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Organization. He joined the new democratic government of South Africa in 1994 as it began its 
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with the European Union, the Southern African Development Community, the Southern 

African Customs Union, with a number of bilateral trading partners and the WTO. He joined 
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development, including An Assessment of the 6th WTO Ministerial Conference, 2005, and 

„From The Hong Kong WTO Ministerial Conference to the Suspension of the Negotiations: 

Developing countries reclaim the development content of the WTO Doha Round‟ (World 

Economics, 7(3) 2006). He holds an M.Phil. in Development Studies from the University of 
Sussex, United Kingdom, and an LLB from the University of Natal. 
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Bernard Hoekman is the Director of the research strand “Global Economics: Multilateral 
Cooperation and Policy Spillovers”. He has held various senior positions at the World Bank, 

including Director of the International Trade Department and Research Manager in the 
Development Research Group. He has also worked as an economist in the GATT Secretariat 

and held visiting appointments at Sciences Po. He has published widely on trade policy and 

development, the global trading system, and trade in services. He is a graduate of the Erasmus 
University Rotterdam and holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Michigan. He is a 

Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) and a Senior Associate 

of the Cairo-based Economic Research Forum for the Arab Countries, Turkey and Iran (Cairo). 

Other positions include Chairperson, Global Agenda Council on Logistics & Supply Chain 
Systems, World Economic Forum. His most recent book is The Political Economy of the 

World Trading System (Oxford University Press, 3rd edition, 2009, co-authored with M. 

Kostecki).  
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Doaa Abdel Motaal is Deputy Chief of Staff of the World Trade Organization, working in the 

Cabinet of the Director-General, Mr. Pascal Lamy. She advises the Director-General on 
environmental issues, climate change, and agriculture.  She is also responsible for the 

administration and budget of the WTO.   Ms. Abdel Motaal has a PhD in Development Studies 

from the University of Geneva, a master's degree in Environmental Studies from the University 
of Cambridge, and an undergraduate degree in Economics from Swarthmore College in 

Pennsylvania. 
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Dr. Brendan Vickers is a research associate on dynamics that underpin global economic 

multilateralism including trade and development, international finance and economic 
government. He is the Head of Research and Policy in the International Trade and Economic 

Development (ITED) division of the Department of Trade and Industry. Prior to joining the 

department, he was the Programme Director for Global Economy and Development at the 
Institute for Global Dialogue (IGD), one of South Africa‟s leading international relations think-

tanks. He previously also served as the Deputy Director responsible for International Relations 

and Trade in the Office of the President in South Africa. 
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Alexandre Comin has a Ph.D. and M.Sc. in Economics from the Campinas University 
(Unicamp) and Université Paris XIII and B.A. at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP).  He is 

currently the Director of the Department of Industrial Competitiveness in the Ministry of 

Development, Industry and Foreign Trade. He was the Senior Analyst at the National 
Confederation of Industry in Brazil for more than 3 years, researcher and consultant in some 

leading Brazilian public and private institutions (Cebrap, Seade, Fipe/USP, IESP/Fundap, IPT) 

for more than 20 years, and a Professor in the Department of Economics at the Catholic 
University at São Paulo (FEA/PUC/SP) for more than 14 years. His main publications include 

De Volta para o Futuro (Política e reestruturação industrial do complexo automobilístico nos 

anos 90) and many articles in specialized economic reviews and collaborations in collective 

works, newspapers and magazines (Portuguese, English and Spanish). 
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Since 2000, Professor Howse has been a member of the faculty of the World Trade Institute, 

Berne, Master‟s in International Law and Economics Programme. He is a frequent consultant 
or adviser to government agencies and international organizations such as the OECD, the 

World Bank, UNCTAD, the Inter-American Development Bank, the Law Commission of 

Canada and the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. He is a contributor to 
the American Law Institute project on WTO Law. He has acted as a consultant to the investor's 

counsel in several NAFTA investor-state arbitrations. He is a core team member of the 

Renewable Energy and International Law (REIL) project, a private/public partnership that 
includes, among others, Yale University, the law firm of Baker & McKenzie and the 

investment bank Climate Change Capital. Professor Howse serves on the editorial advisory 

boards of the European Journal of International Law and Legal Issues in Economic Integration. 

He is sub-series editor for the Oxford University Press Commentaries on the WTO treaties. 
 



 

Reinhold Buttgereit 

Secretary General 
European Photovoltaic Industry Association  (EPIA) 
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Economics, both from Technical University of Berlin, Germany. 
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Ronald Steenblik is a Senior Trade Policy Analyst in the Trade and Agriculture Directorate of 

the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). In that capacity he has 
participated in policy dialogues in numerous international forums, including the G-20 and 

WTO. Among the projects he is currently directing are the OECD‟s inventory of support to 

fossil-fuel production and consumption in OECD countries, and several studies on issues at the 

nexus of trade and the environment. While on sabbatical from the OECD, in 2006 and 2007, 
Steenblik served as the first Director of Research for the IISD‟s Global Subsidies Initiative 

(GSI), a programme developed by the International Institute for Sustainable Development 

aimed at improving information on the extent and effects of subsidies, especially those that are 
harming developing countries or the environment. Over the last 25 years he has made 

important contributions to the policy debate on subsidies to agriculture, biofuels, fishing, and 

energy production. He is also a regular peer reviewer for several academic journals, including 
Energy Policy. Steenblik earned degrees from Cornell University‟s School of Natural 

Resources and from the University of Pennsylvania. 
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Tom Moerenhout is a junior project researcher for IISD‟s Geneva-based Global Subsidies 

Initiative. His research experience in academia and as a consultant reflects a wide range of 

interests: the role of trade, investment and subsidy policies in sustainable development; the 

interaction between trade/economic globalization and foreign policy/regime formation; and the 
political economy of EU external policies. On a topical basis, Tom has a keen interest in energy 

subsidy reform, the social impacts of biofuels and nuclear economics. At K.U.Leuven Tom's 

first Master Degree focused on EU external policies. During his second Master Degree at the 
Graduate Institute, he received in-depth education in trade and investment law, as well as 

economics of sustainable development. 

 

Before joining the Global Subsidies Initiative, Tom served as a trade, energy and climate 
change consultant for projects commissioned by, among others, the OECD, IRENA, UNEP, 

OPEC, Nestle and Greenpeace. He remains active as an advisor on the role of trade and third 

party obligations in occupation-related conflicts to several EU governments as well as non-
governmental organizations in the EU, Latin America, Israel and the Palestinian Territory.  
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Joachim Monkelbaan is Global Platform Programme Officer at ICTSD. He earned a Master of 
International Law and Economics at the World Trade Institute (WTI) in Bern, and a Master of 

European Law and Languages from Maastricht University.  In the past, Mr. Monkelbaan 

worked as Programme Officer for multilateral cooperation on renewable energy for the 
International Center for Small Hydro Power (IC-SHP) based in Hangzhou, China, as Policy 

Officer, International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Global Policy Unit in 

Switzerland, as Legal and Economic Officer for the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs, and 
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as Associate Lawyer for Nauta Dutilh and Greenberg Traurig LLP in Amsterdam. Also, he 

interned at the Directorate-General for Multilateral Economic Affairs of the Secretariat of the 
Council of the European Union in Brussels, Belgium and at the International Trade Centre 

(WTO/UNCTAD) in Geneva. He currently also serves as academic advisor of the International 

Institute for Water Security at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, China, is lead author of the 

Global Energy Assessment and member of the European Baha‟i Business Forum, the Open 
World Initiative and the Evian Group. Mr. Monkelbaan is a citizen of the Netherlands. 
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Patrick Maingi is a seasoned Resource Economist and an Environmentalist. Born in Kenya, he 

did his Master's degree in Development Economics at the Wageningen University 
(Netherlands) and a Bachelor's degree Agricultural Economics at Egerton Universirty (Kenya). 

Currently he is the Chief Natural Resource Economist at the the National Environment 

Management Authority (NEMA), the principal agency of the Government of Kenya in 
implementing environmental management policies. He is also the WTO Desk Officer at 

NEMA and Chairman of the country‟s Technical Committee on Trade and Environment. 

Before joining the public service, Mr. Maingi was the National Economic Development 

Coordinator of the World Vision International (Kenya).  
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Mao Xianqiang 

Director of Center for Global Environmental Policy 

School of Environment, Beijing  
 

Dr. Mao Xianqiang is Professor at the School of Environment, Beijing Normal University. He 

has been a member of the Technical Supporting and Consultancy Expert Group for WTO 
Trade–Environment of the Ministry of Environmental Protection for 10 years. His research 

areas include environmental impact assessment of trade policy, co-control of local pollutants 

and GHGs, etc. He is the Vice Chair of the Chinese Society of Environmental Economics 

(CSEE) and director of the Center for Global Environmental Policy (CGEP) of Beijing Normal 
University. 

 

 

Christoph Kost 
Renewable Energy Innovation Policy 

Fraunhofer-Institut für Solare Energiesysteme, Germany  

 

Christoph Kost is a scientist in the group “Renewable Energy Innovation Policy” at the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems (ISE), Freiburg, Germany. He studied “Business 

Engineering” (Diplom-Wirtschaftsingenieurwesen) at the University of Karlsruhe (Germany) 

and Groningen (Netherlands) between 2003 and 2009. His current scientific work includes the 
topics of policy analysis and financing in the field of renewable energy sources, the derivation 

of technology costs and market introduction strategies for renewable energy technologies. He 

has worked in several international energy projects related to the MENA region for the World 
Bank, GIZ, AFD, kfw and Masen in the last years. In 2010 and 2012 he published the 

Fraunhofer study “Levelized costs of renewable energy technologies". 
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Dr. Oliver Johnson is a researcher at the German Development Institute in the Department for 

Competitiveness and Social Development. He has a PhD in Science and Technology Policy 
Studies from SPRU (Science and Technology Policy Research) at the University of Sussex and 

specializes in low-carbon innovation, energy policy reform and energy access. 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

Sacha Silva 

Associate 
World Trade Institute Advisors, Geneva 

Sacha Silva holds joint US and Canadian citizenship. He studied at the University of California 
at Berkely (BA, Hons) and at the London School of Economics (MSc), with a semester study at 

the Delhi School of Economics. Before joining WTI Advisors, he was a consultant to both the 

United Nations and several regional organizations in the African, Caribbean and Pacific 

regions. 

Sacha is a trade economist with ten years‟ experience advising clients on the development 

implications of trade policy, both in terms of theory/analysis and practical implementation. His 

skills-set include formulating negotiation positions, mobilizing stakeholders, and consensus-
building, and his areas of expertise include trade in agricultural and non-agricultural goods, 

regional trade agreements (particularly the EPAs) and the policy issues surrounding small 

states in the global trading system.  
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Environmental Units Program Directorate  
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Dereje Agonafir Habtewold holds a B.Sc. in Biology from Addis Ababa University (Ethiopia) 

and an M.Sc. in Fisheries Science from the University of Hull (UK). He is currently the 

Director of the Environmental Units Programme Directorate at the Ethiopian Environmental 
Protection Authority.  He issues environmental licenses and represents the Authority at various 

forums as well. He has written and co-authored many publications in the realm of fisheries 

management and the conservation of wetlands, including conserving wetland ecosystems for 
poverty eradication in line with the MDGs and sustainable development and measures on 

adaptation to climate change and variability from rural environment perspectives. He is also 

actively engaged in the preparation and implementation of Ethiopia‟s Climate Resilient Green 

Economy strategy. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Robert Teh 

Counsellor 
Economic Research and Statistics Division  

World Trade Organization 

 

Robert Teh is Counsellor in the Economic Research and Statistics Division of the World Trade 
Organization. His research interests include preferential trade agreements, WTO dispute 

settlement, trade remedies, and trade policy modelling. Since 2003 he has been one of the 

contributing authors to the WTO's World Trade Report. Prior to that, he worked as a lecturer in 
San Francisco State University and the University of the Philippines. He has been involved in 

the negotiation and implementation of free trade agreements in the Asia-Pacific region. He 

obtained his PhD in economics from Stanford University. 
 

 

Cathleen Cimino 

Research Analyst 

Peterson Institute for International Economics, Washington  
 

Cathleen Cimino has been a research analyst at the Peterson Institute since August 2012. She 

works with Senior Fellows Gary Clyde Hufbauer and Jeffrey J. Schott on economic issues 
relating to international trade policy, free trade agreement negotiations, and the future of the 

World Trade Organization. She obtained her master‟s degree in international affairs with a 

focus on international economics from the School of International Relations and Pacific 

Studies (IR/PS) at the University of California, San Diego. She earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in East Asian studies and political science from Columbia University. Her research 

background is on the East Asian region. Cathleen previously worked on international 

development and economic security issues at The Hunger Project and Asia Society, with 
internship experience at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS).  

 



 
 

 
 

Thomas Cottier 

Managing Director 
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Thomas Cottier is Managing Director of the World Trade Institute and Professor of European 

and International Economics Law at the University of Bern and Dean of the Faculty of Law. 
He directs the national research programme on trade law and policy (NCCR International 

Trade Regulation: From Fragmentation to Coherence) located at the WTI. He is an associate 

editor of several journals. He was a visiting professor at the Graduate Institute, Geneva, and 
currently teaches also at the Europa Institut Saarbrücken, Germany, and at Wuhan University, 

China. He was a member of the Swiss National Research Council from 1997-2004 and served 

on the board of the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) Rome during the 

same period. He served the Baker & McKenzie law firm as Of Counsel from 1998 to 2005. He 
has a long-standing involvement in GATT / WTO activities. He served on the Swiss 

negotiating team of the Uruguay Round from 1986 to 1993, first as Chief negotiator on dispute 

settlement and subsidies for Switzerland, conceptual work in the fields of services and 
intellectual property and legal counseling, and subsequently as Chief negotiator on TRIPs. 

Professor Cottier held several positions in the Swiss External Economic Affairs Department 

and was the Deputy-Director General of the Swiss Intellectual Property Office. He also served 
as a member or chair of several GATT and WTO panels. 
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Head 
Patent Law Section 

Patents and Innovation Division 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
 

Tomoko Miyamoto is a Head of the Patent Law Section, Patents and Innovation Division, in 

the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). Tomoko‟s current activities involve 

various issues with respect to patent policy, law and practices, including the development of 
international patent system and promotion of patent-related treaties. She also belongs to a team 

of Secretariat serving for the WIPO Standing Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP), within 

which issues relating to patents and technical standards has been discussed. Tomoko started her 
career as a patent examiner at the Japan Patent Office, and later worked in the International 

Affairs Division. She has a M. Eng in Electronics Engineering and an LL.M on IP law and 

management. 
 
 

 
 
 

Sherry Stephenson 
Senior Fellow at the ICTSD  

 

Sherry M. Stephenson is an expert in the area of international trade policy, particularly services 
trade, and has worked more than 30 years in this area.  She is a Senior Fellow with the 

International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) in Geneva.  Most 

recently she was Senior Advisor for Services Trade at the Organization of American States 

(OAS) in Washington D.C. where she previously served as Director of the Department of 
Trade and Deputy Director of the Trade Unit during the ten years of the Free Trade Area of the 

Americas (FTAA) negotiations.  She received a Ph.D. in International Economics from the 

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies / University of Geneva and an 
M.A. in Economics from New York University.  She has served as an Advisor to the Minister 

of Trade in Indonesia and held positions with the OECD as well as with the GATT and 

UNCTAD Secretariats.  She is a member of the Global Trade Agenda Council of the World 
Economic Forum and actively involved in the international trade policy work of the Pacific 

Economic Cooperation Council (PECC), including providing support to the APEC process.  

She has advised governments on trade policy issues and taught courses in universities in the 

United States, Switzerland, France, India and Indonesia, and lectured in several countries.  For 
three years she was an Adjunct Professor at the School of Public Policy at George Mason 

University, Virginia.  Her publications address in particular services trade, global value chains, 

regional economic integration, labor mobility and non-tariff barriers.  She has edited two 
volumes on services trade and reform and published more than sixty articles in journals and 

books.   
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Deputy-Director  
Institute of European Law 

Birmingham Law School 

 

Luca Rubini‟s main expertise lies in the regulation of the State intervention in the economy, 
particularly public subsidies. He is the author of the first theoretical analysis of the definition of 

subsidy in the WTO and EU and is presently extending his focus from subsidy law and policy 

to the analysis of the various linkages between energy, trade and climate change. In this respect 
Luca has been invited to present in institutional, academic and policy venues, in the UK and 

abroad, and is cooperating with various academic institutions, NGOs and policy actors. 
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Titular Professor in Organisation and International Management (University of Basle) and 
Visiting Professor at Sciences Po, Paris (Master in Public Affairs), Raymond Saner is co-

founder of CSEND, a Geneva based NGRDO (non-governmental research and development 

organisation, and the director of CSEND‟s Diplomacy Dialogue branch. His research and 

consulting focuses on conflict studies and international negotiations at bilateral, plurilateral and 
multilateral levels in the field of trade (WTO), employment and poverty reduction (ILO, 

PRSP), and Human and Social Capital development in the educational sector (GATS/ES/WTO 

and OECD). His recent research focused on mediation as a means to solve environmental 
conflicts in the alpine region and on inter-ministerial trade policy coordination. He has 

pioneered the field of business diplomacy and contributes to the study of multi-stakeholder 

diplomacy within the field of diplomacy. He is a reviewer of the Journal of Applied Behaviour 
(JABS) and the Journal of Managerial Psychology. 
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University of Cambridge  
 

Daniel Peat is currently a PhD candidate in International Law at the University of Cambridge, 

having previously completed degrees at the Graduate Institute, Geneva, and the London School 
of Economics. He has taught on the Law of the World Trade Organization LLM course at 

Cambridge. His research interests include renewable energy issues in the WTO, and he has 

previously examined potential third-party institutional arrangements and local content 

requirements in the WTO, in conjunction with the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development. His current research focuses upon liability for hazardous activities in 

international law. 
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Legal Officer 

Global Challenges Division, WIPO 

 

Anja von der Ropp is a Legal Officer working in the Global Challenges Division of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).  The Division was established to ensure that WIPO 

contributes its specific expertise to the global debates about major public policy issues, 

including, in particular, climate change, food security and public health. Her activities at WIPO 
currently focus on climate change, primarily an initiative through which WIPO further 

promotes innovation and enhances technology transfer mechanisms. Ms von der Ropp studied 

law at the University of Konstanz, Germany, where she graduated in 1999. She passed her 

German bar exam in 2001, after which she worked as a journalist, responsible for a newsletter 
on European health law and policy. She completed a Master's Degree (LL.M.) at the College of 

Europe specializing in intellectual property law. Before joining WIPO in 2005, she worked as a 

researcher and lecturer at the University of Bremen. 
 

 


