kenya

Egypt

Madagascar

Mali

Cameroon

Lesotho

Mauritania

Benin

Burkina Faso

Senegal

Mozambique

United Republic of Tanzania

Ethiopia

Algeria

Nigeria

Zimbabwe

Burundi

Chad

Africa

North Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa

ASEAN

Latin America and the Caribbean

Global Enabling Trade Index, Africa, 2008

Source Africa Competitiveness Report 2009
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Major regional 

economic

communities

Type Areas of 

integration and 

cooperation

Date of 

entry into 

force

Member States

Arab Maghreb 

Union (UMA)

Common

Market for 

Eastern and 

Southern Africa 

(COMESA)

Community

of Sahel-

Saharan States 

(CENSAD)

Economic

Community of 

Central African 

States (ECCAS)

Economic

Community

of West 

African States 

(ECOWAS)

Intergovernmental

Authority on 

Development

(IGAD)

Southern

African

Development

Community

(SADC)

Economic

and Monetary 

Community of 

Central Africa 

(CEMAC)

Major African regional economic communities
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Major regional 

economic

communities

Type Areas of 

integration and 

cooperation

Date of 

entry into 

force

Member States

East African 

Community

(EAC)

Southern

African Customs 

Union (SACU)

West African 

Economic and 

Monetary Union 

(UEMOA)

Source Economic Development in Africa Report 2009.

SPECIAL CASE: TRANSIT ANDE.

INLAND TRANSPORT FOR

LANDLOCKED DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES IN AFRICA
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cost in freight transport 

in transportation time.

Countries such as Burundi, 

the Central African 

spend an average of 15 

per cent of their export 

earnings on transport, and 

for some this cost is as 

high as 50 per cent. 
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Main road, rail, sea, lake and river corridors in Africa

Main road, rail,
river, lake and
sea corridors 2,000 km

Abidjan
Lagos

Mombasa

Dar es
Salaam

Cape
Town

Kigali

Cairo

Berbera

Djibouti

Bangassou

KampalaDouata

Annual average cost of importing a container

Source Doing Business: Trading Across Borders.
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Average number of documents required for import 

Source Doing Business: Trading Across Borders.
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ENDNOTES

Regional Economic Outlook: Sub-Saharan Africa.

The Statesman

Containerisation International Online

Economic Development in Africa Report 2009

Economic Development in 

Africa Report 2009

Containerisation International Online

The Independent

Containerisation International Online
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