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Freight rates 
are rising

- again - 



Choke points 
interrupted
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Distances 
(demand for ships) 

keeps going up
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Review of Maritime Transport 2022

UNCTAD liner shipping connectivity index, 2006 to 2022, 
world average and selected small island developing States

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  
  

 

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
  
  

 

  
  

  
 

             

    

        

        

               

     

        

           
        

SIDS remain 
less connected



SIMULATED IMPACT OF CONTAINER FREIGHT RATE SURGES

Hardest hit are SIDS

Inflation



Next: 
The energy 
transition



UNCTAD support to SIDS

• Customs automation: ASYCUDA in 41 SIDS

• Ports and maritime transport: Work under all three pillars, including 
intergovernmental, research, and technical assistance

• Trade Facilitation: Tracking reforms, empowering trade facilitation 
committees, and implementing trade information portals in the 
Caribbean and the Pacific

• Climate change mitigation and adaptation: Assessing impacts, and 
proposing solutions, with a growing focus on SIDS

• And: new, inaugural, Global Supply Chain Forum in Barbados!
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High level Plenary

• Heads of Key Organizations

• Leading Experts

• Private Sector Panel

• Ministerial Round Table 
SIDS Transport

Day 1



Partnerships (including tbc)

Day 2 and 3



Outcomes

• SIDS Ministerial Statement

• Supply Chain Innovation Challenge

• Several technical outcomes from 
the parallel sessions

• Impacts: SIDS4, LLDC3, UNCTAD16 
and several other global processes

Day 4
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https://unctad.org/conference/global-supply-chain-forum-2024

https://unctad.org/conference/global-supply-chain-forum-2024
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