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Substantially reduce or eliminate 
Environmental Pollution

A simple rule: 

for a human activity to 

be environmentally sustainable it must 

Leave no pollutant behind

Pollutants include:
Harmful substances to air/water/soil

(heavy metals, pesticides, aerosols, …)
Harmful EM radiation, Thermal pollution

Greenhouse gases
* Plastics *



Programme Phases

Phase 1: 
Scoping 
Research

• Countries
• Sectors
• Adverse 

Impacts

Phase 2: 
Detailed 
Research

•∀ Country
• Sectors
• Solutions

Phase 3: 
Technical 
Assistance

•∀ Country
• Sectors
• Actions
• Results

Year 1 Year 2 Years 3-5

Identify pollutants / industries Eliminate 
pollutants



Technical Assistance
UNCTAD’s Approach

• Focus on 3 sectors per country
• National commitment
• Country driven
• Country owned
• All stakeholders involved
• Monitoring and follow-up



1) Country Request



2) Synthesize Phase 1 and 2 Research

Analysis … Specific for country and sector …



3) 1st National Stakeholders 
Workshop

Priority
Sector
Selected

National 
Team of 
Experts 
Selected

Producers, Policymakers,
Investors, Academic Experts, 

NGOs, Workers, Communities,
Development Partners

Phase 1 and 2 
Synthesis



4) National Team Proposes Actions

Study of Phase 2 Solutions
Survey of Stakeholders

Propose Actions to Achieve Solution

Report 
Prepared

Proposes 
Action
Plan



5) 2nd National Stakeholders 
Workshop

X

XValidate
And
Adopt
Action
Plan



6) Implement Action Plan

X

X
What ……Who……When
What ……Who……When

What..Who..When

Actions must…
Implement Solution(s)

Achieve Desired Impacts



National Action Plan
A Mix of Actions

• Investment policy, Technology acquisition
• Institutional support, loans, worker training
• SME clustering, formalization, USOs of SPs
• Economic incentives, Environmental Regulations
• FDI and Trade policies, Commercial Presence policy
• Twinning programmes
• Awareness raising among consumers



National 
Action Plan

Adopted

What Civil Society, Academia will do

What Foreign Companies will do

What UNCTAD will do

Results 

What the Government will do
What Producers will do

What Other Donors will do

What DFID will do

What Workers will do



Approach already validated in a wide range of countries…

Ecuador

Senegal Ethiopia

Morocco

Madagascar

Moldova

Oman
Lebanon

Angola Vanuatu



SMEP countries…



unctad.org/smep
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