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Trade value of plastics substitutes 
Export represented $388 billion, approximately 2/3 represents exports of raw materials ($258 billion)
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Trade-related policy measures on non-plastic substitutes, plastic and 
environment-related (2009-21)

Source: UNCTAD analysis on data WTO Environmental Database 2023



Trade-related policy measures on non-plastic substitutes, by 
commodity/type of material (2009-21)

Source: UNCTAD analysis on data WTO Environmental Database 2023
Note: Notifications cover in some instances more than one material substitute and may be double counted



Source: UNCTAD analysis on data WTO Environmental Database 2023

Harmonized types of measures on non-plastic substitutes, by development 
status of notifying member (2009-21)



Objectives of non-plastic substitute measures notified to WTO (2009-21)



Some key messages

• Non-plastic substitutes are one of the several responses to plastic pollution (about 17% of 
plastic pollution may be addressed by substitution, (Pew 2019)

• Non-plastic substitutes have the capacity to supply markets once (conventional) plastics 
production and trade is reduced
• Substitutes today are equivalent to 1/3 of global plastics trade.

• Both plastic and non-plastic materials and by-products are incrementally being regulated in 
trade by Members:
• for plastic a 28% annual growth in WTO notifications
• For non-plastic substitutes a 13% annual growth in WTO notifications

• Paper, wood pulp, natural fibers and ceramics are the most regulated plastic products

• Most regulations applicable to non-plastic substitutes are of a technical nature and 
developing countries are now regulating non-plastic substitutes more than developed ones

• Regulations tend to focus on human health and environmental sustainability more than 
any other criteria for non-plastic substitutes



Thank you!
Merci
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