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Why Trade Facilitation
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The Pacific Aid for Trade Strategy 2020-2025
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Regionalism and its forms

Administrative, Legal, Institutional
Integration

Common rules, standards, institutions

. (e.g., a Community Customs Code)
L
Legally binding arrangements to lower market

barriers to enable freer movement of goods Harmonization
(e.g., a regional FTA)

" Commitments to common policies, regulations,
. ” standards and/or processes
Collaboration (e.g., agreement to adopt RKC as basis for

Voluntary agreement to modes of regional

national customs law)
o -

Economic Integration

(e.g., a regional risk management system) Cooperation

Coordinated regional or sub-
regional policies and strategies
- R (e.g., a Pacific Regional Trade
Processes that facilitate regional R

Y Facilitation Strategy)
dialogue and access to
information
(e.g., regional committees)

Coordination

The Framework for Pacific Regionalism (2014)

Action a country

undertakes as part of

a group instead of on

its own to:

* savetime

* save money

* overcome
capacity
constraints

* improve business
environment
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State of play on TF
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Pacific Trade Facilitation Initiative
Progress so far

* Oct 2020 >> PIFS and ComSec regional workshop on TF
* Regional approaches (PHP on COVID-19)
* CARICOM TF Strategy (WB support)
* PIFS to prepare a proposal
* Aug 2021 >> FTMM endorses strategy development with support from WB
* Nov 2021 >> inception workshop preceded by regional survey
* Jan=Jun 2022 >> national consultations (11 FICs) and additional survey
* Oct 2022 >> Draft strategy
* Dec 2022 >> First validation workshop
* June 2023 >> Second validation workshop

e August 2023 >> Formal endorsement
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The Pacific TF Strategy - Overview

Regional Actions

1.1 Customs Auditor Manual
1.2 Customs Value DB
1.3 Exchange Customs Value Information

Strategic Objectives

1. Risk-Based Border Controls

1.4 Arrangement for Sharing Customs PCA Expertise
Implemented 8 8 P

1.5 Electronic Exchange of Risk Information
1.6 Risk Management Framework
1.7 Designated Laboratories for Confirmatory Tests

2.1 Support for Clearance Simplifications
) 2. C.l?arance Processes —@ 2.2 Mutual Recognition of Authorized Operators
v' = Simplified and Coordinated 2.3 Support for Coordinated/Expedited Clearance Perishable
Ision
Goods
—— 3.1 Advance Rulings Model

Mission
Statements

3.2 Regional Recognition of Advance Rulings
——— " 3.3 Guide to Establishment of National Enquiry Point

3.4 Regional (Subregional) Trade Enquiry Point
3.5 Guide to Establishment of National Trade Portal

3.6 Regional (Subregional) Trade Portal
4. Administrative Regulation 4.1 Trade Facilitation Regulatory Impact Assessment
B, Streamlined and Harmonized 4.2 Exchange Draft Standards

5. Electronic Inf ti ,—. 5.1 Model e-government legislation

. Electronic Information
@ 5.2 Customs/Trade Electronic Systems Committee
Exchange Expanded ! )
5.3 Harmonized Standards for Regional Data Exchange

+——me |mplementation Roadmap —>

T
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The Pacific Trade Facilitation Strategy
Overview

* Chosen Actions
* Included in trade agreements (including TFA)
* Representing common needs
* Requiring financial / technical support
* Supporting regional initiatives

* TF elements are present in all regional AFT initiatives coordinated by the PIFS
* E-commerce
* Quality Infrastructure

1
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Pacific
e R +— E-commerce
Pacific E-commerce Initiative " Initiative

* Regional work starts in 2017 .
« 2017-2021 - diagnostic E-commerce s (D

studies e R
* August 2021 - Pacific Regional E- %: @

commerce Strategy and Roadmap — i
* 54 regional measures covering the 7

UNCTAD E-commerce Policy Areas @ \@
* Focus is now on implementation — SR % ''''' s

activities ongoing at PIFS and partner S

agencies ™
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Pacific Regional E-commerce Strategy and
Roadmap- Overall

B Measures progressed Measures not progressed

KPA 7 - FINANCE
kPA 6
on s Garments> I
kpa 4 CREGULATIONS [

KPA 2 - ICT 14%

KPA 1 - ASSESSMENTS 75%
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https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Regional-Ecommerce-Strategy-Roadmap.pdf
https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Regional-Ecommerce-Strategy-Roadmap.pdf
https://pacificecommerce.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ME-report-Nov-2022_Final-edit.pdf
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Pacific Ql Initiative - TF aspects ~ Pacific

QUALITY INFRASTRUCTURE .'}‘;

[WyST——

* Progress so far
* Diagnostics 2019
* Conceptual framework 2020
* Implementation from 2021, together regional and international partners

* Standardization
* Regional standards

* Metrology
* Equipment and capacity for trade measurements
* Conformity Assessment

* Equipment and accreditation for testing laboratories
E 3
* Regional procurement (testing and certification) ,
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11
Conclusions

* TF is a Pacific priority, in both strict and broad sense

e Efforts in multiple directions of structured regional AFT initiatives

* Partnership is key for implementation

HERE
HERE
iERE > |

- ACIFIC ISLANDS FORU


https://www.forumsec.org/2022/02/25/pacific-trade-facilitation-initiative/
https://www.forumsec.org/pacific-quality-infrastructure-pqi/
https://pacificecommerce.org/
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Trade facilitation implementation
in vulnerable economies

SIDS implementation and support

Thank you
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