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Minutes Kick-off Meeting of 2023-2024 
Working Group on Cross-border Cartels 

30 November 2023 
14:00-16:00 (CET) 

 
Based on the agreed conclusions of Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Competition 
Law and Policy in July 2023, the kick-off meeting of the Working Group on Cross-border 
Cartels (WG on CBCs) was held virtually on 30th November 2023 at 14:00 CET for 2 hours. 
The UNCTAD secretariat gave a presentation of recommendations and the participants 
commented and discussed about upcoming topics. 
 

1. The meeting was opened and moderated by the UNCTAD secretariat. 
 

2. The UNCTAD secretariat presented recommendations (listed below) for next 
year’s substantive meetings. 

▪ Disseminate the information and the lessons learnt from the practical case 

studies of competition authorities in dealing with cross-border cartels and bid 

rigging. 

▪ Promote cooperation between competition authorities and facilitate 

information exchanges, consultations and international cooperation. 

▪ Carry out advocacy works to disseminate and raise awareness of the newly 

implemented GPP, notably through case studies and practical guidelines. 

▪ Discuss tools and procedures on common issues in the fight against cross-

border cartels and bid rigging. 

 
3. The Competition Promotion and Consumer Protection Committee of Uzbekistan 

presented their suggestions for the WG. The delegate proposed that the member 
states needed to establish a special voluntary WG on drafting uniform guidelines 
for conducting cross-border cartel investigations and to conduct a joint analysis 
with member states on mergers and acquisitions in the digital market.  

 
4. The competition authority of Austria pointed out that there is not much time this 

year as the WG is planning to discuss not only cross-border cartels but also bid 
rigging. She also noted that the content of Uzbekistan’s proposal is not included 
in the mandate set at the last IGE meeting. The European Commission also 
agreed with Austria’s opinion, considering the WG’s limited resources. The 
United States also acknowledged this, considering the fact that in order for such 
matters to be discussed at the WG, they need to be decided at the IGE 
roundtable. In addition, he mentioned that similar works are in progress in other 
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organisations such as ICN. Poland also pointed out that this year's meeting needs 
to follow the mandate established at the IGE meeting, noting that discussions on 
bid rigging would be beneficial to all member countries. 
 

5. Russia said that Uzbekistan’s proposal was a good idea and that the WG had been 
in operation for three years- there is a need to find a solution step by step for 
member states to tackle cross-border cartels. Armenia also mentioned that it 
would be useful to create a guideline to respond to cross-border cartels. She also 
said it was not clear whether mergers of digital platform companies would be 
included in the WG's mandate, and spoke that it would be helpful if member 
states would exchange information regarding the topic. Turkey emphasized the 
importance of international cooperation in cross-border cartel investigations 
and she mentioned the necessity of a guidance to simplify legal procedures and 
framework of member states. 
 

6. Italy noted that there are already documents produced by other organizations 
regarding cross-border cartels and said proposals out of the mandate need to be 
discussed at the next IGE meeting. Meanwhile, the EEC said guidance on the area 
of cross-border cartels would be of great help to younger authorities. Uzbekistan 
added to its proposal that mergers in the digital field bring similar results to 
cartels, such as market division, so this can also be discussed on the cartel field. 
Spain pointed out that, considering limited time and resources, it would be 
preferable to organise the WG according to the mandate set in July. 
 

7. The UNCTAD secretariat suggested it would be better to operate the current WG 
following the mandate set in July in this year and to discuss other proposals at 
the next IGE meeting. He also proposed holding substantive meetings on 
February 29th and April 25th. 
 

8. The UNCTAD secretariat encouraged member states to share valuable cases and 
closed the meeting. 
 

 
*** 
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*** 


