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Background

Ethiopia is one of the countries benefiting from UNCTAD’s programme on fostering domestic
productive capacities to advance structural transformation, economic diversification and sustainable
development as part of the project titled, “Developing Integrated Programmes to Alleviate Binding
Constraints to Development by Fostering Structural Transformation, Building Productive Capacities
and Enhancing Investment Opportunities and Linkages with China.”

Within the programme, a National Policy-level Workshop on Fostering Productive Capacities in
Ethiopia for Industrialization, Export Diversification, and Inclusive Growth was held from 3 to 4
March 2022 in Addis Ababa. The conclusions of this workshop urged the preparation of a National
Productive Capacities Gap Assessment (NPCGA) of Ethiopia, which would identify gaps and
limitations in the country’s domestic productive capacities and recommend holistic, economy-wide
policy interventions to address the development challenges. To ensure that the Productive Capacities
Index (PCI) becomes an integral tool for Ethiopia’s domestic policy formulation, a training for expert
statisticians to utilise the PCI was also held from 31 May to 1 June 2022 in Addis Ababa.

The workshops were followed by the drafting of the NPCGA for Ethiopia, which has now been
completed. Ethiopia’s NPCGA applied the Productive Capacities Index (PCI), together with policy
and empirical evidence from the country to identify and estimate the sectoral gaps. The document
has identified and analysed the gaps and limitations in policy formulation and the institutional
architecture for the critical policy sectors requiring support to facilitate the process of national
development and to enable the building of a robust national economy, one which is well integrated
regionally and globally. It has also put forward concrete recommendations for policy actions and
interventions to address the gaps, limitations and systemic challenges that are facing the country. This
workshop is, thus, intended to validate the NPCGA and policy interventions outlined therein.

Considering the imperative of the national ownership of the process of the NPCGA and the
subsequent formulation and implementation of the economy-wide, holistic long-term development
policies, which are aligned with national development visions and strategies, this workshop aims at
discussing the outcome of Ethiopia’s NPCGA and seeking agreement on necessary policy and
institutional interventions, as well as the next steps in addressing the country’s gaps in domestic
productive capacities.



Tuesday, 13 December 2022

08:30-09:00

09:00-09:30

Registration

Opening Session: Ethiopia’s Productive Capacities

Moderator: Mr. Zewdie Adane, Economist, World Food Programme and Former Advisor, Ministry

09:00-09:15

09:15-09:30

09:30-10:00

10:00-12:00

10:00-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30

11:30-12:00

12:00-13:30

13:30-16:00

13:30-14:00

14:00-15:00

of Planning and Development of Ethiopia
Opening and Welcoming Remarks
H.E. Mr. Hassan Moalin, State Minister, Ministry of Industry of Ethiopia

Opening Statement
Mr. Paul Akiwumi, Director, Division for Africa, Least Developed Countries
and Special Programmes, UNCTAD

Photo Session and Coffee Break
Session I: National Productive Capacities Gap Assessment of Ethiopia

Enhancing Productive Capacities in Ethiopia: Challenges and Opportunities and the
Way Forward

Dr. Tadele Ferede, Associate Professor, Department of Economics, Addis Ababa
University (UNCTAD Consultant)

Ethiopia’s Productive Capacities: Gaps and Limitations and Policy Options

Mr. Mussie Delelegn, A/Head, Productive Capacities and Sustainable
Development Branch, ALDC, UNCTAD

Productive Capacities in Ethiopia in a Comparative Perspective

Mr. Andrzej Bolesta, Productive Capacities and Sustainable Development
Branch, ALDC, UNCTAD

Interactive Discussions, Questions, and Answers (Q&A)

Lunch Break

Session II: Fostering National Productive Capacities of Ethiopia

National Productive Capacities Gap Assessment of Ethiopia as Key for an Holistic,
Multi-sectoral and Multi-year Programme of Interventions

Mr. Mussie Delelegn, A/Head, Productive Capacities and Sustainable
Development Branch, ALDC, UNCTAD

Interactive Discussions, Questions, and Answers (Q&A)



15:00-15:30 Coffee Break

15:30-16:00 Concluding Remarks



