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Developing countries 

are vulnerable

to excessive AI harms
Some examples
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AI systems
are trained on Western data

Research by: Koch, Denton, Hanna, and Foster (2021)
Visual by: The Mozilla Internet Health Report 2022Ravit Dotan, ravitdotan.com

https://arxiv.org/abs/2112.01716
https://2022.internethealthreport.org/facts/


AI systems are designed 
for Western contexts

Arun (2019), AI and the Global South: Designing for Other WorldsRavit Dotan, ravitdotan.com

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3403010


AI Ethics Principles
May Reflect Western Values

Westen Autonomy Principle:

“individuals have a right to make 
decisions for themselves about the 
treatment they do or not receive”

Floridi et al. (2018)

African Critique:

“this principle conflicts with common 
communitarian values in African 
cultures due to its emphasis on 
individual decision-making”

Carman & Rosman (2021)
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30930541/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10676-020-09534-2


Patricia Gestoso, “How artificial intelligence is recolonising the Global South”

The AI Industry Exploits 
Developing Countries

Content ModeratorsAnnotators

Experiments Mining

Paid 90 cents/hour on average
as low as 11 cents/hour
in Venezuela and North Africa

Watch traumatizing content
paid as little as 1.5 dollars/hour
No wellness breaks or unions

Global North companies
test invasive AI apps in Africa

Cobalt and lithium
are often mined by children
in Global South countries
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https://www.themintmagazine.com/how-artificial-intelligence-is-recolonising-the-global-south/


What can developing countries 
do to mitigate AI harms?

● National regulation

● National AI strategies, with focus on AI ethics

● Increase participation in AI ethics conversations

● Create financial incentives for responsible AI development
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