UNCTAD/EIF Executive Secretariat Webinars On

Duty-Free and Quota-Free Market Access and Rules of Origin For Least Developed Countries

Abstract

In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic and related economic shocks, UNCTAD and the EIF
Executive Secretariat aim to assist the LDCs with their economic recovery efforts by taking advantage
of the multilateral trade opportunities arising from the World Trade Organization (WTO) Hong Kong
Ministerial Conference initiative on duty-free and quota-free market access (DFQF). Some LDCs,
particularly African countries, have not yet fully exploited the opportunities offered by these unilateral
preferences. Hence, this series of webinars on how to make use of DFQF based on UNCTAD
Handbook On Duty-Free and Quota-Free Market Access and Rules of Origin For Least Developed
Countries.

Each webinar will consist of 2 sessions of around 1 hour and 30 minutes each. During the first session,
the requirements that exporters need to fulfill in order to benefit from the duty-free quota-free initiative
as well as the use of the UNCTAD Database on GSP Utilization will be covered. At the end of the
session, 20 min will be devoted to Q& A and to the distribution of a few exercises to be carried out by
the participants on their own between the two sessions. In the second session, these exercises will be

reviewed, other relevant online resources will be presented with hands-on examples followed by a
final Q&A.

The target audience will consist of representatives of private sector association, exporter associations,
trade promotion agencies, major exporters and government officials dealing with trade policy
formulation and implementation of trade agreement.

Programme

First session

Opening statements (10°)

Mr. Paul Akiwumi, Director, Division for Africa, LDCs and Special Programmes (ALDC), UNCTAD

Mr. Ratnakar Adhikari, Executive Director, Executive Secretariat of the Enhanced Integrated Framework
DFQF Market Access and Rules of Origin for LDCs (40°)

Mr. Stefano Inama, Chief, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD

Mr. Serafino Marchese, Inter-Regional Adviser, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD
UNCTAD database on GSP Utilization (20’)

Mr. Stefano Inama, Chief, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD

Mr. Serafino Marchese, Inter-Regional Adviser, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD
Q&A and distribution of hands-on exercises (20’)

Mr. Stefano Inama, Chief, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD

Mr. Serafino Marchese, Inter-Regional Adviser, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD

Second session

Review of the hands-on exercises (30°)

Other online resources with hands-on examples (30°)

Final Q&A (20°)

Evaluation of the webinar (10°)

Mr. Stefano Inama, Chief, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD

Mr. Serafino Marchese, Inter-Regional Adviser, EIF and Technical Assistance Section, ALDC, UNCTAD



Handbook on Duty-Free and Quota-Free Market Access and Rules of Origin
For Least Developed Countries

Part I : QUAD countries

Part II: Other Developed Countries and Developing Countries
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UNCTAD database on GSP Utilization (http://gsp.unctad.org)

Evolution of the GSP and Other Preferences utilization rate
(UR, right scale) and imports by tariff treatment (left scale)
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Source: unctad.org

For any questions, please contact Mr. Stefano Inama (Stefano.inama@unctad.org).


https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/aldc2018d5part1_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/aldc2018d5part2_en.pdf
http://gsp.unctad.org/

