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The information solicited through this questionnaire will only be used in aggregate 
form, unless otherwise authorised by the respondent. Do you authorise us to cite/share 
your views individually? 
Yes 
 
Please enter your contact details: 
Country: Switzerland 
Organization: Digitale Gesellschaft Schweiz 
Address: Digitale Gesellschaft, c/o Swiss Privacy Foundation, CH-5620 Bremgarten AG 
E-mail: office (at) digitale-gesellschaft.ch 
 
 
1. Which stakeholder category do you belong to? 
Non-Government 
 
If non-government, please indicate: 
Civil society 
 
If non-government, please indicate if you are: 
network of Swiss civil society organizations and individuals 
 
2. What do you think is the significance, purpose and scope of enhanced cooperation 
as per the Tunis Agenda? a) Significance b) Purpose c) Scope 
 
(a) Significance: In view of the following facts, instituting a human rights focused enhanced 
cooperation process is of immense importance: 
• Massive transborder human rights violations have been recently revealed in the context of 
Internet communciations in regard to the human right to privacy. 
• It is a clear responsibility of governments to enable people to enjoy all of the internationally 
recognized human rights, 
• In regard to the threat and ongoing reality of transborder human rights violations for example 
by foreign intelligence services, countries are not able to take effective action on their own 
without international cooperation. 
(b) Purpose: The Tunis Agenda says: “to enable governments, on an  equal footing, to carry 
out their roles and responsibilities”. We propose to put a clear priority on the responsibilities 
that arise from the international human rights treaties, and the roles which governments need 
to fulfil in order for people to be able to fully enjoy their human rights. 
(c) Scope: The Tunis Agenda says: “international  public policy issues pertaining to the 
Internet, but not in the day-to-day  technical and operational matters, that do not impact on 
international public  policy issues”. All technical specifications and institutional structures 
related to the Internet need to be reviewed whether they have been appropriately designed in 
view of the important human rights objectives. 
 
3. To what extent has or has not enhanced cooperation been implemented?  Please 
use the space below to explain and to provide examples to support your answer. 
 
Governments have not yet been enabled to carry out their roles and responsibilities in regard 
to the protection of human rights in regard to Internet communication. 
 
Hence the enhanced cooperation mandate of the Tunis Agenda has not been implemented 
yet. 
 
4. What are the relevant international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet? 
 



Right now, privacy protection on the Internet in regard to transborder threats to privacy is the 
most important issue. 
 
5. What are the roles and responsibilities of the different stakeholders, including 
governments, in implementation of the various aspects of enhanced cooperation? 
 
All stakeholders need to recognize that human rights are more important than all other 
considerations. 
 
Governments need to start committing significant resources to figuring out effective ways for 
protecting communications privacy in the Internet age, and contributing correspondingly to 
technical standardization processes. 
 
6. How should enhanced cooperation be implemented to enable governments, on an 
equal footing, to carry out their roles and responsibilities in international public policy 
issues pertaining to the Internet? 
 
Those governments which truly wish to take their human rights obligations seriously need to 
start to act accordingly, and cooperate in doing so. This cooperation should be conducted in a 
fully transparent manner, and on the basis of an open multistakeholder discourse aimed at 
figuring out good and effective strategies for safeguarding the human rights in the digital age. 
 
7. How can enhanced cooperation enable other stakeholders to carry out their roles 
and responsibilities? 
 
Eventually a meachanism like the WisdomTaskForce, see http://wisdomtaskforce.org/RFB/1 
will be needed. 
 
9. What is the possible relationship between enhanced cooperation and the IGF? 
 
The IGF is about open discussion, enhanced cooperation is about taking action. 
 
10. How can the role of developing countries be made more effective in global Internet 
governance? 
 
(no answer) 
 
11. What barriers remain for all stakeholders to fully participate in their respective roles 
in global Internet governance? How can these barriers best be overcome? 
 
(no answer) 
 
12. What actions are needed to promote effective participation of all marginalised 
people in the global information society? 
 
(no answer) 
 
13. How can enhanced cooperation address key issues toward global, social and 
economic development? 
 
By focusing on human rights, which are key issues toward global, social and economic 
development. 
 
14. What is the role of various stakeholders in promoting the development of local 
language content? 
 
(no answer) 



 
15. What are the international internet-related public policy issues that are of special 
relevance to developing countries? 
 
(no answer) 
 
16. What are the key issues to be addressed to promote the affordability of the Internet, 
in particular in developing countries and least developed countries? 
 
(no answer) 
 
17. What are the national capacities to be developed and modalities to be considered 
for national governments to develop Internet-related public policy with participation of 
all stakeholders? 
 
(no answer) 
 
18. Are there other comments, or areas of concern, on enhanced cooperation you 
would like to submit? 
 
(no answer) 
 
 


